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July 29, 2020 

 

 

 

The Honorable David Tarter 

Mayor of the City of Falls Church 

300 Park Avenue 

Falls Church, VA  22046 

 

Dear Mayor Tarter: 

 

On behalf of my colleagues on the County Board and our community, you, the City Council, and 

the citizens of the City of Falls Church have our deepest sympathy for the death of City Council 

Member Daniel “Dan” X Sze.  We know what a terrible loss this is for you all, and for his 

family.  Our hearts go out to his wife, Elisabeth. 

 

My colleagues and I had the great pleasure of working with Dan, and valued him as a colleague, 

a neighbor and a friend.  We know how passionately he cared for his community and how 

faithfully he served.  We greatly appreciated his commitment to environmental stewardship and 

sustainability, and the role he played in reducing the City’s carbon emissions through higher 

building standards and better design. 

 

Several of us had the privilege to interact with him during his service on regional and statewide 

boards, during his service on the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, and the 

Northern Virginia Regional Commission.  Dan’s intellect and wit made him a joy to work with.  

It was entirely in keeping with Dan’s commitment to service that he attended his last meeting on 

July 13, just days before his death from esophageal cancer.  We will miss him, as we know you 

and your colleagues will too.  

 

Dan, who immigrated from China with his family in 1957, gave so much to his adopted country 

both during his accomplished career in the federal government, where he was responsible for 

major policy and regulatory initiatives under six American presidents, and through his service on 

the City Council.  As a Foreign Service Officer, he played a key role in the reopening of the U.S. 

mission in Havana.  He also worked as the Program Manager of the Trident Submarine Base at 

Kings Bay, GA during his time at the Department of Defense.  At the U.S. Department of 

Energy, he served as Deputy Director of State Energy Programs, and in other capacities.  Dan 

was also an architect, and his work in the DC metropolitan area and elsewhere will serve as an 

enduring legacy. 

 

Kendra Jacobs 

Clerk to the 

County Board 



 

In honor of this exceptional man and his honorable service to his community, our region and our 

nation, Arlington County will lower the County flag to half-mast for a day on Friday, July 31, 

2020. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Libby Garvey 

Chair 

 


