
 

July 22, 2019 
 
Arlington County Board 
Ellen M. Bozman Government Center 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Dear Chairman Dorsey and Members of the County Board: 

Thanks to each of you for meeting with members of the Destination 2027 Implementation Task Force to 
share your reactions to our draft equity resolution and to discuss with us ways we can continue to 
address inequities in Arlington.  On behalf of the Task Force, we are pleased to transmit our proposed 
equity resolution.  Its adoption will signal the County’s commitment to achieving equity, consistent with 
the County’s vision, and help inform decision-making about policies, programs, practices and resource 
allocation at all levels of government.  By adopting the resolution and implementing the elements in it, 
Arlington will join neighboring jurisdictions and other progressive communities across the country in 
making a moral statement that disparities exist, this matters, and this is not okay.  

A key element of the resolution is the establishment of a Board-appointed body of community members 
to assist in the implementation of this equity policy.  In addition, the Implementation Task Force 
recommends that the Board include in its FY2021 budget one FTE in the County Manager’s Office to 
oversee this equity work, including collaboration with community organizations and the citizen body. 
We understand the school board is considering an equity resolution for the Arlington Public Schools and 
encourage the Boards to collaborate in this work.   

As we discussed in our various meetings, we believe that the County Board can operationalize equity by 
issuing budget guidance that requires resource allocation decisions be informed by the following 
questions:  who benefits, who is burdened, who is missing, and how do we know.  Those same questions 
can be imbued in the development of the capital improvement plan.  We encourage the County Board 
to consider these questions in all its deliberations. 

On behalf of the community members of the Destination 2027 Implementation Task Force, we urge your 
adoption of this resolution.  Members of Destination 2027, representing more than 40 organizations, 
stand ready to support you in your efforts to make Arlington a community where all residents thrive, 
regardless of who they are and where they live.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Abby Raphael       Tricia Rodgers 

Destination 2027 Co-Chairs 
 
 

Sheila Fleischhacker Nancy White 
Charles Meng Anne Vor der Bruegge 

Destination 2027 Citizen Members 

 
CC:  Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 


