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DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS AND AN
ADMINISTRATIVE CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR CAMBRIDGE
COURTS HISTORIC DISTRICT, 2401 – 2813 ARLINGTON BOULEVARD
I. Purpose and Intent of the Design Guidelines
These design guidelines are intended to assist the current and future property owners, the
Cambridge Courts Board of Directors, Arlington County staff, and members of the Historical
Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) in the preservation and protection of the historic
character and physical integrity of the Cambridge Courts Historic District. The guidelines reflect
the preservation principles and recommendations of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitations to better protect Cambridge Court’s historic character.
It is recognized that buildings are not static, but continue to evolve over time. These guidelines
are not intended to prohibit changes, but rather to preserve the most important physical aspects of
the Historic District and ensure that any changes are respectful of and compatible with the historic
and existing fabric and character of the District. In addition to appropriateness and compatibility,
additional factors to consider as part of the design review process include durability, design
integrity, and overall harmony of the proposed modifications.
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II. Physical Description of the Cambridge Courts Local Historic District
Summary Description
Constructed in 1943, Cambridge Courts is a Colonial (Georgian) Revival-styled garden apartment
complex and is a contributing resource to the Lyon Park National Register Historic District. The
property abuts the north side of Arlington Boulevard (Route 50) west of its intersection with
Washington Boulevard and at its intersection with North Fillmore Street. The garden apartment
complex is comprised of twenty multiple-family buildings that feature similar architectural
elements, but are slightly different in design and layout. The two to three-story buildings are
primarily placed in a modified U-shaped configuration in a park-like setting. Between 1984 and
1986, Cambridge Courts was converted to condominium units in four phases.
General Architectural Description
The Colonial (Georgian) Revival-styled brick buildings have simple rectangular massing,
windows and doors in strict symmetry, multi-light double-hung sash windows (replaced at an
unknown date), and centrally located front doors with decorative surrounds. The roof forms consist
of asphalt-shingle side-gabled and hipped roofs. All of these aspects are characteristic of the
Colonial (Georgian) Revival architectural style.
In general, the buildings’ seven-course American bond brick veneered cinder block walls rest on
solid concrete foundations. Fenestration primarily consists of: single-leaf, nine-light, paneled
wood doors; one-over-one, double-hung, vinyl-sash replacement windows with six-over-six
simulated divided lights; and a limited number of one-over-one, double-hung, vinyl-sash
replacement windows with four-over-four simulated divided lights. The main entry doors have
Colonial Revival hooded entryways and surrounds. The basement and first story windows have
simple brick sills and segmental arched brick lintels. The upper story windows have brick sills,
but the top of the window frames abut the buildings’ molded wood cornices. The masonry walls
support asphalt shingled side-gable or hipped roofs with molded wood cornices. Brick stack
chimneys, paired double-end chimneys, and corbeled brick chimneys pierce the roofs.
Site Description
Cambridge Courts is sited on 6.7 acres of land that generally slopes downward from the northwest
to southeast. The property is bounded as follows: to the north by Fillmore Park and Long Branch
Elementary School; to the south by Arlington Boulevard; to the east by Fillmore Park; and to the
west by North Fillmore Street. The northern boundary of the property is delineated by a wood
picket fence and a stone wall.
The majority of the original circulation network is intact. Vehicular access to the garden apartment
complex is limited to a private drive accessed from Arlington Boulevard and North Fillmore Street.
The drive bisects the eastern end of the property and runs parallel to its northern edge; this has
served as the primary entrance/egress point and parking area since the complex’s completion in
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1943. As part of the conversion to condominiums in the mid-1980s, a section of the landscaped
lawn on the southern end of the property was converted to a parking lot that is accessed directly
from Arlington Boulevard. From the parking areas, private drive, and streets, the courtyards are
accessed by concrete paths highlighted with eight single- or double-arched brick
hyphens/openings.
Landscaping on the site consists of trees, shrubs, and open lawns (see Appendix E: Tree Inventory).
An original brick garden wall is located near the center of the complex and defines a picnic area
between the buildings. Contemporary black metal lighting poles are interspersed throughout the
property. There is a non-historic monumental sign on the southern lawn.
Significant Features of the Cambridge Courts Historic District
The following design elements are significant aspects of the architecture and landscape of the
Cambridge Courts:
1. Building Form and Heights
a. Two to three-story building heights.
b. Two U-shaped building footprints with an anchor building paralleling Arlington
Boulevard.
c. Triangular cluster of buildings with its unique orientation of a single building facing
the intersection of Arlington and Washington boulevards.
d. Relationship of all these building types to the public rights-of-way.
2. Building Design
a. American-bond brick veneer.
b. Primary entry door location, door material, surrounds, and pediments.
c. Window location, sills, and lintels
d. Decorative circular and fanlight windows.
e. Asphalt-shingle side-gabled and hipped roofs.
f. Wood cornices
3. Siting and Landscaping
a. Landscaped green spaces with courtyards created by the form and siting of the
buildings within the complex.
b. Landscaped green spaces surrounding the individual buildings.
c. Circulation network of concrete walkways to each building, to the public sidewalks,
and to the parking lots.
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III. Application Process for a Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) or an Administrative
Certificate of Appropriateness (ACoA)
In order to preserve the architectural and design qualities of Cambridge Courts, alterations to the
exterior of the site and buildings will require that the work be reviewed and approved by the
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) though a design review process in
which a Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) is obtained. For certain routine changes, approval
can be given directly by the Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff through the Administrative
Certificate of Appropriateness (ACoA) process. An overview of the approval process is outlined
below and described in Section 15.7 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO).
COA APPLICATION
RECEVIVED BY STAFF

STAFF DETERMINES
IF THE CASE WILL BE
A COA OR ACOA

COA

ACOA

THE DRC (SUBCOMMITTEE OF
THE HALRB) EVALUATES THE
APPLICATION WITH THE
APPLICANT

STAFF REVIEWS AND ISSUES ACOA

*1ST WED. OF EACH MONTH

HALRB EVALUATES
APPLICATION AT PUBLIC
HEARING
*3RD WED. OF EACH MONTH

DENIES COA

APPROVES COA
(WITH OR WITHOUT CONDITIONS)

APPLICANT
OBRTAINS
BUILDING PERMIT
(IF NECESSARY)

HALRB OR THE APPLICANT
REQUESTS CONTINUANCE
AND APPLICATION
RETURNS TO DRC/HALRB
FOR FURTHER REVIEW

APPLICANT OBTAINS
BUILDING PERMIT (IF
NECESSARY)
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Project Requirements Chart
Below is a chart showing the conditions requiring a CoA or ACoA. More detailed guidelines
regarding individual building elements will follow.
Note: Arlington County building and zoning permits may also be required for these projects.
Applicants are responsible for obtaining these permits separately from Arlington County’s
Inspection Services Division (ISD) once the CoA or ACoA has been issued.

General Building Guidelines
Proposed Project
Repair, replacement, and ordinary maintenance
of exterior features, using in-kind materials and
design.
Repair, replacement, and ordinary maintenance
of exterior features, using different materials
and/or design.
Any new construction or enlargement, addition,
modification, or alteration of the exterior of an
existing building.
Removal or demolition of part or all of a
building or structure.
Any interior modifications or renovations.

CoA not required
X

CoA required

ACoA required

X

X

X
X

Masonry & Siding
Proposed Project
Exterior painting of previously unpainted brick.
Exterior painting of, and paint color of, all
surfaces previously painted.
Replacing masonry with an in-kind material.
Repointing of brick with a different material,
texture, and/or design.

CoA not required

CoA required
X

ACoA required

X
X
X

Window Guidelines
Proposed Project
Replacement of the windows.
Replacement of primary and secondary entry
doors and/or modification to the door
surrounds.
Permanent removal or change to the design of
the shutters

CoA not required

CoA required

ACoA required
X

X

X

Roof Guidelines
Proposed Project
Repair or replacement of roofs, with different
materials and/or different design.
The in-kind repair or replacement of the roof’s
asphalt shingles.
Replacement of gutters.

CoA not required

CoA required
X

ACoA required

X
X
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Landscaping and Site Guidelines
Proposed Project
General landscaping, preparation, and
maintenance of lawns, shrubbery, flower beds,
and gardens.
Paving repair using in-kind material and of
matching design
Modification of the concrete walkways, private
drive, or parking lot.
The installation of fencing, handrails, or
lighting in a new location.
The installation of replacement fencing,
handrails, or lighting in an existing location.
Removal, installation, or modification of
permanent signs.
Any other action which is not ordinary
maintenance but which modifies, alters, or
otherwise affects the exterior features of a
building, site, or open space within the historic
district.
Removal of a tree less than 15” in diameter at
4’ in height.
Emergency tree removal (fallen tree or
imminent danger from a tree) of any size.
Non-emergency removal of a healthy tree
(measuring at least 15’ in diameter at 4’ in
height).

CoA not required
X

CoA required

ACoA required

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

Other Guidelines
Proposed Project
Providing temporary disabled access (in place
up to six months).
Providing permanent disabled access.
Installation or replacement of air conditioning
condenser and heat pump units.
Installation of satellite dishes larger than 18” in
diameter.

CoA not required
X

CoA required

ACoA required

X
X
X
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IV. Guidelines for Proposed Work that will be considered for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (CoA) or Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness (ACoA)
A. Standard Guidelines:
1) A CoA or ACoA will be required if the proposed work involves different materials
and/or a different design than presently existing.
2) A CoA will be required for the removal or demolition of part or all of the buildings.
3) Any other action which is not ordinary maintenance, but which modifies, alters, or
otherwise affects the exterior architectural element of a building, structure, site, or other
features noted within the Historic District, will require a CoA or ACoA.
B. Masonry & Siding Guidelines
1) Any damaged American-bond brick veneer shall be replaced with in-kind masonry and
will require an ACoA.
a) The infill brick shall continue the design of the existing brick coursing.
2) Painting any unpainted masonry surface will require a CoA.
3) Painting any painted surface is considered normal maintenance and will not require a
CoA.
4) Any remaining wood siding, trim, or elements (such as the ceilings within the arched
openings) shall be retained.
a) If the wood elements are determined damaged and deteriorated beyond repair
(Historic Preservation Program staff will evaluate the material with the applicant),
the HALRB will consider the replacement of the material in-kind. The proposed
work will require a CoA.
b) The use of cementitious fiberboard siding and polyvinyl chloride trim is not
appropriate on historic building, but will be considered on new additions.
 See Appendies X and X for more information.
C. Window Guidelines
1) The original fenestration (location and configuration) of the double-hung sash
windows, circular windows, and fanlight windows are paramount to the design of the
buildings and shall be maintained and retained.
a) Any changes to the fenestration pattern will require a CoA including adding
new windows or removing existing window openings.
2) Any new double-hung sash replacement windows will match the design of the existing
windows. The replacement of the windows will require an ACoA and meet the
guidelines described below.
a) All replacement windows must fit within the existing openings with no
noticeable differences in appearance from the outside.
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b) The replacement windows must have the same muntin configuration as the
existing windows with either a six-over-six or four-over-four simulated divided
light (depending on location). The muntins shall be a half-inch to one-inch in
width and be placed between the inner and outer window pane or applied on the
exterior.
c) Privacy glass is allowed on the bathroom windows.
d) The replacement windows may be made of any material that appears the same
as the replacement window. A catalog cut sheet and/or online description will
be required by HPP staff when reviewing the ACoA application.
e) The original brick sills and lintels must remain intact.
3) The original wood circular and fanlight windows shall be maintained and repaired
rather than replaced.
a) If the windows are determined to be damaged or deteriorated beyond repair
(Historic Preservation Program staff will evaluate the material with the
applicant), the new windows will match the size, design, and material of the
existing window and will require an ACoA.
D. Door Guidelines
1) The original location, configuration, fenestration, materiality, and design of the primary
entry doors are important to the design of the complex and will be maintained and
retained.
2) The original wood primary entry doors shall be repaired rather than replaced.
a) If the original wood doors are damaged or deteriorated beyond repair (Historic
Preservation Program staff will evaluate the doors with the applicant), the doors
shall be replaced with a wood Colonial Revival-styled door and will require a
CoA.
b) HPP staff recommends a phased replacement of the doors in order to maintain
the overall aesthetic of the complex.
3) The secondary (rear of the building) entry doors are of less historic importance and
vary in type and design.
a) These doors may be replaced as needed with a wood Colonial Revival-styled
door and will require a CoA.
4) The original door surrounds (classical-style elliptical, modern-styled elliptical
pediment, modern-styled pediment, and classical-styled entablature) are important
components of the design of the complex and shall be maintained or replaced in-kind.
a) Excluding basic repair, maintenance, and painting previously painted surfaces,
any changes to the design of the surrounds will require a CoA.
E. Roof Guidelines
1) The asphalt shingle side-gable and hipped roof forms shall be maintained.
a) The in-kind replacement of the asphalt shingles is considered normal
maintenance and may occur without approval of the HALRB or HPP Staff.
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b) The installation of gutters will not require a CoA or ACoA.
F.

Proposed Additions
1) A CoA will be required for any new construction or enlargement, addition, modification,
or alteration of the exterior of the existing buildings or a portion of the existing buildings.
a) The HALRB will consider additions that are compatible with the massing, size, and
scale of the historic buildings.
b) Proposed additions shall have minimal impact to the landscaped setting.
c) The use of cementitious fiberboard siding and polyvinyl chloride trim will be
permitted on new additions and/or outbuildings.
 See Appendices A and B for more information.

G. Landscaping Guidelines
1) The installation, removal, or changes in material of specific landscape elements, including
fencing, retaining or decorative walls, driveways, walkways, or paving will require a CoA.
2) The concrete paths/steps are an essential component of the landscape design and shall be
maintained.
a) General maintenance and repair of the concrete paths/steps will not require review.
b) Any new paths/steps or modifications to the design, materials, and/or dimensions
of the existing path/steps will require a CoA.
3) The property originally contained wood picket fencing, which has been replaced with metal
picket fencing.
a) Replacement of the existing fencing with a new wood picket or metal picket fence
is appropriate and will require an ACoA.
 See Appendix C for suggested designs.
b) Installation of a metal picket or wood picket fence in a new location will require a
CoA as this will alter the original circulation network.
4) The replacement of the non-historic wood privacy fence will require an ACoA.
 See Appendix C for suggested designs.
5) The replacement of the non-historic lighting and handrails will require an ACoA to ensure
the proposed design is compatible with the historic character of the site.
6) Trees are an integral component of the planned landscape at Cambridge Courts.
a) See Appendix E for a detailed assessment of all the trees at Cambridge Courts.
b) Large trees (measuring at least 15 inches in diameter at 4 feet of height) that are not
damaged, diseased, or considered a safety hazard by the County arborist shall be
maintained and retained.
i.
Removal of such trees will require a CoA and a specific number of
replacement trees as stipulated by Arlington County’s Tree Replacement
Formula as per the recommendation of the County Forester.
c) The removal of any damaged or diseased mature tree(s) (measuring at least 15
inches in diameter at 4 feet of height), pending the submittal of a written report by
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the County arborist that details the hazardous or unhealthy condition of the tree and
includes specific recommendations for the species and location of any replacement
tree(s).
i.
Removal of such trees will require an ACoA and a specific number of
replacement trees as stipulated by Arlington County’s Tree Replacement
Formula as per the recommendation of the County Forester.
d) The emergency removal of any hazardous (or fallen) tree is permitted without an
ACoA or CoA.
H. Signage Guidelines
1) The installation or modification of property signage will require a CoA to ensure it is
compatible with the historic character of the site.
2) The installation, removal, or modification of interpretive signage (e.g., historic markers)
will require a CoA.
3) Note: Signage may require a zoning permit.
I.

Other Guidelines
1) The installation of air conditioning condenser and/or heat pump units in side and rear yards
will require an ACoA. Depending on the size and exact location of the unit(s), screening
with lattice or plantings will be encouraged.
2) The installation of satellite dishes larger than 18” in diameter will require an ACoA.
Placement in an unobtrusive location will be encouraged.
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V. Exemptions from the CoA/ACoA Process:
The following changes to the Cambridge Courts Historic District are exempt from the Certificate
of Appropriateness (CoA) and Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness (ACoA) process and
review:
1) Any interior modifications or renovations.
2) The repair, replacement, and ordinary maintenance of most exterior features (except as
noted in previous sections of the design guidelines) with the same materials of the same
design.
3) General landscaping, preparation, and maintenance of lawns, trees, shrubbery, flower beds,
and gardens.
4) Paving repair using like materials of like design.
5) Exterior painting of, and paint colors on, surfaces previously painted, including wood
siding and decorative trim.
6) Removable items and accessories such as window or door screens, storm windows and
doors, flower boxes, outdoor furniture, mail boxes, building numbers, outdoor light
fixtures, and other temporary outdoor features associated with the buildings.
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Appendix A: Cement Fiberboard Siding Materials
Cement fiberboard is not appropriate as the primary siding material on existing historic buildings,
but exceptions can be requested on a case-by-case basis in areas particularly susceptible to water
damage. The HALRB may permit the use of smooth cement fiberboard on non-historic structures,
new construction, and new additions to historic buildings.


Form of application. All applications requesting consideration of cement fiberboard
products must include sufficient information and specifications on the proposed product
to permit full consideration of the application by the HALRB and its Design Review
Committee. If requested by the HALRB, the Design Review Committee or the County
staff processing the application, the applicant shall provide a product sample.



Primary siding. Cement fiberboard may be used only as primary siding; it may not be
installed over any other siding material, historic or otherwise.



Lap siding. All cement fiberboard lap siding must have a smooth finish. No pre-finished
or wood grain finishes will be considered. The exposed face of fiberboard lap siding may
not exceed five inches in width (height when installed).



Shingle siding. Cement fiberboard shingles with wood grain finishes will be considered
for approval as shingle material.



Trim. All trim elements to be used in conjunction with cement fiberboard must be wood
or a high quality polyvinyl chloride (PVC) that meets the requirements stated in
Appendix D. Trim elements include, but are not limited to, door trim, window trim,
corner boards, cornice, fascia, etc.



Additions to historic buildings. When used on an addition to an historic building with
wood siding or shingles, the cement fiberboard must match the existing siding or shingles
in size, exposed face profile, scale, finish, and articulation. The HALRB may require a
distinct visual break between existing wood siding or shingles and cement fiberboard
where an appropriate distinction needs to be made between the existing building and the
addition.
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Appendix B: Cellular Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) Trim
PVC is not appropriate as a trim material on existing historic buildings, but exceptions can be
requested on a case-by-case basis in areas particularly susceptible to water damage. PVC shall
never be considered for siding. The HALRB may permit the use of PVC trim on non-historic
structures, new construction, and new additions to historic buildings. Trim elements include, but
are not limited to, door trim, window trim, corner boards, cornice, fascia, etc.


Form of application. All applications requesting consideration of cellular PVC products
must include sufficient information and specifications on the proposed product to permit
full consideration of the application by the HALRB and its Design Review Committee.
If requested by the County staff, the Design Review Committee, or the HALRB, the
applicant shall provide a product sample.



PVC specifications. Any PVC material must meet the following requirements listed
below to be considered appropriate:
1. Solid through the core.
2. Millable, or able to be milled in a manner similar to wood to match profiles of
historic trim if required by the HALRB for design compatibility.
3. Similar in density to wood.
4. PVC must have a smooth finish. No pre-finished or faux wood grain finishes will
be considered.



PVC must be painted. All PVC trim must be painted similar to wood trim.



PVC must be at least 5/4 inch thick, unless otherwise deemed appropriate by the
HALRB. When used in conjunction with cement fiber board siding, trim elements must
maintain a historically appropriate profile in order to create a visual depth consistent with
early 20th century construction. The DRC and HALRB will review thickness of trim
material as part of design review.



PVC must be able to be milled. All PVC must be able to be milled to match profiles of
historic trim if required by the HALRB for design compatibility.



Additions to historic buildings. Any polyvinyl chloride (PVC) trim material must be
appropriate to the existing trim in size, exposed face, profile, scale, finish, and articulation.
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Appendix C: Fencing
Picket fences are defined as wood fences consisting of boards vertical in orientation, with spaces
between the vertical boards (see Figure 1 below). The replacement of the existing fencing with a
new wood fence or metal picket fence is appropriate and may be approved under the ACoA process
provided that the fence design is one of those shown in Figures 2 and 3. The setbacks and heights
of fences installed under the ACoA process must comply with relevant Arlington County Codes
and Ordinances.

Colonial
Gothic

Gothic

Dog Ear

Figure 2: Wood Picket Fence Types Approved under ACoA Process.

14

Figure 3: Metal Fence Types Approved under ACoA Process.

Privacy fences are defined as wood fences without spaces between the vertical boards.
Replacement of the existing privacy fences may be approved under the ACoA process for the
northern edge of the property (separating Cambridge Courts from the adjacent school) provided
that it is similar to one of the fences shown in Figure 4. The fences must meet all setbacks and
height requirements as set forth by the Codes and Ordinances of Arlington County.

Figure 4: Privacy Fences Approved under ACoA Process.
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Appendix D: Air Conditioning and Heat Pump Units
The installation of new air conditioning condensers and heat pump units will be considered under the ACoA
process. To qualify for the ACoA process, the units shall be placed within the shaded portions shown in
Figure 5. Special exceptions will be made for owners unable to comply due to their unit’s location within
the building. Appropriate screening may be required for the unit to be installed.
Note: An ACoA is required for the installation of new condensers/heat pump units in a new location or of
greater dimensions. The in-situ replacement of existing units with a unit of a similar size will not require a
CoA or ACoA.
The ACoA process is an expedited review that typically is processed by Historic Preservation staff the same
day the application is received. Please contact Historic Preservation staff for any emergency installations.

Figure 5: Locations for air conditioning condensers and heat pump units approved under the ACoA
process.

Appendix E: Cambridge Courts Tree Inventory

Cambridge Courts Tree Inventory Narrative.
Introduction
A tree survey was carried out on March 2, 2015 by
Department of Parks and Recreation in response to
a request from the Historic Preservation section of
Arlington County. The tree survey encompassed
the three parcels that comprise the study area. All
trees larger than three inches Diameter at Breast
Height (DBH) were inventoried. The inventory was
carried out on private property only, disregarding
street trees or trees in the adjacent public park. The
inventory included 104 individual trees. All trees
are listed and numbered in an inventory on the
attached map, and in detail in the appendix of this
narrative. Because this was a winter inventory, there
may be some minor errors in identification of
species.

Species and size composition
Cambridge Courts is a property with a high
diversity of tree species. The trees are a 50/50 mix Figure 1: One of the courts
of native and non-native trees. Some invasive trees
exist on site (8 in total), including white mulberry, Chinese elm, Japanese maple, Japanese holly,
and Sawtooth oak. 28 of the trees are evergreen trees, providing screening or aesthetic anchoring
for the site.
The overwhelming majority of the trees on site are planted trees, either planted with the original
development of the property (such as the white oaks and southern red oaks), or more recently
(such as the tuliptrees, redbuds, and other smaller trees). The range of size varies greatly, as well,
from small ornamentals, to majestic large oaks and elms. 40 of the trees are over 15 inches in
diameter, and would fall under historic tree protection rules (requiring county arborist
assessment before any work is performed).
Age can only be estimated, but it is fairly safe to assume the larger trees (over 30 inches DBH)
were planted on or around the construction of the project. Even some of the smaller ornamental
trees, such as the row of saucer magnolias, or the medium-sized evergreens may age from this
time, as well. It is not likely that any of the trees are much older than the buildings.
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High value trees
Typically, Arlington County foresters identify high value
trees on study sites. These trees are recognized either for
their size, species, or other cultural interest. Health is taken
into account, and if a tree is of deteriorating health or
otherwise a hazard, it is not generally counted as a high
value tree.
The largest trees on site are native trees, specifically
Southern red oaks (58, 67, and 82), an American elm (42), a
large scarlet oak (73), and two large White oaks (75 and
102). These trees provide a great frame and add the most to
the environmental value of the landscape at Cambridge.

Figure 2: High value white oak

Other trees of interest were a remarkably
large Flowering Dogwood (24), and a row of
saucer magnolias (92, 93, 94, 95) on the East
side of the property, that most likely put on a
fantastic display when in bloom.

Figure 3: Row of Saucer magnolias

Also of note, but not of unusual size or species, are
the larger evergreens; deodar cedars, white pine,
shortleaf pine, and Leyland cypress on site.

Figure 4: Cabled High value elm
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Hazard trees
Cambridge Courts is largely without any major hazard tree
issues. The trees are well-pruned, with minor exceptions, and
kept clean of most dead wood. The biggest hazard on site is
most likely a white mulberry (6), which has developed a large
split at the base. At worst, it could fall on one of the walks, but
does not otherwise pose much of a threat to any buildings. The
other tree of relatively low health is a Southern red oak (47),
which has been pruned heavily in recent history. It does not pose
an immediate danger, but is most likely in decline. The larger
trees on site do occasionally overhang roofs, but are otherwise of
sound structure. Care has been taken with some of the elms to
cable their trunks, as well, showing a dedication to keeping these
trees in good structural health.

Planting opportunities
The visual, environmental, and economic value of the site could Figure 5: Unstable split in mulberry
be increased significantly with the planting of additional native
trees. While the site is well-treed, significant, apparently largely unused, open space exists for
additional, safe plantings. If budget is of concern, consider working through the county’s Tree
Canopy Fund or other programs to get additional trees planted, to improve our community’s tree
canopy.

Summary
Cambridge Courts is a community with a significant tree inventory for its size, good species
diversity, and a good mix of ages. Maintenance seems to be of high quality, and care is taken
with proper pruning on the majority of the trees on site. The trees provide a high interest,
throughout the year, with a mix of flowering, canopy, and evergreen trees. With continued
quality maintenance and planting, this will stay a high value property in Arlington County.
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Appendix I: Tree Inventory
No.: Number corresponding to the attached map
Common Name: English name for the tree
Species: Scientific Latin name for the tree
Health: Health of the tree, ranging from dead (0), through Poor (0-40), Fair (40-65), Good (6575), and Excellent (75-100)
Size: Diameter in inches
High Value: Tree of note for its size or species
Invasive: Species detrimental to Arlington’s native ecology, as noted on the Arlington County
Invasive Plant List
Evergreen: Tree with evergreen needles or leaves
Native: Tree native to Northern Virginia

No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Common Name
Kousa dogwood
Japanese maple
Leyland Cypress
Leyland Cypress
Red maple
White mulberry
Colorado blue
spruce
Eastern white pine
Red maple
Crapemyrtle
Willow oak
Eastern redbud
Flowering
dogwood
Japanese tree lilac

Sourwood
Red maple
Pin oak
Crapemyrtle
Crapemyrtle
Eastern redbud
Kousa dogwood
Japanese tree lilac
Willow oak
Flowering
24 dogwood

High
Size Value
4
5
6
3
24
19

Species
Cornus kousa
Acer palmatum
Cupressus x leylandii
Cupressus x leylandii
Acer rubrum
Morus alba

Health
80
80
60
70
60
40

Picea pungens
Pinus strobus
Acer rubrum
Lagerstoemia indica
Quercus phellos
Cercis canadensis

65
70
60
70
75
70

16
23
16
4
29
5

Cornus florida
Syringa reticulata
Oxydendrum
arboreum
Acer rubrum
Quercus palustris
Lagerstoemia indica
Lagerstoemia indica
Cercis canadensis
Cornus kousa
Syringa reticulata
Quercus phellos

75
60

4
3

65
60
75
70
70
65
65
50
80

8
11
17
5
6
18
5
4
10

Cornus florida

65

13

Invasive Evergreen Native
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
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No.
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Common Name
Kousa dogwood
Japanese maple
Willow oak
Foster Holly
Shortleaf pine
Eastern redbud
Willow oak

32 Green ash
Flowering
33 dogwood
34 Chinese elm
35 Ornamental cherry
36 Shortleaf pine
37 Crapemyrtle
38 Crapemyrtle
39 Crapemyrtle
40 Eastern white pine
41 Tuliptree
42 American elm
43 Star magnolia
44 Star magnolia
45 Crapemyrtle
Flowering
46 dogwood
47 Southern red oak
48 Sawtooth oak
49 Leyland cypress
50 Leyland cypress
51 Crabapple
52 Crabapple
53 Deodar cedar
54 Foster Holly
55 American elm
56 Ornamental cherry
57 Ornamental cherry
58 Southern red oak
59 Red maple
60 Foster Holly
61 Deodar cedar

Species
Cornus kousa
Acer palmatum
Quercus phellos
Ilex x attenuata
Pinus echinata
Cercis canadensis
Quercus phellos
Fraxinus
pennsylvanica

Health
80
70
80
70
70
70
75

High
Size Value
4
4
8
4
18
3
8

Invasive Evergreen Native
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

70

18

X

Cornus florida
Ulmus parvifolia
Prunus spp.
Pinus echinata
Lagerstoemia indica
Lagerstoemia indica
Lagerstoemia indica
Pinus strobus
Liriodendron tulipifera
Ulmus americana
Magnolia stellata
Magnolia stellata
Lagerstoemia indica

75
75
60
65
70
70
55
60
80
70
65
70
75

4
9
5
12
5
5
3
23
3
48
4
5
3

X

Cornus florida
Quercus falcata
Quercus acutissima
Cupressus x leylandii
Cupressus x leylandii
Malus spp.
Malus spp.
Cedrus deodora
Ilex x attenuata
Ulmus americana
Prunus spp.
Prunus spp.
Quercus falcata
Acer rubrum
Ilex x attenuata
Cedrus deodora

70
40
60
60
60
65
55
60
75
75
75
60
70
50
75
70

4
38
17
10
14
20
18
26
4
5
3
4
50
16
3
28

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X
X
X
X
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No.
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

Common Name
Eastern white pine
Crapemyrtle
Crapemyrtle
Japanese maple
Littleleaf linden
Southern red oak
Eastern white pine
Japanese holly
Eastern white pine
Flowering
dogwood
Red maple
Scarlet oak
Leyland cypress
White oak
Nellie Stevens holly
Kousa dogwood
Deodar cedar
Tuliptree
Japanese tree lilac
Japanese tree lilac
Southern red oak
American elm
Sugar maple
Sugar maple
White mulberry
American elm
Hackberry
Flowering
dogwood
American elm
White oak

92 Saucer magnolia
93 Saucer magnolia
94 Saucer magnolia
95 Saucer magnolia
96 Eastern redcedar

Species
Pinus strobus
Lagerstoemia indica
Lagerstoemia indica
Acer palmatum
Tilia cordata
Quercus falcata
Pinus strobus
Ilex crenata
Pinus strobus

Health
60
70
70
60
65
65
60
50
60

High
Size Value
21
4
5
6
14
52
X
22
4
18

Cornus florida
Acer rubrum
Quercus coccinea
Cupressus x leylandii
Quercus alba
Ilex 'Nellie stevens'
Cornus kousa
Cedrus deodora
Liriodendron tulipifera
Syringa reticulata
Syringa reticulata
Quercus falcata
Ulmus americana
Acer saccharum
Acer saccharum
Morus alba
Ulmus americana
Celtis occidentalis

75
75
70
65
70
80
75
65
75
65
70
65
70
65
65
50
70
65

4
3
40
9
46
6
3
6
4
10
15
48
12
4
5
15
18
11

Cornus florida
Ulmus americana
Quercus alba
Magnolia x
soulangeana
Magnolia x
soulangeana
Magnolia x
soulangeana
Magnolia x
soulangeana
Juniperus virginiana

75
70
70

4
28
29

70

6

X

70

8

X

65

15

X

65
75

15
6

X

Invasive Evergreen Native
X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

X
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No.
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

Common Name
Eastern redcedar
Black cherry
Eastern white pine
Black cherry
Eastern white pine
White oak
Deodar cedar
Eastern white pine

Species
Juniperus virginiana
Prunus serotina
Pinus strobus
Prunus serotina
Pinus strobus
Quercus alba
Cedrus deodora
Pinus strobus

Health
65
55
65
60
70
75
65
70

High
Size Value
4
17
18
24
23
35
X
22
29

Invasive Evergreen Native
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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Appendix I: Tree inventory table

24
24

