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09/2/2014 
 
Courthouse Square Working Group Meeting #11 
 
Working Group Discussion: 
(Transcribed by Margaret Rhodes) 
 
Attendees: 
Working Group  
Nancy Iacomini / Bill Ross / Jon Kinney / Ken Fulton / Gabriel Thoumi / Janel Brattland 
 
County Staff  
Kris Krider / Jason Beske / Margaret Rhodes/Andrew D’huyvetter / Jill Griffin / Diane Probus 
 
Public 
John Dalton 
David Phillips 
 
Meeting Agenda: 

 The purpose of meeting was to discuss the civic engagement survey results regarding the “Big Ideas” and to 
walk through the emerging concept plan.  

 Jason Beske made a presentation on the survey results and then presented the concept plan. 

 

Working Group Discussion: 

 Suggestion to add a bar graph or some explanation of what the other results were on the survey results 
graphic. 

 Heavy bus traffic on 15th Street could detract from the Square. 

 What is meant by multi-modal?  Maybe use the term “transit connection.” 

 What is a shared street? 

 Drivers exiting the Courthouse Plaza parking lot do not “share” the street well. 

 There should be pedestrian/bicycle only traffic at certain times, and car only traffic at other times.  A shared 
street will not work on 15th Street.  There has already been a pedestrian fatality. 

 Recommendation to shut down 15th Street on weekends and at certain times. 

 Drivers are aggressive in Arlington County.  Maybe use removable bollards. 

 15th Street could perhaps be constructed as a shared street pending a traffic study. 

 Praise for staff taking a risk to prioritize pedestrians. 

 One member said that he has almost been struck by a car several times in recent weeks. 
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 How do we deal with recommendations like a covered promenade in the site plan process? 

 The AMC Theatre is a “community asset.”  

 The staff materials should say “movie theatre” not “AMC Theatre.” 

 14th Street is a major school bus route. 

 14th Street would not be the same kind of shared street as 15th Street, as we probably do not want 
pedestrians wandering around there.   

 Staff is using the same word for these two streets, so the nomenclature should be clarified. 

 One member likes the saw tooth effect and height differences that would come with preserving the historic 
facades.  A good architect could make this work. 

 Staff is not noting the engineering issues related to the Strayer block. 

 When people say that they do not want this to be like Ballston that makes the case for historic preservation. 

 The “cultural facility” needs to be defined.  Some think of an opera house and others of a small theatre. 

 We think of it as a performance space, but others think of it as a library, museum, heritage center, even a 
visitors’ center.  The building envelope or “box” could inform the use.   

 Do we really want cars on Uhle Street?  

 Staff seems to be proposing three very different shared streets.  We do not want Uhle Street to be a shared 
street, so perhaps we should call it something different.  I do not want cars driving through my plaza, so do 
not call it a shared street or a street at all and do not show images with cars. 

 Staff is now showing a new cultural building on the south end of the Square that the Working Group has 
never been surveyed about before. 

 As only 26% of respondents voted for a building in the Square, staff will need do explain why there is one on 
the concept plan. 

 The chair indicated that this concept is not the final one, but one to which the Working Group can react. 

 Court Square West and the AMC site could include a cultural facility, thereby eliminating the need for a 
building on the Square. 

 Would you need to know if a building was going to be constructed on the southern end of the Square when 
the parking is built?  Staff responded that the parking garage could be phased. 

 The Working Group liked the cultural facility on the Verizon site at 3 stories, but now staff is showing 12 
stories of private development? 

 If you show a building on the Square in the concept plan, it will be shown in the sector plan and ultimately 
built. 

 It would be better to add extra floors to the County building to accommodate a cultural facility than to build 
on the Square.  Keep the open space big. 

 You are removing 1/3 of the open space and the Working Group has not seen this proposal heretofore. 
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 The door to development is opened if you show a building on the Square. The footprint has only been 
edged in very late in the process.  Staff should be very clear that this building was not recommended by the 
Working Group or by survey respondents. 

 We have a new park in Ballston but we are never going to get a new big park in a Metro area except 
potentially here. 

 This Square will not happen in isolation, so we have to look at the other Metro stops and their open spaces. 

 One member seconded what another member had previously suggested, stating a preference for extra 
stories on the County building to accommodate a ground floor cultural facility, as opposed to having one on 
the Square. 

 One member said that he had no problem with a building on the Square. 

 Another member said that he prefers as much open space as possible.  Having the cultural facility in the 
County building or on the Verizon plaza is a good idea. 

 Is Arlington looking at resiliency?  There is a resilience for cities grant for which the County could apply. 

 It is important for staff to be transparent about the origin of concepts.  For example, the additional height 
on the Strayer and Landmark blocks comes from staff.  Do not make it seem as though that came from the 
public process. 

 If the theatre goes away, where could it be accommodated?  Why should that site not have taller heights? 

 The theatre takes up two stories and is located underground already. 

 There should be a grand entrance to the Square for people in wheelchairs, too. 

 The pedestrian connection on Veitch Street does not work well here if you have service vehicles, loading, 
etc. 

 There may be some issues, such as security, if you have people funneling through the County building or 
through the underground parking areas. 

 How do you talk about the concept and whether or not it matches public opinion?   

 Perhaps you should show a dashed line around the cultural facility on the Square and arrows pointing to the 
Verizon building or the County building to show that this use could be shifted to other locations. 

 Is there a reason that the cultural facility could not be accommodated on the Strayer block? 

 Is the cultural facility still a priority here?  The idea of a cultural facility in Courthouse was first raised so 
many years ago.  It should not by default be included in this area, but should be examined. 

 Will there be a Countywide cultural facilities inventory? 

 We need to have a cultural facilities discussion.  There could be a sculpture garden.  Shouldn’t we revisit the 
idea from the 1970s of having a cultural facility here? 

 Maybe there should be a civic/cultural use on the Landmark block. 

 The farmer’s market shed is located too close to the County entrance. 

 No space seems to have been allocated for district energy facilities. 
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 A cultural facility could be good, a daycare could be good, affordable housing is good.  How do we decide? 

 Consider defining better what a shared street is.  How will such streets be physically constructed and 
managed?  How much vehicular traffic is expected on Uhle Street extended (trash trucks, farm trucks)?   
Should provide more background on the new building shown on the Square and on the increased height 
being discussed for the Verizon Plaza.  Maybe indicate that if there was increased height on the Verizon 
site, green space could be reclaimed on the Square. 

 Consider making the AMC building taller. 

 A rooftop restaurant could be a good use in this area. 


