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Wilson Boulevard Roadway Restriping Demonstration 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

County staff will monitor this demonstration project area to determine whether the new 
lane configuration can work along the entire section of Wilson Blvd. west of N. George 
Mason Dr. without major disruptions to the various modes of travel. 
 
 
Demonstration Project Information 
 
Why is the demonstration occurring now?  
Sections of Wilson Boulevard between N. Frederick and Four Mile Run were identified for repaving 
scheduled to take place in 2014.  To provide an opportunity for public input the repaving was 
rescheduled to the spring of 2015. The Bluemont Civic Association (BCA) President in June 2013 asked 
the County Board to direct County staff to prioritize the repaving and restriping of Wilson Boulevard 
west of George Mason Drive in a manner consistent with the BCA request for a reconfigured road.  
 
If there are problems, can adjustments in the striping still be made after the restriping takes place? 
Yes, after a sufficient amount of time, the restriping demonstration will be reviewed and could be 
adjusted, changed, or discontinued if necessary. 
 
How much will the restriping cost? What would it cost to undo it, if it becomes necessary? 
The restriping will incur little or no net cost to the county. Repaving and restriping of the roadway was 
already scheduled to occur.  
 
If it is determined that the four-lane configurationshould be restored there would be some additional 
paving and lane-striping costs, unless this took place in conjunction with the regular repaving schedule.  
 
If this is a demonstration, what types of measurements will be used to know whether or not the test is 
successful? Who will make the final determination? The community or the county? 
County staff has indicated that the reconfiguration will be tested in light of the safety and access 
principles of the Arlington County Master Transportation Plan and state and national transportation 
facility guidelines.  County staff will be collecting and monitoring certain data regarding traffic flow, 
speed limit compliance, and accident reports as well as conducting a survey of users of Wilson 
Boulevard. 
 
The county is responsible for managing the roadway and deciding its configuration, but county staff has 
indicated that the views of the BCA and all interested people will continue to be taken into 
consideration. 
 
Can we use the bike/buffer lanes for parking? 
No. The county is not proposing any on-street parking as part of this restriping project. 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/transportation/master-transportation-plan/
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Will the demonstration study also monitor impacts on Manchester, Livingston,  and other streets that 
intersect Wilson Boulevard? 
County staff has recently collected data on the current conditions for motorists and pedestrians at the 
various Wilson Boulevard intersections and will periodically review conditions during the demonstration 
period. 
 
Why narrow the roadway for cars when the Bluemont, W&OD, and Custis trails are so closeby? 
Currently the sidewalks along this section of Wilson Boulevard are very narrow, have utility poles within 
them and have no buffers between them and passing motor vehicles.  Wilson Boulevard also has no 
bicycle facilities on it and has bus stops that cannot be accessed by local residents.  Opportunities to 
widen and improve the existing sidewalks, improve access to bus stops, or to add bicycle facilities are 
currently restricted by constrained public right-of-way, and limited funding.   
 
Adding bike lanes on Wilson Blvd. will make it easier to travel by bicycle to local destinations along 
Wilson Blvd such as shopping, parks, and even schools. In addition, the bike lanes will provide some 
separation between the sidewalks and passing motorized vehicles, teherby increasing safety and 
comfort for pedestrians. Also, the County’s Master Transportation Plan and the Bluemont Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan support safe and accessible “complete streets”. 
 
Since the demonstration project doesn’t widen sidewalks, how will it make pedestrians safer? 
It has been the county’s experience, and according to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), such 
restriping efforts can make the roadway safer for everyone. Risks to pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorists are typically reduced because of a reduction in the number of motor vehicles that exceed the 
speed limit. The restriping will also create a buffer area between pedestrians and motor vehicles. 
 
Adding bicycle lanes to Wilson Boulevard will create a buffer area between pedestrians on the existing 
sidewalks and motor vehicle traffic. With narrow and obstructed sidewalks, pedestrians are often 
tempted, or forced, to step off the sidewalks and into the traffic lanes. This is particularly true for 
families with baby strollers and others who require more room for passage. 
 
Motorists will be able to use the protected left-turn lanes to more safely turn on and off of Wilson 
Boulevard.  The center left-turn lane will be particularly beneficial to residents that live on Wilson 
Boulevard who currently must turn directly from and into four lanes. 
Isn’t there too much traffic on Wilson Blvd. for a lane reconfiguration to work? 
The answer to this question is not entirely known.  Traffic volumes along Wilson Blvd. have between N. 
Glebe Road and the Fairfax County line have been stable for decades, even with increased development 
in the area.  This demonstration will help staff assess how the three lane configuration will function with 
existing traffic volumes. 
 
In addition, we have observed that Washington Boulevard west of N. Buchanan Street successfully 
accommodates more traffic than Wilson Boulevard, and does so with only one travel lane in each 
direction. 
 
 

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/provencountermeasures/fhwa_sa_12_013.htm
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How much will the reconfiguration increase travel time along Wilson Blvd. in each direction? 
Significant increases in travel time are not predicted.  The County will be periodically monitoring traffic 
flow as part of the demonstration.  
 
Have the traffic signals on Wilson Blvd. been optimized? Will they be adjusted for improved traffic flow or 
to create breaks in traffic as part of this demonstration project? 
Arlington County staff optimize signals on a three-year cycle. The signals on Wilson Blvd. were optimized 
two years ago. Traffic signals are intended to increase safety – not to regulate the gaps in traffic. 
However, Arlington staff is planning on re-optimizing the signals on Wilson Blvd. next year, and will 
certainly provide any needed adjustments to facilitate the demonstration project.  
 
Will the reconfiguration delay the Metrobus or ART bus lines? Won’t the buses block traffic when they 
stop? 
The restriped roadway will continue to accommodate buses along with other motor vehicles. A 
significant slowing of traffic flow is not predicted for this project, especially with the planned 
consolidation of some of the corridor bus stops, but this will be monitored along with other 
demonstration elements. 
 
Will buses cross over into the bike lane at bus stops? 
Yes, that is typical operation across the County and has not proven to be a problem. 
 
What happens if I can no longer pull out from a side street due to traffic backups caused by the 
reconfiguration? 
The newly configured roadway should improve safety for all users. Increased delays from side streets, 
which are not predicted to be significant, is one of the key impacts that will be monitored as part of the 
demonstration.   
 
How similar are the traffic counts on Wilson Blvd. and Washington Blvd.? 
Intersection counts collected in 2011 show that peak volumes along Washington Blvd. are similar to 
those experienced on Wilson Blvd. However, each corridor is unique and contains its own set of 
challenges and opportunities. 
 
Is the County considering the entire corridor or just making these changes because the Bluemont Civic 
Association has requested them? 
The 2004 Arterial Traffic Management Study Report was produced based on transportation expertise 
and community input.  The planned demonstration project changes are in line with both the 
recommendations of that report, and the policies of the County Board approved Master Transportation 
Plan.  The County has conducted traffic studies as recently as fall 2014 in order to predict possible 
impacts of the changes on the broader corridor, and is also monitoring the Seven Corners revitalization 
and transportation improvement efforts. This demonstration project will also be a way for staff to 
monitor the success of the roadway changes in making future decisions for other sections of the Wilson 
Boulevard corridor. 
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Community Input Process: 
 
Who requested the restriping of Wilson Blvd. in this area? 
Bluemont residents, through the Bluemont Civic Association, made this request of the County. 
 
In 2012, the BCA membership voted to seek reconfiguration of Wilson Boulevard west of N. 
George Mason Drive in the Bluemont neighborhood to make it safer and more accessible for all 
modes of transportation, with implementation in two phases: (1) Conversion of the existing four 
lanes to two through-lanes, a two-way center turn lane (with dedicated turn lanes at 
intersections), and two bicycle lanes by restriping the pavement; and (2) Widening of sidewalks 
and adding planting/utility strips so as to provide room to relocate utility poles from the existing 
sidewalk and meet ADA requirements and Arlington County design guidelines.  
 
In 2013, Bluemont residents voted to make the proposed Wilson Boulevard reconfiguration and 
sidewalk improvement the neighborhood’s priority project for the purposes of Bluemont’s 
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) Plan and Arlington County’s Neighborhood Conservation 
Program. 
 
The 2012 and 2013 votes were not the first BCA actions to improve Wilson Boulevard. BCA 
members voted to reconfigure Wilson Boulevard in 2001, and reiterated that position in 2004.  
In addition, the 1999 Bluemont Neighborhood Conservation Plan and the 2013 updated NC Plan 
emphasize the desire of Bluemont residents to improve the sidewalks along Wilson Boulevard.  
 
Did the BCA ask neighboring civic associations whether they support the reconfiguration? 
Yes. The BCA reached out to neighboring civic associations, local PTAs, neighborhood residents, 
neighborhood businesses, and a number of Arlington County advisory groups and commissions.  
 
Has the County held meetings with the community for the demonstration project? 
Yes, County staff held a meeting with key neighborhood stakeholders from Bluemont, Dominion Hills 
and Boulevard Manor in July 2014.  A general community meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 20, at 
7 p.m. at Arlington Traditional School’s Multipurpose Room. Before the restriping begins in spring 2015, 
the County will implement a robust community notification process throughout the corridor, including 
an additional community notification meeting. 
 
Long-term project 
 
If the demonstration is successful, when would sidewalk and utility improvements be implemented? 
If successful, staff will continue to work with the community to develop this future potential project. The 
longer term project is not currently funded, and would likely need to be included in the Capital 
Improvements Plan, which generally takes several years.  Along with continued engagement with the 
community about the project, additional planning, engineering, and ultimately construction would be 
necessary. 
 

http://www.bluemontcivic.org/newsletters/BCA_News_201210.pdf
http://www.bluemontcivic.org/newsletters/BCA_News_201304.pdf
http://www.bluemontcivic.org/newsletters/BCA_News_200105.pdf
http://www.bluemontcivic.org/newsletters/BCA_News_200404.pdf
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2014/02/NC_Bluemont_Plan.pdf
http://bluemontncp.wordpress.com/master-ncp-draft-03-28-13-2/
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Why can’t we underground utility lines instead? 
This possibility has been researched. We concluded it is not economically feasible to underground 
utilities as a means of making Wilson Boulevard’s sidewalks meet ADA and county safety requirements. 
 
Securing the millions of dollars that utility undergrounding would require is unlikely. Even if utilities were 
undergrounded, most of the Wilson Boulevard sidewalks would still fail to meet ADA and county safety 
requirements because they would remain too narrow, and have too steep cross-slopes at all driveways. 
 
Why can’t we utilize the right of way to widen sidewalks without using part of a street lane? 
We researched this but learned that there isn’t a significant amount of public right-of-way beyond the 
back of the sidewalks. The use or purchase of private property would be required in order to widen the 
sidewalks and relocate the utility poles. 
 
Acquiring new public right-of-way from multiple property owners along Wilson Boulevard would be 
expensive and difficult to achieve.  In some sections, significant retaining walls would have to be built or 
rebuilt to widen the sidewalks onto the private properties. 


