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Description 
The intent of this document is to establish guidance for use of the R10-15 “Turning Vehicles Yield to 
Pedestrians” sign for engineers, consultants, planners, and designers working within Arlington County. 
These guidelines are to provide direction in justifying locations where the sign could be beneficial, 
providing for the safety of pedestrians while maximizing County resources, and maintaining the sign’s 
effectiveness. 

Related Standards & Specifications 
a. Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
b. Virginia Supplement to the MUTCD 

Purpose 
“Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” sign is used at intersections to remind drivers to yield to crossing 
pedestrians that conflict with the driver’s turning movement.  The sign is useful at locations where the 
intersection is skewed, or a pedestrian crossing is set back from the intersection and thus a crossing 
pedestrian is not easily visible.   It is typically only installed at signalized intersections but can be 
installed at unsignalized intersections with unique circumstances.  

Justification 
“Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” signs should be considered at intersections where there are 
conflicts with turning vehicles and crossing pedestrians.  Specifically, the sign should be considered 
where a crosswalk is set back further from an intersection than expected.  Each conflict with a turning 
movement should be evaluated independently for the installation of the sign (e.g. left-turning vehicles 
vs. right-turning vehicles).  For a “Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” sign to be considered at a 
location, the following conditions must be met: 

 The location is at a marked crosswalk at an intersection 
 One of the following conditions: 

o One reported collision occurred at the location in the past two years with citations 
related to drivers not seeing or yielding the right-of-way to a pedestrian. 

o The location is at a signalized intersection, and 10 or more pedestrians use the 
crosswalk during any two 15-minute intervals, or 50 pedestrians use the crosswalk 
during the 8 highest pedestrian volume hours on a typical day. 

o The number of pedestrians crossing at a particular leg on an approach to an intersection 
and number of conflicting turns with that pedestrian movement during the eight highest 
volume hours  fall above the curve shown in figure 1 below.  

o The location is at a signalized intersection, and is within one block of a pedestrian 
generator (school, hospital, park, library, senior center, shopping center, multi-use trail, 
or office building [3 or more stories tall]) 

o The location is at an intersection on an uncontrolled approach, and engineering 
judgment determines that the sign would be helpful in bringing awareness to drivers 
due to either a disproportionately high pedestrian volume or unique geometry that 
compromises visibility of crossing pedestrians and no other mitigation measures are 
available for consideration.  



 

 

Design and Installation Criteria 
When the criteria are met for installation of the “Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” sign, a 30”x30” 
sized sign shown in Figure 2 shall be installed.  

In locations where a 30”x30” sign may not be easily seen, a larger sign measuring 36”x36” can be 
considered.  The shaded region of the top half of the sign shall be yellow, unless the intersection is 
located within a school zone (as designated by guidelines in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices).  If the intersection is within a school zone, then the shaded region shall be fluorescent green 

Figure 2: R10-15R “Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” sign with a 
yellow background. 

Figure 1 



colored (as shown on cover page).  If the conflicting pedestrian crossing is a trail crossing, then the 
pedestrian symbol and bicycle symbol should be stacked as they are on the W11-15A sign (see Figure 3). 
For this sign, a 30”x36” sized sign shall be used.  

 

 

  

Figure 3: R10-15C "turning vehicles yield to pedestrians and bicyclists" 
sign with a yellow background. 



The arrow on the sign should match the direction of the turning movement that conflicts with the 
pedestrian movement.  If the conflicting vehicle turning movement is a left turn, then the R10-15L sign 
shall be used.  Likewise, if the conflicting vehicle turning movement is a right turn, then the R10-15R sign 
shall be used.  If a review determines that the sign is warranted at an approach to an intersection for 
both a left turning and right turning movement, a single sign shall be installed. The sign shall be the 
standard R10-15 sign but shall not have an arrow on it (see Figure 3). 

 

 

At a signalized intersection, the sign shall be mounted to the signal span wire or mast arm.  The TE&O 
Signals Team should be consulted to determine if the sign can be mounted to the span wire or mast 
arm.  If a mast arm or span wire installation is approved, for a right-turning vehicle conflict, the sign shall 
be mounted to the right of the furthest right signal light.  For a left-turning vehicle conflict, the sign shall 
be mounted to the left of the furthest left signal light.  If it is determined that the signs cannot be 
mounted to the span wire or mast arm, then the sign shall be installed along the approach to the 
intersection adjacent to the conflict.  In this case, the sign should be mounted to a telespar post or 
streetlight.   For locations with significant pedestrian-vehicular conflict, a supplemental ground-mounted 
sign can be installed in addition to the span wire or mast arm sign installation. 

The sign should not be installed for left-turning vehicle conflicts where there is already a “turning 
vehicles yield on green” or “turning vehicles yield on flashing yellow” sign.  

If a left turning vehicle sign cannot be installed on the span wire or a mast arm, then engineering 
judgment should be used to determine a location for the sign to be installed that maximizes its visibility 
and effectiveness for drivers.  

  

Figure 4: Sign to be installed in instances where it is warranted for both right-turning and left-turning vehicles 



Submittals 
Design and placement of all “Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” signs shall be approved by the 
Department of Environmental Services (DES) Transportation Engineering and Operations Bureau (TE&O). 

Conclusion 
Research has indicated that “Turning Vehicles Yield to Pedestrians” signs have had consistently positive 
impacts on driver behavior approaching marked crosswalks at intersections.  Benefits of installing these 
signs include: 

 Increased incidences of drivers yielding to pedestrians 
 Enhanced crosswalk awareness and public safety 

Arlington County will install these signs at the sole discretion of the Department of Environmental 
Services (DES) Transportation and Operations Bureau (TE&O) after an engineering review has been 
completed.  

Existing signs throughout the County that do not meet the guidelines herein shall not be immediately 
replaced.  If a new study is performed at an intersection with an existing sign, that sign shall be 
evaluated based on these guidelines and adjustments shall be made accordingly.  
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