
Appendix A 

Intersections:  Ballston BID / Metro Canopy Public Art Project 

General Project Overview  
Intersections is an interactive work of light art, proposed for the canopy of the Ballston Metro entrance, 
that will serve as a bold new gateway for Ballston and an engaging, ever-changing backdrop for everyday 
life in the area. The project, which is being led by Blendid, an Amsterdam-based art and design studio, is 
still in design development. 

Intersections will use sensors to observe the movements of residents, commuters and visitors in the area 
around the Metro entrance. This data will be processed to generate a fluid composition of light that will 
be projected onto the canopy’s underside by dozens of individually programmed LEDs. The result — a 
dance of softly glowing pixels — will make visible the hidden rhythms of the station entrance and the 
plaza where it is located. The artwork’s behavior will be the direct result of its relation with the Ballston 
community, who is both audience and inspiration. 

Goals  
This project was originally commissioned as part of Ballston’s “Public Displays of Innovation” public art 
project. The goals were to:  

• create an ongoing series of attractions that enhance Ballston’s stature as a center of research, 
innovation, science and technology, 

• support Ballston’s character as a vibrant, walkable, urban community that is a primary destination for 
business, education, entertainment and living, 

• provide artists and innovators with an opportunity to apply their research interests and talents to 
projects that enliven the public realm, and 

• allow for experimentation with multiple modes and emerging media in the public realm. 
The specific goals for the Canopy project were: 

• create an artistic landmark and amenity at one of the key gateways into the district 

• create a dynamic, ever-changing feature that will turn an ordinary subway entrance into a place of 
surprise, wonder and delight 

• create an artwork that is unique to Arlington and the region, and that will attract attention and visitors 

Selection Process 
Blendid was selected through a competitive, invitational process, based on qualifications, references and a 
brief statement of interest.  

Artist Details  
Blendid is a Dutch interaction design/art collective consisting of David Kousemaker and Tim Olden. 
They have been collaborating to explore the intersection of the physical and the digital domains since 
2004. Using a wide range of technologies Blendid creates playful interactive pieces that instil a sense of 
wonderment in young and old alike. Behind an accessible facade their work deals with more profound 
themes that are often related to the impact of technology on culture.  

Description of Artwork / Artist Concept 
“Intersections” explores the idea of Ballston and its Metro station as a crossroads and meeting place. 
Where our paths intersect we exchange ideas that inspire, and opportunities are created that help shape 
our future — the kind of cross-pollination from which the fruits of urban life emerge.  



Our design takes an abstract of this dynamic as the inspiration for a fluid visual composition of light. It 
will balance our desires to create direct responsive interaction, as well as a memory of the activity that 
takes place over a larger timeframe. 

Translating these ideas into interactive behaviors has resulted in a three-phased mechanics. First, 
pedestrians have a direct influence, in that their presence under the canopy will effect the spawning of 
lines that travel over the canopy. Where these animated lines intersect one another, they will give life to 
“autonomous artifacts of light.” Once these artifacts pass a threshold, they will form the basis of a more 
involved visual effect. Afterwards, the installation will reset to its initial state.   

Timeline 
We anticipate a design and build-out time of approximately 15 months after receiving WMATA 
approval.   
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