
Civic Engagement Summary – June 3, 2014 
 

This document summarizes input and feedback received during the civic engagement and outreach phase of the Envision 
Courthouse Square planning process (currently through Workshop #2 and Working Group Meeting #4). Envision 
Courthouse Square is a community planning effort to reimagine Arlington’s civic center and create a great public 
destination.  This summary outlines civic engagement events to-date, including key stakeholder input received for each of 
the five key areas of the study (open space, circulation, buildings, energy and environment, and cultural resources). This 
summary also provides the Working Group charge and guiding principles for each key area of the study.  Conceptual urban 
design plans for Courthouse Square, based on the input received through civic engagement activities, will be shared and 
evaluated with the community at the final community workshop in July. 

 

 
 
Working Group Meetings 
 

The Courthouse Square Working Group represents various community and civic stakeholder groups. As community 
representatives, the Working Group was organized and tasked by the County Board to collaborate with County staff and 
provide valuable feedback and insights for the key study areas of Courthouse Square. To date, there have been six 
meetings of the Working Group.  
 

Working Group Meeting #1: December 18, 2013 
Working Group Meeting #2: January 22, 2014 
Working Group Meeting #3: February 8, 2014 

Working Group Meeting #4: March 19, 2014 
Working Group Meeting #5: April 16, 2014 
Working Group Meeting #6: May 21, 2014 

 

Community Workshops 
 

The Courthouse Square civic engagement process also includes three community workshops intended to directly engage 
the Arlington Community and gather important feedback. County staff and consultants have led two community 
workshops at Key Elementary School and gathered input from hundreds of residents. A third and final workshop is 
scheduled to review final concepts for Courthouse Square with community members. 
 

Community Workshop #1: March 26, 2014 
Community Workshop #2: April 23, 2014 
Community Workshop #3: July 2014 (TBD) 
 

Online Outreach 
 

An ongoing online engagement effort has been used to complement and parallel in-person Working Group meetings and 
community workshop events.  An up-to-date project website and email initiative is used to convey background 
information, meeting schedules, meeting material and notes, and elicit citizen comments. A parallel survey to the first 
community workshop was developed and deployed to gather additional community input.  
 
Survey #1: April 2, 2014 to April 14, 2014 (240 respondents) 
Survey #2: Summer 2014 (TBD)  

Civic Engagement Opportunities 



 
 
 

Working Group Charge 
 

The County Board charges staff and the Working Group to address Open Space – the location and use of a public 
open space that will be an integral component of the County’s Government Center.  
 

Applicable Design Principles 
   

 Incorporate sustainability best practices throughout all aspects of the development, with particular attention 
paid to energy and stormwater management in line with Arlington County's policies Identify opportunities for 
efficiencies from district level energy production. 
 

 Use existing topography to celebrate the plateau, ease pedestrian movements, and create a cohesive experience 
of the three-dimensional opportunities of the site. 
 

 Create an attractive accessible inclusive public space that accommodates and encourages civic discourse, and 
County identity. 

 

 Create opportunities and infrastructure for public entertainment, public discourse, performance, and community 
gathering. 

  

 Augment the existing tree canopy with additional plantings in new open space and streetscapes.  

 
 
Summary of Major Comments 
 

General 

 Maximize open space. 

 Provide more greenspace and consider an open lawn. 

 Plant more trees. 

 Locate a grocery store or market shed. 
 
Activate the Square 

 Activate the square through development. 

 Leave flexible space to accommodate different types of events, gatherings, and concerts. 

 Add seating, cafes, and kiosks. 

 Consider a water feature, ice rink, kid play area, or a sculptural fountain. 
 
Open Space Connections to Courthouse 

 Preserve and celebrate the historic trees. 

 Establish a North-South promenade along a N. Uhle Street extension. 

 Provide better connections to Metro from the square and create an accessible urban place. 
 
A Gathering space for Arlington 

 Create a cozy open space that feels welcoming. 

 Provide a community town square, civic space, gathering space, and a third space. 

 Establish a flexible government workspace that functions as a modern county seat. 

 
 
 

Open Space 



 
 
 

 

Working Group Charge 
 

The County Board charges the Working Group to address Circulation and Parking – the overall pedestrian, bicycle, 
and vehicular circulation network, as well as connections to the surrounding neighborhood.  
 

Applicable Design Principles 
 

 Connect pedestrian circulation of Courthouse Square to improve public transit access. 
 

 Encourage optimal use of streets to achieve, an active public realm with safe pedestrian passage. 
 

 Accommodate public and County parking needs through means that add value to the Courthouse Square area.  

 
Summary of Major Comments 
 

Activate the Square 

 Activation of the square through development very important. 
 

General Connectivity 

 Improve pedestrian wayfinding. 

 Expand general connectivity but without more traffic. 

 Enhance multimodal connectivity. 
 

Metro Access 

 Improve underground Metro access. 

 Open Metro pedestrian tunnel to the square. 
 

Traffic Circulation 

 Implement a road diet and traffic calming on Wilson and Clarendon Boulevards. 
 

Parking 

 Maintain the number of available public parking spaces and improve access to them. 

 Remove the surface parking lot and replace it underground. 

 Improve parking wayfinding. 
 

15th Street N. 

 Dedicate 15th Street to non-vehicular transportation. 

 Close 15th Street and utilize the right of way for open space. 

 Keep 15th Street but implement a road diet. 

 Close only on weekends. 
 

N. Uhle Street 

 Extend Uhle Street and create a promenade with active frontage, possibly covered. 
 

14th Street N. 

 Incorporate 14th Street as open space. 
 
 

 

Circulation and Parking 



 
 

 

Working Group Charge 
 

The County Board charges the Working Group to address Building Use and Building Location and Design.  This 
includes the uses of public and private buildings in the study area, including the types of public resources (if any) in 
addition to government offices that would be best fit to the site, and the location, height, and density of buildings in 
the study area.  The study will incorporate the consideration of a future County office building that includes 300,000-
400,000 square feet and an appropriate floor plate. 
 

Applicable Design Principles 
 

 Maximize the opportunity to create active frontage on Courthouse Square and the surrounding area. 
 

 Foster new development that will be distinct to Arlington, and integrate accessible programs, perform 
sustainably, and embrace the civic nature and cultural significance of Courthouse Square. 

 
Summary of Major Comments 
 

Building Placement, Development, and Height 

 Place multiple buildings around the square at a lower scale. 

 Place a singular new development; do not spread out development. 

 Activate the square through surrounding development. 

 Build a tall, iconic building. 
 

Connection to Open Space 

 Place buildings to maximize and frame the open space. 

 Place buildings that interact with Metro and open to the square. 

 Establish public rooftops with restaurants, parks, and views. 
 

Building Use 

 Consider integration of affordable housing 
 

Landmark Block 

 Place a tall, iconic building. 

 Do not place a tall building. 

 Consider for open space. 
 

Verizon Plaza 

 Existing open space functions poorly. 

 Consider reuse for Housing. 

 Consider reuse for cultural facility. 
 

AMC Theatre 

 Cap the end of the AMC theatre with active uses. 

 Build on top of the AMC theatre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 



 
 

 

The County Board charges the Working Group to address Sustainability – the incorporation of sustainability including 
building and landscape technologies, district energy, and an integrated energy master plan. 

 
Applicable Design Principles 
 

 Integrate strategies for education, sustainability, social and physical health, and public art, throughout the area. 
 

 Foster new development that will be distinct to Arlington, and integrate accessible programs, perform 
sustainably, and embrace the civic nature and cultural significance of Courthouse Square. 

 

 Incorporate sustainability best practices throughout all aspects of the development, with particular attention 
paid to energy and stormwater management in line with Arlington County's policies  
 

 Identify opportunities for efficiencies from district level energy production. 

 
Summary of Major Comments 

 

General 

 Reduce heat island effect with plantings. 

 Provide education; real-time displays of energy saved and stormwater. 
 

Energy 

 Provide incentives to jump start district energy. 

 Integrate energy efficiency into new buildings. 

 All new buildings to consider solar orientation/generate solar energy. 
 

Stormwater 

 Encourage green roofs on all new buildings. 

 Enhance tree canopy. 

 Use open space to treat stormwater. 

 
  

Energy and Environment 



 
 
 

Working Group Charge 
 

The County Board charges the Working Group to address Cultural Resources – the treatment of cultural resources, 
including historic buildings, the “Memorial” and “Mother’s” trees, public art, and a potential cultural facility. 
 

Applicable Design Principles 
 

 Celebrate Courthouse Square’s rich history by integrating relevant existing historic and historical elements into new design 
concepts. 

 

 Integrate strategies for education, sustainability, social and physical health, and public art, throughout the area. 

 
Summary of Major Comments 
 

Activate the Square 

 Accommodate food trucks. 

 Program the square and lawn space with events, concerts, festivals, outdoor movies, and night 
programming, etc. 

 Connect to Courthouse Plaza Promenade. 

 Provide public rooftop access/roof gardens/ performances and parties. 

 Establish Cultural Facility on the Square, possible uses include: 
o Visitor Center. 
o Performing Arts. 
o Living Heritage Center. 
o Library. 

 

Farmer’s Market 

 Enhance and expand the Farmer’s Market. 

 Create partial enclosure/shed for Farmer’s Market use. 
 

Public Art 

 Establish rotating art installations. 

 Incorporate interactive sculpture/art that becomes lighting or wayfinding and is engaging for all ages. 
 

AMC Theatre 

 Retain the theatre; redevelop but keep theatre use after lease expires. 
 

Cultural and Historic Elements 

 Preserve and celebrate the historic trees. 

 Create an educational and historical component to the square. 

Cultural Resources 


