
3 Design Exploration
We narrowed the field of ideas by sketching scenarios, 
assessing impacts and digging deeper with subject 
matter experts and community stakeholders.

Testing Ideas + Principles
Our next steps were exploring design vignettes 
that tested ideas against our design principles. 
This in-depth analysis provided insight into each 
study lense and helped us uncover the site’s 
potential. 

Community Workshop #2
A second community workshop invited 
participants work with building models, sketch 
site	plans	and	investigate	their	ideas.	Results	
from this workshop informed what design 
assumptions should carry forward and what 
design questions needed further exploration.

Sustainability
We paired up with subject matter experts to 
advance the sustainability framework of the 
study. An overarching lense, sustainability will 
permeate throughout the concept plan. The 
study will specifically consider building and 
landscape technologies, district energy and an 
integrated energy master plan.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

•	 	Establish	an	identity	for	the	square
•	 Create	an	attractive	accessible	inclusive	PUBLIC	SPACE	that	

accommodates and encourages civic discourse, and County 
identity.

•	 Encourage	optimal	use	of	streets	to	achieve,	an	active	public	realm	
with safe pedestrian passage.

•	 Incorporate	sustainability	best	practices	throughout	all	aspects	
of the development, with particular attention paid to energy and 
stormwater management in line with Arlington County’s policies 
Identify	opportunities	for	efficiencies	from	district	level	energy	
production.

•	 Accommodate public and County parking needs through means 
that	add	value	to	the	Courthouse	Square	area.

•	 Preserve	significant	views	both	into	and	out	of	Courthouse	Square.
•	 Use	existing	topography	to	celebrate	the	plateau,	ease	pedestrian	

movements, and create a cohesive experience of the three-
dimensional opportunities of the site.

•	 Maximize	the	opportunity	to	create	active	frontage	on	Courthouse	
Square	and	the	surrounding	area.

•	 Build	on	the	existing	activities	of	Courthouse	Square	to	foster	an	18	
hour a day use throughout the week.

•	 Create opportunities and infrastructure for public entertainment, 
public discourse, performance, and community gathering.

•	 Celebrate	Courthouse	Square’s	rich	history	by	integrating	relevant	
existing historic and historical elements into new design concepts.

•	 Integrate	strategies	for	education,	sustainability,	social	and	physical	
health, and public art, throughout the area.

•	 Foster new development that will be distinct to Arlington, and 
integrate accessible programs, perform sustainably, and embrace 
the	civic	nature	and	cultural	significance	of	Courthouse	Square.

•	 Augment the existing tree canopy with additional plantings in new 
open space and streetscapes. 

‘Envision Courthouse Square’ is an exciting 
opportunity to create a vision for the 
Courthouse area that reflects Arlington’s 
current planning goals of good placemaking, 
smart growth policies and sustainability.

Arlington	County	Planning	Director,
Bob Duffy
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