
My wife and I had our first date at Cosi.  We sat
outside on a summer night eating grapes and cheese

 

visiting  the farmers market on weekend mornings.   
buying 3 of my favorite antique furniture pieces there!
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Survey Results - Highlights
About the Study
Envision Courthouse Square is a 10-month community planning effort to reimagine Arlington County’s 
civic center and create a great public destination. To learn more about the project’s background, process 
and opportunities for involvement, visit sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse.

About the Survey
Community members were invited to submit responses during a workshop held on March 26 and through an 
online survey. More than 100 workshop participants and 270 online respondants shared their ideas. A detailed list 
of questions and responses can be downloaded from the survey page on the project website. 

Incorporating farmers market into design; 
outdoors w/retail.  A destination and a neighborhood.

What do you feel is worth preserving 
in Courthouse Square?

nothing.  it's a parking lot!  

What is your favorite Courthouse story, 
memory or experience?

 
 

My ex-boyfriend breaking up with me.  Then years 
later getting married to my husband at the 
courthouse and lawyer’s office across the street.

relaxing outdoors  

 
getting away from Clarendon.

everyone, it should feel like the town square!  
people, not cars.  

Courthouse Square is For _______?
Social interaction and community engagement

People gathering - having picnics, reading a book under a 
tree, meeting up with friends, tossing the Frisbee; Civic 
engagement; voting, public meetings, demonstrations.

Arlington needs a town center. An identity.  A place 
people can say “i’ll meet you on the town square.”  
Arlington lacks that now -- and I think that harms our
identity and cohesiveness.

I think if it’s truly a striking beacon for Arlington, its
 physical location will make it a beacon for the region
as well. 

Clarendon shouldn't have all the fun!  
It would provide a “center” or “front door” for our
community, which currently feels scattered.

Courthouse Square should be a beacon for?

Ranking Priorities for Courthouse Square  
 Courthouse Square is the heart of public and civic 
discourse in Arlington. (Highest Priority)

Improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is 
essential. (Second highest Priority)

Courthouse Square is a leader in environmental and 
green building sustainability. (Third Highest Priority)

Should public gatherings, such as political
events and/or celebrations, be encouraged
in Courthouse Square?
First Amendment and 'the Arlington way'

Yes and No. Big political events should be left to the 
national mall. We should encourage community events 
or events that would strengthen the community.

Freedom of Speech is an essential element of our 
democracy.  The challenge is to accommodate it in a 
manner that doesn't destroy the square.

We have a nearby platform for such events (DC) and it 
makes the space less friendly
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Where do survey 
participants live?

of survey 
participants 
work in 
Courthouse.

How do survey participants 
travel to Courthouse Square?

Participants shared their ideas:

Top ranked visual preferences:
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Flexible Space, Variety Tree Canopy with Seating Market Events Outdoor Movies, Evening Events


