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County Board Policy Statement 
 

Regarding 
 

Consideration of General Land Use Plan Amendments 
Unanticipated by Previous Planning Efforts 

 
 
 
1. Arlington County has a longstanding tradition of carefully planning for growth and development in the 

County as set forth in various planning policies and documents including in particular the 
comprehensive plan, the general land use plan (GLUP), and associated documents such as sector plans, 
area plans, and other planning studies.   
  

2. These planning policies and documents establish a framework for land use decision making and provide 
predictability to landowners, developers, and the community about the nature and scope of future growth 
and development on sites throughout the County. 
 

3. While these planning policies and documents fall within the exclusive legislative authority of the County 
Board, landowners are free to request changes to them, particularly amendments to the GLUP, to 
accommodate development of their property.  However, the County Board is not required to grant such 
requests, and is particularly unlikely to do so when the property has not been the subject of planning 
studies conducted outside the context of a specific development application with an opportunity to 
objectively assess the implications of the proposed changes and whether they comport with the County’s 
long term planning principles and goals. 
 

4. Amending the GLUP without fully identifying the range of issues associated with the proposed change, 
understanding whether it comports with the County’s long term planning goals and principles, and 
obtaining full input from the Board’s advisory commissions and the community, disserves, and may 
result in decisions contrary to, the County’s planning principles and policies. 
 

5. In light of the foregoing, the County Board expresses its intent, and directs the County Manager 
accordingly, that a proposed GLUP amendment for any site not identified in a County Board adopted 
planning study as appropriate for such a GLUP amendment will not be considered until such a planning 
study or analysis has been completed and presented to the County Board.   
 

*          *         * 


