SPRING NATURE PROGRAMS! REGISTRATION BEGINS TUESDAY, FEB. 12, 2019us

Upcoming Events

SPECIAL PROGRAMS & EVENTS
TURTLE FIRST AID
Saturday, March 2, 10am - 5pm
Adults. Do you need CE credits or want to learn about local
turtles? Join rehabilitators and vets in this 6 hour class to learn the
basics of care for rescued local turtles.
Morning session: Turtle Care Intro
covers natural history, diet, housing,
common illnesses, injuries, and
helping wild turtles.
Afternoon session: Turtle First Aid
with veterinarians on how to
recognize and handle a variety of
issues with illness and injuries, and
hands-on diagnosing with live turtles.
To register go to wildliferescueleague.org. Bring snacks and
lunch. Teens ages 15 and up are welcome, but must be
accompanied by a registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535.
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $35 covers both sessions.

LIVING HISTORY @ FORT C.F. SMITH
Saturday, March 30, 10am - 4pm
Families. The Union Army has
come to Arlington and set up
camp at Fort C.F. Smith Park.
Join us for a day of living history
that will include drilling,
activities, specialized fort tours
and more. Come learn about
Civil War life in Arlington County
and beyond at this free event.
For information: 703-228-4775.
Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park,
2411 24th St N, Arlington. Free.
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Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.

CAMPFIRE
EVENINGS, $5

GULF BRANCH

LONG BRANCH

Singing Frogs & Toads Campfire
Wake Up Spring Campfire
Saturday, March 16, 7 - 8pm #632859-A Friday, March 8, 6 - 7pm #632959-A
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Weenie Roast Campfire
Secret Salamanders Campfire
Saturday, March 23, 7 - 8pm #632859-B Sunday, March 17, 5 - 6pm #632959-B
Bird Songs Campfire
Saturday, April 13, 7 - 8pm #632859-C
The Tallest & Smallest Campfire
Saturday, May 4, 7 - 8pm #632859-D
Queen of the Forest Campfire
Saturday, May 25, 7 - 8pm #632859-E

Animal Costumes Campfire
Friday, March 29, 7 - 8pm #632959-C
Animal Talk Campfire
Saturday, April 20, 7 - 8pm #632959-D
Slithering Snakes Campfire
Friday, April 26, 7 - 8pm #632959-E
.

Native American Spirits Campfire
Saturday, May 11, 7 - 8pm #632959-F

GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS
.

EARTH DAY BIRD WALK
Saturday, April 20, 8 - 9:30am
Families ages 7 and up. Celebrate
Earth Day early with a morning of
birding. We’ll begin with a
refresher for using binoculars and
field guides, then practice our
new skills on the trails at Gulf
Branch. Beginners and experts
welcomed. Loaner binoculars are
available. Free. #632859-F

MARVELOUS MAY-APPLES
Saturday, May 25, 10 - 11am
Families ages 5 and up. Umbrella
leafed May-Apples can be found
in most Arlington forested parks.
We'll find them as we hike,
measure some colonies, gather
their fruits and feed them to live
animal guests! $5. #632859-J

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS

SQUIRRELS & CHIPMUNKS
Saturday, April 6, 2 - 3:30pm
Families ages 5 and up. Come learn
BIRD WALK FOR BEGINNERS
about these furry rodents who we
Saturday, March 16, 9 - 10am
see in our neighborhoods. How are
Families ages 6 and up. Learn the
they adapted to survive in an urban
basics of binoculars, field guides,
identification and finding birds. Then environment? Where do they raise
their babies? We'll learn the answers
we’ll get a little birding practice
in our classroom and on a fun nature
around the nature center and be
ready for spring migration next year. hike. Free. #632959-S
.
Loaner binoculars are available.
MAKE A POT, TAKE A POT
Free. #632959-P
Saturday, April 13, 1 - 2pm
Families ages 3 and up. We'll work
FAMILY NATURE HIKE
together to plant and create
Sunday, March 17, 2 - 3:30pm
decorative flower planters for the
Families ages 6 and up. Come hunt
nature center. You'll also be able to
for signs of luck and spring as we
plant a small pot with an annual
traverse the hillsides of Glencarlyn
flower to take home and enjoy. $5.
Park. Wear sturdy shoes, dress for
#632959-T
ephemeral spring weather, and bring
a water bottle. $5. #632959-Q
FIND THE UNNAMED CREEK
Saturday, May 18, 1:30 - 3pm
VIRGINIA'S STATE BIRD WALK:
Families ages 7 and up. Using maps
THE NORTHERN CARDINAL
and compasses, families will be
Sunday, March 24, 3:30 - 5pm
Families ages 7 and up. We will look challenged to find the unnamed
creek that’s hidden somewhere in
for this very distinct bird as well as
Glencarlyn Park with help from a
other birds on our walk by the
Park Naturalist. $5. #632959-V
nature center and woods in
Glencarlyn Park. Loaner binoculars
available. $5. #632959-R.
.
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Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.

NOTABLE NATURE

SPRING PEEPER PROWLS

Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature
journaling and sketching. We'll construct our own
nature journals, hone our writing and drawing skills
and talk about the season while hiking. Meet at Long
Branch Nature Center. Free.
Sunday, March 10,
3:30 - 4:30pm #632959-H

Families ages 5 and up. Hop on over and join the fun
as we learn about and search for these tiny tree frogs
and other amphibians during a sunset hike. Meet at
Long Branch Nature Center.$5.
.
Saturday, March 30,
7 - 8pm #632959-N

Sunday, April 14,
3:30 - 4:30pm #632959-I

Friday, April 12,
7 - 8pm #632959-O

Sunday, May 19,
3:30 - 4:30pm #632959-J

LET'S GO CAMPING!

.

STORY FEST
Sunday, March 31,
3 - 4pm
Families ages 4 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will
unleash the power of oral storytelling with favorite
tales from around the world. Since ancient times, this
tradition has passed on wisdom, connected elders to
youth and engaged the imagination. For information:
703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.
Free. #632959-G

Saturday, April 27, 4:30pm - Sunday, April 28 9:30am
Families ages 5 and up. Your family is invited to join us
at Bluemont Park for this introduction to camping
OUTDOORS OVERNIGHT! Set up your tent (our tentelves can assist) then enjoy some unplugged free time
for relaxing or exploring the park. Bring a picnic dinner.
Later nature center staff will lead you in songs, stories
and S'mores around the campfire and provide breakfast
before breaking camp. B.Y.O.T. (tent) if you have one.
If not, we have family-sized loaner tents available for
an additional $25, paid in cash on site. For information:
703-228-3403. Meet at Bluemont Park, 601 N
Manchester Street, Arlington . $15. #632859-I

ADAPTIVE FAMILY HIKES
Families. All are welcome to join us on a leisurely
paced hike through a park. The forested trails will be
accessible, smooth and shaded to explore and examine
whatever we discover. We’ll also take a break half way.
For information: 703-228-6535. Free.
Long Branch Nature Center
Sunday, March 31, 10:30am - 12pm #632959-K
Barcroft Park, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington
Sunday, April 28, 10:30am - 12pm #632959-L
Huntley Meadows, 3701 Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria
Sunday, May 19, 10:30am - 12pm #632959-M

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD
DAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, May 11, 9 - 11am
Families. Tiny hummingbirds and fierce osprey are all
migrating back from South America. Come learn
about these and other fabulous flyers with hands-on
activities, games, crafts, bird walks and more!
For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Lacey Woods
Park Picnic Shelter, 1200 N George Mason Drive,
Arlington. No registration required. Free.
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NATURE ART: PIGEON DESIGN &
HISTORY
Sunday, May 5, 1 - 3pm
FEEDING TIME!
Thursday, March 7, 3:30 - 4:30pm Ages 8 to 12. Did you know that the
Ages 6 to 10. Find out what's on the common pigeon saved many lives
menu for our animals and what they during the 20th century? After an
interesting lesson explaining why,
would eat in the wild. We'll learn
participants will use recycled and
about the adaptations that help
them find, capture and swallow their uncommon materials to create
artistic versions of these unsung
meals. Then we'll feed our snakes,
heroes. Free.#632829-I
turtles and frogs. $5. #632829-F

GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS

FUN WITH MINERALS
Wednesday, March 13, 3 - 4pm
Ages 7 to 10. Minerals are found in
all seven continents of the world.
From Amethyst to Zircon and
everything in between, we'll learn all
about minerals in the classroom and
then see how many we can find on a
hike. $5. #632829-G
SALAMANDER SEARCH
Saturday, March 23, 2 - 3:30pm
Ages 6 to 12. We'll search the park
for salamanders, snakes and other
creatures coming out of hibernation.
Will we ever find the elusive WhiteSpotted Slimy? $5. #632829-H

.

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY HIKE
Sunday, May 12, 3:30 - 5pm
Ages 8 to 13. Bring the camera of
your choice to photograph wildlife
that we may find during our hike
throughout the park. The naturalist
will provide camera instruction and
photo tips. $5. #632829-J

.

THE HEART
Tuesday, April 16, 1 - 2pm
How do animal hearts differ from
ours? Explore the hearts and
circulatory systems of other animals
and compare them to humans. Kids
will also view a dissection of a sheep
heart. $7. #632829-D
.

THE LUNGS
Thursday, April 18, 1 - 2pm
How do different animals breathe?
Explore the respiratory systems of
other animals and compare them to
humans. Kids will also view a
dissection of sheep lungs. $7.
#632829-E

FREE PLAYS DAYS
Ages 6 to 10. Give kids unstructured time they can call their own. Your
child will love this chance to explore our woods, make mud pies, throw
rocks in the creek and just be free. Dress to get wet and dirty, and wear
closed-toe shoes. Free.
Saturday, March 9,
Friday, April 19,
Saturday, May 11,
1 - 2:30pm #632829-A 1 - 2:30pm #632829-B 3 - 4:30pm #632829-C

FLASHLIGHT HIKE
Friday, April 5, 8 - 9:30pm
Ages 10 to 14. Come hike through
SUPER SLIMY ANIMALS
the forest trails and along the creek
Friday, March 8, 3 - 4pm
in total darkness using only our
Ages 6 to 12. Come learn about all
things slimy, from fish to amphibians flashlights to guide the way. We may
and more! We'll also meet some live find wild animals, or they may find
us. Please bring a good flashlight.
slimy animals. Then, we can create
Free. #632929-D
some slime of our own for you to
take home. $5. #632929-A

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS

NATIVE AMERICAN GAMES
Saturday, March 16, 3:30 - 5pm
Ages 8 to 12. Young hunters would
hone their skills with games to
prepare themselves for survival in
the wilderness. Come test yourself
with spear throwing, relay races in
the woods and other challenges to
test yourself! $5. #632929-B
NATURE ART: DRAW ANIMALS LIKE
A PRO!
Thursday, April 4, 4:30 - 5:30pm
Ages 8 to 11. Learn tips and tricks
from a professional wildlife artist on
how to draw and paint animals. We'll
learn about anatomy, proportions,
and creating lifelike textures using a
variety of materials. This is a great
class for drawing both live and
taxidermied animals.$10.#632929-C

ANATOMY LAB, Ages 6 to 10

YOGA IN THE NATURE CENTER!
Saturday, April 20, 10 - 10:45am
Ages 7 to 10. We will start with a fun
short walk, then return to the nature
center to practice poses
representing the plants and animals
found, ending in a short relaxation.
No prior experience needed, if you
have a Yoga mat bring it, but not
required. $5. #632929-E

SPRING HERP HUNT
Saturday, April 20, 2 - 3pm
Ages 6 to 10. We’ll search Long
Branch’s ponds, streams and woods
for salamanders, frogs, toads, snakes
and turtles. Be ready for a creek
walkin’, rock flippin’, log rollin’
good time as we find out which herps
are back in action after winter. Bring
closed-toe water shoes. $5.
#632929-F
SURVIVAL SKILLS: FIRE BUILDING
Friday, May 10, 4 - 5:15pm
Ages 8 to 12. Learn hands-on
traditional survival skills! Start a fire
and keep it alive! We'll cover
everything from where to place a
fire pit, how to find tinder and a
sparking rock, and use a bow drill.
Kids will get to take fire starters
home. $7. #632929-G
VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Come visit our rescued animals and
see how we medically treat them.
We have recovering reptiles and
amphibians that need your help. $5.
Ages 6 to 9. Sunday, April 28,
2:30 - 3:30pm #632929-H
Ages 10 to 14. Saturday, May 25,
2:30 - 3:30pm #632929-I
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TINY TOT NATURE FUN!

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS

Introduce your child ages 18 to
35 months to nature with
programs designed to help
children and caregivers feel
comfortable exploring our
natural world. Caregivers must
stay with their child. $5.

Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 can actively explore their natural world with programs
that build the foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery.
Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and
engaging experience for your children. Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER
Saturday, March 2
10 - 10:45am #632819-M
Wednesday, March 6
10 - 10:45am #632819-N
Wednesday, March 13
10 - 10:45am #632819-O
Saturday, April 6
10 - 10:45am #632819-P
Saturday, April 13
10 - 10:45am #632819-Q
Wednesday, April 17
10 - 10:45am #632819-R
Wednesday, May 1
10 - 10:45am #632819-S
Saturday, May 4
10 - 10:45am #632819-T
Friday, May 10
10 - 10:45am #632819-U
LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER
Tuesday, March 19
10 - 10:45am #632919-M
Friday, March 29
10 - 10:45am #632919-N
Saturday, March 30
10 - 10:45am #632919-O
Tuesday, April 23
10 - 10:45am #632919-P
Wednesday, April 24
10 - 10:45am #632919-Q
Friday, April 26
10 - 10:45am #632919-R
Friday, May 17
10 - 10:45am #632919-S
Saturday, May 18
10 - 10:45am #632919-T
Thursday, May 30
10 - 10:45am #632919-U

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER
EXCITING EGGS
Wednesday, March 6
1 - 2pm #632819-A
Thursday, March 7
1 - 2pm #632819-B
Saturday, March 9
10 - 11am #632819-C
Wednesday, March 13
1 - 2pm #632819-D

CELEBRATE EARTH
Wednesday, April 3
1 - 2pm #632819-E
Thursday, April 4
1 - 2pm #632819-F
Wednesday, April 10
1 - 2pm #632819-G
Wednesday, April 17
1 - 2pm #632819-H

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER
ANIMAL POUCHES
Tuesday, March 19
1 - 2pm #632919-A
Wednesday, March 20
10:30 - 11:30am
#632919-B
Thursday, March 28
10:30 - 11:30am
#632919-C
Saturday, March 30
12 - 1pm #632919-D

EARTH DAYS
Wednesday, April 24
1 - 2pm #632919-E
Thursday, April 25
10:30 - 11:30am
#632919-F
Friday, April 26
4 - 5pm #632919-G
Saturday, April 27
10:30 - 11:30am
#632919-H

NATURE STORYTIME

Ages 2 & up. Register child only,
but caretakers must attend. Meet at
Long Branch Nature Center. Free.
FROG STORYTIME
Tuesday, March 26,
10:30 - 11am #632919-V
RABBIT STORYTIME
Tuesday, April 9,
10:30 - 11am #632919-W
SPRING STORYTIME
Tuesday, May 14,
10:30 - 11am #632919-X

SECRETS OF SOIL
Wednesday, May 1
1 - 2pm #632819-I
Thursday, May 2
1 - 2pm #632819-J
Tuesday, May 7
1 - 2pm #632819-K
Wednesday, May 8
1 - 2pm #632819-L

BUTTERFLIES
Thursday, May 16
1 - 2pm #632919-I
Friday, May 17
4 - 5pm #632919-J
Tuesday, May 28
10:30 - 11:30am
#632919-K
Thursday, May 30
1 - 2pm #632919-L

TURTLE LUNCH
Saturday, May 11, 2 - 3pm
Ages 3 to 6. Help us make lunch
for our turtles. Kids can prepare
food for our recovering hospital
turtles and get to watch them eat,
then give them worms for dessert!
Meet at Long Branch Nature
Center. Free. #632919-Y
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Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.

CIVIL WAR
DISCOVERIES

Ages 7 to 11. Meet at Fort C.F.
Smith Park. $5.
ARTILLERY DRILLS
Saturday, April 6, 11am - 12pm
Work as a team practicing the
steps to load and aim a replica
Civil War cannon. We'll talk
about different types of artillery
and put our skills to the test. $5.
#632729-A
INFANTRY DRILLS
Saturday, April 6, 1 - 2pm
We'll drill like Union soldiers by
practicing our marches and turns,
as well as how to “load in nine
times” with replica wood rifles.
$5. #632729-B
SKIRMISH DRILLS
Saturday, May 4, 11am - 12pm
Skirmishers played a special role
in Civil War armies. Learn their
functions and practice their
drills. #632729-C
BUILD A FORT
Saturday, May 4, 1 - 2pm
We'll investigate how and why
forts were built in Arlington
during the Civil War. Then we'll
work as a team to design forts to
defend the city. #632729-D

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK PROGRAMS
C.F. SMITH PARK WALKING TOUR
Families ages 7 and up. Fort C.F. Smith was one of the last Union forts
built to protect Washington during the Civil War. We'll learn about the
park's history, the role of the fort and the soldiers stationed there in
the Civil War. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be uneven and
possibly muddy. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. Free.
Saturday, March 2,
9 - 10am #632759-A
Saturday, April 6,
9 - 10am #632759-B
Saturday, May 4,
9 - 10am #632759-C
CIVIL WAR LECTURES: THE DEFENDERS OF WASHINGTON
Wednesday, April 10, 7 - 8pm
Families ages 10 and up. Throughout the
Civil War, thousands of soldiers came to
Arlington County to protect the capital
and determine the fate of the Union. Join
us for this free lecture on the soldiers and
regiments that shaped wartime Arlington.
For information: 703-228-4775. Meet at
Fort CF Smith Park Visitor Center, 2411 N
24th Street, Arlington. Free. #632759-E
BIRDING FORT C.F. SMITH
Saturday, May 18, 8 - 9:30am
Bird watching in late spring provides opportunities to see many exciting
species, including migrants like warblers and thrushes. We’ll have a quick
refresher on using binoculars and field guides, then practice our new skills
on the trail at Fort C. F. Smith. Beginners and experts welcomed. Loaner
binoculars are available. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F.
Smith Park, 2411 N 24th Street, Arlington. Free. #632759-G

ARLINGTON PARK PROGRAMS
FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK
WALKING TOUR
Saturday, March 2, 12 - 12:45pm
Families ages 7 and up. Fort Ethan
Allen was built by the Union Army
in September 1861 to command the
approach to Chain Bridge and has
the most extensive remaining
features of any Civil War fort in
Arlington. We'll explore the
earthworks and discuss how and
why the fort was built. Dress for
the weather. Terrain will be uneven
and possibly muddy. Meet at the
Fort Ethan Allen Park. Free.
#632759-D

DEFENDING CHAIN BRIDGE HIKE
Saturday, April 20, 10 - 12:30pm
Families ages 10 and up. Explore
the remnants of Forts Marcy and
Ethan Allen, built by the Union
Army to defend the Chain Bridge,
to learn the stories of the forts and
their defenders at this important
junction between north and south.
This is a three mile loop-hike over
occasionally rocky and steep
terrain. Meet at Fort Ethan Allen
Park, 3829 N. Stafford Street,
Arlington. Free. #632759-F
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LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS
.

FOREST MEDITATION WALK
Sat, March 23, 10am - 12pm
Inspired by the Japanese
Shinrin-yoku or Forest Bathing, we
will explore the forest through a
meditation style walk. We'll go off
the beaten path and move slowly,
experiencing the forest with our
senses and meditation. Dress for
the weather and be ready to sit
on the ground. Free. #632949-D

TREE ID HIKE
Sat, Apr. 20, 11:15am - 12:30pm
The leaves are just starting to
grow but we can still identify
what tree it is without the full
leaf to show us clues. Learn to
identify the trees of Arlington
parks by their bark and shape.
Dress for the weather, we
will be outside the whole time.
Teens 14 and up are welcome,
but must be accompanied by a
registered adult. $5. #632949-E

SPRING MIGRANTS FOR
BEGINNERS
Sunday, May 19, 8 - 10am
Spring migration is well underway
and the woods in Glencarlyn Park
are local stopovers for these longdistance fliers. This walk is
intended for new birders and
others interested in learning
about warblers, thrushes and
other spring migrants. Teens ages
16 and up are welcome, but must
be accompanied by a registered
adult. $10. #632949-H

DEEP DIVES

BIRDING TRIPS AFIELD
Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch,
drink and snacks. Trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle
slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans at the Barcroft Sports &
Fitness Center parking lot, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington.

THE DELAWARE SHORE

WARBLERS OF THE BLUE RIDGE

Tuesday, March 19, 7am - 5pm
Join us on this trip to the Delaware
shore where stops may include Prime
Hook National Wildlife Refuge,
Mispillion Lighthouse and the Indian
River Inlet. $50. #632849-D

Tuesday, May 7, 7am - 5pm
Warblers and other songbirds use the
Blue Ridge for nesting and migrating.
We'll search for Cerulean, Kentucky,
Hooded and other warblers, as well as
grosbeaks, tanagers, thrushes and
vireos along wildflower-laden trails.
$50. #632849-F

VIRGINIA'S NORTHERN NECK
Tuesday, April 23, 7:30am - 5pm
Journey to Westmoreland County
where stops include Westmoreland
State Park and George Washington's
Birthplace. We may see early migrant
songbirds and warblers at these
Northern Neck destinations. $50.
#632849-E

BIRDING RILEY'S LOCK
Tuesday, May 14, 7am - 1pm
Join us to search for Prothonotary
Warblers and other nesting migratory
songbirds at Riley's Lock on the C&O
Canal. We'll also talk about the canal's
history and its transformation from
transportation route to recreational
resource. Be aware that the only
facilities are port-a-potties. $38.
#632949-G

CHAMPION TREE BIKE RIDE

BIRD WALKS

Saturday, May 11, 10 - 12pm
Marvel at Arlington’s most
spectacular trees. We’ll proceed at
a leisurely pace over mostly level,
paved pathways, stopping at points
of interest along the way. Bring
your own bike and water, snacks
and repair kit. Teens 12 and up
welcome, but must be
accompanied by a registered adult.
For information: 703-228-1863.
Meet at the Caboose at Bluemont
Junction Park, 744 N Emerson St,
Arlington. Free. #632949-F

Join members of the Northern Virginia
Bird Club for one or all of these
informal walks through Glencarlyn
Park in search of resident and
migratory birds. Experienced and
beginning birders welcome. Bring
binoculars and field guides if you have
them. Meet at Long Branch Nature
Center. Free.
.

Wed, Mar. 6, 8:30 - 11am #632949-A
Wed, Apr. 3, 8:30 - 11am #632949-B
Wed, May 1, 8:30 - 11am #632949-C

Take a Deep Dive into a natural history topic to scratch more than just the surface.
For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.
AMPHIBIAN EGGS
WOODPECKERS
WALKING STICKS
Thursday, March 14, 8 - 9pm
Thursday, April 11, 8 - 9pm
Thursday, May 9, 8 - 9pm
Amphibian eggs are different from
Woodpeckers are a common sight in Most of us know that Walking Sticks
the eggs we eat for breakfast. What our forests. Explore the adaptations have great camouflage and feed on
are the advantages of aquatic eggs
that make them so successful, from the plants they hide in. But there is
for a terrestrial animal? How do
their physical attributes to their
so much more to these cryptic
these soft eggs differ from the firm
ability to find their food. #632849-B insects. Discover the amazing
eggs of birds? #632849-A
aspects of their lives. #632849-C
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REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS!
Adults, teens and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and
increase species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held
every month. We are making a real difference, with the return of ferns
and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas once
covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature
centers for information. No registration is required.
Second Saturdays
Gulf Branch Nature Center
Saturday, March 9, 9:30 - 11:30am
Saturday, April 13, 9:30 - 11:30am
Saturday, May 11, 9:30 - 11:30am

Third Sundays
Long Branch Nature Center
Sunday, March 17, 2 - 4pm
Sunday, April 21, 2 - 4pm
Sunday, May 19, 2 - 4pm

INATURALIST FOR FAMILIES

BARCROFT MINI BIOBLITZ!

CITY NATURE CHALLENGE

Saturday, April 20, 10:30 - 12pm
Families ages 8 and up. Register
children and adults; children must
be accompanied by a registered
adult. Be prepared for the 2019
City Nature Challenge! The
iNaturalist app and community can
help you identify that mystery
plant, insect, spider, reptile, bird
or other organism that has you
stumped. We'll start with a quick
introduction to iNaturalist on your
smart device, then head outside!
Your observations and photos can
contribute to a larger scientific
snapshot of the natural world. For
information: 703-228-3403. Meet at
Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free.
#632859-G

Friday, April 26, 10am - 1pm
Join Arlington County staff in a
fun global citizen science
challenge! As part of the DC Metro
area team, Arlington came in 5th
place in nature observations
posted and 4th overall with 876
participants! This year more than
100 cities are documenting species
observations by posting pictures of
plants and animals to the City
Nature Challenge using the free
iNaturalist app. Sightings made
over the four-day (April 26-29)
challenge will count for the DC
Metro Team. Learn more at
citynaturechallengedc.org. For
event info and to register contact:
naturalresources@arlingtonva.us
or call 703-228-7742. Free.

Saturday, April 27, 10 - 11:30am
Adults, families ages 8 and up.
Register children and adults;
children must be accompanied by a
registered adult. The City Nature
Challenge 2019 is a contest to see
who can document the most nature
with the most citizen scientists.
Learn the basics of using
iNaturalist, the app for this
challenge. Then go out into Gulf
Branch Natural Area in search of
nature observations to contribute.
This is the second day of a four-day
challenge, so you can use what you
learn today to contribute over the
rest of the weekend! For
information: 703-228-3403. Meet at
Gulf Branch Nature Center.
Free. #632859-H

SPRING NATIVE PLANT SALE

Saturday, May 4, 1 - 4pm
Want to beautify your yard? Then it is time to go native! We are offering a
great selection of plants that are accustomed to local climate and wildlife.
We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade and even deer-resistant plants.
This spring we’re offering perennials in our Pre-order Sale! The order form
for pre-ordering plants online:
registration.arlingtonva.us.
On the day of the sale, we’ll
also have a wider selection
on-site. Payment can be made
by cash, check or credit card.
(Rain date Sunday, May 5th.)
For information: 703-228-6535.
Meet at Long Branch Nature
Center. Fee per plant as
marked.
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THE HOSPITABLE GARDEN: WELCOMING BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS & OTHER CRITTERS
.

Saturday, March 16, 10am-12pm
The Long Branch Nature Center and Washington Area Butterfly
Club are pleased to present a talk by Tyler Ormsby and Alyssa
Ford Morel. They will discuss how to choose and cultivate plants
to create better ecosystems in our yards. Tyler is a Certified
Master Gardener, and his yard is an Audubon at Home Wildlife
Sanctuary. Alyssa is an Audubon at Home Ambassador, Certified
Master Gardener and Master Naturalist. Meet at Long Branch
Nature Center. Free.

How to Sign Up!
REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington
residents Tuesday, February 12.
Non-resident registration opens
Wednesday, February 13.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Participants must register by 4pm
the day before a program. The day
of the program, please call the
program site if you have not
registered yet to check availability.
HOW TO REGISTER:
Online: Click on the hyperlinked
program number in this document
and you will automatically go to
program registration. You can also
register online at:
registration.arlingtonva.us.
If you do not have an account, you
can create one online or call
703-228-4747 for help.
By Phone: Call 703-228-4747,
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm.
In Person: Visit the Registration
Office at 3700 S. Four Mile Run
Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday
to Friday, 8am - 5pm.

FEES
The listed fee is per participant
unless otherwise stated. Most
program fees are charged at
registration. Some program fees will
be charged at the program site (cash
or check only, no credit cards
please.) See program for details.
WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A
BARRIER
All Arlington County Parks and
Recreation Nature and History
programs and services are eligible
for fee reduction. Any member in a
household that has qualified for a
fee reduction can receive a fee
reduction for classes and programs
with advance registration and
payment. We cannot give fee
reductions for on-site payments,
such as at special events. Questions?
Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and
search “fee reduction” or call:
703-228-4747.
CANCELLATIONS
Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email
us at registration@arlingtonva.us as
soon as possible so we may contact
someone from the waiting list.
Cancellations on the day of the
program should be made directly
with the program site.

REFUNDS
Full refunds will be automatically
processed within 30 days when
classes are canceled by Parks and
Recreation due to weather,
insufficient enrollment or other
unforeseen reasons. Transfers from
one program section to another may
be requested through the
Registration Office at 703-228-4747,
prior to the start of the program. No
refunds or credits if participants are
unable to attend a program.
WEATHER
Indoor programs are cancelled in
conjunction with the Arlington
County’s school closings policy.
Programs may be cancelled due to
rain or inclement weather. Call
nature centers for information.
MODIFICATIONS
We can provide reasonable
modifications for people with
disabilities upon request. Advanced
notice is welcomed. Please call:
703-228-4740. TTY 711.

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER

FORT CF SMITH VISITOR CENTER

3608 N. Military Road
Arlington, VA 22207
703-228-3403
gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us

625 S. Carlin Springs Road
Arlington, VA 22204
703-228-6535
longbranch@arlingtonva.us

2411 N. 24th Street
Arlington, VA 22207
703-228-4775

Open 10am - 5pm Tuesday to Saturday, 1 - 5pm Sunday, Closed Mondays

.

dfarner@arlingtonva.us
Open 10am - 2pm Saturday & Sunday

