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The Courthouse Square area has changed throughout the years, and will continue to transform as part of the Envision 
Courthouse Square planning effort. The area holds a lot of historical significance. Here are some of the neighborhood’s 
important historical milestones that have shaped what the area has become:

•	1801 – Present-day Arlington County was ceded by Virginia to become part of the new federal jurisdiction, naming it 
“Alexandria County of the District of Columbia.”

•	1846-1847 – Congress approves Alexandrians’ request for the retrocession of “Alexandria County of the District of 
Columbia” back to the Commonwealth of Virginia, due to issues involving Congressional representation and the abolition 
of slavery.

•	1861 – Fort Woodbury, a Civil War fort, is built as part of the Arlington Line of the Defenses of Washington to protect 
Washington, D.C. from Confederate attack. A historical marker currently stands at the northwest corner of N. Courthouse 
Road and 14th Street N. to memorialize the fort’s approximate location. Fort Woodbury was one of 68 major fortifications 
throughout the region, and one of 22 located in Arlington.

•	1898 – Voters decide to move the Alexandria County Courthouse from the City of Alexandria to this site.

•	1920 – The area is officially renamed Arlington County to avoid confusion with the separate but nearby City of 
Alexandria, which became an independent city in 1870.

•	1923 –The Women’s Civic Club of Clarendon plants a white elm, called the Memorial Tree (or Soldiers’ Tree), near 
Wilson Blvd. and N. Highland Street. It stood next to a war memorial honoring Arlington residents killed in World War 
I. The tree was moved from Clarendon to Courthouse in 1938. A willow oak now stands along 15th Street where the 
original elm Memorial Tree had been, along with a memorial plaque at its base.

•	1924 – The Women’s Civic Club of Clarendon plants the Mothers’ Tree in honor of all the mothers in Arlington 
County. The willow oak, believed to be the original tree planted, and a memorial at its base stand at the southwest corner 
of Courthouse Road and 15th Street N.

•	1931 – The American Legion constructs and dedicates a war memorial in Clarendon. It is moved next to the Courthouse 
during the 1940s. The memorial was moved again in 1986 and now sits in Clarendon at the corner of Washington Blvd, Wilson 
Blvd and N. Fairfax Drive.

•	1960 – A new Arlington County Courthouse is built on the site of the demolished 1898 Alexandria County Courthouse.

•	1979 – Court House Metro station opens.

•	1995 – The new Arlington County Justice Center opens and County employees gradually move into it, leaving the old 
Arlington County Courthouse building from 1960. The old building contained a lot of asbestos and did not have a sprinkler or 
fire alarm system. It was damaged during a major fire in 1990. Firefighters use the old building for training until its demolition.

•	1997 – The Arlington County Courthouse is demolished and the site is turned into a parking lot.

Courthouse Square will continue to change and the community will play a big part. Learn more and get involved by attending the 
Envision Courthouse Square Community Workshops and by signing up to receive email updates about the community planning 
process.
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