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The following information is provided in response to a request made by Christian Dorsey 
and Libby Garvey regarding the proposed transition plan for Cultural Affairs.  
 
Provide additional clarification on the current operating hours of the Scenic Studio and 
how service / hours would change in the County Manager’s proposed transition plan? 
 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

• The Scenic Studio is a benefit offered to performing arts organizations that 
receive grants for productions at the joint-use theaters of Arlington Public 
Schools (APS) or Theater on the Run at 3700 S Four-Mile Run.  It is open and 
staffed from 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm, Tuesday through Friday and 10:00 am to 6:00 
pm Saturday (40 hours total).  

• The County Manager’s updated transition plan for Cultural Affairs proposes one-
time funding of the Scenic Studio Manager in FY 2020 to accommodate the 
projected needs for the four users of the space (Avant Bard, Dominion Stage, 
Encore Stage and Studio, The Arlington Players) while staff explores alternative 
management structures for delivering these services.   

• The transition plan also includes a proposal to shift the Scenic Studio’s operating 
schedule to match the seasonal demand of productions. There will be no change 
to the existing user groups when demand is greatest – September and 
December through February.  

• There may be some reduction in availability during slower times of the year -- 
generally the summer months -- when the Studio Manager will be needed to 
support the Mobile Stage or other Cultural Affairs programming support. In such 
instances, the Scenic Studio Manager will coordinate, in advance, directly with 
any impacted user(s) to ensure they can plan accordingly. 

 
Additional information on the proposed transition for Cultural Affairs can be found on 
the County’s FY 2020 Budget website.  

 
 
 

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2019/03/H-1-AED-CAD-Budget-Update-March-29-2019.pdf

