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Study Area
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1. Circulation

2. Open Space

3. Buildings
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4. Cultural Resources

5. Sustainability

Charge of the Working Group and Staff
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Based on input from 3 Stakeholder Groups and Design Team:

1. 1,000 Residents and businesses via 

3 workshops, 2 surveys, 30 interviews

2. 15 Working Group meetings

3. 85 Interdepartmental Coordination meetings

4. 20 Advisory Group Meetings

5. Cooper Robertson + Partners, New York
Planning & Urban Design Consultants

Civic Engagement and Outreach



A Community Based Vision
Courthouse Square will be:
 The civic and cultural heart of Arlington.

 A gathering place for Arlingtonians and visitors.

 An opportunity for entertainment and activities.

 A premier address for new development.

 A place that offers a variety of experiences for the 
visitor, resident, and worker.

 A flexible design that is adaptable to future needs 
and aspirations.

 Innovative and technologically savvy.

 Timeless and simple.

 Sustainable and environmentally friendly.

 Where the revolution begins.
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21st Century Civic Square

Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’
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The future Courthouse Square will be a 
network of interconnected open spaces that 
can support a wide variety of existing and 
future events. 

The Square will be the heart of Arlington and 
serve as a primary gathering space and 
activity center for the community. 

A new parking garage below the current 
surface parking lot will accommodate parking 
needs for existing and future uses in 
Courthouse Square.



Pioneer Courthouse Square
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Central Metro Access

Multi-modal transit accessibility is a major 
theme for the concept plan. A new, centrally-
located Metro access point will provide a 
welcoming entrance and serve as a highly 
visible landmark for residents, workers and 
visitors.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Shared Streets

The Square will be surrounded by diverse, 
walkable streetscapes that are the 
fundamental elements of vibrant 
placemaking. 

Shared streets within Courthouse Square will 
help connect open spaces to the buildings 
and pedestrian activities in the area. 

15th Street N. and 14th Street N. are 
envisioned as shared streets that are 
uniquely designed to accommodate vehicles 
and transit, while providing priority to 
pedestrians and promoting safety.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Courthouse Square Promenade

The extension of a key pedestrian connection 
between Wilson Boulevard and 14th Street 
N. will create a vibrant promenade and 
connect the Square both physically and 
visually to activities on Wilson and Clarendon 
Boulevards, Metro, quality open spaces, 
County facilities, local businesses and 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

The promenade, which will be predominantly 
hardscape and tree-lined, will serve as an 
extension of the open spaces and is an ideal 
location for strolling, browsing, farmer’s 
market stalls and participating in community 
events.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

South Square Activity Zone

The South Square Activity Zone is in a 
prominent location and is adjacent to 14th 
Street N., the future County building and the 
Judicial Center. 

Its prime location can accommodate a variety 
of community uses, such as an expanded 
farmer’s market, events and the opportunity 
for a vibrant civic, cultural or entertainment 
presence.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Verizon Plaza Redevelopment

The existing Verizon Plaza has seen little use 
in the last several years due to its design, 
shadows and location. 

This plan realizes the plaza site as a new 
development that will contribute to and 
further the goals of Courthouse Square and 
help activate 14th Street N. and the Square 
with potential cultural, residential or office 
uses.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

County Administration Building

A key charge for the Study was to examine 
the future location and building massing for a 
County administration building. 

The location of the County building adjacent 
to the promenade, Metro plaza and 14th 
Street N., and on axis with the Judicial Center, 
provides a prominent and dignified location 
with entrances located on the plaza and 
Square.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Enhanced Pedestrian Connections

An improved connection to Courthouse Plaza 
from the south will ease and enrich the 
pedestrian experience in an area with 
topographical challenges. 

This connection will be accessible to all and 
include elevator access, stairs and/or 
escalators. The arrival point will connect with 
the Veitch Street terrace, a proposed element 
in the open space network.
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Courthouse Square ‘Big Ideas’

Cultural and Civic Facilities

Cultural and civic facilities would enliven and 
enrich the Courthouse Square experience 
and create a destination. 

A number of locations within Courthouse 
Square could accommodate cultural uses 
ranging from a museum to a performing arts 
venue and civic uses such as a symbolic 
County administration building.
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Discussion and Guidance

1. County Building Location: Does the County Board concur with staff’s recommendation 
future location of a county administration building?

2. Height at Strayer and Landmark: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation to limit maximum height of 190' on the Strayer Block and 210' on the 
Landmark block?

3. South Square Activity Zone: Does the County Board concur with staff’s recommendation to 
reserve this site for a future civic/cultural/entertainment building not to exceed 3 stories 
and a building footprint of 15,000 sf?

4. Redevelopment of Verizon Plaza: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation to encourage redevelopment and a maximum height of 120' on the four 
privately-owned 5,000 sf parcels currently known as Verizon Plaza?

5. Cultural Facility/Resources: Does the County Board concur with staff’s recommendation to 
preserve the three proposed locations for cultural/civic or entertainment uses until further 
studies are completed?



County Administration Building
Staff Recommendation

Option A for County building

3.1 Court Square West + Theater Site Combined – Redevelop both sites as a unified 
development. Build 12-14 stories (180 ft. tall). Design a 2-3 story rooftop terrace on 
east side, facing the Square.

Option B for County building

3.2 Court Square West – Redevelop independently of adjacent Theater Site as a 
standalone County facility. Build 12-14 stories (180’ tall).
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County Administration Building

1. County Building Location: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation for the future location of a county administration 
building?
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Building Height on Landmark & Strayer Blocks
Staff Recommendation

3.4 Landmark Block – Redevelop block; build 16-21 stories (210’ tall). Locate 
parking and service access primarily off of N. Courthouse Road. 

3.5 Strayer Block – Redevelop block; build 16-19 stories (190’ tall). Require off 
site parking.
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Building Height on Landmark & Strayer Blocks

2. Height at Strayer and Landmark: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation to limit maximum height of 190' on the Strayer Block 
and 210' on the Landmark block?
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South Square Activity Zone
Staff Recommendation

2.2  South Square Activity Zone – Consider more active and flexible uses than 
the North Square. Plan for a new market location. Visually buffer the Verizon 
building. Integrate a stormwater management feature.

3.7 South Square Activity Zone – Explore building a civic, market, or cultural use 
that can take the form of a building or structure
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South Square Activity Zone

3. South Square Activity Zone: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation to reserve this site for a future civic/cultural/market 
building or structure not to exceed 3 stories and a building footprint of 
15,000 sf?

23



Redevelopment on Verizon Plaza
Staff Recommendation
3.6 Verizon Plaza – Redevelop block; build 4-12 stories 
(120’ tall).
Ground floor: retail and/or cultural uses. 
Primary building use: office or residential uses.
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Redevelopment on Verizon Plaza

4. Redevelopment of Verizon Plaza: Does the County Board concur with staff’s 
recommendation to encourage redevelopment and a maximum height of 
120' on the four privately-owned 5,000 sf parcels currently known as Verizon 
Plaza?
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Cultural Facility / Resource
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Staff Recommendation
4.6 Cultural/Civic Facility – Establish a cultural or civic facility within the study 
area. Possible uses include: Visitor center, Performing Arts, Living Heritage 
Center, Library

1. There are opportunities to integrate cultural and civic uses 
throughout the southern end of the Square.

2. The ability to establish a cultural or civic facility within 
Courthouse Square either in new buildings at Verizon 
Plaza, Court Square West or the theater site, or as an 
iconic building on the south square.

3. Additional cultural uses may include: museums, 
entertainment, galleries



Cultural Facility / Resource

5. Cultural Facility/Resources: Does the County Board concur with 
staff’s recommendation to preserve the three proposed locations for 
cultural/civic or entertainment uses until further studies are 
completed? 
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Courthouse Square Next Steps

1. Complete draft Sector Plan Addendum following County Board guidance (Dec – Feb 2015)

2. Reconvene Working Group for review of draft addendum and in preparation of 
Community Workshop #4 (Feb 2015)

3. Community Workshop #4 (Feb 2015)

4. Formal Adoption Process – LRPC, TC, PC & CB for RTA (Mar – Apr 2015)

5. County Board Consideration for Adoption (April – May 2015)
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Next Steps and Future Process
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Questions and Comments
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