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Statement on the Arlington County Board’s  
Secure Communities Resolution   

 

ARLINGTON, Va. – Today’s resolution from the Arlington County Board underscores our 
community’s commitment to safety and inclusion.  

While we understand that the Secure Communities program has created some concerns, all 
residents and visitors have the right to County services and programs, including public safety 
protections. As Arlington County’s chief law enforcement officers, it is not our desire or intent to 
enforce federal immigration law.  

Our goal remains unchanged – we are here to keep this community safe. And to do so, we 
must rely on strong partnerships and relationships with everyone in our community. We want 
to make sure that all people – regardless of their country of origin – continue to report crimes 
and do not fear interacting with Arlington County law enforcement.   

Nothing has changed in the way we interact with our immigrant residents. In our normal day-to-
day work, our Sheriff’s deputies and our police officers have not – and will not -- monitor, 
detain, interview, or investigate a person solely for the purpose of determining their 
immigration status. Action by our law enforcement officers is based upon reasonable suspicion 
or probable cause of criminal activity, and we have a strong policy against racial profiling which 
prohibits our deputies and officers from taking action based solely on that individual’s race, 
ethnicity, or national origin. 

The Arlington County Sheriff and Police departments are strongly committed to removing 
dangerous criminals from the streets of Arlington. Our record on crime prevention and control 
speaks for itself. It is a testament to our excellent relationships that we have built in this 
community. We look forward to continuing these strong relationships. 

 

 

 

Beth Arthur, Sheriff                                                                  Douglas Scott, Chief of Police 
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