
 

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS TUESDAY, SEPTMEMBER 15, 2020 

Upcoming Events

 

October 2020 

HOW TO STAY SAFE: 
- When standing, maintain a distance of at least 
ten feet between you and individuals not from 
your same household. When seated, maintain a 
distance of at least six feet between you and 
individuals not from your same household 

- Wear a face covering where possible 

- No one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19, 
or known exposure to a COVID-19 case in the 
prior 14 days, is permitted to participate. 
Participants must sign a waiver stating that they 
meet these requirements. 

ALL PROGRAMS WILL BE 
OUTDOORS. THE NATURE 
CENTER BUILDINGS & THE 
FORT C.F. SMITH VISITOR 
CENTER WILL BE CLOSED.  

PARK POP - UPS! 
Families. Join us at the park! Meet nature & history center staff at one of 

our neighborhood parks to discover the nature and history of Arlington. We 

may bring hands-on learning items, artifacts or do activities.  

Cancelled if raining. Must register children & adults. Free. 

LONG BRIDGE PARK 

475 Long Bridge Drive, Arlington 

Sunday, Oct., 11, 3 - 4pm  

#612750-LL 

 

HIGH VIEW PARK 

1945 N Dinwiddie Street, Arl. 

Friday, Oct., 16, 3 - 4pm  

#612750-MM 

 

DOUGLAS PARK 

1718 S Quincy Street, Arl. 

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2 - 3pm  

#612950-NN 

BLUEMONT PARK 

601 N Manchester Street, Arlington 

Friday, Oct. 30, 3 - 4pm  

#612750-OO 

 

CHESTNUT HILLS PARK 

2807 N Harrison Street, Arlington 

Saturday, Oct. 31, 3 - 4pm  

#612850-PP 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612750
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Register all family members attending. 
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LONG BRANCH PROGRAMS 

WORLD OF WONDERS: WILDLIFE 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 11am - 12pm 

Families 3 and up. Join us to learn 

about our world of wonders! Have you 

ever been curious about what type of 

animals could be in your backyard? 

Meet our animals ranging from 

reptiles and amphibians to 

invertebrates and birds and find out 

how these animals live and survive in 

their habitats. Free. #612950-M 

REMEMBERING WOLVES 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 1:30 - 3pm 

Wolves used to live across the 

continental U.S., including here in 

Virginia. Join us for a presentation 

and hike on how wolves survive in the 

wild, hunt in packs and why they are 

no longer here. We'll also play a game 

to become our own pack of wolves. 

Free. #612950-S 

CAMPFIRE EVENINGS,  Bring your own S’mores, Snacks & Drinks! 

GULF BRANCH 
. 

Creepy Crawly Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 23, 6:30 - 7:30pm #612850-C 
. 

Full Moon Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 30, 6:30 - 7:30pm #612850-D  

.LONG BRANCH 

. 

Fear Factor Campfire 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 7 - 8pm #612950-C 
. 
Halloween Animals Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 9, 6 - 7pm #612950-D 

NATURE HIKES  
Families ages 5 and up. Join us 

for this nature hike led by a 

naturalist who will identify trees, 

plants, and different types of 

wildlife all while making a 

connection to the beauty that is 

in our environment. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 11, 11am - 12pm 

#612950-X 

 

Sunday, Oct. 25, 11am - 12pm 

#612950-Y  

R.I.P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitats and 

increase species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held 

every month. We are making a real difference with the return of ferns and 

wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas once covered 

in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Children & adults 

must pre-register at NaturalResouces@arlingtonva.us  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2 - 4pm 

Virginia Ghosts Campfire, Saturday, Oct. 24, 5 - 6pm #612750-I Meet at Fort C.F. Smith 

 Dia de Muertos  
~  

Day of the Dead 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 6 - 7:30pm 
Families. Come celebrate the Day 
of the Dead with us for a night of 
family fun. We’ll make calaveras, 
the decorative sugar skull masks, 
and see some night animals up 
close. Afterward, we’ll go on a 
fun, not scary, night hike through 
the candlelit forest. Meet at Long 
Branch Nature Center. Free. 
#612950-T 
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GULF BRANCH PROGRAMS 
 
COOL CREEK CRITTERS 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 3 - 4:30pm 
Ages 5 to 10. Dress to get wet as we 
spend some time exploring 
waterfalls, trying to catch water 
striders, and taking a closer look at 
some creek critters. Must wear 
closed-toe shoes in water. Free. 
#612820-D 
 

FREE PLAY DAYS  
Sunday, Oct. 25, 2 - 3pm 
Ages 5 to 10. Give kids unstructured 
time they can call their own. We'll 
explore the woods, make mud pies, 
build forts, and play in the creek! 
Dress to get wet and dirty, and 
remember to wear closed-toe shoes. 
We'll have nets, buckets, magnifying 
lenses, and other supplies that make 
playing outdoors even more fun! 
Parents are welcome to stay! Free. 
#612820-B 

CENTIPEDES , MILLIPEDES & 
WOODLOUSES, OH MY!  
Saturday, Oct. 31, 10:30 - 11:30am 
Ages 5 to 10. Centipedes, millipedes 
and woodlouses all have many more 
legs than insects. Find out how they 
are similar to and different from 
each other, and meet them up close. 
Search the woods for these 
fascinating creatures. Free. 
#612820-H 
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TINY TOT NATURE FUN 
Introduce your child ages 18 to 

35 months to nature with 

programs designed to help 

children and caregivers feel 

comfortable exploring our 

natural world. Caregivers must 

stay with their child. Free.  
. 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Saturday, Oct. 3 

10 - 10:30am #612810-P 

Wednesday, Oct. 7 

10 - 10:30am #612810-Q 

Thursday, Oct. 15 

10 - 10:30am #612810-R 

 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 

4 - 4:30pm #612910-P 

Saturday, Oct. 17 

10 - 10:30am #612910-Q 

Wednesday, Oct. 21 

4 - 4:30pm #612910-R 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 
Preschoolers ages 3 to 5 can actively explore their natural world with programs 

that build the foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. 

Programs provide hands-on interactive learning which may include: games, mini 

hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. 

Caregivers must stay with their child. Free. 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

INVERTEBRATES  

Thursday, Oct. 1 

4 - 4:30pm #612810-E 

Friday, Oct. 2 

4 - 4:30pm #612810-F 

Wednesday, Oct. 7 

4 - 4:30pm #612810-G 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 

10 - 10:30am #612810-H 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 
. 
OWLS 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 

4 - 4:30pm #612910-E 

Saturday, Oct. 17 

1 - 1:30pm #612910-F 

Saturday, Oct. 24 

11:30am - 12pm #612910-G 

Thursday, Oct. 29 

1 - 1:30pm #612910-H 

NATURE STORYTIME  
Ages 2 to 10. Register child only, but caretakers must attend. Come 

enjoy a story with one of our naturalists along with the chance to meet 

a live animal! Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

Friday, Oct. 16, 11 - 11:30am 
#612910-W 

Friday, Oct. 30, 11 - 11:30am 
#612910-Z 

 

 
CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES AGES 7 TO 11. MEET AT FORT C.F. SMITH PARK. FREE. 

INFANTRY DRILLS 

Saturday, Oct. 3,  

11am - 12pm 

We'll drill like Union 

soldiers by practicing our 

marches and turns, as well 

as how to “load in nine 

times” with replica wood 

rifles. #612720-A 

 

ARTILLERY DRILLS 

Saturday, Oct. 3,  

1 - 2pm 

Work as a team practicing 

the steps to load and aim a 

replica Civil War cannon. 

We'll talk about different 

types of artillery and put 

our skills to the test. 

#612720-B 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES 

Saturday, Oct. 10,  

12 - 1pm 

A hands-on introduction to 

the life and times of the 

Union soldiers who once 

occupied Fort C.F. Smith. 

Practice their drills and 

design their fortifications 

with friends! #612720-G 
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Register all family members attending. 
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C.F. SMITH PARK WALKING TOUR  

Saturday, Oct. 3, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 7 and up. Fort C.F. Smith was one of the 

last Union forts built to protect Washington during the 

Civil War. We'll learn about the park's history, the role of 

the fort and the soldiers stationed there in the Civil War. 

Dress for the weather. Terrain will be uneven and 

possibly muddy. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. Free. 

#612750-B 
. 

FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK WALKING TOUR 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 3 - 3:45pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Fort Ethan Allen was built by the 

Union Army in September 1861 to command the 

approach to Chain Bridge and has the most extensive 

remaining features of any Civil War fort in Arlington. 

We'll explore the earthworks and discuss how and why 

the fort was built. Dress for the weather. Terrain will be 

uneven and possibly muddy. Meet at Fort Ethan Allen 

Park, 3829 N Stafford St, Arlington. Free. #612750-E 

ADAPTED NATURE HIKE - BARCROFT PARK 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 1:30 - 3pm 

Families. All are welcome to join us on a leisurely-paced 

hike through a park. The forested trails will be 

accessible, smooth and shaded for a fun hike to explore 

and examine whatever we discover. Restrooms & water 

fountains inside Barcroft Sports & Fitness Center, paved 

trails open in sun until forested area, trails are flat, 

benches at the picnic area for rest. For information:  

703-228-6535. Meet at Barcroft Park, 4200 S Four Mile 

Run Drive, Arlington. Free. #612950-J 

FORT SCOTT PARK WALKING TOUR 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 12 - 12:30pm 
Families ages 7 and up. Built by the Union Army in 1861, 
this fort had a commanding view of the Four Mile Run 
Valley and protected approaches to Washington from the 
south. Explore the remaining earthworks while we 
discuss how and why the fort was built. Meet at Fort 
Scott Park, 2800 Fort Scott Drive, Arlington. Free. 
#612750-G 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

 

BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 8:30 - 11am 
Join members of the Northern 
Virginia Bird Club for a walk in search 
of resident and migratory birds. 
Experienced and beginning birders 
welcomed. Bring binoculars and field 
guides. Meet at Long Branch Nature 
Center. Free. #612940-B 
 

BREWERY HIKE: FOUR MILE RUN 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 4 - 5pm 
Join Fort C.F. Smith Park staff for a 
history walk along Four Mile Run to 
one of Arlington's local breweries. 
We'll discuss local stories of the area 
from colonial times to the Civil Rights 
Movement, and end at the New 
District Brewing Company. Meet 
outside the Shirlington Branch 
Library. Public parking available at 
the Campbell Avenue Garage, 4250 
Campbell Ave, and at the Randolph 

Square Parking Garage, 2850 S 
Randolph Street, Arlington. Free. 
#612740-A 

WAGGIN’ WALK 
Sunday, Oct. 25, 10 - 11am 
Bring your four-legged friend on a 
short hike while we learn how dogs 
do and don't differ from their wolf 
ancestors! Dogs must have good social 
skills and be kept on a leash at all 
times. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 
Center. Free. #612840-E 

PARK IN THE DARK Families ages 5 and up. Free. 

NOCTURNAL SENSE NIGHT HIKE 
Friday, Oct. 2, 7:30 - 8:30pm 
Come experience the forest at night like nocturnal 
animals. We’ll hike and do senses experiments to find 
our way in the dark. Meet at Long Branch Nature 
Center. #612950-R 

HARVEST MOON NIGHT HIKE 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 7 - 8pm 
We'll learn why the moon waxes and wanes 
throughout the month as well as the many ways 
animals adapt to a brighter night sky when the moon 
is full! Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. #612850-K 
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VIRTUAL PICTIONARY  
Thursday, Oct. 1, 3 - 4pm 
Join a naturalist to play a nature-themed version 
of Pictionary with other nature-loving kids! We’ll 
be using the whiteboard feature of Zoom. 
Participants must register to receive a meeting 
link and additional information. #612820-O 

VIRTUAL BINGO 
Thursday, Oct. 15, 1 - 2pm 
Join a naturalist on Microsoft Teams to play a 
nature-themed version of BINGO with other 
nature-loving kids! Participants must register to 
receive a BINGO card. #612820-P 

VIRTUAL CHARADES 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 4 - 5pm 
Join a naturalist on Microsoft Teams to play an 
animal-themed version of charades with other 
nature-loving kids! Feel free to bring props and 
costume materials! #612820-K 

We will email you a link to Microsoft Teams before the program start time.  
Please have your device ready to go prior to the start of the program. 
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. 
BEGINNER BIRDING CLUB 

Sundays, 9 - 10am; 10/4, 10/18, 11/1, 11/15, & 11/29  
Families. Join a naturalist as we learn about our feathered 
friends. In this club we will learn the life histories of birds, 
how to identify them based on sound and appearance, and 
create a bird journal for future use. #612950-AA 

  
DEEP DIVE: WILDLIFE DIGUISES 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 8 - 9pm 

 

Adults. Take a Deep Dive into a natural history topic 

to scratch more than just the surface. Find out how 

and why wildlife want to fool predators, pollinators, 

and even potential mates. Free. #612840-B 

LET’S PLAY! Ages 8 to 11. Free.  VIRTUAL FAMILY PROGRAMS Free.  

 
 
 
 

CAMP - SIDE COLORING 
Ages 4 to 9. Join a Union soldier on 

Microsoft Teams at Fort C.F. Smith 

Park's camp site and coloring 

station for this pop-in program. 

Each week, we will be coloring 

pictures that show different parts 

of Union soldier life in Arlington. 

When you register, you will receive 

a scan of that week's coloring 

sheet. Feel free to print and color 

by hand, or open the file in a paint 

application. Free. 

THE UNION ARMY IN ARLINGTON 
Ages 7 to 11. Join a Union soldier on Microsoft Teams 

at the Fort C.F. Smith Park Visitor Center to learn 

about how Union soldiers lived in our county during the 

Civil War, as well as what brought them there. Free. 

VIRTUAL NATURE STORYTIME  No registration required. Free. 

Monday, Oct. 5, 

10 - 11am 

#612720-P 

Monday, Oct. 

19, 10 - 11am 

#612720-R 

Monday, Oct. 12,  

11am - 12pm #612720-I 

Monday, Oct. 26,  

11am - 12pm #612720-J 

LEAF MAN 

Tuesday, Oct. 6, 10 - 10:30am 

Ages 2 to 5. Join us to read "Leaf 

Man” by Lois Ehlert with one of our 

naturalists! After the story, we’ll 

take a short virtual walk and look 

for leaves at the park! Meant for 

tots, but the whole family is 

welcome! Visit: Gulf Branch's 

Facebook page to tune in!  
. 

FIRESIDE STORYTIME 

Ages 3 to 5. Join us live for a 

fireside readings. Visit: Long 

Branch's Facebook page to tune in! 

 

“VERDI” by Janell Cannon 

Friday, Oct. 16, 7 - 7:30pm 

 

“PINDULI” by Janell Cannon 

Friday, Oct. 30, 7 - 7:30pm 

 

MONSTERS OF THE NATURAL WORLD 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 7 - 8pm 
 
Adults. Sometimes fact is more interesting than 
fiction! We'll explore real-life zombies, vampires, and 
other "monsters" of the natural world in celebration 
of Halloween. Free. #612840-G 

WILD VIRGINIA  
Families. Get ready to go wild! Each program will focus on 
specific groups of wildlife that live here in Virginia.  
 
REPTILES 
Thursday, Oct. 8, 7 - 8pm 
What kinds of reptiles live here? Are they venomous or 
dangerous? Or are they harmless?  #612950-DD 

MAMMALS 
Thursday, Oct. 22, 7 - 8pm 
How can mammals survive the extreme weather changes of 
the mid-Atlantic? What are their adaptations and strategies?  
#612950-BB 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612820
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612820
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612820
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612840
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612720
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612720
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612720
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612720
https://www.facebook.com/GulfBranchNatureCenter/
https://www.facebook.com/GulfBranchNatureCenter/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Local-Business/Long-Branch-Nature-Center-534154986603390/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Local-Business/Long-Branch-Nature-Center-534154986603390/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612840
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612950
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612950


 

 

How to Sign Up! 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 
Tuesday, September 15th. Non-resident 
registration opens Wednesday, September 16th.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Participants must 
register by 4pm the day before a program. The 
day of the program, please call the program site 
if you have not registered yet to check 
availability. 
 
HOW TO REGISTER: 
 
Online: Click on the hyperlinked program 
number in this document and you will 
automatically go to program registration. You 
can also register online at: 
registration.arlingtonva.us.  
If you do not have an account, you can create 
one online or call 703-228-4747 for help. 
 
By Phone: Call 703-228-4747,  
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm. 

FEES 
All October programs are free of change, but 
registration is still necessary for attendance in 
either in-person or virtual programs. 

CANCELLATIONS 
Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us at 
registration@arlingtonva.us as soon as possible 
so we may contact someone from the waiting 
list. Cancellations on the day of the program 
should be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 
Full refunds will be automatically processed 
within 30 days when classes are cancelled by 
Parks and Recreation due to weather, 
insufficient enrollment or other unforeseen 
reasons. Transfers from one program section to 
another may be requested through the 
Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 
start of the program. No refunds or credits if 
participants are unable to attend a program. 

WEATHER 
Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction 
with the Arlington County’s school closings 
policy. Programs may be cancelled due to rain or 
inclement weather. Call nature centers for 
information. 

MODIFICATIONS 
We can provide reasonable modifications for 
people with disabilities upon request. Advanced 
notice is welcomed. Please call 703-228-4740.  
TTY 711.  
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GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 N. Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403 

gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranch@arlingtonva.us  

FORT CF SMITH VISITOR CENTER   

2411 N. 24th Street  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-4775 
. 

jmcnair@arlingtonva.us 

Nature Centers & Fort CF Smith Visitor Center Temporarily Closed 
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