PUBLIC ART/DESIGN OPPORTUNITY
Request for Qualifications
Arlington County, Virginia
Oakland Park Public Art Project
3705 Wilson Boulevard
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CALL TO ARTISTS: Request for Qualifications
Oakland Park Public Art Project
Project Budget: $85,000.00
Deadline for Submissions: August 8, 2016, 5:00 PM EST
Arlington County, Virginia is accepting qualifications from artists or artist teams interested in a public art
opportunity at Oakland Park, located in the Virginia Square neighborhood of Arlington, VA. The selected
artist/team will design, fabricate, and install a permanent work of art that will function as a shading
element in the park that is being upgraded for enhanced user experience. While designing the artwork,
the selected artist must take into consideration other improvements planned for the park and create a
work of art that can exist successfully within this active neighborhood green space.
Project Background:
Arlington County is a 26-square mile county within the Washington, DC, metropolitan area. Originally
part of the 10-mile square federal city as surveyed in 1791 and separated from the rest of the city by the
Potomac River, the southwest quadrant of the city was retro-ceded to Virginia in 1846 and renamed
Arlington County in 1920. Arlington is comprised of thriving urban neighborhoods and strives to be a
world-class community with a focus on smart growth. Arlington is also home to Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport, the Pentagon, the Iwo Jima Memorial, and Arlington National Cemetery.
Oakland Park is located in the Virginia Square neighborhood of Arlington, VA, at Wilson Boulevard
between North Oakland Street and North Nelson Street. Virginia Square developed in the late 1940s as
a residential community and commercial district. Significant residential development in the area began
at the turn of the century with the opening of a trolley line from Rosslyn to Falls Church. Virginia Square
became one of three retail centers along the streetcar line in Arlington that thrived during the 1950s
and was once home to the Virginia Square Shopping Center, from which the neighborhood got its name.
Today Virginia Square contains a blend of education and arts in the midst of a largely residential
neighborhood. Here you will find college campuses, businesses, organizations, apartments, single-family
homes, a church, and expansive parks complete with picnic areas and athletic fields — all within blocks
of the Virginia Square Metro station. The main branch of the Arlington Public Library, the Arlington Arts
Center (a regional visual arts center), and campuses of George Mason University and The George
Washington University are all located here.
Oakland Park was one of several pocket parks planned for the County as part of a smart growth plan
from the 1980s. Originally named Oakland Mini-Park, the park was surrounded by a wooden split-rail
fence. At the time it was founded, the park had few trees until the 1990s when a neighborhood
resident-led initiative worked with Arlington County Parks and Recreation to plant more trees which are
in abundance today.
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Public Art in the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor:
Virginia Square lies within the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor, one of four corridors called out in Arlington
County’s 2004 Public Art Master Plan (PAMP) as priority locations for public art projects due to their
high density and high visibility. The PAMP states, “The primary commitment should focus on using
public art to strengthen the people-oriented qualities of central public spaces that act as the heart and
defining feature of each Metro station area or urban village.” Oakland Park is specifically referenced as
a prime opportunity for public art as a means of creating a signature public space for Virginia Square and
the County. In addition to enhancing civic life, public art for the park also creates a means of exploring
how Arlington’s history and culture have shaped the County’s landscape through three themes
identified in the PAMP:




Federal Arlington considers how the County’s economy, population, development patterns, and
visual character have been shaped by its ever-changing relationship to the federal government.
Historic Arlington reflects on how Arlington has been shaped by successive layers of urban
growth.
Global Arlington considers how Arlington’s residents, businesses, and institutions are
increasingly linked through cultural, economic, and institutional ties to places beyond the
County and the region.

Oakland Park Public Art Opportunity Details:
Oakland Park is an intimate green space in close proximity to the Virginia Square Metro station and the
Arlington Arts Center. The park is predominately used by young people and retirees who reside in the
neighborhood for a number of activities including pedestrian traffic, dog walking, gathering, play,
picnics, feeding the homeless, recreation, Easter egg hunts, and children’s crafts. Arlington County Parks
& Recreation will be upgrading the Park to include new site furnishings, pervious paving, ornamental
plantings, and new park signs. These enhancements will achieve the following goals:







Preserve the open space and retain existing trees.
Pave the central trail to increase ADA accessibility and eliminate a secondary path.
Replace existing site furniture with new coordinating furniture that is ADA compliant.
Include complementary plantings at both trail entrances and new tree plantings.
Include park signs at both entrances.
Maintain the space as a passive use park that benefits the surrounding location.

Additionally, public art in the form of a shading element will be a welcome and iconic addition to the
park. (See page 8 for images of the park detailing current conditions and page 9 for the concept plan for
the new park).
Artist Scope of Work:
The artist or team selected for this project will be responsible for developing and implementing a work
of art designed to be a creative shade structure for the 40,000 square foot park. The selected artist or
team will develop a concept and a final design and fabricate and install the work in coordination with
other improvements planned for the park to reduce costs and minimize disruption to the site. The
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selected artist will also be expected to develop a community engagement plan and create a record of
their community engagement process. The project site does not have water or electric utility service.
Public Art Goals:
The design concept and the completed work of art shall:
 Consist of a vertical element which provides some degree of shade for park visitors.
 Serve as a focal point for the southwest corner of the park and a counterpoint or bookend to the
large tree in the park’s northeast corner.
 Complement the materials palette selected for park improvements and enhance user’s
experience of the passive use space.
 Make a statement that relates to the sense of place associated with the park.
 Provide a whimsical, natural, and non-sterile addition to the park.
 Demonstrate structural and surface soundness, durability, and resistance to vandalism,
weathering, excessive maintenance, and repair costs.
 Meet ADA standards.
Budget:
The total project budget, including artist design fee, materials, fabrication, engineering, installation,
travel and expenses, is $85,000.
Eligibility:
Professional artists and design professionals are invited to apply as individuals or teams. Candidates
must have collaborative, project team experience working with other artists and design professionals
(engineers, architects, urban planners, landscape architects) on similar public art projects.
Anticipated Schedule:
July 8, 2016………………………………………………….Announcement of RFQ
August 8, 2016, 5:00 PM EST……………………….Deadline for receipt of application materials
week of August 15, 2016……………………………..Review of qualifications and artist selection
August – October, 2016……………………………….Concept development
late Fall 2016……………………………………………….Construction drawings completed for permitting
late Fall 2016 – spring 2017…………………………Fabrication
summer 2017………………………………………………Installation
Selection Process and Criteria:
An Art Advisory Panel will be convened to make the artist/team selection and recommendation for
award of contract. Voting members of the Art Advisory Panel will include representatives of the
community, artist/design professionals, and project team members. Additional project team members
and Public Art staff may serve as non-voting members. The Panel’s proceedings will be limited to voting
and non-voting members of the Panel, in order to ensure confidentiality of the selection process and
open discussion of the merits of applicants pursuant to County purchasing procedures. The panel will
use the following criteria to make their selection:
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Artistic merit as evidenced by submitted digital representation of past work.
Appropriateness of the artist’s medium, style, and previous professional experience as they
relate to the goals and opportunities of this project.
Experience with projects of similar scale and scope, including a demonstrated ability to
successfully collaborate with public agencies, engage in a successful public review process, work
well with diverse community groups, and plan and carry out successful community engagement
activities.
The ability of the artist to successfully work within the project timeline and budget.

The Panel will review qualified applicants’ submitted materials and make a recommendation for the
commission. The Panel may also decide to recommend a short-list of artists who will be invited to be
interviewed and/or create site specific proposals for a design fee. Following reference checks, the Panel
will recommend a single artist/team to the Public Art Committee (PAC) of the Arlington Commission for
the Arts for selection. Upon the PAC’s review, the selected artist/team will be issued a design contract.
The selected artist/team will be required to present a final design proposal and/or maquette to the Art
Advisory Panel and the PAC for review, prior to issuance of a contract for fabrication and installation.
HOW TO SUBMIT QUALIFICATIONS:
Qualifications must be submitted through SlideRoom, an online system for applying to requests for
qualifications. There is no charge to artists to use SlideRoom. If you are a first time user, please allow
adequate time to learn the system. Qualifications will not be accepted after the deadline. To submit
your qualifications for consideration for this project, go to https://arlington.slideroom.com. Sign up for
a free SlideRoom account and then navigate to Public Art and search for Oakland Park Public Art
Project. A complete submission must include all the information and materials described below. All
materials can only be submitted through SlideRoom.
1. Completed Application Form (see attached form on page 7)—If you would prefer to type the form,
please include full legal name(s) (and other professional name as applicable), mailing address, daytime
phone, evening phone, email address, Website (optional).
2. Statement of Interest—Describe on one page (5000 characters, including spaces, maximum) your
interest in the project and preliminary ideas for how you would approach this project. Submitting a
specific proposal is not required at this time and will not be reviewed by the committee.
3. Résumé—Maximum of three pages outlining your professional accomplishments. If submitting as a
team, please include résumés for each team member, with each resume being no longer than three
pages.
4. Images of Past Work—Artists/teams must submit ten images of past work. Please do not include label
information in the JPEG image. One image per JPEG is preferred. If you must use multiple images to
convey a project’s complexity, please include no more than three views per JPEG composite. A team
may only include examples of existing collaborative or individual work and only ten images may be
submitted to represent an entire team.
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5. Image List corresponding to submitted images/video that includes image number, artist/designer,
title, medium, dimensions, date of work, and budget.
6. Three Professional References, including name, affiliated organization (if appropriate), email address,
phone number, and relationship to each reference.
Questions:
Please feel free to contact Arlington Public Art with questions:
Elizabeth Carriger, Public Art Project Manager, ecarriger@arlingtonva.us, 703-228-3771.
Additional Resources:
For more information on Arlington Public Art, please visit: https://publicart.arlingtonva.us.
For more information on Oakland Park, please visit: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/oaklandpark/.
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APPLICATION FORM
Oakland Park Public Art Project
Please compete this form and include with application materials uploaded to SlideRoom.
Applicant’s Name(s): __________________________________________________________________
Main Contact: _______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: __________ Zip/Postal Code: ______________
Phone: _______________________________ Cell/Mobile (optional): __________________________
Email address: _______________________________________________________________________
Web site (optional): ___________________________________________________________________
DEADLINE: Submissions must be received by 5:00 PM EST on Monday, August 8, 2016.
QUESTIONS:
Please feel free to contact Arlington Public Art with questions:
Elizabeth Carriger, Public Art Project Manager, ecarriger@arlingtonva.us, 703-228-3771.
APPLICATION CHECKLIST:
____ Application Form
____ Cover Letter
____ CV/Resume(s)
____ 10 images
____ Image List
____ Professional References
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SITE IMAGES
(with current conditions)
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CONCEPT PLAN
(to date – design phase is ongoing)
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