
 

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2019 

Upcoming Events

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

Autumn ‘19 

Fall Heritage Festival at Gulf Branch 
Saturday, Oct. 19, 1 - 5pm 

Each fall we gather around the 

Walker Log House to celebrate our 

nation’s heritage. Join us this year 

for a family-friendly day of fun. 

Try your hand at some old-time 

games and crafts, make a corn 

husk doll, try on a coonskin cap, 

or work the cider press! Write 

with a quill pen, churn butter, and 

enjoy old-time music. Drop in 

anytime between 1 - 5pm. 

Children must be accompanied by 

an adult. No registration needed. 

For information: 703-228-3403.  

Only $5 per person! 

 Holiday Wreath Workshop 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 1 - 4pm 
Adults. Using all-natural items we’ll 
create some delightfully decorative 
crafts you can use to spruce up your 
home or give as special gifts. We’ll 
provide music, refreshments, basic 
instruction and enough materials for 
each participant to make at least two 
seasonal decorations. Participants 
should bring hand pruners or wire 
cutters (if you have them) and any 
extra materials or special decorations 
you may wish to add. Teens ages 12 
and up are welcome, but must be 
accompanied by a registered adult. 
For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 
at Long Branch Nature Center. $30. 
#612949-L 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612949


 

 

Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 
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CAMPFIRE 

EVENINGS, $5 

GULF BRANCH 
. 

Nice Mice Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 7, 6 - 7pm #612859-A 
. 

Journey of the Eels Campfire 

Friday, Sept. 27, 7 - 8pm #612859-B 
. 

Squirrels Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 4, 6 - 7pm #612859-C 

. 
Three Owls Campfire 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 6 - 7pm #612859-D 
. 

Costumes & Camouflage Campfire 

Friday, Nov. 1, 6 - 7pm #612859-E 
. 

Blacksmithing Campfire 

Friday, Nov. 22, 5 - 6pm #612859-F 

LONG BRANCH 
. 

Insect Chorus Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 14, 7 - 8pm #612959-A 
. 
Spider Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 21, 6 - 7pm #612959-B 
. 

Halloween Animals Campfire 

Saturday, Oct. 19, 6 - 7pm #612959-C 
. 

Popcorn Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 25, 6 - 7pm #612959-D 
. 

First Thanksgiving Campfire 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 5 - 6pm #612959-E 
. 

Vulture Campfire 

Saturday, Nov. 23, 5 - 6pm #612959-F 

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS 

INTERNATIONAL VULTURE 

AWARENESS DAY  

Saturday, Sept. 7, 10 - 11am 

Families. Come celebrate 

International Vulture Awareness Day 

with Tippy the Turkey Vulture, Long 

Branch’s vulture ambassador. We’ll 

learn about vultures, their 

importance in nature and for humans, 

and different species from around the 

world. Then we’ll visit Tippy and 

offer her a snack. $5. #612959-M 

 

OWL NIGHT HIKE 

Saturday, Oct. 5, 6 - 7pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Have you 

ever heard an owl hoot in the forest? 

Join us for a sunset hike to learn all 

about owls, their adaptations, how to 

use binoculars, and to practice your 

calls. $5. #612959-O 

 

SQUIRRELS & CHIPMUNKS 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Come learn 

about these furry rodents we see in 

our neighborhoods. How are they 

adapted to survive in an urban 

environment? Where do they raise 

their babies? We'll learn the answers 

in our classroom and on a fun nature 

hike. Free. #612959-P 

 

 

BIRD WALK FOR BEGINNERS 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 9 - 10:30am 

Families ages 6 and up. Bird watching 

makes a great family activity! Learn 

the basics, including binoculars, field 

guides, identification, and when and 

where to find birds. After covering 

the fundamentals, we’ll get a little 

birding practice around the nature 

center. Then you can practice all 

winter for spring migration next year. 

Loaner binoculars available. Free. 

#612959-R 

 

FALL COLORS WALK 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 1 - 2pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Explore the 

colors of fall during an easy walk on 

the trails around the nature center. 

Along the way, we’ll make leaf 

rubbings and learn how those colors 

develop. $5. #612959-S 

 

VIRGINIA STATE SYMBOLS: FOSSILS 

Sunday, Nov. 17, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Families ages 7 and up. The Virginia 

State Fossil...is a scallop! Learn 

about this extinct mollusk known as 

Chesapecten jeffersonius and then do 

a fossil project. $5. #612959-T 

 
Saturday, Oct. 26,  
6 - 7:30pm 
Families. Come celebrate the 
Day of the Dead with us for a 
night of family fun. We’ll make 
calaveras, the decorative sugar 
skull masks and costumes, enjoy 
holiday snacks and see some 
night animals up close. 
Afterward, we’ll go on a fun, not 
scary, night hike through the 
candlelit forest. $7. #612959-Q 

Dia de Muertos  
~ 

Day of the Dead 
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ADAPTED NATURE HIKES 

Families. All are welcome to join us on a leisurely paced hike 

through a park. At each site there will be restrooms & water 
fountains inside an accessible building and the forested trails 
will be accessible, smooth and shaded to explore and examine 
whatever we discover. We’ll also take a break halfway. For 
information: 703-228-6535. Free.  

Long Branch Nature Center 
Sunday, Sept. 8, 10:30am - 12pm 
Paved trails mostly in shade, but not flat (there are inclines/
hills), benches for rest along the way. #612959-G 

Barcroft Park, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington 
Sunday, Oct. 13, 1:30 - 3pm 
Paved trails open in sun until forested area, trails are flat, 
benches at the picnic area for rest. #612959-H 

Huntley Meadows, 3701 Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria 
Sunday, Nov. 10, 1:30 - 3pm 
Gravel packed trail in shade, then boardwalk on slats, in direct 
sun when out in middle of boardwalk but all flat. Benches at 
beginning and end in shade but not on main trail. #612959-I  

 

 

 

STORY FEST 

Sunday, Sept. 22,  
3 - 4pm 
Families ages 4 and up. The Arlington 
Spellbinders will unleash the power of oral 
storytelling with favorite tales from around the 
world. Since ancient times, this tradition has 
passed on wisdom, connected elders to youth 
and engaged the imagination. Meet at Long 
Branch Nature Center. Free. #612959-N 

LET'S GO CAMPING! 
. 
Friday, Sept. 13, 4:30pm - Saturday, Sept. 14, 9:30am 
Families ages 6 and up. Your family is invited to join us 
at the Gulf Branch fire ring for this gentle introduction 
to camping. We'll make camp, then have time to relax 
or play in the creek. After a delivered pizza dinner, 
enjoy the embers with song and story (and of course, 
s'mores) around the campfire. The next morning we'll 
have a light breakfast 
before breaking camp. 
Registration fee includes 
meals. B.Y.O.T. (tent) if 
you have one. If not, we 
have loaner tents 
available for $25. Meet 
at Gulf Branch Nature 
Center. $25. #612859-G 

CHIMNEY SWIFTS PUT ON A SHOW! 
Friday, Sept. 13, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Each September Chimney Swifts 

put on an amazing show where hundreds gather, swirl, 

then disappear. We’ll learn about their lives and walk 

to a nearby prime viewing location to enjoy the show! 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Walter Reed 

Community Center, 2909 S. 16th Street, Arlington. $5. 

#612859-H 

R.I.P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitats and 

increase species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are 

held every month. We are making a real difference with the return of 

ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas 

once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen!  

Call nature centers for information. No registration is required. 
Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Sept. 14, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Saturday, Nov. 9, 9:30 - 11:30am        

T   Third Sundays 

     Long Branch Nature Center 

     Sunday, Sept. 15, 2 - 4pm 

     Sunday, Oct. 20, 2 - 4pm 

     Sunday, Nov. 17, 2 - 4pm 

NOTABLE NATURE 
. 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for 
lessons in nature journaling and 
sketching. We'll construct our own 
nature journals, hone our writing and 
drawing skills, and talk about the season 
while hiking. Meet at Long Branch 
Nature Center. Free. 

Sunday, 
Sept. 29,  
3 - 4pm  
#612959-J 

Sunday, 
Oct. 20,  
3 - 4pm 
#612959-K 

Sunday, 
Nov. 10,  
3 - 4pm 
#612959-L 
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GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS 

CAMOUFLAGE CRITTERS 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, 3:30 - 4:30pm 
Ages 5 to 12. Discover the many 
different ways animals use 
camouflage to hide from predators or 
sneak up on their food. Play a game 
to sharpen your powers of 
observation, and then we'll explore 
the woods, gardens and ponds for 
creatures trying to fool us. $5. 
#612829-D 

BUILD A FAIRY VILLAGE 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 10 - 11:30am 
Ages 5 to 12. No school today! Come 
build a village for fairies, toads, 
skinks and trolls. We'll mix up some 
magic potions to take home too! 
Come dressed in your magical or 
medieval best. $5. #612829-E 

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS  

VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
Saturday, Sept. 21, 2:30 - 3:30pm 
Ages 10 to 14. Come visit our rescued 
animals and see how we medically 
treat them. We have recovering 
reptiles and amphibians that need 
care and your help. $5. #612929-A 

NATURE ART 
Saturday, Oct. 5, 2 - 3pm 
Ages 8 to 12. We’ll visit scenic spots 
in Glencarlyn Park to draw what we 
observe with colored pencils. Then 
we'll head back to the building to 
make clay sculptures using our 
resident animals as models. $5. 
#612929-B 

LITTER CRITTERS 
Monday, Oct. 21, 2 - 3pm 
Ages 6 to 10. We’ll hunt in the fallen 
leaves for crickets, centipedes, 
millipedes and other litter critters to 
learn how they enrich soil, keep 
leaves from piling up, and make 
homes on and in the ground. $5. 
#612929-C 

. 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN GAMES 
Saturday, Nov. 2, 2 - 3:30pm 
Ages 8 to 12. Young hunters would 
hone their skills with games to 
prepare themselves for survival. 
Come test yourself with spear 
throwing, relay races in the woods, 
and other challenges! $5. #612929-E 
 
YOGA IN THE NATURE CENTER! 
Sunday, Nov. 17, 10 - 10:45am 
Ages 7 to 10. We will start with a fun 
short walk, then return to the nature 
center to practice poses representing 
the plants and animals found, ending 
in a short relaxation. No prior 
experience needed. $5. #612929-G 
 
CANDLE MAKING 
Saturday, Nov. 23, 2 - 3pm 
Ages 6 to 12. You'll light up with this 
craft by making your own candles. 
We'll try our hands at some new and 
old ways to make these luminaries, 
then take home your creations. $5. 
#612929-H 
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FREE PLAY DAYS  
Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured 
time they can call their own. Your 
child will love this chance to 
explore our woods, make mud pies, 
throw rocks in the creek and just 
be free. Dress to get wet and dirty, 
and wear closed-toe shoes. Free. 

Saturday, 
Sept. 14,  
1:30 - 3pm 
#612829-A 

Monday, 
Oct. 14,  
1:30 - 3pm 
#612829-B 

Saturday, 
Nov. 9,  
1:30 - 3pm 
#612829-C 

INFANTRY DRILLS 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 

11am - 12pm 

We'll drill like Union 

soldiers by practicing  

marches & turns, 

“load in nine times” 

with replica wood 

rifles. #612729-A 

 

 

ARTILLERY DRILLS  

Sat, Oct. 12, 1 - 2pm 

Work as a team 

practicing the steps 

to load and aim a 

replica Civil War 

cannon. We'll talk 

about different types 

of artillery and put 

our skills to the test. 

#612729-B 

SKIRMISH DRILLS 

Saturday, Nov. 9,  

11am - 12pm 

Skirmishers played a 

special role in Civil 

War armies. Learn 

their functions and 

practice their drills. 

#612729-C 

 

 

BUILD A FORT  

Saturday, Nov. 9,  

1 - 2pm 

We'll investigate how 

and why forts were 

built in Arlington 

during the Civil War. 

Then we'll design 

forts to defend the 

city. #612729-D 

Survival Skills  
Learn hands-on traditional survival 
skills! $5.  

CORDAGE 
Friday, Oct. 25, 4 - 5pm 
Ages 8 to 12. We'll learn how to 
weave rope and other natural 
materials for making strands and 
tying knots so you'll never be left 
hanging! #612929-D 
. 
SHELTER BUILDING 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 4 - 5pm 
Ages 9 to 14. You'll learn how and 
where to build temporary shelters to 
keep you warm and dry. We'll cover 

defeating drafts & finding insulating 
materials, too! #612929-F 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES  Ages 7 to 11. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. $5. 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612829
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612829
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612829
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612829
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612829
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612729
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612729
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612729
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612729
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612929


 

 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN 
Introduce your child ages 18 to 

35 months to nature with 

programs designed to help 

children and caregivers feel 

comfortable exploring our natural 

world. Caregivers must stay with 

their child. $5.  
. 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Thursday, Sept. 5 

10 - 10:45am #612819-M 

Friday, Sept. 6 

10 - 10:45am #612819-N 

Saturday, Sept. 7 

10 - 10:45am #612819-O 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 1 

10 - 10:45am #612819-P 

Friday, Oct. 4 

10 - 10:45am #612819-Q 

Saturday, Oct. 5 

10 - 10:45am #612819-R 

 

Saturday, Nov. 2 

10 - 10:45am #612819-S 

Friday, Nov. 15 

10 - 10:45am #612819-T 

Friday, Nov. 22 

10 - 10:45am #612819-U 

 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Tuesday, Sept. 17 

10 - 10:45am #612919-M 

Tuesday, Sept. 24 

10 - 10:45am #612919-N 

Thursday, Sept. 26 

10:30 - 10:45am #612919-O 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 

10 - 10:45am #612919-P 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 

10 - 10:45am #612919-Q 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 

10 - 10:45am #612919-R 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 19 

10 - 10:45am #612919-S 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 

10 - 10:45am #612919-T 

Saturday, Nov. 23 

10:30 - 11:15am #612919-U 

TURTLE THANKSGIVING 
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 3 to 6. Help us make 

Thanksgiving lunch for our turtles. 

We’ll chop up fresh fruits and 

veggies, then give them worms for 

dessert! Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.  

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 
Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 can actively explore their natural world with programs 

that build the foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. 

Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and 

engaging experience for your children. Caregivers must stay with their child. $5. 
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SPIDERS & WEBS 

Thursday, Sept. 5 

1 - 2pm #612819-A 

Friday, Sept. 6 

1 - 2pm #612819-B 

Tuesday, Sept. 10 

1 - 2pm #612819-C 

Thursday, Sept. 12 

10 - 11am #612819-D 

GOING BATTY 

Tuesday, Oct. 1 

1 - 2pm #612819-E 

Thursday, Oct. 3 

1 - 2pm #612819-F 

Tuesday, Oct. 8 

1 - 2pm #612819-G 

Thursday, Oct. 17 

1 - 2pm #612819-H 

HIDDEN FOSSILS 

Tuesday, Nov. 5 

1 - 2pm #612819-I 

Tuesday, Nov. 12 

1 - 2pm #612819-J 

Thursday, Nov. 14 

1 - 2pm #612819-K 

Thursday, Nov. 21 

1 - 2pm #612819-L 

NATURE STORYTIME  
Ages 2 & up. Register child only,  
but caregivers must attend. Meet at 
Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 
 

CAMOUFLAGE STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Sept. 10,  

10:30 - 11am #612919-V 

 

MIGRATION STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Oct. 15,  

10:30 - 11am #612919-W 

 

ELECTION DAY STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Nov. 5,  

10:30 - 11am #612919-X 

ROARIN' RIVER FUN 

Thursday, Sept. 19 

1 - 2pm #612919-A 

Friday, Sept. 20 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#612919-B 

Tuesday, Sept. 24 

4 - 5pm #612919-C 

Wednesday, Sept. 25 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#612919-D 

SLY FOXES 

Friday, Oct. 18 

1 - 2pm #612919-E 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 

1 - 2pm #612919-F 

Wednesday, Oct. 23 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#612919-G 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 

1 - 2pm #612919-H 

OH NUTS! 

Friday, Nov. 15 

1 - 2pm #612919-I 

Tuesday, Nov. 19 

4 - 5pm #612919-J 

Wednesday, Nov. 20 

1 - 2pm #612919-K 

Thursday, Nov. 21 

1 - 2pm #612919-L 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
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Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 
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FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK WALKING TOUR 

Saturday, Sept. 7, 12 - 12:45pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Fort Ethan Allen was built by the 

Union Army in September 1861 to command the 

approach to Chain Bridge and has the most extensive 

remaining features of any Civil War fort in Arlington. 

We'll explore the earthworks and discuss how and why 

the fort was built. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be 

uneven and possibly muddy. Meet at Fort Ethan Allen 

Park, 3829 N Stafford St, Arlington. Free. #612759-D 

 

FORT SCOTT PARK WALKING TOUR 

Saturday, Sept. 7, 4 - 4:30pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Built by the Union Army in 1861, 

this fort had a commanding view of the Four Mile Run 

Valley and protected approaches to Washington from the 

south. We'll explore the remaining earthworks while 

discussing how and why the fort was built. Meet at Fort 

Scott Park, 2800 Fort Scott Drive, Arlington. Free. 

#612759-E 

 

CIVIL WAR LECTURES: THE DEFENDERS OF 

WASHINGTON   

Wednesday, Sept. 11, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 10 and up. Throughout the Civil War, 

thousands of soldiers came to Arlington County to 

protect the capital and determine the fate of the Union. 

Join us for this free lecture on the soldiers and 

regiments that shaped wartime Arlington. Meet at Fort 

C.F. Smith Park Visitor Center. Free. #612759-F 
. 

OCTOBER FULL MOON NIGHT HIKE 

Friday, Oct. 11, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Come out for a hike under the 

stars. Have you ever wondered what animals are in our 

local parks at night? Experience our trails under the 

moon, learn a constellation, and meet nocturnal critters. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. 

$5. #612859-I 
. 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY HIKE 

Sunday, Oct. 20, 3:30 - 5pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Bring 

the camera of your choice to 

learn photo techniques and 

receive instruction on taking 

great wildlife pictures. 

Naturalist is bilingual in 

Spanish/English. For 

information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at the parking lot of the 

Barcroft Sports & Fitness 

Center, 4200 S Four Mile Run 

Drive, Arlington. $5. #612759-G 

HIKING THE ARLINGTON LINE 

Saturday, Nov. 2, 9:30am - 12pm 

Families ages 10 and up. Explore the remnants of Forts 

Strong and C.F. Smith with Arlington County and National 

Park Service Historians. Constructed by the Union army 

for the defense of Washington, these forts occupied the 

northern end of what became known as the Arlington 

Line. Learn the stories of the forts and their defenders 

at this important junction between north and south. This 

is a three mile loop-hike on sidewalk and park trails. 

Meet at the Fort C.F. Smith Park parking lot. Free. 

#612759-H 

BIRDING FORT C.F. SMITH 

Saturday, Nov. 9, 8 - 9:30am 

Families ages 7 and up. Register children and adults; 

children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Bird watching in autumn provides opportunities to see 

many exciting species, including migrants like sparrows, 

warblers and thrushes. We’ll have a quick refresher on 

using binoculars and field guides, then practice our new 

skills on the trail at Fort C. F. Smith. Beginners and 

experts welcomed. Loaner binoculars are available. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at the Fort C.F. Smith 

Park parking lot. Free. #612859-J  

C.F. SMITH PARK WALKING TOUR  

Families ages 7 and up. Fort C.F. Smith was one of the 

last Union forts built to protect Washington during the 

Civil War. We'll learn about the park's history, the role 

of the fort and the soldiers stationed there in the Civil 

War. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be uneven 

and possibly muddy. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. Free.  

Saturday, Sept. 7,  

9 - 10am #612759-A 
. 
Saturday, Oct. 5,  

9 - 10am #612759-B 
. 
Saturday, Nov. 23,  

9 - 10am #612759-C 
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LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS 
. 
FALL MIGRANTS WALK 

Sunday, Sept. 8, 8 - 9:30am 
New and experienced birders can join us as we search 
the woods for warblers, thrushes and other fall migrants 
heading south. We’ll also cover the challenges of fall 
warbler ID and look for newly arrived winter resident 
birds. Teens ages 12 and up are welcome, but must be 
accompanied by a registered adult. $5. #612949-D 
. 
OWLS OF THE EASTERN U.S. 

Sunday, Sept. 15, 3 - 4pm 

Owls and humans share a long history of myths and 

legends. However, the true nature of owls is just as 

mysterious. Come learn all about our common eastern 

owls; whoooo they are, what they look like, where they 

live, and how they sound Teens ages 16 and up are 

welcome, but must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. Free. #612949-E 
. 

FOREST MEDITATION WALK  

Saturday, Oct. 26, 10am - 12pm 

Inspired by the Japanese Shinrin-yoku, or “Forest 

Bathing”, we will explore the forest through a meditation 

style walk. This is a two-hour class that will take 

participants off of the beaten path and move slowly, 

experiencing the forest through our senses with 

mediation. Participants should be ready to sit on the 

ground and be outside rain or shine. Free. #612949-G 
. 

INVASIVE WILDLIFE OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

Sunday, Oct. 27, 3 - 4pm 

Planning a trip to Florida this winter? Be prepared! This 

presentation will discuss non-native species and explain 

why South Florida is considered by many biologists to be 

the “posterchild” for invasive wildlife in the US. 

Environmental damage to the Everglades and other 

sensitive habitats will be explored by looking at a number 

of select wildlife species and current control efforts. 

Teens ages 16 and up are welcome, but must be 

accompanied by a registered adult. Free. #612949-H 

. 
OAK ID HIKE  

Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1 - 3pm 

Come meet the oak/hickory trees in the forests of 

Arlington. Join Urban Forestry Manager Vincent Verweij 

for a lesson on identifying our local oak trees on a walk 

through Glencarlyn Park. Participants will look at leaves, 

bark and nuts to identify species in this large family. The 

walk will include hills, uneven surfaces and walking off 

trail. $10. #612949-J 
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DEEP DIVES 

Take a Deep Dive into a natural history topic to scratch more than just the surface. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  

DRAGONFLIES 

Thursday, Sept. 12, 8 - 9pm 

Dragonflies are well-adapted for life 

as aerial predators. Explore their life 

cycles from aquatic nymphs to 

masters of the skies. #612849-A 

 

 

 

 

HAWKS 

Thursday, Oct. 10, 8 - 9pm 

Arlington is home to several species 

of hawks, from the large red-tailed 

hawk to smaller, bird-hunting 

accipiters. Explore the strategies and 

anatomy that makes them successful 

airborne hunters. #612849-B 

 

 

POISON VS. VENOM 

Thursday, Nov. 14, 8 - 9pm 

Poison and venom enter the body 

two very different ways. Explore how 

these substances arrive in our bodies 

and what they can do to us and to 

their intended prey. Discover the 

surprising places you can find poison 

and venom right here in Arlington. 

#612849-C 

BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for 
these informal walks through Glencarlyn Park in 
search of resident and migratory birds. Experienced 
and beginning birders welcomed. Bring binoculars and 
field guides if you have them. Free. 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 4,  
8:30 - 11am #612949-A 

Wednesday, Oct. 2,  
8:30 - 11am #612949-B 

Wednesday, Nov. 6,  
8:30 - 11am #612949-C 

TREE ID HIKE 

We can identify trees with more than just leaves; 
we'll learn to identify the trees of Arlington parks by 
their bark and shape. We will be outside the whole 
time. Teens ages 14 and up are welcome to attend, 
but must be accompanied by a registered adult. $5.  
. 
Sunday, Sept. 29,  
11:15am - 12:30pm 
#612949-F 
 
Sunday, Nov. 17,  
11:15am - 12:30pm 
#612949-K 
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NOVEMBER FULL MOON NIGHT HIKE  
Saturday, Nov. 9, 7 - 8pm 
Come out for a hike under the stars. Have you ever 
wondered what animals are in our local parks at 
night? Experience our trails under the moon, learn a 
constellation, and meet nocturnal critters. For 
information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith, 
2411 24th St N, Arlington. $5. #612849-I 
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 BIRDING TRIPS AFIELD  
Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, 
a drink and snacks. Trips may include walking over uneven terrain and 
gentle slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans at the Barcroft 

Sports & Fitness Center parking lot, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington. 

KENILWORTH AQUATIC GARDENS  

Tuesday, Sept. 10, 9am - 1:30pm 

Explore the natural wetlands and 

cultivated water plants at Kenilworth 

Park, stretching along the Anacostia 

River, for birds and blooms. We will 

search for wading migrants such as 

herons and egrets, as well as 

songbirds. This trip covers a couple 

of miles of easy walking on trails and 

open boardwalks. $35.#612849-D 

 

OCCOQUAN BAY NATIONAL 

WILDLIFE REFUGE  

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 9am - 3pm 

Explore Occoquan Bay National 

Wildlife Refuge and Veterans 

Memorial Park in search of fall 

migrant songbirds and shorebirds. 

The grasslands, freshwater tidal 

marshes and bottomland forests are 

also home to many interesting year-

round residents. There will be 

approximately two to three miles of 

walking on gently rolling, unpaved 

surfaces. $40. #612849-E 

 

BIRDING & BATTLEFIELDS: 

ANTIETAM BATTLEFIELD 

Tuesday, Oct. 8, 7:30am - 5pm 

Our visit, just after the anniversary 

of the Battle of Antietam, will follow 

the course of the battle as it 

occurred in 1862. We'll also hike 

other parts of the battlefield, 

searching for more birds and 

wildlife. $55. #612849-F 

 

BLANDY FARM & SKY MEADOWS 

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 8am - 5pm 

Join us on this excursion to parks on 

opposite sides of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains in Virginia where we'll 

look for fall migrants, including 

sparrows and raptors. There will be 

approximately two to three miles of 

walking mostly on gently rolling, 

unpaved surfaces. For information: 

703-228-6535. $55. #612949-I 

CHAMPION TREES BIKE RIDE  
Saturday, Oct. 5, 10am - 12pm 
Marvel at some of Arlington’s most spectacular 
trees on this leisurely ride over mostly level, 
paved pathways, while stopping at points of 
natural and environmental interest along the way. 
Bring your own bike, water, snacks, and repair kit. 
Teens ages 12 and up are welcome to attend, but 
must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 
information: 703-228-1863. Meet at the Barcroft 

Sports & Fitness Center parking lot, 4200 S Four 
Mile Run Drive, Arlington. Free. #612749-A 

SAVING THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY 
Saturday, Oct. 5, 10am - 12pm  
The Washington Area Butterfly Club 
is pleased to present a talk by the 
Center for Biological Diversity (CBD). 
Stephanie Kurose an endangered 
species policy specialist, or Tamara 
Strobel a development officer, from 
the CBD will discuss the effort to list  
monarch butterflies as endangered. 
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 
No registration required. 

GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS 
. 
BUILD A FAIRY VILLAGE -  

FOR ADULTS 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, 3 - 4:30pm 

Ready to play? Come build a village 

for fairies, toads, skinks and trolls. 

We've got a lovely patch of woods, 

additional crafty items, colorful 

leaves - and you've got the 

imagination. Dress in your magical or 

medieval best. $5. #612849-G 
. 
FALL FUNGI 101 HIKE 

Friday, Nov. 8, 3 - 5pm 

Don't be stumped by spores or 

mystified by mycelium! Get to know 

these ancient organisms and the 

basics of mushroom ID. Then we'll 

walk the park to find some native 

fungi and practice our ID skills. 

Teens age 15 and up are welcomed, 

but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. $10. #612849-H 
. 
NATURE APPS 101 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 8 - 9pm 
Do you spend a lot of time outdoors, 
watching or photographing plants 
and animals? We'll Explore Bug 
Guide, eBird, iNaturalist, and more 
to find out how your outdoor 
photography can contribute to a 
much bigger scientific snapshot of 
the natural world. We'll also share 
species information and ID tips. 
Free. #612849-J 
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How to Sign Up! 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 
residents Tuesday, August 13.  
Non-resident registration opens 
Wednesday, August 14.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Participants must register by 4pm 
the day before a program. The day of 
the program, please call the program 
site if you have not registered yet to 
check availability. 
 
HOW TO REGISTER: 
 
Online: Click on the hyperlinked 
program number in this document 
and you will automatically go to 
program registration. You can also 
register online at: 
registration.arlingtonva.us.  
If you do not have an account, you 
can create one online or call  
703-228-4747 for help. 
 
By Phone: Call 703-228-4747,  
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm. 
 
In Person: Visit the Registration 
Office at 3700 S. Four Mile Run 
Drive, Arlington, VA 22206,  
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm. 

FEES 
The listed fee is per participant 
unless otherwise stated. Most 
program fees are charged at 
registration. Some program fees will 
be charged at the program site (cash 
or check only, no credit cards 
please.) See program for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES  
TO BE A BARRIER 
All Arlington County Parks and 
Recreation Nature and History 
programs and services are eligible for 
fee reduction. Any member in a 
household that has qualified for a 
fee reduction can receive a fee 
reduction for classes and programs 
with advance registration and 
payment. We cannot give fee 
reductions for on-site payments, 
such as at special events. Questions? 
Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and 
search “fee reduction” or call  
703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 
Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us 
at registration@arlingtonva.us as 
soon as possible so we may contact 
someone from the waiting list. 
Cancellations on the day of the 
program should be made directly 
with the program site. 

REFUNDS 
Full refunds will be automatically 
processed within 30 days when 
classes are cancelled by Parks and 
Recreation due to weather, 
insufficient enrollment or other 
unforeseen reasons. Transfers from 
one program section to another may 
be requested through the 
Registration Office at 703-228-4747, 
prior to the start of the program. No 
refunds or credits if participants are 
unable to attend a program. 

WEATHER 
Indoor programs are cancelled in 
conjunction with the Arlington 
County’s school closings policy. 
Programs may be cancelled due to 
rain or inclement weather. Call 
nature centers for information. 

MODIFICATIONS 
We can provide reasonable 
modifications for people with 
disabilities upon request. Advanced 
notice is welcomed. Please call  
703-228-4740. TTY 711.  

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 N. Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403 

gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranch@arlingtonva.us  

FORT CF SMITH VISITOR CENTER   

2411 N. 24th Street  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-4775 
. 

jmcnair@arlingtonva.us 

Open 10am - 5pm Tuesday to Saturday, 1 - 5pm Sunday, Closed Mondays Open 10am - 2pm Saturday & Sunday 
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FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE 

Saturday, Sept. 28, 1 - 3pm 

Want to beautify your yard? Then it is time to go Native! We are offering a 
great selection of plants that are accustomed to local climate and wildlife. 
We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade, and even deer resistant plants. 
This Fall we are offering trees and shrubs as well as perennials in our  
Pre-order Sale! See our order form for more information and to pre-order 
your plants today! Order online at: registration.arlingtonva.us. Pick up at 
Long Branch only. On the day of the sale we’ll also have a wider selection 
to choose from on-site. Payment can be made by cash, check or credit 
card. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/
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