
 

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019 

Upcoming Events

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

Winter ‘19-’20 

 Holiday Wreath Workshop 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 1 - 4pm 
Adults. Using all-natural items we’ll 
create some delightfully decorative 
crafts you can use to spruce up your 
home or give as special gifts. We’ll 
provide music, refreshments, basic 
instruction and enough materials for 
each participant to make at least two 
seasonal decorations. Participants 
should bring hand pruners or wire 
cutters (if you have them) and any 
extra materials or special decorations 
you may wish to add. Teens ages 12 
and up are welcome, but must be 
accompanied by a registered adult.  
For information: 703-228-6535. Meet  
at Long Branch Nature Center. $30. 
#612949-L 

 

Saturday, Dec. 21, 5 - 6pm #622950-A 

Friday, Dec. 27, 5 - 6pm #622950-B 

Saturday, Jan. 11, 5 - 6pm #622950-C 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 6 - 7pm #622950-D  

*Adults Only 
. 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 6 - 7pm #622950-E 

FLYING SQUIRREL LORE  
Families ages 4 and up. Register children 

and adults; children must be accompanied 

by a registered adult. Did you know flying 

squirrels live in the forests of Arlington? Join 

us for a presentation to see flying squirrels 

up close. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612949
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950


 

 

Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 
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WINTER 

CAMPFIRES, $5 
GULF BRANCH 
. 

SOLSTICE EVE HIKE & CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Dec. 21, 7 - 8pm #622850-G 
. 

KEEPING WARM CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Jan. 18, 6 - 7pm #622850-H 

. 

GROUNDHOG DAY CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 6 - 7pm #622850-I 

. 

SPRING SENSES CAMPFIRE 

Friday, Feb. 28, 6 - 7pm #622850-J 

GULF BRANCH 
PROGRAMS 

VIRGINIA STATE SYMBOLS:  

THE BIG-EARED BAT 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Families ages 7 and up. We'll 

learn all about bats in Virginia, 

how they survive and how 

they've become endangered. 

Then, we'll do a bat-themed 

craft. $5. #622850-K 

 
WINTER BIRD HIKE TO THE 

POTOMAC 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 - 10:30am 

Families ages 8 and up. Explore 

the forest in search of winter 

birds, including Brown Creeper, 

Winter Wren and Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker. Then hike to the 

Potomac River to search for 

waterfowl. One mile round trip 

over irregular terrain with 

creek crossings. Birders of all 

experience levels can 

participate and loaner 

binoculars are available. Free. 

#622850-M 

 
WAKE UP, WOOD FROGS! 

Saturday, Feb. 29, 10 - 11am 
Families ages 5 and up. Get 
ready to learn all about our 
earliest amphibians. After the 
first warm rain of spring, you'll 
hear them "quacking" as we 
search for them around our 
pond! $5. #622850-N 

LONG BRANCH 
. 

¿COMO SE DICE? BILINGUAL CAMPFIRE 

Sunday, Dec. 8, 5 - 6pm #622950-I 

 
. 
OOEY GOOEY CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 6 - 7pm #622950-J 

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS 

WOODPECKERS IN OUR WOODS 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Arlington hosts 

six kinds of woodpeckers in the winter, 

let’s see how many we can find! We'll 

also keep our eyes out for nest 

cavities, sap wells and other signs of 

woodpeckers at work. $5. #622950-K 

 

GIFTS FOR WILDLIFE 

Saturday, Dec. 21, 2:30 - 4pm 

Families ages 4 and up. This time of 

year is the giving season! With food 

being scarce the local birds and 

wildlife could use some kindness too. 

Join us as we make edible garlands and 

ornaments to hang on trees outside. 

You can even make an ornament to 

take home for the wildlife in your 

backyard. We'll also learn other ways 

to help wildlife year round. Free. 

#622950-L 

 

GETTING READY FOR WINTER WALK 

Sunday, Dec. 22, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. As the days get 

shorter and colder, the animals living 

in Glencarlyn Park are getting ready 

for winter. We'll take a walk through 

various habitats to learn about what 

different species do to survive the 

winter: sleep, fly away or go out in the 

cold! Free. #622950-M  

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER BIRD WALK 

Saturday, Jan. 18, 10 - 11:30am 

Families ages 6 and up. Which birds are 

around in the winter? Some are winter-

only visitors such as Winter Wrens and 

Brown Creepers. Beginners welcome, 

loaner binoculars available. Free. 

#622950-N 

 

SQUIRRELS & CHIPMUNKS 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Come learn 

about these furry rodents we see in our 

neighborhoods. How are they adapted 

to survive in an urban environment? 

Where do they raise their babies? We'll 

learn the answers in our classroom and 

on a fun nature hike. Free. #622950-Q 

 

MEET OUR ANIMALS! 

Sunday, Feb. 23, 2:30 - 4pm 

Families ages 3 and up. What is the 

difference between a mammal, bird, 

reptile and amphibian? Come find out 

as we meet our resident animals up 

close. We'll meet turtles, frogs, birds 

and even snakes! Free. #622950-R 

 

VANISHING VERNAL POOLS 

Saturday, Mar. 7, 2 - 3pm 

Families age 6 and up. For wood frogs, 

spring peepers and spotted 

salamanders, spring comes early! They 

lay eggs in pools that dry out by 

summer, so they need to start the next 

generation before the last frost. We’ll 

meet these animals up close, then look 

for them and their eggs in our vernal 

pool. $5. #622950-S 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
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STORY FEST 

Sunday, Jan. 26, 3 - 4pm 
Families ages 4 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will 
unleash the power of oral storytelling with favorite 
tales from around the world. Since ancient times, this 
tradition has passed on wisdom, connected elders to 
youth and engaged the imagination. Meet at Long 
Branch Nature Center. Free. #622950-P 

NOTABLE NATURE 

. 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature 
journaling and sketching. We'll construct our own 
nature journals, hone our writing and drawing skills, 
and talk about the season while hiking. Meet at Long 
Branch Nature Center. Free. 

 
 
 
Sunday, Dec. 8,  
3 - 4pm 
#622950-F 

 
Sunday, Jan. 19,  
3 - 4pm 
#622950-G 

 
Sunday, Feb. 9,  
3 - 4pm 
#622950-H 

 

CELEBRATE THE 

CHINESE NEW YEAR! 
Saturday, Jan. 25, 3:30 - 5pm 

Families. Celebrate the year of the Rat with us at 
Long Branch! We’ll meet some live animals, make 
New Year’s crafts, then take a short hike with our 
paper popper “firecrackers” to chase away the New 
Year’s beast Nian! Meet at Long Branch Nature 
Center. $7. #622950-O 

Join us at Gulf Branch 
Nature Center for a visit 
with Santa in the old log 
house. Stop by the nature 
center to make holiday 
crafts or just enjoy a walk in 
the winter woods. This low-
key event is a great way to 
enjoy some holiday cheer. 
After registering, each 
family will be assigned a 
specific time slot to visit 
with Santa. For information:  
703-228-3403. $9 per child.  

VISIT WITH SANTA 
Friday, Dec. 13,  
5 - 8pm #622850-A 

Saturday, Dec. 14,  
9am - 12pm #622850-B 

Saturday, Dec. 14,  
1 - 4pm #622850-C 

Saturday, Dec. 14,  
5 - 8pm #622850-D 

Sunday, Dec. 15,  
9am - 12pm #622850-E 

Sunday, Dec. 15,  
1 - 4pm #622850-F 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
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FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK WALKING TOUR 

Families ages 7 and up. Fort Ethan Allen was built by the 

Union Army in September 1861 to command the 

approach to Chain Bridge and has the most extensive 

remaining features of any Civil War fort in Arlington. 

We'll explore the earthworks and discuss how and why 

the fort was built. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be 

uneven and possibly muddy. Meet at Fort Ethan Allen 

Park, 3829 N Stafford St, Arlington. Free.  

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2 - 2:45pm #622750-D 

Saturday, Jan. 4, 3 - 3:45pm #622750-E 

 

FORT SCOTT PARK WALKING TOUR 

Families ages 7 and up. Built by the Union Army in 1861, 

this fort had a commanding view of the Four Mile Run 

Valley and protected approaches to Washington from the 

south. We'll explore the remaining earthworks while 

discussing how and why the fort was built. Meet at  

Fort Scott Park, 2800 Fort Scott Drive, Arlington. Free.  

Saturday, Dec. 7, 4 - 4:30pm #622750-F 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 3 - 3:30pm #622750-G 

 

DEFENDING CHAIN BRIDGE HIKE 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 10am - 12:30pm 

Families ages 10 and up. Explore the remnants of Forts 

Marcy and Ethan Allen, built by the Union Army to 

defend the Chain Bridge, to learn the stories of the forts 

and their defenders at this important junction between 

north and south. This is a three mile loop-hike over 

occasionally rocky and steep terrain. For information: 

703-228-4775. Meet at Fort Ethan Allen Park,  

3829 N. Stafford Street, Arlington. Free. #622750-H 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK WALKING TOUR  

Families ages 7 and up. Fort C.F. Smith was one of the 

last Union forts built to protect Washington during the 

Civil War. We'll learn about the park's history, the role 

of the fort and the soldiers stationed there in the Civil 

War. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be uneven 

and possibly muddy. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. Free.  

Sat., Dec. 7,  

9 - 10am 

#622750-A 

.Sat., Jan. 4,  

9 - 10am 

#622750-B 

.Sat., Feb. 1,  

9 - 10am 

#622750-C 

FULL MOON NIGHT HIKE  
Discover our trails in a whole new way! Under the 
glow of the full moon come out to hike with us and 
enjoy the winter forest. When we get back indoors 
we’ll enjoy hot chocolate! For information:  
703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park,  
2411 24th St. N, Arlington. $5.  

Families ages 5 & up  
Friday, Feb. 7,  
6 - 7pm #622850-L 

Adults Only  
Friday, Feb. 7,  
7:30 - 8:30pm #622840-E 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622750
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622850
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622840


 

 

GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS 

UNDER THE ICE 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 3 - 4pm 
Ages 8 to 12. Suspended animation! 
Voracious predators! The oxygen 
supply dropping fast! No, it’s not the 
latest alien movie; it's winter in the 
pond. Learn what's lurking in that 
cold dark water. Then, we'll go 
outside and see what we can haul up 
from the depths. $5. #622820-D 

 

LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS  

SNOWFLAKE ART 
Friday, Dec. 20, 4 - 5pm 
Ages 6 to 10. Big, little and even clay 
snow flakes! Like in nature each 
flake will be unique and beautiful. 
Participants can make snowflake 
decorations and ornaments from a 
variety materials to bring home for 
the holidays. We'll even thrown in 
snowflake science. $5. #622920-A 

ANIMAL TRACKS 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2 - 3:30pm 
Ages 8 to 12. Winter is a great time 
to see animal tracks in the snow or 
mud, but would you like to take your 
own footprints home? We’ll make 
plaster animal feet and while they 
set, we’ll hike the forest looking for 
tracks. $7. #622920-B 

TURTLE HOME DECORATIONS 
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2 - 3pm 
Ages 6 to 10. Come decorate our 
turtles’ homes with your artwork! 
We'll start off with a nature walk to 
learn about box turtle habitats, then 
head back to the classroom to draw 
pictures for the tanks of our resident 
turtles. Stumpy the box turtle will 
also be there! $5. #622920-C 

5 

COLD-BLOODED AFTERNOONS 

Ages 5 to 12. Early release day from school? Come on over to the nature 
center to discover some cold-blooded creatures on a cold afternoon! $5.  

SNAKES 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
3:30 - 4:30pm  
Snakes are amazing 
predators, capturing 
their food without any 
legs. Discover how 
different snakes catch 
and eat their prey. 
Meet a live snake up 
close and watch it eat! 
#622820-A 

TURTLES 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 
3:30 - 4:30pm 
Turtles live on land or 
water, and make up for 
their lack of speed with 
amazing adaptations. 
Find out how different 
turtles avoid being 
eaten while finding 
their food at the same 
time. Meet a live turtle 
up close and help make 
its food! #622820-B 
 

FROGS & TOADS 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 
3:30 - 4:30pm 
Spring is right around 
the corner, and with it 
come the frogs and 
toads. We will listen to 
the songs of these 
amphibian singers, and 
then make our own 
amphibian chorus! 
Afterward, we can 
meet some frogs up 
close and watch them 
eat. #622820-C 

INFANTRY DRILLS 

Sat, Jan. 4,  

11am - 12pm 

We'll drill like Union 

soldiers by practicing  

marches & turns, 

“load in nine times” 

with replica wood 

rifles. #622720-A 

 

 

ARTILLERY DRILLS  

Sat, Jan. 4, 1 - 2pm 

Work as a team 

practicing the steps 

to load and aim a 

replica Civil War 

cannon. We'll talk 

about different types 

of artillery and put 

our skills to the test. 

#622720-B  

SKIRMISH DRILLS 

Sat, Feb. 1,  

11am - 12pm 

Skirmishers played a 

special role in Civil 

War armies. Learn 

their functions and 

practice their drills. 

#622720-C 

 

 

BUILD A FORT  

Sat, Feb. 1, 1 - 2pm 

We'll investigate how 

and why forts were 

built in Arlington 

during the Civil War. 

Then we'll design 

forts to defend the 

city. #622720-D 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES  Ages 7 to 11. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. $5. 
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TINY TOT NATURE FUN 
Introduce your child ages 18 to 35 

months to nature with programs 

designed to help children and 

caregivers feel comfortable 

exploring our natural world. 

Caregivers must stay with their 

child. $5.  
. 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Saturday, Dec. 7 

10 - 10:45am #622810-M 

Friday, Dec. 20 

10 - 10:45am #622810-N 

Saturday, Dec. 21 

10 - 10:45am #622810-O 

 

Thursday, Jan. 2 

10 - 10:45am #622810-P 

Friday, Jan. 3 

10 - 10:45am #622810-Q 

Saturday, Jan. 4 

10 - 10:45am #622810-R 

 

Saturday, Feb. 1 

10 - 10:45am #622810-S 

Saturday, Feb. 8 

10 - 10:45am #622810-T 

Friday, Feb. 21 

10 - 10:45am #622810-U 

 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Thursday, Dec. 12 

10 - 10:45am #622910-M 

Friday, Dec. 13 

10 - 10:45am #622910-N 

Saturday, Dec. 14 

10 - 10:45am #622910-O 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 15 

10 - 10:45am #622910-P 

Thursday, Jan. 16 

10 - 10:45am #622910-Q 

Friday, Jan. 17 

10 - 10:45am #622910-R 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 26 

10 - 10:45am #622910-S 

Thursday, Feb. 27 

10 - 10:45am #622910-T 

Friday, Feb. 28 

10 - 10:45am #622910-U 

LUNCH FOR TURTLES 
Saturday, Feb. 29, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 3 to 6. Help us make lunch 

for our turtles. Kids can prepare 

the food for our recovering 

hospital turtles and get to watch 

them eat, then give them worms 

for dessert! For information:  

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free. #622910-Y 
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PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 
Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 can actively explore their natural world with programs 

that build the foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. 

Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and 

engaging experience for your children. Caregivers must stay with their child. $5. 

SMALL SCIENTISTS 

Wednesday, Dec. 4 

1 - 2pm #622810-A 

Wednesday, Dec. 11 

1 - 2pm #622810-B 

Tuesday, Dec. 17 

1 - 2pm #622810-C 

Friday, Dec. 20 

1 - 2pm #622810-D 

FLIGHTLESS BIRDS 

Thursday, Jan. 2 

1 - 2pm #622810-E 

Friday, Jan. 3 

1 - 2pm #622810-F 

Wednesday, Jan. 8 

1 - 2pm #622810-G 

Wednesday, Jan. 15 

1 - 2pm #622810-H 

ICE CRYSTALS 

Wednesday, Feb. 5 

1 - 2pm #622810-I 

Tuesday, Feb. 11 

4 - 5pm #622810-J 

Wednesday, Feb. 12 

1 - 2pm #622810-K 

Thursday, Feb. 20 

1 - 2pm #622810-L 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

WINTER COATS 

Tuesday, Dec. 10 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-A 

Thursday, Dec. 12 

4 - 5pm #622910-B 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-C 

Thursday, Dec. 19 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-D 

SNOWED IN 

Friday, Jan. 24 

4 - 5pm #622910-E 

Tuesday, Jan. 28 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-F 

Wednesday, Jan. 29 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-G 

Thursday, Jan. 30 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-H 

SHADOW PLAY 

Tuesday, Feb. 18 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-I 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-J 

Friday, Feb. 21 

4 - 5pm #622910-K 

Saturday, Feb. 22 

10:30 - 11:30am 

#622910-L 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

NATURE STORYTIME  
Ages 2 & up. Register child only,  
but caregivers must attend. Meet at 
Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 
 

OUTER SPACE STORYTIME 

Friday, Dec. 6,  

10:30 - 11am #622910-V 

 

SNOWY STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Jan. 14,  

10:30 - 11am #622910-W 

 

FLASHLIGHT STORYTIME 

Thursday, Feb. 13,  

10:30 - 11am #622910-X 
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LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS 
. 
FOREST MEDITATION WALK  

Sunday, Dec. 8, 12 - 2pm 

Inspired by the Japanese Shinrin-yoku, or “Forest 

Bathing”, we will explore the forest through a meditation 

style walk. This is a two-hour class that will take 

participants off the beaten path and move slowly, 

experiencing the forest through our senses with 

mediation. Participants should be ready to sit on the 

ground and be outside rain or shine. Free. #622940-F 
 

HAWKS IN ARLINGTON 

Saturday, Jan. 25, 9 - 11:30am 
Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned 
Hawks all call Arlington home. We'll learn to tell these 
four hawks apart and how they survive in urban areas. 
After our discussion, we’ll go out to look for hawks and 
other birds. Teens ages 12 and up are welcome to attend, 
but must be accompanied by a registered adult. $10. 
#622940-G 
. 
. 
HANSSEN SPY TALK 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 12 - 1:30pm 

Back by popular demand! The infamous spy and traitor, 

Robert Hanssen, worked in secrecy all around the nation's 

capital for years before being discovered. Some of those 

clandestine affairs were conducted right here in the 

woods of the Long Branch Nature Center. Join us on the 

anniversary of his 

capture as we unfold the 

dramatic story of this 

notorious spy, his 

eventual downfall and 

arrest, including the FBI's 

nature center operations. 

Teens ages 16 and up are 

welcome, but must be 

accompanied by a 

registered adult. $7. 

#622940-H 

7 

 
DEEP DIVES 

Take a Deep Dive into a natural history topic to scratch more than just the surface. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  

WINTERTIME ECONOMICS 

Thursday, Dec. 19, 8 - 9pm 

What are the trade-offs to winter 

survival strategies? How much does a 

tiny chickadee need to eat to survive 

the cold winter nights? What are the 

advantages for cold-blooded animals 

that spend winter underwater? 

There's more to surviving winter than 

eating or sleeping a lot. #622840-A 

DABBLING & DIVING DUCKS 

Thursday, Jan. 16, 8 - 9pm 

Winter is a great time for viewing 

ducks. Discover what brings the 

ducks around this time of year, and 

the adaptations they have to beat 

the cold. Explore the different 

feeding strategies of dabbling versus 

diving. #622840-B 

 

ANIMAL METEOROLOGISTS 

Thursday, Feb. 13, 8 - 9pm 

Is there predictive value to waking 

up a groundhog on February 2? Do 

the bands on a Wooly Bear 

caterpillar really warn you about the 

severity of the upcoming winter? 

Explore the origins of these stories 

and more for your weather forecasts. 

#622840-C 

FIRE BUILDING FOR WOMEN 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 1 - 3pm 
Get comfortable with campfires! We'll safely start, 
feed and put out fires at this program for women only. 
Get the practice you need to create a crackling, fire 
without stress. Dress for the weather, we'll provide 
the hot chocolate! Teens age 14 and up are welcome, 
but must be accompanied by a registered adult. Meet 
at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $8. #622840-D 

BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for 
informal walks through Glencarlyn Park in search of 
resident and migratory birds. Experienced and 
beginning birders welcomed. Bring binoculars and 
field guides if you have them. Meet at Long Branch 
Nature Center. Free. 

Wed., Dec. 4,  
8:30 - 11am 
#622940-A 

Wed., Jan. 8,  
8:30 - 11am 
#622940-B 

.Wed., Feb. 5,  
8:30 - 11am 
#622940-C 

BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES & OTHER BACKYARD WILDLIFE 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 10am - 12pm 
Join National Wildlife Federation naturalist and TV 
host David Mizejewski for a fun and informative talk 
on creating wildlife-friendly gardens based on his 
award-winning book “Attracting Birds, Butterflies and 
Other Backyard Wildlife.” For info and to RSVP by 
January 24, please leave a message at 703-560-8556. 
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

TREE ID HIKE 

We can identify trees with more than just leaves; 
we'll learn to identify the trees of Arlington parks by 
their bark and shape. We will be outside the whole 
time. Teens ages 14 and up are welcome to attend, 
but must be accompanied by a registered adult. Meet 
at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

Saturday, Jan. 11,  
10 - 11:15am #622940-D 

Saturday, Feb. 8,  
10 - 11:15am #622940-E 
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How to Sign Up! 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 
residents 8am, Tuesday, November 
12. Non-resident registration opens 
8am, Wednesday, November 13.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Participants must register by 4pm 
the day before a program. The day of 
the program, please call the program 
site if you have not registered yet to 
check availability. 
 
HOW TO REGISTER: 
 
Online: Click on the hyperlinked 
program number in this document 
and you will automatically go to 
program registration. You can also 
register online at: 
registration.arlingtonva.us.  
If you do not have an account, you 
can create one online or call  
703-228-4747 for help. 
 
By Phone: Call 703-228-4747,  
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm. 
 
In Person: Visit the Registration 
Office at 3700 S. Four Mile Run 
Drive, Arlington, VA 22206,  
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm. 

FEES 
The listed fee is per participant 
unless otherwise stated. Most 
program fees are charged at 
registration. Some program fees will 
be charged at the program site (cash 
or check only, no credit cards 
please.) See program for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES  
TO BE A BARRIER 
All Arlington County Parks and 
Recreation Nature and History 
programs and services are eligible for 
fee reduction. Any member in a 
household that has qualified for a 
fee reduction can receive a fee 
reduction for classes and programs 
with advance registration and 
payment. We cannot give fee 
reductions for on-site payments, 
such as at special events. Questions? 
Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and 
search “fee reduction” or call  
703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 
Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us 
at registration@arlingtonva.us as 
soon as possible so we may contact 
someone from the waiting list. 
Cancellations on the day of the 
program should be made directly 
with the program site. 

REFUNDS 
Full refunds will be automatically 
processed within 30 days when 
classes are cancelled by Parks and 
Recreation due to weather, 
insufficient enrollment or other 
unforeseen reasons. Transfers from 
one program section to another may 
be requested through the 
Registration Office at 703-228-4747, 
prior to the start of the program. No 
refunds or credits if participants are 
unable to attend a program. 

WEATHER 
Indoor programs are cancelled in 
conjunction with the Arlington 
County’s school closings policy. 
Programs may be cancelled due to 
rain or inclement weather. Call 
nature centers for information. 

MODIFICATIONS 
We can provide reasonable 
modifications for people with 
disabilities upon request. Advanced 
notice is welcomed. Please call  
703-228-4740. TTY 711.  

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 N. Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403 

gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranch@arlingtonva.us  

FORT CF SMITH VISITOR CENTER   

2411 N. 24th Street  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-4775 
. 

jmcnair@arlingtonva.us 

Open 10am - 5pm Tuesday to Saturday, 1 - 5pm Sunday, Closed Mondays Open 10am - 2pm Saturday & Sunday 

9 8 

R.I.P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitats and increase 

species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every month. We are 

making a real difference with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals 

that depend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help 

make it happen! Call nature centers for information. No registration is required. 

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Saturday, Jan. 11, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 9:30 - 11:30am        

T   Third Sundays 

     Long Branch Nature Center 

     Sunday, Dec. 15, 2 - 4pm 

     Sunday, Jan. 19, 2 - 4pm 

     Sunday, Feb. 16, 2 - 4pm 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/
mailto:registration@arlingtonva.us
mailto:gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us
mailto:longbranch@arlingtonva.us
mailto:jmcnair@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/

