
Envision Courthouse Square is a study that will update the vision 
outlined in the 1993 Courthouse Sector Plan Addendum, which called 
for a state-of-the-art government center and signature public space. To 
create a vision suited for the County’s future civic center, we knew from 
the start that the community’s input would be our most vital 
ingredient. 

ENVISION COURTHOUSE SQUARE

We are looking to the 
community to help us plan 
an extraordinary civic center 
that will not only house 
County government, but will 
provide a great public space 
to serve Arlingtonians for 
generations.  

Arlington County Board Chair, Jay Fisette 

“

”

We centered our process around extensive civic engagement. Together with 
the Arlington community, we are reimagining our future shared space.

Planning Team
Arlington County’s Department of Community Planning, 
Housing & Development leads the planning and urban 
design team. They are supported by a consultant team led 
by Cooper Robertson & Partners. Collaborating departments 
include Environmental Services, Parks & Recreation and 
Arlington Economic Development. 

Working Group
Working Group members are selected by the County 
Board and represent various stakeholder and 
community groups. They are charged to collaborate 
with County sta� and provide advice to the Planning 
Team and County Manager about the study.

Arlington Community
The community plays a primary role in developing our shared 
vision. All members have been invited to participate in 
workshops and provide feedback throughout the process.

1
Analysis

Our process kicked-o� with a 
charge from the County 
Board that de�ned our 
purpose and objectives. We 
used data, research and 
analysis to lay the foundation 
for a well-informed, e�ective 
community process.

3
Design 

Exploration
Building on what we learned, 
information was synthesized 
into a list of design principles 
that guided our design 
approach. We narrowed the 
initial �eld of ideas by 
sketching scenarios, 
assessing their impact and 
digging deeper into 
conversations with subject 
matter experts and 
community stakeholders.

5
Shared Vision

Feedback on the big ideas will 
be the basis of a preferred 
concept in the form of a Draft 
Sector Plan Addendum. 
Further study will include 
reviews with commissions and 
stakeholders to re�ne the 
recommendations. Our civic 
engagement process will result 
in a shared vision that re�ects 
our uni�ed aspirations and 
transforms our civic center.

2
Discovery

Our next steps heightened 
public participation with the 
�rst community workshop 
and survey. We welcomed a 
wide spectrum of participants 
to gain an understanding of 
their viewpoints, priorities, 
concerns and aspirations. 

Big Ideas
Through our work in analysis, 
discovery and exploration, the 
�eld of ideas narrowed. We 
created three design concepts 
that captured our collective 
big ideas and are presenting 
them as a kit-of-parts for 
broad, public input. 

Future steps beyond “envision”, will begin 
to “activate” and “implement” the square. 
Detailed studies on topics such as phasing, 
tra�c and environment will be required. 
We will continue to partner with the 
community as we carry our vision forward.
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