
41%
prefer outdoor 
garden rooms

39%
prefer a pop-

up market and 
building

64%
prefer to 

relocate the entry 
to the elevator

43%
prefer a 

shared street

56%
prefer a 
covered 

promenade

43%
prefer a 

pedestrian 
path

65%
prefer a 
gateway 

treatment

40%
prefer a 
gateway 

treatment

1. Open Space Type 2. Farmer’s Market

3. Main Metro Entrance 4. 15th Street North

5. N. Uhle St. - North Segment 6. N. Uhle St. - South Segment

7. N. Veitch St./ 14th St. N. 8. 14th St. N.

Envision Courthouse Square is a study that will update the vision 
outlined in the 1993 Courthouse Sector Plan Addendum, which 
called for a state-of-the-art government center and signature 
public space. The planning process is centered around extensive 
civic engagement. Together with the Arlington community, we 
are reimagining our future shared space.

About the Survey
At the third community workshop, and through a parallel online 
survey, the community was asked to weigh in on three draft 
design concepts (A, B and C). Each concept was derived from the 
input collected during the first two workshops, Working Group 
meetings and extensive site analysis.

A list 15 big ideas varied across the design concepts and 
participants were asked to indicate their preferred variation. 
Survey participants were also invited to provide comments on 
the design concepts and core ideas to advance. To view detailed 
presentations of the three concepts and complete survey data, 
visit the project’s website at sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse. 

The feedback collected will be used by the design team to 
determine the right mix of design elements and test their 
feasibility. The goal is to create a single, synthesized plan that 
carries our shared vision forward.

645
survey entries

ENVISION COURTHOUSE SQUARE

Design Concepts Survey Results
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What we heard about CIRCULATION + OPEN SPACE:

- Green space with outdoor rooms 
that acommodates pedestrian 
movement across the area

- Formal and informal gathering areas

- Large tree canopy and shade

- Design for a variety of multi-
seasonal programmed and 
impromptu uses

- Maintain the current market 
and relocate to the future N. 
Uhle St. promenade

- Allow flexibility for an 
expanded, permanent market 
structure on the square to 
accommodate future needs

- Relocate the main Metro entrance 
to Courthouse Plaza near 15th 
Street N.  to provide for a landmark 
presence, a multi-modal connection 
and direct access and arrival onto 
the square

- Use existing Metro tunnel system

- Retails 15th St. N.

- Reconfigure as a 
managed, shared street that 
accommodates multi-modal 
traffic and creates a comfortable 
pedestrian environment

- Use alternative design and 
paving materials to signify the 
Courthouse Square district and 
nature of the street

- Active, walkable, engaging space

- Lighting and design elements 
animate the space and make it feel 
welcoming and safe

- Consider phasing, short distance of 
buildings, access and loading

- Pedestrian promenade with 
occasional emergency vehicular 
access and loading/unloading 
for special events.

- Flexible and open spaces for 
markets and events

- On axis with existing north 
section of N. Uhle St., helps 
define rectilinear open space

- Accommodate loading and access 
for buildings

- Improved and re-graded gateway 
treatment

- Accessibility and access for all users

- Reconfigure as a curbless, 
shared street

- Accommodates all modes

- Maintains street network and 
slows traffic

- Paving design can 
complement hardscapes within 
the square

“Remember Arlington 
needs open space for future 
generations to enjoy. Push the 
envelope as wide as possible.”
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“A mix of flexible space and 
parklike space with a tree 
canopy would be better than 
either alone.”

“Develop the square with a 
balance of green lawn and trees 
for shade with hardscape for 
events.”

“(Shared Street) Need more of 
these in Arlington...especially 
around high-activity zones like 
farmers market, metro stop. 
Focus on people more than cars.”

“Connectivity in the street grid 
needs to be maintained.”

64
workshop 

submissions

581
online

submissions

=

39 different neighborhoods participated

of survey participants
live in Arlington

80%

of survey participants
work in Arlington

48%



41%
prefer no 

preservation

40%
prefer private 
development 

at standard 
height

38%
prefer private 
development 

at standard   
height

49%
prefer a 

cultural facility 
at low height

44%
prefer a County 

building 
combined with 

AMC

36%
prefer a County 

building 
combined with 

AMC

58%
prefer the 

building be 
open to the 

square

9. Facade Preservation 10. Strayer Block

11. Landmark Block 12. Verizon Plaza

13. Court Square West 14. AMC Theater

15. 2100 Courthouse Plaza

sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse

What we heard about BUILDINGS + CULTURAL RESOURCES/FACILITY:

- Redevelopment of Landmark Block 
and demolition of existing buildings

- Maximum flexibility for 
redevelopment of the Landmark 
Block

- Two buildings are listed as 
“important” on the Historic Resources 
Inventory

- Private Mixed-Use Development

- Approx. gross floor area of 
192,000 - 324,000 square feet

- Private Mixed-Use Development

- Approx. gross floor area of less than 
300,000 square feet

- Building height: 12-18 stories or 
153’ - 180’

- Does not offer bonus density to 
fund improvements to the square

- Low height of approx. 3-5 
stories

- Can accommodate limited 
County facilities or a cultural 
facility

- Low height does not cast 
shadows onto the square

- Location of the future County 
building of at least 300,000 
square feet that would provide 
consolidated County functions on 
County land

- Potential public/private 
partnership to redevelop the 
Court Square West and AMC site 
simultaneously

- Possibility for combined 
redevelopment of County-
owned Court Square West site 
and public/private AMC theater 
site

- Keep the AMC use until 
redeveloped, allow for the 
potential reincorporation of the 
theater in future development

- Connect the plaza east of 2100 
Clarendon Blvd to the square with 
future open space

- Allow Courthouse Plaza connection 
to a new Metro entrance and the 
square

“Arlington needs to keep the 
‘flavor’ of ‘old’ Arlington.”

“Preservation of neighborhood 
history is important.”
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“Don’t over-build. Ballston has 
become a place where I really 
don’t enjoy being; don’t turn 
Courthouse into a similar place.”

“Arlington will continue to grow 
and the town square will need 
to accommodate a diverse 
range of ages and cultures.”

“I love that Arlington will have a 
‘heart’ and very much support 
these efforts.”

“The Square needs more artistic 
elements to give it character!”

ENVISION COURTHOUSE SQUARE

Design Concepts Survey Results
Popular Topics

Detailed survey data available at

PARKING

ACTIVITIES

COUNTY BUILDING LOCATION

CULTURAL FACILITY

OPEN SPACE

“There needs to be 
significant parking 
that is conveniently 
accessible for 
someone with 
their hands very 
full of kids and 
food.”

“Limit extent 
of undergound 
parking 
excavation in 
order to avoid 
impinging on 
root area of 
Memorial Trees.”

“Make underground 
parking user friendly 
and easy to navigate.”

“Please ensure that 
there is adequate 
parking and traffic is 
not obstructed.”

“More 
parking, 
not less. I 
live nearby 
and don’t 
want to be 
inundated 
with cars .”

“Keep the AMC 
theater.”

“My friends and 
I love having a 
neighborhood movie 
theater within easy 
walking distance.”

“Incorporate 
space for food 
trucks, fashion 
trucks, cart 
vendors, etc.”

“We need to 
ensure the 
Farmer’s Market 
has a permanent 
home here.”

“I like the idea of the square for the Farmer’s Market 
and events like summer concerts or outdoor movies.”

“Include an 
interactive 
splash 
fountain for 
families.”

“I think it is 
probably 
most cost 
effective 
to keep 
the County 
offices where 
they are.”

“I don’t believe a 
County building is 
necessary.”

“Build the County 
building on County-
owned land. Stop 
paying rent.”

“14th Street is 
currently pretty 
useless and I 
support adding 
more buildings 
to the south side 
of the square.”

“It would 
be great if 
the County 
building 
didn’t cast a 
significant 
shadow on 
the plaza.”

“The County has 
already spent 
enough on the 
Artisphere--no 
more Cultural 
Facilities unless 
they are privately 
developed.”

“Can’t we 
have a mixed 
private, 
cultural and 
County office 
building? 
That could be 
neat.”

“Would love to 
see a cultural 
use here, in the 
forefront. Some 
small extension of 
library resources, 
especially geared 
towards kids.”

“The cultural 
facility, with 
a restaurant 
perhaps, 
should anchor 
the southern 
end of the 
square.”

“Maximize 
greenspace at 
the expense of 
hardscape.”

“The more 
greenspace 
the better.”

“Provide 
various types 
of public 
seating, 
things to do 
and flexible 
space for 
programs.”

“The open space 
would be nice if it 
incorporated a water 
feature like a small 
pond or reflecting 
pool. Arlington has 
very few parks with 
water.”

“Part of the 
space could 
be used as a 
‘natural oasis’ 
and the rest 
for multi-
functional 
uses.”

- Activates the square with 
additional density and mixture 
of uses

- Building height: 12-18 stories 
or 153’ - 180’


