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The following information is provided in response to a request made by Katie Cristol at 
the work session on 2/28/2019, regarding the following question: 
The following response addresses several questions regarding the Housing Grants 
Program, including what happens to clients who approach or exceed the rent to income 
threshold and the County’s fiscal impact if the maximum allowable rents were to be raised 
to HUD levels. 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
1. What are the protections, if any, available to Housing Grants clients to prevent rent escalating to a 

level making them ineligible for the program? How often are clients required to move due to a unit 
becoming unaffordable?  
 
For a unit to be considered affordable for a Housing Grants client, the rent must not exceed 50% of 
their income.  When a household approaches this threshold, Housing Grants staff advise the client to 
consider relocating to a committed affordable unit with rent equal to or less than the effective 
maximum allowable rent (MAR).  Program participants are provided a list of properties with 
committed affordable units to assist with relocation.  Clients are also referred to other public 
assistance programs to assist with relocation services.  
 
Fewer than 1% of Housing Grants households are advised to relocate to a more affordable unit each 
month when their rent is determined to be unaffordable (i.e. >50% of household income). In the 
majority of cases, clients are able to locate a more affordable unit.   
 

2. Difference between the County’s effective Housing Grant maximum allowable rent (MAR) and the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) fair market rent totals: 

Currently there is a significant difference between the current (and proposed) County MAR levels 
and HUD’s market rates.  Utilizing the federal fair market rent (FMR) would significantly increase 
Housing Grants expenditures.  In FY 2019, for example, the projected program cost would increase 
$4.7 million, from $9.3 million to $14 million.  Chapter 44 of the Arlington County code allows for 
the County Manager to increase housing grant levels up to the rental rates established by HUD.  
Adjustments to the County’s housing rent program should be evaluated as a part of the annual 
budget process.  The chart on the following page illustrates rent rates between the County and HUD 
limits for various apartment unit sizes. 
 
County code section for housing grants for needy persons (Chapter 44): 
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2016/04/Chapter-44-HOUSING-
GRANTS-FOR-NEEDY-PERSONS.pdf 

https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2016/04/Chapter-44-HOUSING-GRANTS-FOR-NEEDY-PERSONS.pdf
https://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2016/04/Chapter-44-HOUSING-GRANTS-FOR-NEEDY-PERSONS.pdf
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