
FRIDAYJUNE 10
Howard student and group leader Lawrence Henry was arrested for allegedly unrelated charges of 
driving without glasses or proper tags. Three drug store lunch counters were pre-emptively closed in 
Arlington this day. 

Protestors arrived at the People’s Drug Store on Lee Highway, the Drug Fair at 5401 Lee Highway, the 
Howard Johnson restaurant at 4700 Lee Highway, and the Drug Fair at 3815 Lee Highway around noon. 

All lunch counters were closed and eventually crowds, largely high school students, gathered to harass 
the demonstrators. At the Drug Fair at 3815 Lee Highway, George Rockwell and some uniformed Neo-Nazi 
followers tried to provoke the protestors. Police directed the Neo-Nazis and the ensuing crowd of over 100 
to leave, allowing the protestors to remain. 

Lawrence Henry and Dion Diamond were later arrested at Howard Johnson. In the evening, the 
demonstrators announced a temporary halt to the protests to allow for negotiations. The Secretary of 
People’s Drug Store and the President of Drug Fair, whose businesses both served racially integrated 
clientele in Washington, D.C., announced that they would be willing to negotiate. 

Arlington County Board Chair Herbert Brown stated that as a private business matter, the County 
leadership did not believe there was a reason for the County to mediate between parties.

THURSDAYJUNE 9
Around 12 PM demonstrators began peaceful protests first at the People’s Drug 
Store at 4709 Lee Highway in Cherrydale and later at the Buckingham Drug Fair 
at 256 North Glebe Road. The lunch counters were quickly closed and the seats 
removed from seat posts. Many protestors used books as seats to continue sitting 
at the counters. Protestors were harassed by shoppers, junior high and high school 
students, and eventually Neo-Nazis led by George Rockwell, leader of the American 
Nazi Party, Headquartered in Arlington. Police were called but no arrests were made, 
although the protestors had been physically threatened, hurt and provoked. 

Demonstrations ended at 10 PM after the demonstrators left together through a 
crowd of approximately 300 onlookers. A drive-by shooting happened near the 
Buckingham Drug Fair about 30 minutes after closing.

MONDAYJUNE 13
The Arlington County Board Chair announced that stores which catered 
to the public on a desegregated basis in other departments “might 
be expected to open their lunch counters to the public on the same 
desegregated basis” as “[t]he majority of Arlington citizens probably would 
accept it.” However he reiterated that just as patrons had the right to work 
peaceably toward ending desegregation, store owners had the right to 
decide what they thought was best for their businesses, being a private 
matter in which the County would not interfere.

FRIDAYJUNE 18
At 11:10 AM 14 protestors sat down at the counter of the Colonial 
Room, the lunch establishment inside the Lansburgh department 
store in the Shirlington Business Center (now the Village at 
Shirlington). Although a demonstrator was accidentally served a cup 
of coffee, the counter was closed. 

The President of Lansburgh, Ralph Goldsmith, stated that the closure 
occurred to take the time to ascertain whether they were violating 
any laws by racially integrating their diner. 

The demonstrators sat at the darkened counter for seven hours. 

Around 1:30 PM some of the protestors left to walk down the street 
to demonstrate at the Shirlington F.W. Woolworth counter. Although 
the counter was closed immediately, the sitters remained until both 
stores closed at 6 PM. 

The protestors stated that they would not hold any additional sit-ins 
until the next week to give businesses time to reply to their request 
for negotiation.

WEDNESDAYJUNE 22
At 1 PM the F.W. Woolworth store in Shirlington was the first to announce that patrons would be 
served indiscriminately in their Virginia stores as in their Maryland and Washington, D.C., stores. 

Around 3:30 PM an integrated group of protestors walked into the Woolworth store and were 
served at the counter.  

Lansburgh, Kann’s, and the People’s Drug Store chain announced they would be desegregating 
their counters. 

At 5 PM protestors sat down at the Buckingham Drug Fair lunch counter to be served, but 
the counter was closed and the lights turned off. Although the Drug Fair chain had not yet 
desegregated, Robert Gerber, the company board’s chairman, called to inform the protestors that 
the counters would be desegregated in due time so they should feel free to leave. However the 
protestors remained until the Board Chairman was convinced to make the announcement public 
and allow the waiting demonstrators to be served, which they were at 7 PM.

THURSDAYJUNE 23
Twenty-one Arlington lunch counters opened to black patrons. 

Both in Arlington and in Alexandria, Hecht’s, McCrory’s five and dime 
stores, G.C. Murphy’s, and Waffle Shops made statements about opening 
their lunch counters, while Hot Shoppes began to serve African American 
patrons without comment. 

Twelve of the demonstrators were served without incident at two People’s 
Drug Store locations, the Hot Shoppes at the 14th St. Bridge, and the 
Arlington Towers Shopping Center Drug Fair.

This project is organized by the Arlington Art Truck and Arlington Public Art, programs of Arlington Arts, in collaboration with the County’s Historic Preservation Program, Arlington Public Library’s Center for Local History and Arlington Transit’s Art on the ART bus program.  

People’s Drug Store, 4709 Lee Highway. Source: DC Public Library, Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post.

Drug Fair, 3815 Lee Highway, from article published on June 10, 1960. Newspaper 
caption read: “Dion Diamond, an 18-year old Howard University student, is surrounded 
by white youths during the sit-in demonstration at an Arlington Drug Fair. An unidentified 
youth asks Mr. Diamond a question. Star Staff Photo by Gene Abbott.” Source: DC 
Public Library, Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post. Note in 2020: This photo 
shows Joan Mulholland, Arlington resident (on the left leaning on counter), who has 
dedicated her life to this cause and recently won a James B. Hunter Human Rights Award 
presented by Arlington County. 

Drug Fair, 3815 Lee Highway. Large crowd gathers at night on 
June 9, 1960. Photo published on June 10, 1960, Northern Virginia 
Sun. Source: Northern Virginia Sun, Center for Local History,  
Arlington Public Library.

Drug Fair, 3815 Lee Highway, from article published on June 10, 1960. Newspaper 
caption read: “SWEARS HE WAS UNPAID-David Hartsough, 20, a white student at 
Howard University, takes an oath on the bible that he received no pay for taking part in 
yesterday’s lunch-counter “sit down” at Drug Fair in Cherrydale. Man in white shirt at 
center, who refused to identify himself, asked for the oath. Seated at right are Laurence 
Henry, 25, a Howard divinity student, and Joe Wooten, 28, of Arlington, who joined the 
demonstration. A crowd of Arlington youths listens. (SUN photo by Bill Little).” Source: 
Northern Virginia Sun, Center for Local History, Arlington Public Library.

Drug Fair, 3815 Lee Highway, similar photograph is printed in Washington Post with a 
caption that read: “Dion Diamond, 18, a Howard University student, is shown as he was 
heckled by white youths yesterday during a sitdown demonstration at a Drug Fair at 
3815 Lee Hwy., Arlington. Later, Diamond was arrested when he participated in a sit-
down at Howard Johnson Restaurant at 4700 Lee Hwy., Arlington.” Source: DC Public 
Library, Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post.

Howard Johnson’s Restaurant, 4700 Lee Highway, from article published on June 11, 1960. Newspaper 
caption read, “Arlington Police Sergt. Roy G. Lokey (left) and Lt. Ernest A. Summers search two 
Negro sit-in demonstrators, Dion T. Diamond (left) and Laurence Henry, before charging them with 
trespassing at Howard Johnson’s restaurant in Arlington. Star Staff Photo by Gene Abbott.” Source: 
DC Public Library, Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post.

Lansburgh’s, 2800 S. Randolph Street, from article published on June 20, 1960. Newspaper 
caption read, “NO SERVICE-Demonstrators protesting segregated eating facilities at Lansburgh’s 
in Shirlington sat quietly at the closed lunch counter Satruday. The demonstators included, left 
to right, Marvous Saunders, Mary Chain and Joan Donnelly. (SUN staff photo).” Source: Northern 
Virginia Sun, Center for Local History, Arlington Public Library. Note in 2020: Type-o is discovered in 
2019 that Mary Chain is actually Marty Schain. 

Drug Fair, 256 Glebe Road, from article published on June 23, 1960. Newspaper caption read, “Negroes and white sit side by 
side in the Drug Fair at Glebe Road and Pershing Drive, Arlington, shortly after service was desegregated yesterday. Photo by 
Michael Pappas” Source: DC Public Library, Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post.

People’s Drug Store, 4709 Lee Highway. Source: DC Public Library, 
Evening Star Collection, ©Washington Post. 

PRINTER AMOS PAUL KENNEDY, JR.
AN ARLINGTON ART TRUCK PROJECT WITHTHE DESEGREGATION OF ARLINGTON LUNCH COUNTERS

In February 1960, students protested at a segregated 
lunch counter at an F. W. Woolworth department store in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, which sparked a series of 
similar sit-ins throughout the South. Inspired by the 
protests in Greensboro, several Howard University 
students founded a racially integrated group of activists 
against segregation and racism under the name of the 
Nonviolent Action Group (NAG). In June 1960 this group, 
which included Lawrence Henry, Dion Diamond, Joan 
Trumpauer (now Mulholland), Charles Cobb, David 
Hartsough, Helene Wilson, Walter De Legall, Paul Carr, 
Ethelene Crocker, Cornelia Greene, Paul Dietrich, Jean 
Donnelly, Mike Proctor, James E. Browne, Emily Malkin, 
William Griffin, Marty Schain, Janet Lewis and Clyde 
McDowell, participated and/or organized demonstrations 
over various days at seven lunch counters across Arlington. 
The demonstrations featured black protestors buying 
goods to establish themselves as customers, while black 
and white protestors ordered food at the counters. Black 
customers would be refused service so white protestors 
passed their food to the black protestors to de facto 
desegregate the counters. Demonstrators sometimes 
engaged employees in conversations about desegregation, 
but often sat reading the Bible, in silence or to each other. 

We thank Arlington sit-in participators Antonia Janet Lewis and Marty Schain for their thoughtfulness and generosity 
in providing a scrapbook they made in 1960 of the sit-ins. This scrapbook has been an invaluable reference guide to 
constructing this project for the Arlington Art Truck. Special thanks to Arlington resident, Robert Brown, who first met us at  
the Arlington Art Truck in September 2019. At his visit, he mentioned, and later facilitated the donation of this scrapbook.

1960 image superimposed  
over a modern photo of former  
Drug Fair site on Lee Highway.  
Source: Greg Embree.



ARTIST AMOS PAUL KENNEDY, JR. letter-pressed seven placards that honor Arlington, Virginia’s 60th anniversary of the seven lunch counter sit-ins from June 9–22, 1960. The sit-ins were peaceful protests  
that challenged widespread segregation policies. Join us at the Arlington Art Truck today where you can print your own cards and chat with a representative from The Black Heritage Museum of Arlington.
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