
CENSUS TRIVIA QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 

Got an event coming up and need an ice breaker? Here’s a five category trivia packet you can use to 
liven up any meeting, party, presentation and more! Do your part by spreading awareness of the 2020 

Census while educating along the way! 
 
CATAGORIES: 

1. Community Matters (Arlington questions) 

2. Census 2020 

3. U.S. States 

4. Grab Bag 

5. 10 Years Ago 

Community Matters (Arlington specific questions) 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Q: How much federal funding was lost due to 
undercount in 2000 (over 10-year period)? 
 

A: $3.37 million  
*Funding is based on eight major federal 
Programs:  
1. Medicaid  
2. Foster Care  
3. Rehabilitation Services Basic Support  
4. Child Care and Development Grant  
5. Social Services Block Grant  
6. Substance Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Block Grant  
7. Adoption Assistance  
8. Vocational Educational Basic Grants 

 

Q: How many people were counted in Arlington 
in 2010? 
 

A: 207,627 
 

Q: What percent of households mailed back their 
completed census form in 2010? 
 

A: 74% 
 

 

 

Census 2020 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Q: What is the count date for the 2020 Census?  
 

A: April 1, 2020 
 

Q: What is the period of time between each 
census in the United States?  
 

A: 10 years 
 

Q: What is one strategy the census is using in 
2020 to help keep costs stable? 
 

A: Allowing residents to respond via the internet, 
using undelivered mail data from postal records 
to avoid sending door to door census takers to 
vacant residences. 
 

Q: What is redistricting?  
 

A: process by which new congressional and state 
legislative district boundaries are drawn. All 



United States Representatives and state 
legislators are elected from political divisions 
called districts. District lines are redrawn every 10 
years following completion of the United States 
census. 
 

Q: What is the amount of federal funding is 
distributed to states and local communities that 
is based on the census? 
 

A: $675 Billion 
 

Q: What is the goal of the 2020 Census? 
 

A: To count everyone once, only once and in the 
right place. 
 

 

 

U.S. States 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Q: Which state lost population during the last 
census period? Hint: It is the only state that 
touches four of the five Great Lakes. 
 

A: From 2000 to 2010, Michigan’s population fell 
0.6 percent, from 9,938,444 to 9,883,640, a 
decline that experts largely attributed to job 
losses in the auto industry. Every other state in 
the country grew that decade, led by Texas, 
which gained 4.3 million people, and California, 
which gained 3.4 million. 
 

Q: As of 2010, 7 of the 50 states have a 
population of less than 1 million people. Can you 
name one of them? 
 

A: Wyoming, Vermont, North Dakota, Alaska, 
South Dakota, Delaware, Montana (as of 2010 
Census) 
 

Q: In which state was the 2018 Census test 
conducted, testing the methods and response 
rate to prepare for the 2020 census? Hint: it is 
the smallest state by land area in the U. S.  and 
was the last of the original thirteen colonies to 
become a state. 
 

A: Rhode Island (Providence to be specific). The 
test results showed the Census Bureau was able 
to successfully automate processes for recruiting, 
hiring and training, reduce workload by using 
administrative records to eliminate vacant 
housing units first, optimize routing of field staff 
assignments, and capture and transmit interview 
data safely and securely. 
 

Q: What is the goal of the 2020 Census? 
 

A: To count everyone once, only once and in the 
right place. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grab Bag 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Q: About how much federal funding is lost for 
each person not counted? 
 

A: $2,000, as well as $20,000 lost every ten years 
 

Q: For how long does census information remain 
confidential and protected by law? 
 

A: 72 years 
 

Q: What will you be doing on April 1, 2020? 
 

A: Filling out your census form! 
 

Q: What percentage of households will be 
counted in person by a census taker? 
 

A: Less than 1% 
 

Q: What percentage of kids under 5 were not 
counted in the 2010 census? 
 

A: 5%. That’s about 1 million young children, the 
highest of any age group. Children under 5 may 
be undercounted when children split time 
between two homes, live or stay with another 
family or with another relative such as a 
grandparent, live in a lower income household, 
live in a household with young parents or a 
young, single mom, or are a newborn. 
 

 

 

10 Years Ago (this category includes events that happened in the year of the last census, 2010) 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Q: In January of 2010, Apple unveiled this new 
product. 
 

A: The iPad  
 

Q: In February 2010 this series of winter storms 
blankets the east coast with up to 40 inches of 
snow in less than a week. 
 

A: “Snowmageddon” 
 

Q: On January 12, 2010, this island was 
devastated by a 7.0 magnitude earthquake. 
 

A: Haiti 
 

Q: On April 20, 2010, this oil platform exploded 
and leaked oil into the ocean until July 15 when 
the leak was capped. 
 

A: Deepwater Horizon 
 

Q: Time Magazine named this person its 2010 
Person of the Year. 
 

A: Mark Zuckerberg 
 

Q: Bitcoin stock cost this much in 2010. 
 

A: 10 cents 
 

 

 


