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FAAC Opinion 
 
The long-time focus of AED economic competitiveness, tourism, nonprofit capacity building, dealing 
with BRAC, and maintaining the 50/50 split in the tax base between commercial and residential are 
timely, given the 2014 Board Chair initiatives.  FAAC commends AED for keeping a focus on 
business attraction and retention, as well as for strategic choices to achieve better metrics (e.g., long-
term strategic targeting of niche markets by the Arlington County Visitor Services). 
 
FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board approve the budget for AED in the County 
Manager’s proposal. 

Vote: Yes:   7   No:   1 Abstain:   1 

Comment:  

 
FAAC Recommendation #2 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board use one-time money to fund a lobbying effort on the 
hotel tax authority reinstatement by the Virginia General Assembly. 

Vote: Yes:   4 No:   4 Abstain:   1 

Comment: Given the close vote, FAAC will reconsider this recommendation while 
reviewing the County Board options during the Budget Wrap-up. 

 
Future Considerations 
 
FAAC eagerly anticipates the expansion and improvement from AED’s performance measures as the 
two new FTEs (business development managers) enable AED to better pursue its mission.  FAAC 
also commends AED for pursuing a pro-active strategy on data mining and market analysis, and 
looks forward to future reports from AED. 
 
The issues of net tax support and the performance of the Artisphere continue to merit close watch by 
the County Board.  A majority of FAAC cautiously supports the continuation of one-time funding for 
Artisphere, but FAAC intends to take actions to learn more about the operations of Artisphere and 
how the facility fits into the future of Rosslyn. 
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