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Presentation Purposes

• Summarize status and process to date

• Introduce overall vision and main components being 
addressed in the draft Rosslyn Sector Plan

• Review key environmental sustainability 
recommendations
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Project Scope: Specific Elements to Address



Project Schedule 
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Planning Process and Timeline

Spring:
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Planning Process and Timeline

Month Meetings Milestones

April • Draft Sector Plan Released

May • Process Panel (5/13)

• E2C2 (5/18)

• Rosslyn BID (5/20)

• LRPC (5/20, 5/21) (and 5/27, if needed)

• Park and Recreation Comm. (5/26)

• Urban Forestry Comm. (5/28)

• Transportation Comm. (5/28)

June • Planning Commission (RTA)

• Open House (6/2)*

• Housing Commission (6/4)

• County Board (RTA) (6/13 or 6/16)

July
• Planning Commission

• County Board (Action) (7/18 or 7/21)

Rosslyn Sector Plan 
Update Adoption

1st Draft Plan for 
Public Review

Staff revisits Advisory Commissions as requested
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Evolving the Plan Framework into Sector Plan 

 Vision Statement

 Vision Principles

 Policy Directives

Rosslyn Plan Framework Draft Rosslyn Sector Plan 

 Vision Statement

 Vision Principles

 Policies 

 Planning Recommendations

 Design Guidelines

 Implementation Actions 

NEW
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Vision
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Illustrative Concept Plan
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Two-Way Streets (Lynn, Fort Myer, and Kent)

Two-way Streets 

A



Project Schedule Two Way Streets (Lynn, Fort Myer, and Kent)
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18th Street Extension / Parks 

18th Street
Extension /

18th Street 
Corridor of Parks

B G
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18th Street Extension / Parks 
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18th Street Extension / Parks 
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Metro Plaza/Station Enhancements 

Rosslyn Metro
Plaza/Station
Enhancements

C
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Metro Plaza/Station Enhancements 



Project Schedule 

16

New Connections towards River/Trails 

New Ped/Bike
Connections to 
River/Trails

D
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Gateway Park Revitalization

Gateway Park

E
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Gateway Park Revitalization 
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Freedom Park Expansion/Enhancement

Freedom Park
Expansion/
Enhancement

F
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Freedom Park Expansion/Enhancement
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Rosslyn Plaza Park 

Rosslyn Plaza
Park

H
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Rosslyn Plaza Park 
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Esplanade 

Esplanade

I
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Esplanade
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Building Height & Form

Peaks & Valleys 
Approach
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Land Use

• Potential development

• 13-14 million square feet of new mixed-use development
(19-20 million square feet full build out; in 65 acres)

• Goal of 4,000-5,000 new housing units

• Up to 30% of community benefits dedicated to affordable Housing

• Increase in retail and other street-activating uses
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Sustainability

• Sustainability goals and strategies integrated throughout plan

• Specific recommendations

• Neighborhood Level

• Site and Building Construction

• District Energy
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Sustainability: Policies

• Leverage Rosslyn’s compact development pattern, mix of uses, and strong 
transit orientation to reduce the district’s ecological footprint.

• Uphold the County’s highest and best environmental sustainability standards
for all development and infrastructure projects.

• Assess options to improve Rosslyn’s environmental commitment and 
economic competitiveness consistent with County Community Energy Plan 
goals, including an evaluation of district energy feasibility as well as potential 
improvements in energy efficiency, energy supply and reliability to reduce 
energy cost and volatility.

• Establish and work towards achieving an aggressive goal for future tree 
canopy coverage in Rosslyn to reduce urban heat island effect, improve air 
quality, provide human scale, and bring nature into the city environment.
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Sustainability: Neighborhood Level

• Promote optimal energy efficiency, and educate developers, tenants and 
residents on how to attain greater efficiencies.

• Promote high-density mixed-use development that enables district energy 
systems (if deemed feasible through future study; see District Energy 
recommendations below), an opportunity for one or more cogeneration 
facilities, and infrastructure connecting blocks. Explore, through future 
efforts, the potential for district heating and cooling and distributed energy 
systems to serve the Rosslyn area.

• Coordinate mixed-use development with expanded transportation choices
that can encourage Rosslyn residents, employees and visitors to travel more 
frequently by bus, Metro, carpool, bicycle or walking in order to reduce 
demand for single occupancy vehicle trips, thereby reducing energy use and 
traffic congestion.
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Sustainability: Neighborhood Level

• Provide a variety of opportunities for daily active recreation, including 
attractive facilities for walking, bicycling, court sports and other fitness 
activities that supports public health.

• Significantly expand tree canopy cover towards a goal of 15% coverage, 
especially in public open spaces and parks, and use tree pit systems to 
manage stormwater and improve human comfort.

• Maintain farmer’s market offerings in Rosslyn to minimize environmental 
impacts associated with transporting food over long distances and increase 
direct access to fresh food.

• Conduct an energy demand assessment to determine how any proposed 
buildings relate to benchmark energy efficiency standards.

• Promote purchase of sustainable energy through local power companies.



Project Schedule 

31

Sustainability: Site & Building Construction

• Encourage owners of new and existing buildings to increase the energy and 
operational efficiency of all buildings.

• Encourage the best available technology at the time development occurs for 
green infrastructure and low impact development.

• Apply transportation demand management tools to encourage greater use 
by residents, employees and visitors of transportation modes other than 
autos.

• Include retrofits of redevelopment projects to the best available pollution 
control technology.

• Encourage building and site deconstruction strategies and programs that 
minimize waste and maximize building and materials reuse.

• Identify opportunities to use renewable energy, e.g., solar photovoltaics 
(PV).
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Sustainability: Site & Building Construction

• Encourage continued/adaptive use of existing buildings where a practical 
and economically viable alternative to redevelopment, to save energy 
through the avoidance of new materials (and their transportation) and 
building demolition and its associated energy and disposal challenges.

• Comply with regulatory stormwater requirements and include innovative 
stormwater strategies such as green roofs, green walls, rain water 
harvesting, and/or stormwater planters, pervious paving, infiltration tree pits, 
rain gardens, bioretention swales, and green roofs.

• Encourage the integration of rainwater harvesting systems into the design 
and construction of public open spaces.

• Maximize use of native, drought tolerant plant and tree species.

• Maintain good indoor air quality through the use of zero emission or low off-
gassing adhesives, paints and other materials.
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Sustainability: Site & Building Construction

• Promote use of non-carbon energy production at each building.

• Use Energy Star rated and Water Sense fixtures, equipment and appliances 
to minimize energy and water use.

• Maximize natural day-lighting in all buildings. 

• Utilize the most advanced water conservation technologies for interior 
(toilets, faucets, etc.) and exterior (irrigation, water features, etc.) 
applications available at the time of construction or redevelopment.

• For County facilities, comply with the Policy for Integrated Facility 
Sustainability at a minimum and evaluate Net Zero Energy certification or 
Living Building certification.

• Encourage high performance “green” private development with the Green 
Building Incentive Policy for Site Plan Projects.
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Sustainability: District Energy

• Conduct District Energy Feasibility Study

• If deemed feasible
• Pursue Combined Heat and Power, or cogeneration, as related strategy

• Manage private development and public rights of way by:
• Encouraging one or more development projects to incorporate a 

cogeneration facility (approx. 30,000 sf)

• Encouraging inclusion of provisions for connecting heating, cooling 
and power systems to district energy infrastructure.

• Reserve right of way for district energy infrastructure underneath 
streets.
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Planning Process and Timeline

Month Meetings Milestones

April • Draft Sector Plan Released

May • Process Panel (5/13)

• E2C2 (5/18)

• Rosslyn BID (5/20)

• LRPC (5/20, 5/21) (and 5/27, if needed)

• Park and Recreation Comm. (5/26)

• Urban Forestry Comm. (5/28)

• Transportation Comm. (5/28)

June • Planning Commission (RTA)

• Open House (6/2)*

• Housing Commission (6/4)

• County Board (RTA) (6/13 or 6/16)

July
• Planning Commission

• County Board (Action) (7/18 or 7/21)

Rosslyn Sector Plan 
Update Adoption

1st Draft Plan for 
Public Review

Staff revisits Advisory Commissions as requested
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Questions?
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Tentative Timeline: A Look Ahead

First Draft Sector Plan Late April / Early May

• Release for Public Review

Community Review/Input May / June/ July 

• Process Panel
• Community Open Houses
• Rosslyn BID
• Civic Associations
• Advisory Commissions

Request to Advertise June

• PC Hearing / County Board Hearing

Action July

• PC Hearing / County Board Hearing
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Sustainability: Neighborhood Level
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Sustainability: Site & Building Construction
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Sustainability: District Energy
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Overview: Vision and Goals

Land Use
• Foster a balanced mix of land uses by increasing the share of housing and continuing a 

high-density development pattern to support a variety of people and activities.

Transportation

• Transform Rosslyn’s street system into an enhanced grid network of complete 

streets.

• Enhance transit facilities, operations and connections serving Rosslyn, and 

make it one of the premier transit hubs in the region.

• Transform the pedestrian and bicycle network into a safer, more attractive and 

more accessible place to walk and bike.

• Coordinate and manage the most effective and efficient performance of 

Rosslyn’s transportation network to support the area’s future growth.
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Overview: Vision and Goals

Parks and Open Space

• Achieve connectivity among a diverse network of public parks and open spaces 

that also engage the Potomac waterfront.

• Revitalize the existing parks and open space system to provide active outdoor 

recreational opportunities and amenities for all ages and lifestyles throughout 

the network.

• Provide opportunities for informal congregation, reflection, and meditation 

throughout Rosslyn’s parks and open space system.

Building Height and Form
• Establish a new overarching building heights policy and regulatory framework for 

Rosslyn to promote a high quality of life and create better public streets, open spaces, 
and architecture.

Sustainability
• Shape Rosslyn’s physical environment with an emphasis on walkability and the public 

realm.

• Maximize environmental sustainability and energy efficiency.


