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1. Circulation

2. Open Space

3. Buildings

4. Cultural Resources

5. Sustainability

Charge of the Working Group and Staff
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Courthouse Square will be:

 The civic and cultural heart of Arlington.

 A gathering place for Arlingtonians and visitors.

 An opportunity for entertainment and activities.

 A premier address for new development.

 A place that offers a variety of experiences for the 
visitor, resident, and worker.

 A flexible design that is adaptable to future needs 
and aspirations.

 Innovative and technologically savvy.

 Timeless and simple.

 Sustainable and environmentally friendly.

 Where the revolution begins.
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Pioneer Courthouse Square
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1. 21st Century Civic Square

2. Central Metro Access

3. Shared Streets

4. Courthouse Square Promenade

5. South Square Activity Zone

Courthouse Square 
‘Big Ideas’
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6. Verizon Plaza Redevelopment

7. County Building

8. Enhanced Pedestrian Connections

9. Cultural and Civic Facilities

Courthouse Square 
‘Big Ideas’
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Courthouse Square is well served by transit services, including: Metro, 
several bus routes, Bikeshare and bike lanes.

Several pedestrian pathways do not provide deliberate connections to 
uses in Courthouse Square. Their design is not consistent.

Car share service, cabs and parking spaces occupy a large portion of N. 
Uhle Street.

Pedestrian crossings across Wilson and Clarendon Boulevards are wide 
and can be difficult to navigate.

Many pedestrian movements occur underground and apart from the 
Square.

Circulation – Analysis
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Circulation – Civic Engagement

Public Feedback on Circulation

 Consider dedicating 15th St. to pedestrians, bicyclists, 
buses, taxis, additional open space

 Improve underground Metro access, open Metro to 
square, daylighting

 Improve number of available public parking spaces/access
 Extend Uhle St. and create a promenade with active 

frontage
 Improve wayfinding for public parking
 Consider redefining the nature of 14th and 15th streets.
 Explore extension of Uhle Street.
 Identify access and loading locations.
 Identify parking for public safety vehicles.
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Circulation Recommendations

1.1  Metro Entrance – Relocate to existing 
elevator on the Square.

1.2  15th Street North – Create a shared street 
that prioritizes pedestrians. Design with distinct 
materials, widen sidewalks and seamless paving 
transitions except at transit boarding area.

1.3  N. Courthouse Road – Reconfigure street to 
better serve bicycle traffic. Increase pedestrian 
safety with traffic calming measures and 
enhanced crossing at Judicial Center. Maintain 
access point to area from Arlington Boulevard.

1.4  14th Street North – Create a shared street 
that prioritizes pedestrians. Design with distinct 
materials, widened sidewalks and seamless 
paving transitions except at transit boarding area.

1.5  Clarendon and Wilson Boulevards –
Reconfigure street to improve the pedestrian 
experience: widen sidewalks; improve pedestrian 
crossings.
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Circulation Recommendations

1.6  N. Uhle Street (Clarendon Blvd. – 15th St. 
N.) - Create a curbless pedestrian promenade; 
use special paving.

1.7  N. Uhle Street (15th St. N. – 14th St. N.) –
Create a curbless pedestrian promenade; use 
special paving.

1.8 Transit – Locate transit services on 15th St. 
N. and Wilson/Clarendon Blvds. Include 
potential transit shelter and services into plaza 
kiosk.

1.9 Parking – Design parking garage in close 
collaboration with open space.

1.10 Pedestrian – Enhance existing pedestrian 
amenities. Increase pedestrian entryways, 
access points and pathways.

1.11 Bicycle – Enhance existing bicycle 
amenities and pathways. Connect to Arlington 
Boulevard trail. Add bike lanes to N. 
Courthouse Road.
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Circulation – G-1 Recommendations

1.1 Metro Entrance – Provide direct access to the pedestrian tunnels 
and new garage.

1.2 15th Street N. – Connect Landmark Block parking garage to County 
parking garage under 15th Street N.

1.3 N. Courthouse Road – Provide access to County parking garage via 
entrance along N. Courthouse Road. Provide pedestrian access 
between the Judicial Center and County parking garages.

1.4 14th Street N. – Connect to existing Verizon Plaza parking garage 
under 14th Street N. Provide access to County parking garage via an 
entrance at N. Veitch Street and 14th Street N.

1.5 Clarendon & Wilson Boulevards – Preserve existing Metro 
entrances across Wilson Boulevard at Colonial Place.
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Circulation – G-1 Recommendations

1.6 N. Uhle Street Between Clarendon Boulevard & 15th Street N. –
Preserve existing Metro entrance under Strayer Block.

1.7 N. Uhle Street Between 15th Street N. & 14th Street N. – Provide 
primary circulation access through the parking garage directly under 
N. Uhle Street.

1.8 Transit – Provide a direct connection between metro, bus transit 
and new County parking garage.

1.9 Parking – Accommodate primary parking needs under the primary 
open space.

14



Circulation – Shared Streets on 15th St. N and 14th St. N

The Square will be surrounded by diverse, walkable streetscapes 
that are the fundamental elements of vibrant placemaking. Shared 
streets within Courthouse Square will help connect open spaces to 
the buildings and pedestrian activities in the area. 15th Street N. 
and 14th Street N. are envisioned as shared streets that are 
uniquely designed to accommodate vehicles and transit, while 
providing priority to pedestrians and promoting safety.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it refines 
this recommendation?
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Circulation – Courthouse Square Promenade

The extension of a key pedestrian connection between Wilson 
Boulevard and 14th Street N. will create a vibrant promenade and 
connect the Square both physically and visually to activities on Wilson 
and Clarendon Boulevards, Metro, quality open spaces, County 
facilities, local businesses and surrounding neighborhoods. The 
promenade, which will be predominantly hardscape and tree-lined, 
will serve as an extension of the open spaces and is an ideal location 
for strolling, browsing, farmer’s market stalls and participating in 
community events.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it refines 
this recommendation?
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Circulation – Central Metro Access

Multi-modal transit accessibility is a major theme for the 
concept plan. A new, centrally-located Metro access point
will provide a welcoming entrance and serve as a highly visible 
landmark for residents, workers and visitors.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?

17



Courthouse square has several parks and public plazas within a 10 
minute walking radius of metro. They are diverse in scale and in use. It 
is important to develop a design for courthouse square that adds value 
to the county and that complements existing amenities. We have an 
opportunity to develop a civic open space that is more grand in scale 
than any other space in the area 

Currently the central open space of the Courthouse Square study area 
is comprised of over 70% asphalt and has one of the lowest 
percentages of tree canopy coverages along the Rosslyn-Ballston 
Corridor. 

Additionally, one of the major defining characteristics of the 
Courthouse Square site is that topographically it is located on the 
plateau surrounded by severe changes in incline to the south and the 
east of the Square area. 

Open Space - Analysis
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Open Space – Civic Engagement

Public Feedback on Open Space

 Flexible space to accommodate different types of events
 Community town square, civic space, third place, all ages, nexus
 Farmers market shed / grocery store
 Better connections, walkable, accessible
 More trees
 Water feature, possible ice rink, possible children’s play feature, 

public art

Considerations
 Future planning and design will occur during a subsequent master 

plan process and provide precise layout, uses and amenities within 
designated spaces.

 Desired and future pedestrian pathways will be a significant factor 
in planning the future open space.
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2.1  Primary Open Space (North Square) 
Establish two distinct natural 
environments; one with a lawn feature, one 
with trees. Primarily utilize native trees and 
plants. Protect the Memorial trees by 
planting a memorial grove. Connect with a 
variety of activating spaces and uses.

2.2  South Square Activity Zone
Consider more active and flexible uses than 
the North Square. Plan for a new market 
location. Visually buffer the Verizon 
building. Integrate a stormwater 
management feature.

Open Space Recommendations
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2.3  N. Uhle Street Promenade – Use promenade as 
extension of open space by incorporating trees and 
plantings. Close promenade to vehicles a majority 
of the time. Provide managed loading access for 
farmer’s market and events. Use flexible street 
furniture to enhance pedestrian environment.

2.4  Metro Plaza – Create a direct visual and 
physical connection to Courthouse Square, N. Uhle 
St. Promenade and other transit options. Design to 
add natural light to Metro tunnels and entryways.

2.5  Clarendon Boulevard Plaza – Design a café, 
kiosk or public art opportunity. Create a 
terminating vista for Clarendon Blvd., N. Veitch St. 
and 15th St. N.

2.6  Veitch Street Terrace – Create a raised terrace 
above N. Veitch St. north of 14th St. N., adjacent to 
the County building and Courthouse Plaza. Create a 
terminating vista to the south for Arlington Blvd. 
Improve pedestrian access from the south with 
stairs, elevator, and/or escalator access to the 
terrace.

Open Space Recommendations
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The future Courthouse Square will be a network of 
interconnected open spaces that can support a wide variety 
of existing and future events. The Square will be the heart of 
Arlington and serve as a primary gathering space and activity 
center for the community. A new parking garage below the 
current surface parking lot will accommodate parking needs 
for existing and future uses in Courthouse.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?

Open Space – 21st Century Civic Square
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Open Space – South Square Activity Zone

The South Square Activity Zone is in a prominent location and 
is adjacent to 14th Street N., the future County building and 
the Judicial Center. Its prime location can accommodate a 
variety of community uses, such as an expanded farmer’s 
market, events and the opportunity for a vibrant civic, 
cultural or entertainment presence.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?
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South Square Activity Zone
Staff Recommendation

2.2  South Square Activity Zone – Consider more active and flexible uses than 
the North Square. Plan for a new market location. Visually buffer the Verizon 
building. Integrate a stormwater management feature.

3.7 South Square Activity Zone – Explore building a civic, market, or cultural use 
that can take the form of a building or structure
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Building location and design in the Courthouse 
Square area was determined by several major 
factors that include available land, adjacent land 
use, land ownership, and relationship to existing 
and future open space. 

The measure of the viability of each site was 
determined by necessity to create active frontage 
on the new Square, how it defined the public realm 
and the desire to maximize open space. 

Currently the frontage (or lack there of) around the 
Square is void of active use, unlike much of the 
adjacent area of influence to the north along Wilson 
& Clarendon and within the Courthouse Plaza. 

Buildings - Analysis
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Buildings – Civic Engagement
Public Feedback on Buildings
 Multiple buildings surrounding the square 

(typically lower scale)
 Activation of square through development 
 Public rooftops with restaurants, parks, views
 Place buildings to maximize open space
 Verizon as dead space – consider adding 

development
 Cap off end of AMC theatre
 Verizon, Court Square West, AMC Theatre, 

Strayer and Landmark Block as development 
sites?

 Ground floor treatment of new development?
 What are suitable building heights and 

massing? 26



County Administration Building

Option A for County building

3.1 Court Square West + Theater Site Combined –
Redevelop both sites as a unified development. 
Build 12-14 stories (180 ft. tall). Design a 2-3 story 
rooftop terrace on east side, facing the Square.

Option B for County building

3.2 Court Square West – Redevelop independently 
of adjacent Theater Site as a standalone County 
facility. Build 12-14 stories (180’ tall). Option B for 
a County building location. Recommendation does 
not apply if 3.1 (Option A) is implemented.

3.3 Theater Site – Redevelop independently of 
adjacent Court Square West. Build 3-7 stories (45-
105’ tall). Design a rooftop terrace on east side, 
facing the Square. Increase massing and height on 
west side of building.

Building / Height Recommendations
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3.4 Landmark Block – Redevelop block; build 
16-21 stories (210’ tall). Locate parking and 
service access primarily off of N. Courthouse 
Road. 

3.5 Strayer Block – Redevelop block; build 16-
19 stories (190’ tall). Require off site parking.

3.6 Verizon Plaza – Redevelop block; build 4-12 
stories (120’ tall).

3.7 South Square Activity Zone – Explore 
building a civic, market, or cultural use that can 
take the form of a building or structure

Building / Height Recommendations
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Option A for County building

3.1 Court Square West + Theater Site Combined 
Ground floor: Theater portion on Courthouse Plaza to 
include cultural, civic, entertainment and retail uses; 
Court Square West portion to include civic and/or 
cultural uses.

Primary Building Use: Theater portion to include 
entertainment, retail and cultural uses; Court Square 
West portion to include County and cultural uses.

Option B for County building

3.2 Court Square West

Ground floor: primarily civic and/or cultural uses.

Primary Building Use: County administration building.

3.3 Theater Site – Cultural, civic, entertainment 
development would occur on County-owned land.

Ground floor: entertainment, retail and/or cultural 
uses.

Primary building use: entertainment, retail and/or 
cultural uses.

Building / Use Recommendations
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3.4 Landmark Block 

Ground floor: retail and restaurant uses; 
include service entries. 

Primary building use: office, residential, or 
hotel uses.

3.5 Strayer Block 

Ground floor: retail and restaurant uses; 
include service entries. 

Primary building use: office, residential, or 
hotel uses.

3.6 Verizon Plaza 

Ground floor: retail and/or cultural uses. 

Primary building use: office or residential uses.

Building / Use Recommendations
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Building Height and Use – Landmark and Strayer Blocks
Landmark Block:
 Redevelop Block; Build 16-21 Stories (210’ tall)
 Locate Parking and service access primarily off N. Courthouse Rd.
 USES: Ground floor: retail and restaurant uses, include service entries.
 Primary building use: office or residential uses.
 Affordable housing: County owns the homeless shelter parcel, which can be leveraged to obtain 

additional affordable units. A goal of 20-25 on site affordable units is estimated if developed as 
residential.

Strayer Block:
 Redevelop Block; Build 16-19 Stories (190’ tall)
 Require off-site parking
 USES: Ground floor: retail and restaurant uses; include service entries.
 Primary building use: office or residential uses.
 Affordable housing: ordinance requirements apply and bonus density contributions could 

apply. A goal of 10-15 on site affordable units is estimated if developed as residential.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it refines these recommendations?
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Building Height – Landmark & Strayer
Staff Recommendation
3.4 Landmark Block – Redevelop block; build 16-21 stories (210’ tall). Locate 
parking and service access primarily off of N. Courthouse Road. 

3.5 Strayer Block – Redevelop block; build 16-19 stories (190’ tall). Require off 
site parking.

8:30 AM

1. Height above 180’ would occur at a 
location that is located directly adjacent 
to Metro.

2. Shadows would not impact the primary 
open space.

3. Additional development will help 
activate the Square.

4. Additional height will allow for increased 
architectural opportunity.
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The existing Verizon Plaza has seen little use in the last several 
years due to its design, shadows and location. This plan realizes 
the plaza site as a new development that will contribute to and 
further the goals of Courthouse Square and help activate 14th 
Street N. and the Square with potential cultural, residential or 
office uses.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?

Buildings – Verizon Plaza Redevelopment
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Verizon Plaza
Staff Recommendation
3.6 Verizon Plaza – Redevelop block; build 4-12 stories 
(120’ tall).
Ground floor: retail and/or cultural uses. 
Primary building use: office or residential uses.

1. Development opportunity with 
density transfer which can support 
park development

2. Defines southern end of square.

3. Opportunity to improve 
architectural aesthetic and partially 
screen existing buildings.

4. Activates southern end of square 
and creates new frontage on 14th St.

5. Replaces underutilized plaza.

6. Opportunity for multiple uses 
ranging from affordable housing to 
destination entertainment.
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A key charge for the study was to examine the future location 
and building massing for a County administration building. The 
location of the County building adjacent to the promenade, 
Metro plaza and 14th St. N., and on axis with Judicial Center, 
provides a prominent and dignified location with entrances 
located on the plaza and Square.

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?

Building Location – County Administration Building
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County Administration Building
Staff Recommendation

Option A for County building

3.1 Court Square West + Theater Site Combined – Redevelop both sites as a unified 
development. Build 12-14 stories (180 ft. tall). Design a 2-3 story rooftop terrace on 
east side, facing the Square.

Ground floor: Theater portion on Courthouse Plaza to include cultural, civic, 
entertainment and retail uses; Court Square West portion to include civic and/or 
cultural uses. 

Primary Building Use: Theater portion to include entertainment, retail and cultural 
uses; Courthouse Square. West portion to include County and cultural uses.

Option B for County building

3.2 Court Square West – Redevelop independently of adjacent Theater Site as a 
standalone County facility. Build 12-14 stories (180’ tall).

Ground floor: primarily civic and/or cultural uses.

Primary Building Use: County administration building.
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Arlington’s agricultural history lives on today in Courthouse’s very popular 
Farmer’s Market, held in conjunction with the antiques and crafts vendors of the 
Urban Village Market. During the weekends these markets take over 14th and 
15th streets and extend into County public the parking lot. 

Arlington also has also a long military history, not limited to the Pentagon. 
Courthouse Square used to be the location of Fort Woodbury, one of several 
earth and wood built fortifications of the Arlington line, constructed during the 
civil war. Two commemorative plaques memorializing Fort Woodbury and the 
Arlington line are located within the study area of the square. 

In addition to the Ft. Woodbury plaques, the Square is currently host to two 
memorial markers accompanied by dedicated trees of sizable canopy, the 
Mother Tree & Solider Tree. These two trees provide the majority of the limited 
shade on the north east edge of the County parking lot. 

Courthouse also serves as host to several pieces of public art and has the 
potential to become a host for the County’s active program for temporary and 
permanent public art installations. 

Cultural Resources - Analysis
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Public Feedback
 Keep, expand farmers market – possible enclosure/shed
 Cultural, visitor, performance, living heritage center and/or library on square
 Retain historic trees
 Keep movie theatre, possibly in another form such as underground facility
 Public rooftop access, gardens, performances
 Constant programming to activate the square – events, festivals, not just 

lawn
 Should we attempt to preserve historic buildings and facades from Landmark 

Block?

Considerations around Farmers Market
 Any structure should open to the square and serve a multi-purpose function.
 The market should be designed for easy access by pedestrians and vehicles.
 Additional study of farmer’s market wants and needs will help define ultimate 

market presence. 
 The market can evolve over time.

Cultural Resources – Civic Engagement
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4.1 Public Art – Integrate public art into the design of infrastructure, 
open space and buildings within Courthouse Square. Public art could 
also take the form of rotating art installations, interactive displays and 
integration with wayfinding or sustainable strategies and environmental 
education.

4.2 Memorial Trees – Preserve the Mother (notable) and Soldier trees 
and markers; incorporate them into a memorial grove. Limit soil 
disturbance above and below grade.

4.3 Farmer’s Market – Build a market structure along the southern end 
of the Square to enhance the existing pop-up farmers’ market. Design 
the building for multiple, flexible uses.

Cultural Resources Recommendations
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4.4 Historic Preservation – Subject to structural, economic, design and economic feasibility 
analyses, the potential relocation and reuse of historic buildings and facades could preserve 
the County’s last remaining example of its historic Lawyer’s Row along with mid-century 
commercial buildings located in the Landmark Block. To the extent possible as 
redevelopment occurs:

 Preserve historic resources found on the Landmark Block:

 First Federal Savings & Loan façades and interior floor/wall clock (Cosi)

 Conklyn Building façade (Boston Market)

 2042-2044 Clarendon Boulevard facades

 Investment Building façade

 Explore the relocation and repurposing of the Simmonds Building elsewhere in the study 
area.

4.5 Views – Preserve and enhance views to the Washington Monument.

4.6 Cultural/Civic Facility – Establish a cultural or civic facility within the study area. Possible 
uses include: Visitor center, Performing Arts, Living Heritage Center, Library

Cultural Resources Recommendations
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Three locations within Courthouse Square could 
accommodate cultural uses ranging from a museum to a 
performing arts venue and civic uses such as a symbolic 
County administration building. 

What additional thoughts or issues should staff consider as it 
refines this recommendation?

Location – Cultural and Civic Facilities

43



Cultural Facility / Resource
Staff Recommendation
4.6 Cultural/Civic Facility – Establish a cultural or civic facility within the study 
area. Possible uses include: Visitor center, Performing Arts, Living Heritage 
Center, Library

1. There are opportunities to integrate cultural and civic uses 
throughout the southern end of the Square.

2. The ability to establish a cultural or civic facility within 
Courthouse Square either in new buildings at Verizon 
Plaza, Court Square West or the theater site, or as an 
iconic building on the south square.

3. Additional cultural uses may include: museums, 
entertainment, galleries
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Sustainability - Analysis

Arlington County is nationally recognized for its leadership in advancing sustainability and 
Smart Growth initiatives, and Courthouse Square is envisioned as the epitome of 
Arlington as an efficient, self-reliant, and environmentally conscious community. 
Sustainability is broadly recognized as meeting the needs of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, and the 
development of Courthouse Square will consider the “triple bottom line” of social, 
financial, and environmental performance measures. 

Courthouse Square as a sustainable community is fundamentally supported by the 
decision to promote mixed-use development in a Metro Station area, thereby providing a 
balance of residential, shopping and employment opportunities. In addition to 
generating continuous use and activity in the neighborhood, this policy is supported by 
the creation of a strong tax base. The environmental benefits of Smart Growth are also 
realized by a reduced dependence on motor vehicles, as well as the more efficient 
allocation of energy and resources. 

The responsibility for achieving sustainability does not rest with any one office within the 
County, but rather depends upon coordinated actions and decisions made across 
departments and disciplines, accompanied by citizen action. 
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Sustainability – Data Collection
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Sustainability Recommendations

5.1 Integrated Energy Master Plan (IEMP)
 Use the IEMP to implement the Community 

Energy Plan’s goals of reducing energy costs, 
improving energy security and minimizing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

 Additional areas outside of the Courthouse 
Square study area should be considered for 
incorporation into the Integrated Energy 
Master Plan.

 Include targets for energy efficiency, district 
energy, and renewable energy.

 Identify potential location in G-1 parking 
garage or in a new

 building mechanical room for central district 
energy plant.

 Final recommendations will be included in 
the Sector Plan Addendum.
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Sustainability Recommendations

5.2 Stormwater Management
 Support the goals of the Stormwater Master 

Plan and showcase innovative stormwater 
management strategies.

 Increase vegetated areas to reduce 
impervious area.

 Feature a central stormwater management 
feature in square.

 Integrate tree pits and bio-infiltration.

 Final recommendations will be included in 
the Sector Plan Addendum.
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Next Steps and Future Process
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Questions and Comments
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