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January 26, 2014 
 
WRAPS Meetings on January 28th and February 4th CANCELLED 
 
Dear WRAPS Working Group Member,  
 
We’re writing to bring you up to date on recent developments related to the WRAPS 
study.  First, we want you to know that we have postponed the working group 
meetings scheduled next week and the week after.  At this time, we don’t have enough 
to review or discuss to justify a working group meeting.  We had planned to review with 
you the outcome of November public workshop and our own discussions since that 
time.  We’ve decided to summarize what has been learned in a document that will be 
forwarded to you separately.  Should you have any questions, please let us know. 
 
Since we met in December, staff has been testing several ideas for a revised Concept 
Plan to be shared with the Working Group.  Through a series of internal County staff 
meetings and meetings between County staff and WRAPS study area property owners, 
we have learned that co-locating the fire station (with either an APAH or Penzance 
redevelopment) poses significant fiscal, technical/operational, and urban design 
challenges and may be infeasible.    
 
As a result, we have sought guidance from senior County leadership on alternate 
approaches to siting a new Fire Station #10. In the meantime, we are exploring these 
approaches and plan to bring new ideas to the working group at its next meeting.   
 
One other recent development has contributed to the current break in meetings.  As 
we mentioned in December, 12 citizens petitioned the Historic Affairs and Landmark 
Review Board (HALRB) to make the 1910 Wilson School Building a local historic district.  
HALRB considered this request at its January 21 meeting at which time it voted 
unanimously to recommend creation of this district.  While the final decision on historic 
district designation rests with the County Board, it now moves to the School Board for 
its consideration.  We are seeking now to determine how this will affect our work.  We 
will keep you apprised of developments on this issue. 
 
For now, there are no working group meetings scheduled.  We expect this break to take 
as much as a month.  We will send out a notice for the next WRAPS Working Group 
meeting as soon as we set the date.  
 



Lastly, we will be scheduling a work session with the County Board in early March, 
which will be an opportunity for the Working Group and staff to discuss some of the 
challenges we all have encountered and seek guidance on policy matters and 
outstanding issues that will shape how we move forward. After that point, the Working 
Group can conclude its work and provide opportunities for the broader public to give 
input as we work towards public hearings by the Planning Commission and County 
Board later this year. 
 
We thank you for your continuing commitment to the process and your patience as we 
continue to evaluate ideas and alternatives for further review with you.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Steve Cole      Richard Tucker  

      
Working Group, Chair     Project Planning Coordinator 
Arlington County Planning Commission Department of Community 

Planning, Housing & Development 
 


