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Making Arlington a leading community 
that is vibrant, accessible and 
resilient, today and in the future.

The Office of the Public Defender provides
zealous, client-centered representation to
indigent defendants in Arlington County and
the City of Falls Church.



Department Overview
• We strive to be a model of superior quality 

indigent defense services

• 10 attorneys, sentencing advocate, 
mitigation & fact investigators, 4 
administrative staff

• Handle trial & appeals, all jailable
misdemeanors and felonies

• Zealous, holistic, client-centered practice
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Department Overview
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• Leaders of the indigent defense bar

• Commitment to training and innovation

• Seek to foster spirit of professionalism, 
collegiality and transparency with Police and 
Sheriff

• Deeply invested in community partnerships 
and alternatives to incarceration: diversion, 
mental health & substance abuse services, 
RNR, drug court, re-entry, MHCJRC, AARI
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Summary of Proposed Budget Changes

FY 2019
Adopted

FY 2020
Proposed Change

%
Change

Expenses $191,613 $181,239 -$10,374 -5.4%
Revenue - - - -
Staff - FTEs - FTEs - -
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• Personnel decreases due to supplement adjustments based on 
prior year state salary levels, staff turnover, and adjustments for 
payroll taxes.
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Key Budget Considerations
• Our partnerships with the Community Services Board and Sheriff are invaluable, and we aim 

to strengthen them as we maintain an increasingly large caseload of Arlingtonians with SMI 
and substance abuse issues.

• As of the Fall of 2018, the Public Defender has been appointed to almost all Arlington cases 
involving indigent defendants, which has led to a massive savings in payments to private 
court-appointed attorneys.

• With a larger proportion of the court’s docket, the Office can have a greater influence in 
bringing balance to Arlington’s criminal justice system.

• Our attorney supplements are lower than those in neighboring jurisdictions (e.g. Alexandria, 
Fairfax).
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