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It Happened in Arlington 

Fort Ethan Allen Park 

Fort Ethan Allen, in what is now Arlington, 
Virginia, was named after Revolutionary  

War hero Ethan Allen. As the leader of the 
legendary Green Mountain Boys militia group, 
General Ethan Allen, along with General 

Benedict Arnold, captured Fort Ticonderoga from 
the British on May 10, 1775. This was the first 
victory for the fledgling Continental Army. Fort 

Ticonderoga was very strategic real estate, 
located at the confluence of Lake Champlain and 

Lake George, it was the key to Canada and New 
York’s Hudson River Valley. The next day, the 
Green Mountain Boys captured Crown Point, 

another British fort a few miles north of Fort 
Ticonderoga. Weapons seized from the British in 

these skirmishes were used by the Continental 
Army throughout the war.  

Fort Ethan Allen was built in 1861 by the Union  

as part of the defense of Washington during the 
Civil War. Remains of the fort, including a portion 

of the earthen walls (now overgrown) are part of 
Fort Ethan Allen Park. The park is located at the 

intersection of Glebe and Ridgeview Roads in 

Arlington. If you’ve ever been to the Madison 
Community Center, you’ve probably passed right 
by the park—it’s next door! 

Fort Ethan Allen Park is a national landmark on 
the Department of the Interior’s National Register 
of Historic Places. There are interpretive panels 
where you can read about the fort’s history. It’s 
very exciting to be surrounded by so much 
history! 

 

 

 

Special Edition of the Local History 
Discussion Group:  Little Saigon 

 
Wednesday, June 5 

12:30-1:45pm 
 

 
 
Before Clarendon became a stop on the Metro’s 
Orange Line and a magnet for millennial nightlife, 
it was known as Little Saigon. Following the fall of 
Saigon on April 30,1975, thousands of 
Vietnamese refugees flocked to Arlington and 
established a business and cultural center in 
what is now Clarendon. Learn more about Little 
Saigon at a special session of Lee’s Local History 
Discussion Group on Wednesday, June 4. The 
discussion will be led by librarians from the 
Center for Local History. 
 
 
 

 
75th Anniversary of D-Day 
 

June 6 marks the 75th anniversary of D-Day, the 
Allied invasion of western Europe during World 
War II. On June 6, 1944, over 156,000 American, 
British and Canadian troops landed on five 
beaches along 50 miles of heavily fortified 
coastline in France’s Normandy region. They 
faced horrific conditions, including stormy seas, 
German machine gun fire, and mines all along 
the beach. Nevertheless, the Allied forces 
persevered. Despite heavy losses, they 
overcame Nazi artillery posts at the top of steep 
bluffs by nightfall. This massive operation, the 
largest amphibious invasion in military history, 
was the critical turning point in the war. The brave 
young soldiers who helped change the course of 
WWII were true heroes in every sense of the 
word. (www.History.com) 
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A Note from Adriana and Sheila 

 

Lee is the place to be in June!  Don’t miss our Ice 
Cream Social on Tuesday, June 4, 1:30-3pm. We’ll 
celebrate the special people in our lives with 
deliciously refreshing ice cream and fabulous music by 
Bob Fishburne and Sylvia Everly. The event is free. It 
is sponsored by the Lee/Madison Advisory Committee.  
 
EAT SOME BBQ before or after the Ice Cream Social 
at Rocklands BBQ (3471 Washington Blvd.) to help 
support Arlington’s Senior Programs. Tuesday, June 
4, 11am-9:30pm. Please mention the AASP 
Fundraiser when you order! 
 
On Wednesday, June 5, we’ll have a special edition of 
the Local History Discussion Group. Librarians from 
the Center for Local History will speak about Little 
Saigon, a business and cultural hub for Vietnamese 
immigrants in Clarendon. 
 
Also, please join us for a very special program 
featuring first-hand accounts of the Vietnam War from 
our very own Vietnam veterans Nick Acheson, Tom 
Curtis and Tom Sipusic. The program, Vietnam:  
Soldiers’ Stories, will be held on Thursday, June 13, 
1-2:30pm. Find out what it was like to serve in 
America’s most controversial war and how the 
experience impacted our soldiers’ lives.  
 
For something new, different and VERY fun, come 
challenge your wordplay skill at Pun Intended! on 
Friday, June 28, 1-2pm. Bring your best and wittiest 
puns, and we’ll show you how to play the game. 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all who 

celebrate! 
 
If you want to lift yourself up, 

lift up someone else. 

               --Booker T. Washington 
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LEE WALKERS—PLEASE NOTE 
NEW  PROCEDURES: 

 You must call 703-228-
4771 by noon on the 

Thursday before the walk in 
order to reserve your space.  
than six people sign up in 
advance.  Space is limited, so 
please register in advance.  

Schedule forJune Walks: 

June 7 – Roosevelt Island, DC 

June 14 – Potomac Overlook, Arlington 

June 21 – Scott’s Run Nature Preserve, McLean 

June 28 – Bon Air Park/Bluemont Circuit, Arlington 

Fridays, 10am (van departs) – noon (van returns) 
from Lee Senior Center 
$4/walk 

 

NEW SESSION OF AGELESS 
GRACE STARTS JUNE 12  

The next session of Ageless Grace will begin on 
June 12 and run through July 3, from 10:30-
11:30am.  $25/5 sessions, #919051-75. 
 
Learn how to take care of your body and keep it in 
good working condition. Ageless Grace shows us 
how to have lifelong comfort and ease, function 
more efficiently, improve and maintain a positive 
attitude and outlook, and live our lives to the fullest. 

 
LEE LUNCH BUNCH IS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 2 
 

To find out where the group is going 

next, please call the center at 703-228-

0555 and staff will provide the 

volunteer coordinator’s contact 

information. 

 

Drumming Circles 
 

Tuesdays, 11:30am – 1pm 
 

EXPLORE YOUR INNER MUSIC IN A 
DRUMMING CIRCLE AT LEE! 

 

 
 
“It’s fun!  You should try it!” – A Drumming   
Circle Participant 

 
Drums are provided. Just bring yourself 
and enjoy! 
 
 
 

Reel Page Turners Movie Book Club 
 
The June book/movie selection is The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The book 
discussion will be held first at Lee on 
Wednesday, June 19, from 1:30-2:30pm.  
Then, on Wednesday, June 26, from 1-
3:30pm, the group will view the film and 
discuss it afterward at Westover Library. Peg 
Owen, library associate, will facilitate both 
discussions. Books will be provided by the 
library and are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. 
 
Registration is required. For more 
information, please visit the library events 
page at 
https://library.arlingtonva.us/events, and 
click on “book clubs” or call Peg Owen at 
the Westover branch, 703-228-6327. 

 
 

 

Rope Dancers Over Niagara 
 

On the morning of June 30, 1859, an audience  
of 25,000 swarmed both the American and 
Canadian sides of Niagara Falls to gawk at a 
French acrobat named Jean Francois Gravelet, 
better known by his stage name of Monsieur 
Charles Blondin. Blondin was going to attempt  
the absurd feat of walking across the Niagara 
River gorge over the roaring falls.  

The Great Blondin had arrived 
months earlier in the hopes of 
making the crossing during the 
winter. Snow, ice, and deadly 
gusts of winds had convinced 

him to return in the summer. His crossing was 
described as the act of a madman, but Blondin  
had been tightrope walking since the age of  
four. He believed it was his natural calling in life. 
Standing only five-foot-five and weighing 140 
pounds, he was described by his manager as  
“more like a fantastic sprite than a human being.” 
He was also a fantastic showman. He stepped 
out onto the hempen cable with the aid of a 26-
foot long pole. Spectators gasped when he sat 
down on the rope after walking only one-third  
of the way across and called for one of the tourist 
boats, the Maid of the Mist, to anchor beneath 
him. He lowered a rope and hauled up a bottle  
of wine, from which he poured himself a glass  
and had a drink. When he reached the other side,  
he turned around to walk back again, this time 
hauling a daguerreotype camera! He again 
paused in the middle of his balancing act,  
this time to set up the camera to snap a picture  
of the crowd on the American side. The Great 
Blondin’s fame skyrocketed overnight, and he 
would return to Niagara again and again, with  
his highwire stunts becoming ever more  
absurd. It is estimated that he made the  
crossing 300 times over his lifetime. 

The Great Blondin’s feats over Niagara were by no 
means the last. As recently as June 15, 2012, an 
aerialist by the name of Nik Wallenda crossed over 
Niagara on a two-inch-wide wire—but he crossed 
directly over the falls as opposed to farther down 
the gorge, entering the history books as the first 
person to do so.  

 

  
 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

Challenge yourself to read more this summer.  
We are partnering with Arlington Public 
Libraries in the 3rd annual Summer Reading 
Challenge. All participants will be invited to the 
end-of-summer ice cream social.  This year’s 
theme is “Everyone Has a Story.” The program 
starts on June 1. 
 
Attend fun events and read your way to cool 
prizes, including tickets to a National’s game!  
Meet Washington Nationals pitcher Anibal 
Sanchez at Central Library on Saturday, June 
15, 10am-noon. 
 
For more information and to register, go online 
at https://library.arlingtonva.us/explore/for-
readers/summer-reading/ or call Peg Owen, at 
the Westover branch, 703-228-6327. 

 

 
 
 

Just Play’n Country 
Musicians Wanted! 

 

 
 
If you play an instrument and love country 
music, the Just Play’n Country musical group 
would like to hear from you!  The group plays 
at Lee on the first and third Monday of every 
month and every Friday. 
 
Please let Adriana know if you are interested.  
She can be reached at 703-228-0555.   
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