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ANALYSIS DESCRIPTION: Two major themes that emerged from the analysis of the Rosslyn Waterfront was that 
there is a lack of visual and tangible connection to the Potomac River and an ineffective threshold between the urban edge and the waterfront. The 
project analysis looks at existing contradictions in the landscape to inform future design. Study of existing conditions showed an effort to connect 
people to the water with Public Art Installations in the urban core. The seemingly negative features in the landscape, such as the highways and steep 
slope, have carved out unique and intimate places that people enjoy.  These qualities are worth exploring further and incorporating in a design that 
seeks to recognize and celebrate the narrative already present in city’s fabric.
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National Tourist Routes in Norway ‘Kalvebod Waves’ Waterfront Park, Copenhagen, JDS Architects

The Three Sisters

December 1900 Article in the Washington Post as quoted on Ghosts of DC 

By far the most picturesque river legend is the story of the Three Sisters. Just before a drowning occurs 
on the river they are believed to emit a sound like the slow chiming of a bell, which is supposed to be 
a warning call. Its origin is quite as prehistoric as that of the Gray Swan, and rather similar. There were 
three women of the Anacostian tribe who conspired to desert their people for the Powhatans.

The three dusky maidens, all of them daughters of a chief, as in stories they always are, met together 
one dark night and stole out in their canoes. The medicine man of their tribe followed them along shore, 
creeping under brush and woods. They paddled slowly up current. They were decked out in shells and 
feathers, and  their hair streamed long in the wind. They kept the center of the stream, and just as they 
were about to veer and cross the medicine man called in a hollow voice that their hour of death had 
come. Curious lights played about them; they were caught in the whirlpool which swirled round their 
canoes in a dizzy whirl. In fright and despair they flung themselves into the water, and were drowned. 
In the morning three rocks, gray and barren, had arisen from the water, and were supposed to be the 
spirits of the Indian sisters barred out from the Happy Hunting Grounds.

There is an old ballad, which gives their story. Part of it runs:

Swiftly they came and swifter,
With dark eyes glancing round,
With soft words glad and eager
For the braves of the Powhatan.
When out of the darkness around them,
Out from the black of the trees,
The voice of the Great Spirit called them,
Like the cry of choking seas.
They leaped with a moan of terror
Into the heart of the mere.
The waters hissed around them,
The stars were white with fear.
Three rocks, spired and gloomy,
Gray as a stormy sky,
Sprang  from the depth of the whirlpool,
Where the Indian sisters lie.
Ever at night they ring,
Like a sad cathedral bell,
Echoing far on the waters,
They sound the warning knell.

http://ghostsofdc.org/2013/10/04/named-three-sisters-islands/°
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Precedent Studies

Place-Making Through Myth
     The legend of the Three Sisters

Public Art and Found Places Study

Rosslyn’s Public Art appeared to both reflect and attempt to channel people toward the water. The study of 
Public Art sites, both built and proposed suggested that there was an active place-making effort in the city.  
However, the public art was unable to chaperon a tangible experience with the real river for city residents 
and visitors. The existing art installations and the urban plan of Rosslyn suggested a “core” of effort reach-
ing closer to the river. 

Simultaneously, Rosslyn had a number of found places, where people claimed and intimately occupied 
spaces, including smoke break corners, densely vegetated wooded areas, and other existing urban and 
natural edge conditions. This analysis, paired with current planning documents helped to identify inherent 
contradictions in the landscape that inform people’s movement and level of physical comfort.  Embracing 
and highlighting those contradictions become the medium to craft a stronger connection between Rosslyn’s 
City and Waterfront. 

Rosslyn Sector Plan Highlights

Map of Rosslyn’s Public Art Installations

Ned Kahn Liquid Pixels, 2002 Claimed Space, Edge of Route 66

Public Parks and Open Space Goal #1: 
Achieve connectivity among a diverse net-
work of public parks and open spaces that 
also engage the Potomac waterfront.

Public Parks and Open Space Goal #2: 
Revitalize the existing parks and open 

space system to provide active outdoor rec-
reational opportunities and amenities for all 
ages and lifestyles throughout the network.
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MEADOW DESCRIPTION: The Urban Meadow provides both ecological and social benefits to the city of Rosslyn.  
The Meadow includes the space for an ephemeral, adaptable and viewable memorial, for which the Meadow becomes theater. The Meadow rests at 
the confluence of many city flows. For water it acts as a sponge for urban run-off; for traffic, it acts as a speed calming and integrating element; for 
pedestrians, it is both a destination and a traverse.  The meadow provides market space for weekend farmer’s markets, pop-up festivals, and other 
temporary uses. The landscape integrates the pedestrian, the vehicle and the meadow ecosystem standing as an oasis in an increasingly tight urban 
edge condition.
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WATERFRONT DESCRIPTION:The Cove is Rosslyn’s Waterfront, connected to the urban core by a(n) de-
scent/ ascent over the George Washington Memorial Parkway.  The multi-use trail is graded to accessible standards and facilitates incredible views 
to the Potomac River, the Three Sisters Islands, and the Key Bridge. The Waterfront design frames a stream outlet area where the water can be 
accessed and enjoyed in a variety of ways. It also connects to the Potomac Heritage Trail, making a bicycle accessible loop into Rosslyn.  It has both 
large vistas and intimate views. The waterfront design stands in contrast to Georgetown’s Waterfront Park, puncturing, but otherwise embracing a 
natural river edge.  The planting design includes sycamores, river birches and river grasses; the Cove acts as a living lab for the Potomac River’s 
ecology and health. 
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