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About the Technical Resource
Residents envision Arlington County as a “diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive residential and commercial
neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in which each person is important.” Local citizens,
the County Board, and County staff work in constant partnership to implement and achieve the Vision. Yet while the Vision summarizes our goals as a
community, it is the Comprehensive Plan that charts the path ahead and outlines the specific tasks and actions that can steer us toward that future.
Because a community is made up of many parts (ranging from roads and sewers to parks and buildings), Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan is
divided into 11 distinct “elements,” including Land Use, Transportation, Historic Preservation, Affordable Housing, Public Spaces, Community Energy,
Water Distribution, Chesapeake Bay Preservation, Stormwater, Recycling, and the Sanitary Sewer System. Each element recommends policies to
enhance and maximize that particular component of our community, particularly as it relates to achieving our Vision. While most elements serve as
standalone documents, some broader concepts like Transportation and Public Spaces rely on “subelements” to establish issue-specific policies on such
areas as Parking and Curb Space Management or Public Art. Collectively, these elements and subelements inform the work of Arlington County
Government, establishing the policies and expectations that shape day-to-day planning, development, and public services.
This document provides a summary of the Comprehensive Plan Elements and Subelements, and lists the specific goals, objectives, and
recommendations that have been adopted for each. Appendix A compiles the various goals, objectives, and recommendations into a single listing to
help illustrate current strategies toward achieving our Vision.
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Comprehensive Plan Elements Goals, Objectives, and Policies
General Land Use Plan
Adopted: August 12, 1961
Purpose and Structure of the General Land Use Plan
The purpose of the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) is to serve as “the primary policy guide for the future development of the County. The plan establishes the
overall character, extent and location of various land uses and serves as a guide to communicate the policy of the County Board to citizens, the business
community, developers and others involved in the development of Arlington County. In addition, the General Land Use Plan serves as a guide to the County
Board in its decisions concerning future development.”
The GLUP booklet consists of the Purpose and Scope of the GLUP, Arlington’s Origins and Governmental Framework, Planning History and the Development
of the GLUP, Development and Growth Goals, Affordable Housing, Special Planning Areas, Special Planning Resolutions and Policies, Special Planning
Programs, Implementation, Reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and Amending the GLUP, Related Publications and Documents, two appendices and the GLUP
Map.
The GLUP booklet establishes the purpose and scope of the GLUP and outlines its goals and overarching policy.
• Goals provide broad direction of where the County wants to go.
• Strategies focus that guidance into specific actions.
• Policies are the formal statements of action needed to achieve the strategies.
GLUP Goals, Objectives and Policies:
Goals
1. Concentrate high-density residential, commercial and office
development within designated Metro Station Areas in the
Rosslyn-Ballston and Jefferson Davis Metrorail Transit Corridors.
2. Promote mixed-use development in Metro Station Areas to
provide a balance of residential, shopping and employment
opportunities.
3. Increase the supply of housing by encouraging construction
of a variety of housing types and prices at a range of heights and
densities in and near Metro Station Areas.
4. Preserve and enhance existing single-family and apartment
neighborhoods.

Objectives
This policy encourages the use of public transit and reduces the use of motor vehicles.
The intent of this policy is to achieve continuous use and activity in these areas.
The Plan allows a significant number of townhouses, mid-rise and high-rise dwelling
units within designated Metro Station Areas.
Within Metro Station Areas, land use densities are concentrated near the Metro
Station, tapering down to surrounding residential areas to limit the impacts of highdensity development. Throughout the County, the Neighborhood Conservation
Program and other community improvement programs help preserve and enhance
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5. Preserve and enhance neighborhood retail areas.

older residential areas and help provide housing at a range of price levels and
densities.
The County encourages the preservation and revitalization of neighborhood retail
areas that serve everyday shopping and service needs and are consistent with
adopted County plans. The Commercial Revitalization Program concentrates public
capital improvements and County services in these areas to stimulate private
reinvestment.

Adopted Policies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“The Arlington County Board has endorsed a land use policy that concentrates high-density development within the Metrorail Transit Corridors and
preserves lower-density residential areas throughout the County.”
“The County’s vision of being a diverse and inclusive community underlies its commitment to providing affordable housing opportunities for its
residents.”
“Resolution of Concerns Regarding Building Heights Related to the National Mall Axis”
“Resolution on Neighborhood Consolidations for Sale to Developers”
“Policy for Grocery Stores”
“Open Space Policy”
“Resolution Governing Building Heights in Rosslyn”
“Resolution on Urban Design Principles for Rosslyn Central Place”
“Policy Regarding Consideration of General Land Use Plan Amendments Unanticipated by Previous Planning Efforts”
“Historic Resources Inventory (HRI): Phase 1 – List of Goals and Policy Objectives”
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Public Spaces Master Plan
Adopted: December 2005
Purpose and Structure of the Public Spaces Master Plan
The Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) replaces the 1994 Open Space Master Plan and identifies existing and emerging public space needs in Arlington County
(pg. 7). The PSMP recognizes that public space plays a vital role both in enhancing quality of life and in fostering the social and recreational activities that make
Arlington a diverse, inclusive, and world-class community. Responding to evolving demographics, recreation needs, and financing realities, the PSMP identifies
new policies, partnerships, efficiencies, and capital investments that can better align the already-strong network of public spaces with community needs and
expectations.
The PSMP introduces six key policy objectives, each of which is supported by an array of implementation recommendations. Out of the total thirty-two
implementation recommendations, five are identified as key directions for the public space system, and are intended to shape County policy over the life of the
PSMP. Those primary recommendations are: to fully implement the North Tract Master Plan; to develop a land acquisition policy; to focus on public space as a
key aspect of the current planning efforts for the Four Mile Run restoration planning; to inventory the County’s natural resources and create a natural resource
policy and management plan; and to maximize the partnership with Arlington Public Schools (APS) (pg. 9). These five recommendations are called out with an
asterisk* in the table below.
The PSMP is structured into five chapters, with eleven technical appendices. Chapter 1 sets the context for Arlington public spaces, Chapter 2 details
community demographics and recreation trends, Chapter Three overviews existing and planned public spaces, Chapter 4 describes the regulatory environment,
and Chapter 5 offers system-wide recommendations.
Public Spaces Master Plan Objectives and Recommendations:
Objective
Recommendation
1. Balance
1.1. Build North Tract* (pg. 41)
Acquisition
Complete the design and implementation of Phase I of the North Tract Park Master Plan, which includes two
and
lighted synthetic turf fields, multi-purpose center with aquatics and initial fitness components, central public
Development
space and open lawn area, support spaces, surface parking and relocation of Old Jefferson Davis Highway.
of Public
Explore opportunities to fund and construct the remaining master plan components, which include additional
Spaces
fitness space, multiactivity center (MAC), racquet courts, indoor track, two additional synthetic turf fields,
access to Roaches Run and railroad overlook, display garden and future opportunity area, multi-purpose and
walking trails, structured parking, and
support spaces.
Forge creative partnerships with private entities, non-profit organizations
and other public agencies to complement direct county investments and promote compatible, high-quality
redevelopment of adjacent publicly and privately owned sites.
1.2. Develop a Land Acquisition Policy* (pg. 42)
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Develop land acquisition goals and give the maximum flexibility to acquire lands that are consistent with those
goals. The policy should provide mechanisms that allow proactive practices in securing property, including
purchasing options on high priority sites, paying for the first right of refusal, and the use of eminent domain
when necessary to secure
properties viewed as critical for protection or for public space development.
Address the need for natural resource park land that protects sensitive environmental areas and important view
sheds. Conservation easements with the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust or other collaborations are an
option for protecting these types of resources.
Develop guidelines to foster additional agreements and partnerships with non-profit, regional, state and federal
organizations to increase access to open space.
Address the impact of new residential and commercial development on the delivery of public space amenities,
the potential loss of open space, and increases in demand for recreation. This might include such approaches as
fee simple land dedication, privately held land with public access easements, or financial contributions.
Determine how transfer of development rights can be used as a tool to consolidate future public open space.
Evaluate potential surplus properties and determine if they should be disposed of or incorporated into the
County’s open space system.
Coordinate the disposition of surplus properties between the County and public schools.
Address the need to expand green spaces in the urban corridors in order to provide parks large enough to
accommodate active recreation. Look for opportunities to make better use of existing public sites, such as the
Wilson School/Rosslyn Highlands Park/Fire Station #10 Site.
1.3. Emphasize Planning and Improvement of Four Mile Run* (pg. 43)
Complete the Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan in collaboration
with the city of Alexandria, the Northern Virginia Regional Commission, the US Environmental Protection
Agency and US Army Corps of Engineers. Develop priorities to implement the guiding project principles – flood
protection, environment, aesthetics and design, recreation and urban life,
integration and balance, access and connectivity, and education and
interaction. Begin implementation.
Develop the long-term land use plan for the Shirlington Crescent/Four Mile Run area. As part of the plan, and in
concert with existing plans to develop Shirlington as a major cultural and arts district, identify opportunities for
expansion of public spaces, including both natural areas and arts and cultural facilities.
In concert with the long-term overall plan, develop a master plan for the park land and visual and performing
arts facilities between I-395 and Barcroft Park, including the existing Shirlington and Jennie Dean Parks and the
five key, recently acquired parcels. The master plan should emphasize
the development of the area as an important recreational, cultural and environmental resource.
Continue to acquire ownership or easements for land adjacent to both sides of Four Mile Run.
1.4. Focus on Planning for the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor* (pg. 44)
Develop a master plan for the five “Central Wilson” Parks (Mosaic, Maury, Gumball, Oakland and Herselle
Milliken)
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Continue to achieve major open space through fee simple acquisition or public access easements on privately
owned land, with a focus on the civic plaza at Courthouse, public plaza at Rosslyn Central Place and expanding
the park in the block surrounding Maury Park.
Secure adequate and well-designed corridors for the enjoyment of all who travel through these areas
Integrate the planning for public paces with the sector plans, ensuring
that all development within the corridor helps works towards the vision of the Public Spaces Master Plan
Evaluate all site plans with the goal of creating additional opportunities for urban public spaces
1.5. Develop a “Clustering Philosophy” (pg. 45)
Determine the service areas for each cluster. Review current service levels and determine areas that are underserved and well served.
Based on service level, determine where to reduce duplication of services
without reducing the overall quality of service provided to the community.
Identify where new replacement or additional components will be constructed and include them in the Capital
Improvement Plan.
1.6. Complete a Detailed Analysis of Indoor Recreation and Nature Centers (pg. 46)
Invest in a detailed inventory of its indoor recreation and nature centers and usage/feasibility analysis to
determine what the right mix and size of spaces should be and determine solutions, including increasing the
size, combining offerings and programs, and/or closing or re-purposing of some
centers, using the clustering philosophy as described above. As part of this effort, the County should assess the
need for historic interpretation and environmental education.
Include an analysis of “alternative providers” to help determine whether any of the needs are currently being
met or could be met by private, public or non-profit facilities or joint use facilities.
1.7. Optimize Creative Use of Spaces (pg. 46)
Utilize new technologies in synthetic turf and dark sky lighting to obtain maximum use and availability of multipurpose turf fields and ball fields.
Limit, where appropriate, the creation of specific-use facilities that may sit idle during non-programmed times.
Consider creating additional usable public space by creating space over roadways such as I-66, underground
parking garages and the rooftops of buildings.
1.8. Ensure River Access (pg. 46)
Develop a boathouse facility, to be located between Theodore Roosevelt Island/Little River and Francis Scott
Key Memorial Bridge, to be owned and operated by a nonprofit organization or rowing consortium as
recommended by the Water-Based Recreational Facility Task Force and adopted by the County Board in May
1996.
Coordinate connectivity, creating trail extensions, multi-use trails, bridges and parking as appropriate to allow
for human access and wildlife corridor connectivity.
Collaborate with the National Park Service to develop a master plan for the Roaches Run and Gravelly Point.
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2. Preserve
and Enhance
the
Environment

Collaborate with the National Park Service to maintain and improve existing trail access along the Donaldson
Run, Pimmit Run, Gulf Branch, and Windy Run streams, including improved maintenance, erosion control,
control of invasive species, signage and trail markers.
1.9. Provide Increased Access to “Comfort” Facilities (pg. 47)
Retrofit existing restrooms so that the community can use them year round.
Install additional drinking fountains near facilities and trails.
2.1. Create A Natural Resource Policy and Management Plan* (pg. 44)
Bring together various plans, practices, programs and options that identify and protect the County’s natural
resources.
Develop a classification system of the various types of natural resources. Clarify and define the lines of
authority and responsibility for management of the resources among county, regional and federal agencies.
Create an additional layer for the County’s Geographic Information System to identify and characterize
significant natural resource management
areas and habitats.
2.2. Enhance Tree Canopies and Natural Buffers (pg. 47)
Plant native species wherever appropriate.
Coordinate professional and volunteer efforts to control invasive plants and monitor the success of these
efforts.
Make use of available planting spaces on public lands, including school grounds.
Promote the planting and maintenance of canopy trees on public and private land.
2.3. Preserve and Enhance Existing Natural Areas (pg. 47)
Provide sensitively-designed trails to provide access for the public to enjoy.
Add interpretive signs explaining historical or environmental aspects of an area.
Monitor stream valleys on a regular basis to identify needs for improvements to riparian habitats and the
stabilization of stream banks.
Develop a County-wide strategy to restore the streams and protect them from erosion.
Enhance environmental education through opportunities for increased
utilization of the nature centers by Arlington Public Schools.
Consider the possibility of daylighting, or removing artificial cover from, County streams in public spaces that
are currently part of the underground stormwater system.
2.4. Pursue the Use of Easements to Protect Natural Areas and Heritage Resources (pg. 48)
Promote the use of easements for any purpose allowed by the Code of
Virginia, such as the preservation of open space, heritage resources, scenic vistas, environmentally sensitive
resources, and parks and recreation uses.
Encourage easements to enhance buffering and screening between uses, such as between a developed area and
a park or historic site.
Protect public park land and lands already under easement by encouraging
easements on adjoining properties.
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Support easements to help preserve small areas of open space in already developed areas to shape the
character of the community; to protect trees and other environmental resources; to provide visual relief; to
preserve wildlife habitat; to provide buffering and screening; to establish community gardens; and to otherwise
ensure that suburban and urban neighborhoods may retain open space.
Prefer perpetual easements as the norm, only accepting a less-than perpetual easement if it is necessary to
ensure the protection of a threatened resource.
Back easements where appropriate to establish or connect trails or to
protect the view sheds of trails and public roads.
Endorse easements as appropriate to preserve woodlands, monarch or
notable trees, and/or rare or otherwise significant stands of trees, as identified by the County Urban Forester.
Favor the use of easements for the linking of natural areas and parks, the preservation of wildlife corridors,
Resource Protection Areas, and other environmentally sensitive areas such as land associated with the Potomac
River and its tributary streams.
Urge easements to preserve open space in already developed areas in order to provide natural areas, protect
environmentally sensitive resources and preserve wildlife habitat in an urban or suburban context.
Preserve heritage resources by the use of easements. Encourage property
owners to place easements on their properties, working with the County, a local non-profit land trust and/or a
state or national entity authorized to hold easements for the purpose of heritage resource preservation.
Work with the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust to develop an inventory of privately owned spaces that
should be acquired or protected
with conservation easements.
2.5. Manage Natural Areas to Maintain Diverse Habitats (pg. 48)
The County should gradually convert its planting of annuals to native and proven non-native perennial trees,
shrubs and flowers, thereby reducing maintenance and watering needs.
Set a goal of devoting fifty percent of nursery space to perennials within five years and implement sustainable
landscaping practices throughout the County.
2.6. Continue to Move Toward More “Green” Practices (pg. 49)
Decrease the use of impervious surfaces where possible while maintaining accessibility where desired.
Narrow street corridors when feasible.
Decrease the dependence on herbicides and pesticides.
Increase the number of meadow type habitats.
Increase the educational opportunities for private property owners.
Increase interpretation resources.
Provide ongoing resources to control invasive species.
Continue to monitor the “Green Industry” for best practices.
2.7. Develop and Implement a Green Infrastructure Plan (pg. 49)
Embrace green infrastructure as the framework for conservation.
Finance the protection and management of green infrastructure as a primary public investment.
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3. Improve
Access and
Usability

Design, plan and map a green infrastructure system that functions across multiple landscapes and scales and is
grounded in scientific and land planning theories and practices.
Provide hubs and corridors both within the County and with linkages to the green infrastructure system in
surrounding jurisdictions.
Engage the public in defining a green infrastructure plan that stimulates action by people with diverse
backgrounds and interests.
3.1. Make Public Spaces Usable for People of All Abilities (pg. 49)
Renovation projects should continue to incorporate the requirements and guidelines of the US Access Board on
Recreational Facilities. The benchmark for Arlington in renovation projects and new construction
should go beyond ADA compliance to state-of-the-art model projects commensurate with the County’s worldclass community planning and development.
Create places for all children to play together with siblings, friends and peers.
Support the right leisure time experience for all.
Consideration should be given to developing the County’s first-ever universal design/accessible playground to
create a fun place for children and adults of all ages and abilities to recreate in a setting that is accessible to the
greatest number of people. Integrate a variety of play experiences and challenges where persons of all ages
with physical, sensory or developmental disabilities can interact and socialize with able-bodied individuals.
3.2. Update and Implement Trail Systems Management (pg. 50)
The County needs to update the GIS system, to include details on length of trails, trail surfaces, connections
and accessible locations. The database should include on-street bicycle lanes and key segments of sidewalks as
well as off-road trails. This information resource will make future decisions
on trail location, land acquisitions, and easements more equitable and
easier to justify and manage.
Improve access and safety of the Arlington portion of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad Regional
Park in partnership with the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority. This should include improvements to
the trail crossing and amenities at Lee Highway and trail head improvements at the Shirlington Road trail
terminus.
Identify the opportunities to make better linkages to the existing trail
network, including natural resource and multi-use trails. This effort should be coordinated with the Bicycle
Transportation Plan.
3.3. Ensure Good Transportation Access (pg. 50)
Locate facilities with a county-wide draw near transit stops and other
forms of multi-modal transportation whenever possible.
Include transportation planning and access planning for all renovated or new facilities. In addition, the plans
should provide an emphasis on walkability, alternative access modes (friendly to bicyclists, skateboards,
in-line skating, etc.), and maintaining accessibility for all.
4.1. Develop a Major Arts and Cultural Center (pg. 51)
Two theatres
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4. Enhance
Arts, Culture
and History

5. Develop
and Enhance
Partnerships

At a
Dedicated space for the Visual Arts
Courthouse Core programs focused on serving the Arlington Arts Organizations
facility:
Space to support arts education activities
Flexibility to accommodate a wide variety of ancillary uses
4.2. Focus on Arts, Cultural and Historic Elements (pg. 51)
More cultural, historical and arts interpretive signs along walking, hiking and biking trails should be included.
New trails should be evaluated to see if they are appropriate for development around cultural, historical and
arts themes.
Incorporating public art concepts as outlined in the Public Art Master Plan.
Incorporating small exhibition spaces in all recreation and community
centers.
Increased recognition of Arlington County’s cultural diversity, historical
heritage, and richness should be designed into recreational facilities and public space areas.
When land is being considered for acquisition, County planners should work with historic preservationists early
in the process to ensure that historical aspects of the acquisition are identified and that any development of
the site respects identified elements.
County departments should proactively integrate planning for projects with the goals outlined in this plan, the
Public Art Master Plan and the forthcoming Historic Preservation Master Plan.
5.1. Maximize the Partnership with Arlington Public Schools* (pg. 44)
Review all existing formal and informal agreements and MOU’s and update as necessary. Create evaluation and
enforcement guidelines for both agencies.
Review the current policy of the County Board and School Board on joint use (which includes joint development
and use of facilities) and update as necessary
Explore creating an Inter-Agency Coordination Board.
Clarify County priorities for requests for use of school facilities.
5.2. Create and Implement a Partnership Policy (pg. 51)
Develop a policy that provides an outline of what types of partnerships are appropriate for the County, the
approval and procurement procedures, steps for partnering, monitoring and evaluation criteria, risk
management and exit strategies if for some reason a partnership does not go as planned.
Identify a system for tracking and identifying all current and potential partners. A “Sample Partnership Policy”
has been provided as part of this planning process.
5.3. Create a Partnership Plan with Managers of Federal Lands (pg. 52)
Initiate relationships with the NPS to create potential partnerships and a plan for development of access and
use as feasible for this important riverfront corridor and other federally-owned lands within the County.
5.4. Review and Update all other Agreements (pg. 52)
Agreements should be updated and formalized into writing in accordance
with the partnership policy (discussed in 5.1), with an ongoing list kept in a centralized location to help
minimize duplications and maximize standardized offerings.
Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan
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6. Manage
Assets
Effectively

6.1. Evaluate Controls and Methods for Pricing and Cost Recovery (pg. 52)
Create and implement a clear pricing and cost recovery policy, an easily articulated philosophy, and approved
pricing formulas.
Re-evaluate and clarify the use and expectations of the supplemental
fees budget relative to other program areas.
Evaluate other potential forms of revenue, including alternative funding, concessions and contracting, impact
fees, land dedication requirements, advertising, etc.
6.2. Create a Life Cycle Costing Assessment (pg. 52)
Collect and review current capital project data and recent CIP’s to
determine trends in replacing or renovating facilities.
Review current plans being developed on sports fields to determine
lifecycle on turf replacement for both natural and synthetic turf surfaces.
Review historic data on replacement of facilities and components.
Conduct field audits to develop a condition inventory of all facilities.
Review all proposed park plans and determine if on-going capital projects
include major replacements or renovations to gather cost estimates for current projects.
Establish lifecycle replacement standards and projected costs.
6.3. Create a Technology Investment Plan (pg. 53)
6.4. Create Alternative Funding Policies and Resources (pg. 54)
Create a strategic plan for alternative funding procurement.
Centralize the authority for procurement of all sponsorships and grant
applications into this function.
Centralize the inventory, authority for, and location of all partnership and sponsorship agreements.
Create a sponsorship policy that outlines acceptable sponsorship activities, levels, authorities, and approvals.
Create centralized processes for grant writing, funding procurement,
servicing of partners and sponsors, reporting, evaluation and performance
measurement.
6.5. Create Facility Design Standards Guidelines (pg. 54)
Determine the full scope of information to be covered in the guidelines.
Initiate the development of design standards.
6.6. Update and Manage all Policies, Guidelines and Maintenance Standards (pg. 54)
Review and inventory the various policy and guideline documents that are in place or have been previously
developed.
Create a list of the necessary management documents under the County’s purview.
Develop maintenance standards and staffing levels.
Evaluate the current maintenance data base system and determine how to evaluate true costs and resources
needs.
Allocate resources to update or create needed policy and guideline
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documents.
Implement the updated standards and maintenance management practices.
6.7. Implement a 5-Year Master Planning Schedule (pg. 54)
Schedule the update to the next 2010 Public Spaces Master Plan by allocating resources to begin the update
starting in 2008. The update should include an update to the parks and Recreation Resident Survey and Youth
Survey.
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Natural Resource Management Plan
Adopted: November 2010
Purpose and Structure of the Natural Resources Management Plan
“The purpose of the Natural Resources Management Plan (NRMP) is to provide Arlington County staff and residents with the knowledge, methods and tools
necessary to assume the role of a world-class steward of the local environment. The primary goal of the Plan is to bring together the various elements of field
research, current practice, existing plans and policies, and best management practices to create an achievable set of actionable recommendations relating to
the protection of those natural resources under the control of County government” (pg. 4). Utilizing data from the Natural Heritage Resources Inventory, and
completed as an outstanding component of the 2005 Public Spaces Master Plan, the NRMP “emphasizes the importance of managing natural resources as a
unified system rather than as a set of unrelated natural features”.
The NRMP offers “19 primary recommendations, with additional suggestions offered” throughout the document.
Recommendations are categorized into three levels, with Priority 1 representing the greatest need for implementation. There are five Priority 1
recommendations, nine Priority 2 recommendations, and five Priority 3 recommendations.
Natural Resources Management Recommendations:
PRIORITY
RECOMMENDATION
LEVEL
1
Adopt a general policy goal of “Zero-Loss” of County-owned natural lands.
1

Establish a new administrative category of County-owned open space known as Natural Resource Conservation Areas (NRCAs).

1

Develop a new GIS-based environmental review process to protect significant individual natural resources on Arlington County-owned
open space from ongoing maintenance activities, redevelopment or new construction on County-owned properties or private properties
within 100’ of a designated natural resource feature. Revise current Administrative Regulation 4.4 (Environmental Assessment Process)
to incorporate the use of this GIS layer into the review process for all County-initiated land-disturbing activities. Explore expansion of
current County review processes to help ensure that land-disturbing activities on private property would not adversely impact
documented natural resources on property owned and/or managed by Arlington County Government, Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority, Arlington Public Schools, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, or any other land trust.
County planning agencies should consult this layer at the beginning of each park Master Planning process.

1

1

Effectively manage Arlington’s natural resources by establishing a single management unit with specialized skills in natural lands
preservation and natural resources management.
Implementation should be accomplished as quickly as fiscally possible in order to maintain momentum in the County
government’s expressed desire to serve as a responsible steward of the local environment.
Develop an individual natural resources management plan for each County-owned park designated as a Natural Resource Conservation
Area, or containing NRCAs.
Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan
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PRIORITY
RECOMMENDATION
LEVEL
Actively pursue opportunities to identify and preserve additional open space through conservation easements, voluntary dedications,
partnerships and fee simple acquisition. Potential acquisitions with natural lands or significant natural resources present should be the
highest priority. Parcels offering additional protection to surface streams or serving as green corridors between natural areas should also
be considered for their environmental benefit. Citizens should be educated about opportunities for voluntary participation in these
2
programs.
It is suggested that a new plan consider and discuss the alternatives or options available to minimize future increases in
impervious surface within the County, and the efficacy and opportunity for the “daylighting” of previously buried streams.
2
2

2

2
2

Update and submit to the County Board for approval a revised edition of the Resource Protection Area (RPA) Map and GIS Layer.
Develop a strategy for the protection and preservation of seeps, springs and first-order streams found on Arlington County-owned
parkland or open space.
Long-term strategy should include active management of smaller headwater streams that feed from springs and other
underground water sources.
A number of small streams should be cut off from the stormwater system.
Toxicodendron vernix should be removed from the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance list of “noxious vegetation” to
reflect its true ecological status.
Develop a clear objective-based methodology and process for the management of streams, artificial wetlands and ponds located on
Arlington County-owned open space.
A management strategy for artificial wetlands should include the elements of water quality, stormwater management, wildlife
habitat and invasive plant management.
A set of agreements, guidelines or workflow processes should be established to delineate geographic and programmatic
responsibilities between various County departments in relation to water resources. Support roles, areas for cooperation and
team objectives should be identified.
Sanitary upgrades should be accomplished whenever possible “in situ” with new technology already tested in Arlington.
In all cases of infrastructure repair or replacement, current best management practices should be employed to ensure the
smallest construction footprint.
The departments of the County should look for future opportunities where natural recharge of rainwater can occur without
undue burden. Arlington Public School sites, public open space properties and larger commercial developments should all be
considered.
Amend Chapter VI of the Urban Forest Master Plan to reflect policy changes in forest
management practices for natural lands.
Within Natural Resource Conservation Areas restrict, to the maximum extent practicable, all vegetation plantings to those included in
objective-based restoration plans reviewed or developed by the Natural Resources Management Unit.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

15

PRIORITY
RECOMMENDATION
LEVEL
Planting within the most sensitive natural areas should be a carefully planned process. Only native, local-ecotype specimens
should be used. They should be carefully matched to the appropriate location based on species, aspect, moisture regime,
sunlight requirements and soil type.
County departments should resist the desire to quickly restore natural areas after the removal of invasive plants.
Develop a new long-term, objective-based invasive plant removal strategy combining volunteers, County staff and contractual services in
order to maximize efforts and environmental benefit to Arlington’s natural resources. Seek Capital Improvement Project (CIP) funding to
support large-scale invasive plant removal and natural land restoration and preservation efforts.
Elements of a new strategy should include a measured balance between aggressive treatment, maintenance and prevention.
Staff should establish a new set of criteria for the selection and prioritization of work sites on County-owned parkland
2
through the review of newly completed GIS natural resource inventory layers. Highest on the priority list should be highvalue parks or parcels identified as the most ecologically important, sensitive or at-risk from invasive plant infestation.
Staff should set realistic goals regarding acreage to be cleared each year; it is better to clear 18 acres at 100% clearance than
36 acres at 50%.
Volunteer efforts should continue.
Initiate the formation of a local inter-jurisdictional Natural Resources Working Group for the purpose of strengthening existing
2
partnerships and developing new cooperative working relationships.
Arlington County staff should seek and embrace opportunities to educate residents and landowners of the importance of environmental
sustainability, natural resource protection and habitat enhancement on private properties.
Natural history information, collected through the Natural Heritage Resource Inventory, such as the Flora of Arlington
County and the Wildlife of Arlington, should be placed on the Arlington County web site when completed.
2
Both the web site and The Citizen newsletter should be utilized to promote wise land use practices on private property and to
discourage damaging behaviors or actions.
Volunteer groups, such as Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment (ACE), Tree Stewards, Arlington Regional Master Naturalists
(ARMN), Master Gardeners, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust (NVCT) and others should be solicited for both support of
public educational efforts and recruitment for volunteer projects.
Promote the use of native plant species in County-sponsored plantings and enhance the ability to procure local ecotype plant stock.

3

3

The use of native plants for restoration and recovery of natural lands should be established as a general practice.
Pro-actively seek commercial vendors willing to provide pure native species.
Periodically review County-sanctioned planting lists, guides and contracts to ensure that native plant promotion goals are
being met.
Research the availability of local ecotype plant stock for purchase and use.
Consider the development of a native plant micro-nursery on County-managed property in order to propagate desired species
not obtainable from other sources.
Clarify the roles and responsibilities of County departments in relation to invasive plant control efforts to identify leadership and foster
cooperation.
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PRIORITY
RECOMMENDATION
LEVEL
All activities relating to invasive plant control should be filtered through a single point of contact for approval and
coordination, and a mini-summit of potential partners should be convened to develop a work-flow structure that provides
consistent and effective communication, supports the overall goals of the program, allows partners to fully participate and
allows for the documentation and measurement of program success.
Include an invasive plant monitoring and maintenance component in the design of all future stream restoration projects (DES), new trail
3
side “no-mow and grow” zones (PRCR) and riparian buffer restoration and plantings (DES/PRCR).
Inventory and prepare an analysis of existing riparian zones on County-managed open space in order to assess the feasibility of
reestablishing natural vegetation along stream corridors in the future.
The inventory and assessment should provide, in measurable terms, the feasibility of restoring natural buffer strips in areas
3
that are currently degraded by invasive plants or exist as a mowed lawn feature into natural meadows or early successional
forest. The completed study should be provided to the Parks and Natural Resources Division Chief for review, consideration
and possible action.
Establish a Natural Resources Advisory Group to enable Board-appointed advisory commissions to advise more effectively on natural
3
resource issues.
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Public Art Master Plan
Adopted December 11, 2004
Plan Purpose
This plan is a sub-element of the Public Spaces Master Plan. According to the document itself, “Public Art • Public Places, is Arlington’s first public art master plan. It
enriches the vision of the public art policy and establishes a strategy for selecting the art projects that will be commissioned. It details the priorities, areas and themes that should be
considered as public art projects are developed, as well as a list of potential projects for the next five years.” (p. 4)
Plan Elements
The plan includes an executive summary, what is the Public Art Master Plan, civic placemaking in Arlington, public art project types/partners/resources,
priorities for public art in Arlington, priority areas and projects and program management. The appendix includes a program overview, the Arlington County
Public Art Policy, the processes for creating County-initiated public art projects, building cooperative partnerships to complete projects, special considerations
for WalkArlington projects, artist selections processes/design competitions and projects.
Plan Vision
“Public art is one of the tools the County uses to promote design excellence—with the vision of creating a stronger sense of civic identity in Arlington, and
stronger, more meaningful connections between people and places that are important to community and civic life. More specifically, that means:
• creating an appealing, memorable, and meaningful community by integrating art into the design of a wide range of public places and County facilities;
• celebrating Arlington’s heritage, community, creativity, and civic pride by stimulating collaboration and understanding between artists and Arlington’s
diverse communities;
• cultivating a socially and environmentally responsive community by imbuing public places with a sense of caring, commonality, and sustainability;
• enhancing Arlington’s image locally, regionally, and nationally by emphasizing excellence in the design of public facilities, including the creation of the
highest quality public art.” (p. 18)
Public Art Opportunities/Objectives, Themes, Principles, Strategies, Goals
Opportunities/Objectives
Integrating art with the architectural, landscape and infrastructure design of capital projects, allowing for creative collaborations and strong aesthetic
outcomes. This means working closely with project managers and design team partners. (p. 5)
Coordinating with County planning initiatives. This means working cooperatively with various County departments, commissions and residents to cultivate
strong working partnerships. Public art staff should be involved in the CIP (Capital Improvement Program), process, so that projects can be identified at the
earliest stages. (p. 5)
Encouraging excellence in the design of public buildings, parks, streets and infrastructure. This means recognizing that public art — along with high-quality
architecture, landscape architecture, urban design, graphic design and historic preservation — is an important tool the County can use to accomplish design
excellence. (p. 5)
Focusing limited staff and financial resources on projects with the strongest placemaking impact. This means being selective: places where people gather —
downtowns and neighborhood centers, parks and trails, bus stops, and Metro entrances – are priority locations for public art. (p. 5)
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Themes
The plan also suggests three themes for projects that will be particularly resonant with Arlington’s sense of place. Federal Arlington examines how the
history, culture, and economy of Arlington are intertwined with that of Washington, D.C. Historic Arlington examines the layers of settlement and
development that have shaped the County. Global Arlington explores the widening web of relationships between Arlington's diverse communities, its
businesses, its government institutions, and the rest of the world. (p. 6)
Principles
Public art projects should be in prominent locations, places that are visually accessible to the public, and places where public life occurs. (p. 18)
Public art projects should relate to the nature of the facilities or the places where they are located, as well as to the identity of the County as a whole. (p.
18)
Public art should engage aspects of Arlington’s landscape, Urban form, history, and culture that make the county distinct. (p. 19)
Public art projects should be integrated, to the extent possible, Into architectural, landscape, and infrastructure design. (p. 19)
Artists should be engaged not only to create art projects, but also to infuse various county design and planning processes with creative energy. (p. 19)
Strategies
DIRECT RESOURCES TO COUNTY-INITIATED PROJECTS. As the County has strengthened its commitment to providing leadership in design excellence, and
as the volume of public construction in the County has accelerated, there have been an increasing number of requests for professional assistance from
Public Art Program staff. Over the next few years, the highest priority for the Public Art Program staff should be to support County-initiated projects. (p.
38)
SET PRIORITIES FOR SUPPORTING COUNTY-INITIATED ART PROJECTS. Since the County does not have the staff or financial resources to incorporate art
projects into every facility, Public Art Program staff should match their level of involvement in a capital project to the likelihood that it will advance the
County’s vision for public art. This chapter establishes a set of priorities that can be used to evaluate opportunities and decide which projects to pursue. (p.
38)
LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE ART PROJECTS THROUGH INVOLVEMENT IN COUNTY PLANNING INITIATIVES. Public Art Program staff should
collaborate with planners and consultants working on County planning initiatives to coordinate recommendations and resources. These initiatives include
sector, area, and neighborhood conservation plans; park master plans; the Historic Preservation Master Plan, and the Master Transportation Plan, among
others. Public art recommendations in other County plans should reflect the priorities of the Public Art Master Plan, and those plans should help identify
public and private resources for funding art projects. (p. 39)
WORK STRATEGICALLY WITH COUNTY DEPARTMENTS. When working on County-initiated plans and capital projects, Public Art Program staff should
focus on developing long-term relationships with planners and capital project managers, expanding resources for funding art projects, refining procedures
for involving artists on design teams, refining processes for involving community stakeholders in artist selection and project review, and developing
procedures and practices for maintaining art projects. (p. 39)
ORGANIZE SPECIAL PROJECTS. Public Art Program staff should reserve time and financial resources for special projects that are not directly related to
specific County capital projects or private development. Examples might include temporary commissions in priority areas like the R–B Corridor, Four Mile
Run, or Columbia Pike, or artist residencies in departments that want to develop ideas for public art projects through a longer-term, collaborative process.
Special initiative projects should generally meet the same criteria for priority and location that are applied to the selection of other art projects. (p. 39)
MAINTAIN OVERSIGHT OF SITE PLAN-INITIATED ART PROJECTS. Public Art Program staff and the Public Art Committee should review site plan-initiated
art projects at key stages to ensure they further the goals of placemaking and artistic excellence set out in this plan and in the County’s Public Art Policy.
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The County’s guidelines for site plan-initiated projects should clearly identify these stages and the process for review at each stage. Private developers
should manage the day-to-day aspects of their art projects, preferably through the services of professional art consultants. (p. 39)
PROVIDE GUIDANCE TO COMMUNITY-INITIATED PUBLIC ART PROJECTS. Public Art Program staff should provide guidance, as resources permit, to
communities that seek to develop public art projects. Communities should be encouraged to: work through a recognized planning process (such as a
Neighborhood Conservation Plan); seek funding from sources such as Neighborhood Conservation Funds, Park Enhancement Grants, or Business
Improvement District funds; and establish linkages with other programs in Arlington Cultural Affairs, such as the oral history projects and grants to artists
administered by the Cultural Development unit. CIP Public Art Funds cannot be used to support community-initiated art projects. An example of a
community-initiated art project is the Halls Hill High View Park gateway project. (p. 39)
PURSUE A RANGE OF PROJECTS. The County should develop a range of approaches to commissioning public art— traditional site specific projects, design
team and integrated art projects, artist residencies, and temporary projects. The County should also develop public art projects in a range of genres: from
sculptures and murals to new media approaches; from site specific projects to integrated architecture and landscape approaches; from folk and traditional
arts to historic preservation and interpretation. (p. 39)
Goals
The most important goal for the County's Public Art Program, however, should be to ensure that every art project achieves the highest level of artistic
excellence and has significant public impact. (p. 41)
Criteria for Evaluating Public Art Opportunities
A project should be located in a place of high visibility, broad public access, and multiple uses and activities. (p. 41)
A project should be located in a place where significant public and/or private investment is taking place in a manner that is consistent with County
Development plans. (p. 41)
A project should have willing partners and adequate funding. (p. 41)
A project that suggests a relationship to one of the civic identity themes discussed elsewhere in this plan should be accorded higher priority than a project
that does not. (p. 41)
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Urban Forest Master Plan
Updated July 2004
Plan Vision
Arlington County will strive to have a sustainable urban forest that contributes to the livability of our urban community. Our trees are recognized as part of our green
infrastructure that provides economic and environmental benefits. The current trend of tree canopy loss will be slowed and efforts made to reverse this trend through
best practices in tree planting, preservation, and maintenance while fostering a sense of stewardship among residents.
Plan Purpose
Arlington’s Urban Forest Master Plan was initiated by the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources (PRCR) and Arlington’s Urban Forestry
Commission, under the direction of the Arlington County Board, to facilitate the County’s ongoing commitment to enhance and preserve Arlington’s tree canopy.
The Master Plan has the following components: a GIS street tree inventory, tree canopy satellite analysis, long-range goals and recommendations and a final
Urban Forest Master Plan report including GIS based planting plans. The plan will ultimately contribute to the attractiveness and sustainability of Arlington
through enhancements to the tree canopy.
The Urban Forest Master Plan is a component of the Arlington County Open Space Master Plan. The Open Space Master Plan was first adopted by the County
Board in 1994 and is currently under review. It is one of eight individual elements that comprise the County’s Comprehensive Plan. The other Comprehensive
Plan elements are the General Land Use Plan, the Master Transportation Plan, the Storm Water Master Plan, the Water Master Distribution System Plan, the
Sanitary Sewer System Master Plan, the Recycling Program Implementation Plan, and the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance and Plan.
As a component of the Open Space Master Plan, the plan provides more detailed information and recommendations on improving Arlington’s urban forest
canopy coverage. Improving our urban forest is no simple task. Urban forest managers must always keep the many benefits our trees provide in mind. Only
then can we equitably weigh the benefits to costs value in tree preservation. Improving our urban forest involves many objectives that will need to be fulfilled
if our vision for the urban forest is to take shape. The goal and objectives are presented as various chapters of the Master Plan.
The objectives of this Master Plan all support the primary goal of improving Arlington’s urban forest canopy coverage. These objectives have been developed to
address the challenges that confront our urban trees and their stewardship. Most of the objectives are dependent on one another and build upon the success
of their implementation. The interdependence of the objectives will be brought to the readers’ attention where appropriate. Preservation and planting on
private property, education of all stakeholders, coordination and communication among various stewards, planting and preservation of trees as elements of
our streetscapes, stewardship of our urban forest in parks and natural areas and maintenance, must be comprehensive.
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Urban Forest Master Plan
• Goal
• Objectives – support singular goal of UFMP
• Recommendations – used to implement each objective

Goal
Improve Arlington’s Urban Forest
Canopy Coverage

Objectives
1. Encourage the preservation and planting of trees on private property.
2. Ensure through education and outreach efforts that all stakeholders appreciate the value of
Arlington’s trees and what is necessary for their stewardship.
3. Improve coordination and communication regarding County tree regulations, policies and
planting and preservation standards and guidelines.
4. Ensure that tree planting and preservation are important elements of our streetscapes.
5. Preserve existing wooded parks and natural areas, and plant trees in parks, natural areas and
other public open spaces to improve Arlington's overall tree canopy.
6. Ensure that urban forest maintenance practices continue to improve the quality of tree
canopy in Arlington so that potential benefits are maximized for the community.

Each Objective includes associated Recommendations to implement the UFMP.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

22

Master Transportation Plan – Goals and Policies Document
Adopted: November 2007 | Map: Updated as Needed
Plan Purpose
“The Master Transportation Plan (MTP) is an integral component of the County’s Comprehensive Plan. Its purpose is to guide those who make or explain
decisions that affect Arlington’s transportation network, help the public understand the rationale behind the decisions, and assist stakeholders who choose to
advocate for better implementation of County transportation policy. The plan fulfills its purpose by helping users understand the policy it sets forth, the
objectives and principles behind the policy, and how policy is to be implemented. The plan also provides stakeholders opportunities to participate directly in
the transportation policy development through periodic revisions.”
Plan Elements
The Arlington Master Transportation Plan includes the following components:
• MTP Goals and Policies document, which includes a transportation vision for Arlington, guiding planning principles, goals and strategies and policy
statements.
• MTP map which illustrates key existing transportation facilities and planned system improvements. Also included on the map is a typology of streets
and general locations for proposed new arterial and local streets.
• Additional Modal Elements provide detailed information in the following areas:
o Transportation Demand and System Management Element (adopted 2008)
o Parking and Curb Space Management Element (adopted 2009)
o Pedestrian Element (adopted 2008)
o Bicycle Element (adopted 2008)
o Streets Element (adopted 2011)
o Transit Element (adopted 2017)
Transportation Vision
“Arlington’s vision of transportation is a system that provides equity and access to all users. It involves concentrating investment in ways that yield the
greatest good not only from a transportation standpoint, but also for overall quality of life of Arlington residents and workers. Arlington’s vision for its
transportation system also supports community efforts to improve our natural environment and achieve better public health and fitness. In Arlington the
benefits of coordinating land use and transportation planning—that is, bringing life’s routine destinations closer together, closer to home, and closer to
efficient transportation— have played an important part in the transformation of Arlington to a model urban community. Arlington’s integration of
transportation into all aspects of urban development emphasizes accessibility options and gives priority to the movement of people rather than only vehicles.
As part of this strategy, Arlington focuses high‐density commercial and residential development around Metrorail stations and corridors with extensive transit
service, while maintaining lower‐density residential neighborhoods elsewhere. Arlington’s vision includes walkable, mixed‐use neighborhoods well served by
public transportation and pedestrian facilities in which residents, employees and visitors can spend more time enjoying the attractions of the region and less
time traveling. Arlington plans to build on its successes by expanding the availability of transportation options, serving more travelers as the region continues
to grow, and further improving transportation facilities to promote connectivity throughout the County and the region.”
Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

23

Transportation Goals, Strategies, and Policies
• Goals provide broad direction of where the County wants to go.
• Strategies focus that guidance into specific actions.
Master Transportation Plan Goals and Strategies:
Goals
Strategies
Provide High‐Quality Provide and promote affordable, convenient, and integrated transportation choices.
Transportation
Construct and manage streets to be “Complete Streets.” Streets should be safe and comfortable for pedestrians, bicyclists,
Services.
transit riders, motorists, and other users.
Increase the overall person‐capacity of Arlington’s transportation network through the more efficient use of existing street
rights‐of‐way.
Expand and complete the bikeway network with a focus on high‐quality facilities, overcoming barriers, and facilitating overall
connectivity.
Integrate local transportation facilities and transit services with those of neighboring jurisdictions to enhance regional
connections.
Allocate transit resources to emphasize fast, frequent, and reliable service on the Primary Transit Network, and increase
neighborhood access with the feeder and connector service of the Secondary Transit Network.
Facilitate car‐sharing and regulate taxicab service to ensure they provide high‐quality services that complement transit,
paratransit and non‐ motorized travel options.
Move More People
Implement land‐use policies such as transit‐oriented and mixed‐use development that result in better access and use of the
Without More Traffic. transportation system.
Focus on minimizing person delay across modes rather than focusing exclusively on minimizing vehicle delay.
Encourage the use of environmentally sustainable modes, including bicycling, walking, transit, carpooling, and telecommuting.
Promote Safety.
Minimize rates of injuries and accidents for each mode and ensure that transit riders, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists feel
safe and comfortable at all times when traveling in Arlington.
Optimize the transportation system’s ability during emergencies to execute emergency responses, including evacuation when
necessary.
Ensure that the County transportation infrastructure serves emergency responders’ needs to react to disasters and enables
people to move away from danger areas.
Establish Equity.
Provide safe and convenient pedestrian access on all streets.
Ensure transportation facilities meet the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines, preferably through universal
design.
Provide good quality travel options for all residents and workers throughout the county regardless of their location.
Support programs that emphasize the special transportation needs of children, the elderly and the disabled.
Provide a broad array of transportation options that ensure access to affordable travel.
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Manage Effectively
and Efficiently.

Advance
Environmental
Sustainability

General Policies:
Policies
Integrate
Transportation with
Land Use
Support the Design
and Operation of
Complete Streets
Manage Travel
Demand and
Transportation
Systems

Use Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and Transportation System Management (TSM) measures to mitigate
expected increases in travel demand and to maintain traffic operation efficiency.
Plan, design, and maintain transportation facilities in a manner that minimizes the life‐cycle cost of the facility while providing
high‐quality service.
Manage motor vehicle congestion by emphasizing transportation alternatives, parking management, and queue management.
Identify and pursue policies and practices that take advantage of new technologies that can enhance the quality and efficiency
of transportation facilities and services. Carefully design and implement demonstrations of such innovations.
Plan, measure and evaluate service with a general emphasis on daily and weekly peak demand.
Increase energy efficiency and reduce hydrocarbon emissions by encouraging and accommodating nonmotorized travel, public
transit, carpooling, telecommuting, and alternative‐fuel vehicles.
Minimize the creation of impervious surface area for streets and other transportation facilities, and manage the collection and
release of runoff in an effective and environmentally sensitive manner.
Increase planting of trees within street and highway right‐of‐way.
Respect and accommodate historic and cultural resources.

Sub-Policies
Organize community development and redevelopment around high quality and high capacity transit.
Design and operate transportation facilities to be compatible with adjacent existing and/or planned development.
Design and operate a comprehensive network of Arlington’s local and arterial streets to enable safe access by all
user groups including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit vehicles and users, and motorists of all ages and abilities,
allowing these users to access a full range of daily activities.
Influence travel demand generated from new development through County Board‐approved conditions and actively
manage County‐controlled streets, parking, transit services, and commuter service programs to minimize the
growth in single occupant vehicle trips an d to promote the use of all other modes of travel.
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Master Transportation Plan – Transit Element
Updated: February 2017
Plan Purpose
The Master Transportation Plan (MTP) Transit Element provides implementation actions to maximize the potential of the existing transit system, such as
operational improvements to existing transit service, implementation of new transit service, and delivery of capital improvements to the local and regional
transit system. The major initiatives of the MTP’s Transit Element will require substantial new investments for both facilities and on-going service provision.
Arlington will need to work cooperatively with local property owners and developers, neighboring jurisdictions, WMATA, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and
the federal government to obtain the funding needed to implement the plan proposals.
MTP Transit Element
• Goals Based on MTP Goals/Policies element; grouped together with common subject or scope (6).
• Implementation Actions provided for each policy
• Performance Measures assess progress towards achieving policies
MTP Transit Element Policies
The MTP’s Goals and Policies element, which sets out the principal County transportation policies, includes ten policies that relate to transit. Policies with
common subject or scope have been grouped together into six general categories:
1. increasing transit service options,
2. improving access to transit services for all,
3. improving transit facilities,
4. creating multi-modal centers for convenient transfers,
5. expanding transit information distribution and marketing outreach, and
6. employing environmentally-sensitive technologies.
General Categories of MTP Goals
Increase Transit Service Options
Provide additional high-quality transit
opportunities for Arlington residents,
workers and visitors to use. Enhance the
transit options provided through
enhanced frequencies of Metrorail,
local, regional and express bus service.
Enhancements would be based upon
projected ridership increases and

Policies
1. Develop a Premium Transit Network (PrTN) of high-frequency service connecting major
destinations. The PrTN should operate on major thoroughfares with enhanced amenities at
the majority of its bus stops. These services will be operated by Metrobus. PrTN services
should operate at 10-minute intervals or better during peak periods and 12-minute intervals
during off-peak periods, with a span of service of 18 hours a day, seven days a week. Limited
stop service should complement local service on heavily congested corridors to provide a
faster ride alternative. Short-term priorities include new premium service along Columbia Pike
and implementation of passenger amenities and other improvements to enhance transit
travel speed and reliability.
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accomplished through available funding
including fares and other sources.

2. Expand the Primary Transit Network (PTN) of high-frequency and quality transit services
along major corridors to encourage a low-auto usage lifestyle and higher all-day patronage.
PTN services should operate at 15-minute intervals or better every day for about 18 hours.
3. Operate a Secondary Transit Network of fixed route services that improves access to
Arlington neighborhoods, commercial centers, community facilities and to the primary transit
corridors. Local transit, such as bus routes and circulators should meet service frequency
standards of at least two trips per hour during weekdays and at least one trip per hour at night
and on weekends, while operating in a cost-efficient manner.
4. Provide a full array of reliable transit services with total travel times and costs competitive
with private automobile travel. Complement transit services with support for car-sharing and
regulation of taxi services. Implement a flexible, on-demand service for neighborhoods that do
not meet fixed-route productivity standards for the Secondary Transit Network.
5. Work with regional partners to identify, fund and implement necessary enhancements to
Potomac River bus and rail crossings to provide capacity for long-term regional growth.

Improve Accessibility to Transit Services
for All
Strive to make transit facilities and
services accessible to all members of
the public regardless of ability and
income. Provide facility and vehicle
improvements that increase
accessibility. Continue to operate
convenient paratransit service for those
individuals unable to use regular transit
services.

6. Make transit more accessible and convenient to all through transit-oriented land-use policies
and enhancements to vehicles, stations, stops, walkways and information. Provide reliable
shared-ride paratransit service for persons unable to use standard transit service due to
disability.

Improve Transit Facilities
Enhance existing transit stations, stops
and operations facilities to increase the
capacity to serve more riders in an
efficient, comfortable and safe manner.

8. Implement improvements to the Metrorail system including new services and station
enhancements, such as new entrances and additional elevators, and accommodations for
anticipated ridership growth from Orange Line westward extensions. Support line capacity
improvements, such as implementation of eight-car trains, and other necessary supporting
infrastructure such as power upgrades and rail yards.

7. Expand pedestrian access to transit facilities through measures such as improved sidewalks,
new station entrances, upgraded street crossings, and new elevators and escalators.
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Create Multi-Modal Centers for
Convenient Transfer Between Providers
and Modes
Arlingtonians have access to bus and
rail services operated by many different
transit providers. To maximize travel
effectiveness and increase user
convenience the transit services need to
be presented as one intermodal system.
Also easy transfers between transit and
other modes such as auto, bicycle and
walking, should be enabled. New
transfer centers with ample, easilyunderstood service information and
comfortable, secure facilities should be
established to enhance rider transfers.

9. Ensure the ease of transfer in the design of facilities, the reliability of services and the
availability of information. Provide for exemplary multi-modal access to and between transit
facilities via enhanced sidewalks and bikeways and by convenient access to bus transfer
points, taxicabs, carpool pick-up/drop-off, car-sharing vehicles and on-demand transit service.

Expand Transit Information Distribution
and Marketing Outreach
Provide multiple outlets for up-to-date
transit information that can easily be
accessed by current riders and all
members of the public. Conduct broad
outreach and education to attract new
transit riders. Assess the satisfaction of
current transit riders at least annually to
retain customer patronage.

10. Promote transit use through direct marketing to residents and employers and by providing
real-time information at transit stops and via the internet, cell phones, and other devices.

Employ Environmentally Sensitive and
Sustainable Technologies
Consider the environmental impacts of
transit facilities, vehicles and services
and utilize technologies, operating
procedures and building practices. Seek
to provide transit service in an
environmentally responsible manner.

11. Utilize new and improved technologies and best operating practices to provide transit service
in a clean and energy efficient manner.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

28

Master Transportation Plan – Bicycle Element
Adopted: July 2008
Purpose and Structure of the Master Transportation Plan – Bicycle Element
As a component of the Master Transportation Plan, the Bicycle Element recognizes that cycling contributes to the overall vitality of the transportation network
and recommends policy enhancements that could continue to make Arlington “one of the nation’s best places to bicycle.” While the existing bicycle network
serves many areas, certain gaps could be rectified and physical and psychological barriers to cycling could be removed. Appendix B includes a list of potential
bicycle network improvements that could gradually be integrated via the CIP.
Within the Bicycle Element, policy recommendations “are grouped into five categorical areas – completing the bikeway network, increasing bicycle use,
enhancing safety, managing and maintaining facilities and integrating bicycling with other modes. For each policy statement one or more implementation
action is identified to provide specific direction in how to achieve the policy’s intended outcomes. Performance measures are proposed as appropriate to
assess progress toward achieving the policies.”
Bicycle Element Policies and Implementation Actions:
Policies
Implementation Actions
Complete the Bikeway Network
Policy 1. Complete the a. Implement currently funded projects listed in Appendix B, Table B‐1, as soon as is practical.
Bikeway Network with b. Fund and implement planned projects listed in Appendix B, Tables B‐2, B‐3, and B‐4 and also those trail improvements
a focus on overcoming identified in the Four Mile Run Restoration Plan. Initial emphasis should be on implementation of the identified “short‐term”
barriers. Examples of
projects. Regularly implement projects in Table B‐3 as opportunities arise.
barriers include Shirley c. Add grade‐separated crossings of major highways where feasible, improve existing crossings of major highways, and
Highway (I‐395) and
develop improved alternatives for crossing or circumnavigating large federal institutions and properties, such as Fort Myer,
the George
the Pentagon complex, and Arlington National Cemetery.
Washington Memorial d. Plan and construct new shared‐use trails and trail connections in conjunction with new development. Focus on trails,
Parkway. Improve
bridges, and overpasses that link with other sections of the bikeway network, thereby enhancing the connectivity of the
connectivity between
entire network and with regional bikeways in adjacent jurisdictions.
trails and other major
e. Work with regional partners to ensure that bikeways are provided on and across VDOT and National Park Service (NPS)‐
bikeway corridors.
owned arterial roadways, interstate and parkway corridors, as part of all projects to improve, or reconstruct these roadways.
Enhance bikeway
f. Coordinate with the National Park Service to complete implementation of remaining trail‐improvement projects identified
information and way‐
in the NPS’s 1990 Paved Recreational Trails Plan.
finding signage.
g. Evaluate, expand and upgrade the signed bike route system, and improve wayfinding information for bicyclists provided
both on‐site and electronically.
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Policies
Policy 2. Provide high‐
quality bicycling
facilities as part of all
street improvement
projects. Use marked
bicycle lanes or shared
–use lane symbols
(“sharrows”) on arterial
streets that provide
access to commercial
centers, schools and
government facilities.

Implementation Actions
a. Develop the bikeway network by installing proposed bike lanes, signed bike routes, and other bicycle facilities on arterial
roadways and neighborhood principal roadways in conjunction with street/bridge improvements or as independent bicycle
projects.
b. Provide bikeways on new or existing streets in conjunction with major new development or redevelopment activities in
Pentagon City, Crystal City, the Potomac Yard North and South Tracts, Rosslyn, and other areas.
c. As appropriate, pilot innovative facility designs (see Appendix A for a description of these measures) including— shared‐
lane pavement markings (sharrows), colored bicycle lanes, bicycle boulevards, bicycle box markings, and bicycle‐specific
traffic signal heads.
d. Improve bicycle access to shopping districts, employment centers, and activity centers in nearby neighboring jurisdictions
including Georgetown in D.C.; Potomac Yard in Alexandria; and Bailey’s Crossroads and Seven Corners in Fairfax County.
e. New and renovated shared‐use trails and bike lanes should be designed and constructed in accordance with the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) guidelines. The design of new or significantly widened
trails should go through Arlington’s environmental assessment process early in the design stage.

Performance Measures (Policies 1 and 2):
• Use the list of projects in Appendix B to monitor progress on completion of the planned bicycle network. Target the completion of an average of five
projects per year.
• Track the installation of new bicycle racks available for use by the public. Seek to install 250 new racks (500 parking spaces) over the next 10 years.
Policies
Increase Bicycle Use
Policy 3. Create a
community culture
that embraces bicycle
use as a mainstream
travel mode. Raise the
visibility and
participation of
bicycling in Arlington
through regularly
organized bicycling
events, prominent
facilities and other

Implementation Actions
a. Expand the encouragement programs of BikeArlington, including map publication, Bike‐to‐Work Day, the Community Bike
Ride, Car Free Day, valet bicycle parking at events and route assistance. Bikeway maps, program brochures, and safety
education materials should be distributed widely and include guidance for safe and courteous use of shared‐use paths and
streets especially those facility types that are relatively new to the public.
b. Continue to promote bicycling as part of the County’s Transportation Demand Management (TDM) activities aimed at
businesses, employees, and residents.
c. Undertake regular surveys or focus groups to determine what actions might encourage greater bicycle use. Identify new
marketing approaches to reach populations that are not regular bicyclists through the provision of Bicycle Program
information and encouragement messages.
d. Promote bicycling as an activity that will improve citizen health and fitness and provide convenient recreational
opportunities. The County should support a variety of programs to encourage bicycling for transportation, fitness, and fun
which may include:
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Policies
encouragement
activities.

Implementation Actions
i. Conduct bicycle fitness and training programs by the County and schools and encourage similar programs by
bike shops, bicycle advocacy organization and bicycle clubs.
ii. Support additional periodic cycling races and/or mass‐ride days.
iii. Establish cycling recognition awards and incentives — e.g., awards honoring citizens who cycle to work; awards
for businesses and citizens who help make Arlington a better place for cycling; awards for exemplary bicycling
support in schools, businesses, and youth organizations.
iv. Organize or encourage regular community‐based bike rides that appeal to less‐experienced cyclists.
v. Work with area colleges and universities to develop bicycling incentive programs for their commuting students.

vi. Evaluate the feasibility of constructing a velodrome (a track for bicycle racing) on County property or in
conjunction with a private redevelopment project.
e. Incorporate information about Arlington’s bicycle registration program in County publications.
f. Undertake measures recommended for achieving Gold Bicycle Friendly Community status, an honor awarded by the
League of American Bicyclists for communities with exemplary bicycle programs and commuting usage of bicycles.
Policy 4. Require the
a. Refine bicycle parking standards per detailed recommendations in Appendix D. Periodically review the bicycle parking
provision of
requirements for new developments, and update as needed.
appropriate facilities to b. Assist the managers/owners of retail, office and multifamily residential properties in selecting the appropriate locations
support bicycling, such and equipment needed to provide high‐quality bicycle parking at existing buildings and complexes.
as showers, lockers and c. Ensure that the new parking and shower facilities required in site plan conditions for developments meet minimum
bicycle parking by new standards for quality and correct location.
development.
d. Explore whether the County’s zoning ordinance can be amended to require all commercial and multifamily residential
buildings to provide convenient and secure bicycle parking.
Policy 5. Annually
a. Develop methods of bicycle‐use data collection, establish a baseline, and continue regular measurement to monitor usage.
collect bicycling data
Establish locations where regular bicycle counts are made and volumes can be compared over time to determine changes in
on County streets and usage.
trails.
Policy 6. Implement a
a. Initiate a bike‐sharing program. Coordinate with any programs in adjacent jurisdictions.
bike‐sharing program
b. Support privately‐provided loaner bicycle programs such as by business for their employees and hotels for their guests.
in the transit corridors
and other densely
developed areas.
Performance Measures (Policies 3 through 6):
• Use data collected in trip diaries and at regular locations to measure progress in achieving greater bicycle use. In the Year 2008 – establish baseline
bicycle usage rates for transportation and recreation. In successive years achieve greater reported bicycle usage than in the prior years. By the Year
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•
•
•

2030 achieve a reported 50% of the population bicycling for transportation at least occasionally, with 20 percent using a bicycle frequently and 10
percent regularly.
Use the Year 2010 U.S. Census Journey to Work data to measure commuting travel mode. Seek to double the percentage of bicycle commuting
reported in the Year 2000 Census.
Track the annual allocation of resources, such as amounts of money spent on encouragement and marketing programs/events, as well as numbers
of participants in such programs and events.
Achieve the League of American Bicyclists’ gold level Bicycle Friendly Cities status by the Year 2011.

Policies
Improve Bicycle Safety
Policy 7. Conduct an
ongoing safe bicycle
route to schools
program including
semi‐annual bicycle
safety educational
programs for children
and adults.

Implementation Actions
a. Support an ongoing Safe Routes to School program that includes Education, Enforcement, Encouragement, Engineering
and Evaluation interventions. This program should be developed in conjunction with the Arlington Police Department and
the Arlington County Schools, including administrators, teachers, parents, and students. Over time include all public and
private schools in Arlington.
b. Coordinate with Arlington Public Schools to provide Arlington elementary and middle school students training in
pedestrian and bicycle operations and safety, and continue offering bicycle and pedestrian training in the high school
physical education program.
c. Designate recommended bicycling routes to school. Criteria for “safe” routes should be established jointly among the staff
of the Arlington Public Schools, Transportation, and Police. Continue to make necessary engineering improvements to the
public infrastructure to increase the number, and distribution of routes that can be recommended for bicycling to school.
d. Work with Arlington Public Schools to conduct County‐wide school transportation surveys on select days and develop
multimodal travel profiles of student, teacher, and staff trips to and from school.
e. Develop Countywide and school‐based implementation plans for Safe Routes to Schools programs.
f. Conduct bicycle safety and maintenance courses through the Arlington Adult Education and BikeArlington programs, and
encourage community colleges, bicycle organizations, fitness clubs, and other educational institutions to initiate safety
instruction. Consider providing financial assistance to institutions or to students as an incentive to encourage participation.
g. Produce Spanish language and multilingual bicycle safety education literature and media campaigns and continue to
participate in the Washington region’s multi‐lingual Street Smart safety campaign.
h. Promote proper shared‐use trail behavior through signs, trailside displays, brochures, video education programs, and
recreation program classes.
i. Coordinate with local law enforcement officials to implement bicycle safety enforcement programs directed toward
bicyclists and motorists who commit traffic violations including targeted efforts at locations with regular bicycle/motor
vehicle or bicycle/pedestrian conflicts.
j. Continue to conduct safety outreach programs such as headlight and helmet distributions that reach young cyclists and
other persons of limited incomes.
k. Offer training to continuously upgrade planning, engineering, law enforcement and maintenance staffs’ knowledge of best
practices to improve cyclist safety.
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Policies

Implementation Actions
l. Initiate physical improvements to streets and bikeways and law enforcement efforts, as appropriate, to address identified
bicycling safety concerns.

Performance Measures (Policy 7):
• Continue to collect and analyze bicycle crash data along with parallel bicycle usage data to determine crash rates relative to exposure and total
population. Regularly collect perception of safety data as part of a public opinion survey conducted in association with the trip diary.
• Track annual participation in bicycle safety education programs conducted by Arlington County government and schools.
Policies
Implementation Actions
Manage and Maintain the Bikeway System
Policy 8. Manage the
a. Expand the e‐mail bicycle information/ alert program to ensure that information alerts address the entire Arlington and
trails for safety with
regional bicycling networks, and incorporate additional communication methods, such as radio and television traffic reports,
increased use.
traffic alert Web sites, and/or other technologies.
Undertake facility
b. Continue to operate and expand promotion of the County spot‐improvement request system that allows individuals to
improvement projects report maintenance problems in writing, over the phone, via e‐mail, and by other methods.
to address
c. Adopt the maintenance program and practices outlined in Appendix E.
overcrowding and user d. Incorporate County trail repaving/repair into a regular maintenance cycle similar to that used for County streets including
conflicts on trails and
periodic pavement quality assessments.
develop instructional
e. Prioritize trail widening and trail/roadway intersection projects, especially in those areas where multiple crashes or near‐
materials and signs to
crashes have been documented.
encourage safer user
f. Undertake safety evaluations of street/trail intersections. Identify how safety might be improved through traffic signals,
practices. (pg. 8-9)
signage, markings, traffic calming, tunnel/overpasses, or other measures.
g. Implement measures such as new trail entry points and GPS Coordinates to give emergency personnel and vehicles better
access to the trail system.
h. Protect the trails and significant buffer areas against encroachments from adjacent roadways and new development.
i. Promote volunteer maintenance and enhancements to trails including establishment of a “share‐the‐trail” program.
j. Conduct regular patrolling of trails by Police, Park Rangers and volunteers particularly during early morning and evening
hours.

Performance Measures (Policy 8):
• Track the percentages of the trail and bicycle lanes systems that are repaved or remarked each year.
• Utilize the trip diary to assess general public and bicycle‐user opinion on maintenance and management of the bikeways system.
Policies
Implementation Actions
Integrate Bicycling With All Other Modes of Transit
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Policies
Policy 9. Provide
convenient, covered
and secure bicycle
parking at transit
stations, schools,
public facilities and
commercial centers.

Implementation Actions
a. Coordinate with WMATA and private property owners to increase bicycle parking at Metrorail stations, initiate new
bike/transit integration services, and manage existing services. The quality and quantity of bicycle parking should be
upgraded at Metrorail stations, especially Rosslyn, Crystal City, Pentagon City, Ballston‐MU, and Clarendon. Provide
sufficient amounts of free parking that offers a high level of security and weather protection.
b. Construct bicycle stations at a minimum of one of the following Metro stations ‐ Ballston‐MU, Rosslyn, East Falls Church
and Pentagon City.
c. Ensure that new streetcar and commuter rail cars can accommodate the transport of bicycles.
d. Assess the market for integration of bicycle transportation with carpools, vanpools, taxis, car‐sharing programs, and
commuter bus and commuter rail services.

Performance Measures (Policy 9):
• Track inter‐modal integration in terms of percent of buses equipped to carry bicycles, amount of high‐security bike parking provided at transit
stations, and number of new bicycle‐accommodating services initiated.
• Track usage of bike‐on‐bus, bike‐on‐rail services and bike parking at Metrorail stations. Track numbers of customers served at bicycle stations and
through bike‐sharing programs.
Prioritizing Projects:
Appendix B identifies a range of bicycle-related enhancement projects that can gradually be implemented via the Capital Improvement Program. The Bicycle
Advisory Committee and representatives from BikeArlington helped preliminarily categorize projects into near-, mid-, and long-term horizons, according to
perceived need. To help guide decision-makers in the future, the Bicycle Element identifies nine project prioritization criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Importance to bikeway network connectivity.
Safety needs and implications.
Estimated demand for usage.
Potential to attract new bicyclists.
Community support.
Cost relative to capital budget.
Ease of implementation, including neighborhood, environmental clearance, and need for additional right‐of‐way.
Availability and quality of existing alternative routes/facilities.
Opportunity to achieve cost savings or easier implementation through combination with another project.
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Master Transportation Plan – Demand and System Management Element
Adopted: December 2008
Purpose and Structure of the Master Transportation Plan – Demand and System Management Element
While many sub-elements of the Master Transportation Plan (MTP) focus on expanding County transit systems, the Demand and System Management Element
focuses on best-practice strategies that can improve the effectiveness of the existing system. Efficiencies can be gained through land use coordination as well
as through travel behavior and incentivization tactics. These strategies are classified as either Transportation Demand Management (TDM) or Transportation
System Management (TSM). “TDM strategies typically include managing parking and pricing; marketing transit and providing commuter subsidies; promoting
walking, bicycling, and ride‐sharing; and encouraging telework and flexible work strategies” (pg. 2). On the other hand, TSM can “include better signalization
(timing, phasing and coordination), freeway‐ramp metering, incident detection and management, restriping such as to create left‐turn lanes, and real‐time
traveler information”.
“With local travel demands expected to grow by about 25 percent over the next 25 years as Arlington adds new residents and jobs, there is a critical need for
TDM and TSM in ensuring that Arlington’s transportation system continues to operate effectively. Relying exclusively on expanding capacity, especially for
roadways, is neither realistic nor desirable.”
The Demand and System Management Element outlines policies, implementation actions, and performance measures for both TDM and TSM strategies.
TDM Policies and Implementation Actions:
TDM Policies
Policy 1. Incorporate
comprehensive TDM plans
for all site plans and use‐
permit developments to
minimize vehicular trips and
maximize the use of other
travel options.
Policy 2. Incorporate TDM
measures with respect to all
existing public buildings and
facilities, irrespective of
redevelopment status.
Explore strategies and
incentives to achieve TDM

Implementation Actions
a. Update the County’s 1993 TDM policy for site plans.
b. Encourage employers to provide employees SmartTrip cards or a monthly transportation stipend for use in
offsetting the cost of commuter travel, including bus and rail services, vanpool, bicycling, walking and for parking in
lots that serve users of commuter rail, bus and vanpools and charge those employees who park on‐site the full cost of a
parking space.
c. Seek authority to levy fines on building owners that fail to comply with their approved Transportation Demand
Management plans.
a. Ensure that all County facilities and Arlington Schools include TDM plans and measures.
b. Offer to provide transportation information in every commercial, retail, and multifamily residential building. Seek
funding for the existing information‐display program to expand enough to offer to provide transportation‐information
displays (kiosks) in every large commercial, retail, and multifamily residential building.
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TDM Policies
measures in existing private
buildings.

Implementation Actions
c. Encourage employers to implement comprehensive telecommuting programs and flexible work schedules for
employees. Increase opportunities for citizens and businesses to conduct online transactions with the Arlington
County government.
d. Expand incentives to support TDM practices such as rewards in the form of discount transit passes for individuals
who participate in commuter programs.
e. Designate areas around Metro stations or commercial centers as Transportation Management Districts (TMDs) and
develop information on traffic volumes and the level of service at key intersections and the reasons why some
intersections are performing unsatisfactorily. Use TDM measures as tools to reduce local congestion problems.

Policy 3. Require regular
travel surveys of new
development with TDM
plans and link to
performance measures to
enable follow‐up actions.
Undertake biennial
evaluations of the
effectiveness of the County’s
TDM policies and private‐
sector compliance with TDM
commitments, and
implement revisions as
warranted.
Policy 4. Conduct biennial
County‐wide resident and
worker transportation
surveys to monitor travel
behavior and system
performance, and guide
future efforts.

a. Expand efforts to evaluate the effectiveness of the TDM program. Conduct regular data‐ collection and analysis
efforts including a biennial survey to identify changes in the travel habits of Arlington residents, workers and visitors.

Policy 5. Apply TDM
programs to non‐work travel,

b. Seek a new site plan condition requiring that a transportation monitoring study be provided at two years, five years
and each subsequent five‐year period after issuance of first Certificate of Occupancy for the building(s) and provide a
report summarizing findings to the County. The study should identify such information as TDM participation rates,
daily parking utilization and travel mode choices of the building occupants.

a. Document transportation conditions in a periodic State of the Commute Report. Establish baseline data and a plan
for periodic surveys to measure change, such as every two to three years. Include travel data pertaining to both
residents and employees and detail the survey approaches, sample sizes, and geographic and demographic
segmentation. The data should include both work and non‐work trips, take into account the reasons for individual
travel choices, and measure other reasons for changes in travel behavior over time, such as new development or
changes in development patterns, and external factors such as economic conditions or gas prices. They should
measure not only “what” is occurring but also “why” and “where.” Use the periodic report, other available data and the
following performance measures to conduct a periodic community analysis and review the County’s TDM policies and
make updates and revisions as appropriate.
b. Use the periodic report as a basis for a proactive program to communicate the value of TDM to citizens, the business
community, the County government, and the region, including promoting the culture of a non‐auto‐dependent
community.
a. Expand Arlington’s TDM Program to serve more of the traveling population including the entire population of
residents, visitors, and employees, trips made for any purpose, and trips made throughout the day and week.
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TDM Policies
as well as commuting, for
resident, visitor and
employee trips through
informational displays,
website, promotional
campaigns and mailings of
materials.

Implementation Actions
i. Strengthen and expand outreach capabilities through improved coordination of functions for greater
effectiveness.
ii. Build Arlington Transportation Partners (ATP) program’s Relocation Services in conjunction with
Arlington Economic Development Department (AED) to respond to economic development conditions and
opportunities.
iii. Enhance ATP’s Personalized Transportation Options Portfolio service to include more of the population
for all trip purposes, including individualized transportation marketing, goals setting, and performance
monitoring.
iv. Work with ATP, the Commuter Stores, and CommuterPage/CommuterDirect to develop targeted tourism
services.
v. Improve and expand transportation information dissemination capability (see Policy 2a on page 4),
including common‐area displays in buildings; newcomer/visitor kits; bus‐stop information; expansion,
further automation, and improved facilities for Arlington County Commuter Services (ACCS) Logistics and
Distribution services.
vi. Work with, ATP, the Commuter Stores and CommuterPage/CommuterDirect to develop targeted retail
services.
vii. Build an expanded events capability to enable more effective and coordinated events in support of
specific program objectives and promoting alternatives to automobile use.
viii. Expand the Commuter Stores and explore ways to take the Commuter Store services to the streets and
to more dispersed locations via special kiosks, branding in‐building transportation displays as Commuter
Store Information Centers, and coordinate efforts with retail or service companies. Develop a CIP program
for the Mobile Commuter Store.
ix. Expand the BikeArlington program through closer integration within the County’s TDM outreach,
marketing, and events program including bike‐sharing and Bike Stations at selected Metro stations.
x. Build and expand the WALKArlington program integrated with the County’s TDM outreach, marketing
and events programs.
xi. Continue to expand the car‐sharing program as needed to encourage and serve reduced private‐car
ownership.
xii. Undertake policy and facility improvements that encourage travel shifts from private automobiles to
existing alternatives such as bicycles, electrically‐assisted bicycles and scooters, as well as encourage the
use of newer technologies such as plug‐in electric vehicles.
xiii. Develop TDM University as a multi‐level training resource for ATP clients, and TDM practitioners in the
region and as a center for advancing the concepts and practices of TDM.
xiv. Broaden ACCS marketing through creation of a special support team of marketing, public relations and
web designers and integrate and unify all of ACCS through coordinated marketing. Upgrade all web sites
and technology to match marketing changes.
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TDM Policies

Policy 6. Coordinate TDM
efforts with other
jurisdictions and agencies
across the region, and
actively promote the
expansion of the TDM
program.

Implementation Actions
b. Focus new initiatives on the most cost‐effective opportunities to reduce vehicle travel, such as targeting students,
seniors or other demographic groups identified to be receptive to TDM services and messages.
c. Implement a system such as TravelSmart to provide individualized marketing to target transportation demand.
(TravelSmart, used in more than 300 projects around the world, identifies individuals who want to change the way they
travel and uses personal, individualized contact to motivate them to reconsider their travel options. TravelSmart gives
participants the customized information they ask for to help them get started, or to continue walking, bicycling, riding
transit, or carpooling.)
d. Work together with the Arlington Schools administration, parent‐teacher associations (PTAs) and the
WALKArlington program to expand Walk to School Day to Walk to School Every Day. Each year, for Walk to School
Day, students in all elementary and middle schools receive encouragement and opportunities to try walking or
bicycling to school and to walk more during the school day.
a. Coordinate with regional stakeholders including the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA),
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG), and Northern Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC)
to establish a greater regional effort to implement adopted TDM policies, ensure regional coordination and
consistency, and increase public awareness of transportation issues and options. Model the implementing body after
the Arlington County TDM program which includes the Arlington County Commuter Services (ACCS) structure for
outreach to area residents, businesses, workers and visitors, or expand ACCS to become a regional provider, accepting
responsibility to implement different levels of programs as municipalities implement individual programs, and receive
funding from all.
b. Enhance the SmarTrip card (WMATA’s electronic‐fare‐media card) or create an EcoPass to include options that
would allow employers, neighborhood associations, and even certain age groups to buy discounted bus passes.
Arlington should work with WMATA to create a variety of SmartTrip or EcoPass options for Arlington employers and
residents, such as an ART/Metrobus‐only option, as well as considering an unlimited‐use fare card for various portions
of the Metrorail system.
c. Continue and expand efforts to encourage and facilitate carpooling and instant carpooling formation (“slugging”)
through a website, street‐levels signs, designated congregation locations and other measures.
d. Continue working with regional partners to examine opportunities for congestion‐pricing strategies on regional
roadways.

TDM Performance Measures (Policies 1 through 6):
The following measures also address four overarching goals of the TDM program, which include maximizing efficient transportation options, minimizing SOV
travel, reduction of vehicle congestion, and reduction of vehicle generated air pollution.
•
•

Maintain peak‐period vehicle‐miles traveled across Arlington’s street network within five percent of 2005 levels. (pg. 8)
Maintain peak‐period vehicle trips traveled across Arlington’s street network within five percent of 2005 levels. (pg. 8)
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•
•

Shift 10 percent of peak‐period trips to nonpeak hours by the Year 2020. (pg. 8)
Increase daily peak‐period non‐SOV mode share (transit, carpooling, walking, bicycling) by one‐half percentage point annually throughout the County
for all types of trips for the next 20 years. (pg. 8)

TSM Policies and Implementation Actions:
TSM Policies
Policy 7. Implement
TSM strategies,
including coordination
and retiming of traffic
signals, left‐turn lanes,
signal‐preemption for
emergency and transit
vehicles, cameras at
intersections and transit
stations, and real‐time
traffic information
available to the public.

Implementation Actions
a. Use traffic management and operational interventions to address congestion and better manage conflicts in the demand
for street space among passenger, freight, transit, bicycle, and vehicles. Enhance communication between traffic engineers
and traffic law enforcement officers to identify congestion causes and implementation measures to address those
problems.
b. Manage street maintenance and construction‐related lane closures, especially during peak travel periods, to reduce
congestion and minimize rerouting of traffic.
c. Evaluate transportation performance at key locations, particularly on north‐south arterials including, for example, Glebe
Road and George Mason Drive, and seek to enhance performance as specified in the MTP Streets element.
d. Use photo red‐light enforcement and other available tools to enforce traffic laws to reduce pedestrian and vehicular
crashes attributable to those violations.
e. Seek legislative authority for the future use of photo speed‐limit enforcement methods.
f. Install emergency signal‐preemption equipment on traffic signals along key corridors within Arlington.
g. Expand signal prioritization for buses to additional corridors as specified in the MTP Transit element.
h. Continue to review and optimize the performance of all traffic signals on a three‐year cycle.
i. Develop a parking‐management system, as specified in the MTP Parking and Curbspace Management Element, to direct
motorists to available facilities.
j. Install closed‐circuit‐television cameras at additional intersections and transit facilities. Complete the fiber‐optic cable
network, and upgrade to Ethernet communications.
k. Work with VDOT to deploy dynamic‐message signs, along state and County roads to alert drivers of traffic delays and
direct them back to alternative routes.
l. Deploy a public web site to display live camera views and provide other traffic condition information.
m. Deploy overhead system detection on primary arterial roads to monitor traffic conditions in real‐time and take
appropriate corrective actions to help reduce congestion.
n. Ensure that personnel receive appropriate training on emergency preparedness and document best practices applicable
to Arlington.
o. Prepare written contingency plans and procedures to optimize traffic‐signal timing on arterial streets for use during
emergencies to execute emergency‐response procedures, including evacuation when necessary.
p. Continue to work with regional partners to prepare emergency travel‐contingency plans and to improve coordination and
cooperation among federal, state, and local jurisdictions and agencies.
q. Utilize the telecommunications systems to provide voice‐directed, route‐specific access to update traffic conditions via
cell phone, smart phone, or personal digital assistant. Provide incident and routing information on a traveler‐information
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TSM Policies

Implementation Actions
web site, where camera images at intersections can be viewed as well. In addition provide recommended alternate routes
under different scenarios via print and broadcast media.
r. Publish information, disseminate it widely, and educate the public about Arlington’s emergency‐preparedness plans.
Consider conducting periodic public demonstrations, with extensive media coverage, showing how Arlington wants the
public to respond in specific situations.
s. Form multidisciplinary safety‐and‐response teams to plan emergency‐response scenarios, conduct outreach, and
demonstrate Arlington’s approach, not only for emergency preparedness, but also for routine public safety.

TSM Performance Measures (for Policy 7):
• Conduct periodic public demonstrations of Arlington’s emergency‐preparedness plans and track systems performance, public response and media
coverage.
• Monitor actual emergency‐ response times and evaluate against acceptability thresholds.
• Decrease localized congestion, where peak‐period level of service is currently worse than Level D. (Refer to the MTP Streets Element for more
information about the meaning of this and other levels of service.)
• Achieve greater on‐time performance on major bus routes through the installation of traffic signal preemption for transit vehicles, construction of bus
nubs and utilization of other TSM measures on primary transit routes.
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Master Transportation Plan – Parking and Curb Space Element
Adopted: November 2009
Purpose and Structure of the Master Transportation Plan – Parking and Curb Space Management Element
The Parking and Curb Space Management Element (“Parking and Curb Space Element”) is one of eight components of Arlington County’s Master
Transportation Plan (“MTP”). This element focuses on the provision and management of parking and curb space which are key contributors to the financial
health of the County’s commercial corridors and efficient working of the County’s transportation network. In the MTP Goals and Policies document, 13
specific policies were adopted by the County Board in November 2007 that relate to parking and curb space management. This element identifies
implementation actions required to put these policies into practice. Performance measures will help prove the success of these actions.
In Part III of the Parking and Curb Space Element the 13 MTP policies are grouped into three areas – on‐street parking, off‐street parking and parking for
persons with disabilities. For each policy statement one or more implementation actions is identified to provide specific direction in how to achieve the policy’s
intended outcomes. Performance measures are proposed as appropriate to assess progress toward achieving the policies.
Parking and Curb Space Element Actions and Performance Measures:
For On-Street Parking and Use of the Curb Space:
Policies
Implementation Actions
Policy 1. Prioritize the use a. Allocate existing curb space based on the priorities and considerations listed in the tables included in
of curb space, matching
Appendix A, and enforce the restrictions to ensure smooth operations.
the various types of uses
b. Evaluate the curb side uses in the vicinity of special exception land development projects and
to the most appropriate
encourage appropriate uses to be provided on the site, e.g. taxicab stands on hotel property.
locations. In commercial
c. Establish an application process for use of WMATA and ART bus stops by other bus services.
areas and high‐density
d. Ensure that commercial vehicle parking regulations allow appropriate commercial activity while not
residential areas,
unduly interfering with the zoned land uses on nearby parcels and in compliance with all County laws
generally consider bus
including zoning.
stops, curb nubs, taxi
e. Enforce regulations that minimize and require compensation for use of curb space for private non‐
stands, paratransit pickup, transportation use such as PODS, construction staging and storage.
short‐term retail and
f. Create a permitting or other regulatory process for commercial districts which allows valet parking that
handicapped parking to
may serve multiple businesses in the area and that may utilize off‐street garages for storing vehicles.
be the highest priority.
g. Develop and maintain a tour and event bus parking plan that includes specified locations and
durations for reserved bus parking, a permitting or other system to allocate spaces, and a promotional
strategy.
h. Develop a plan for managing the loading and parking of commuter, interstate, and shuttle buses
i. Evaluate on a periodic basis how emerging technologies (such as plug‐in electric vehicles) and changes
to vehicle sizes may necessitate changes to on‐street parking spaces.
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Policies
Policy 2. Increase curb
space availability through
use of measures such as
off‐street loading, time
specific regulations,
street redesigns or re‐
striping and new street
space.

Implementation Actions
a. Create additional curb space availability in areas with a high demand for curb space, by rearranging
and redesigning the street when possible.
b. Create additional parking opportunities along street frontages by replacing single‐space meters and
delineated parking space lines with multi‐space meters and parking lanes without delineated spaces.
c. Create new parking lanes or spaces by restriping existing streets to narrow overly‐wide travel lanes.
d. Allow curb space to be used by small vehicles such as scooters, bicycles, and motorcycles. Enact
ordinance amendments to facilitate motorcycle and scooter use of on‐street metered spaces.
e. Consider curb space demands when designing new or reconstructed streets. Locate street features
such as curb nubs, fire hydrants and bus stops with the intent of maximizing available curb space length
and versatility. Minimize the number and sizes of driveway curb cuts in order to achieve longer lengths
of available curb space.

Policy 3. Promote on‐
street parking within
residential neighborhoods
and on commercial
streets to
calm traffic, support retail
activity, and efficiently
use public resources.

f. Utilize time‐of‐day restrictions to maximize the availability of curb space for the greatest number of
users throughout the day. Allow parking in the curb lanes of multi‐lane streets during offpeak hours if
safety and adequate traffic flow can be maintained.
g. Create temporary loading zones, and achieve more frequent turnover of the curbside space as
appropriate for the abutting land uses through use of time‐restrictions and regular enforcement action.
h. Develop appropriate fees through permits, parking meters or other regulatory processes for use of the
curbside for: semi‐public, and private bus services, vending, car‐share parking, motorcycle and scooter
parking, handicapped accessible parking, short‐term and all‐day parking, tour buses,
and valet parking, as well as allow vending and storage in curb space for temporary periods with
appropriate charges.
i. Encourage new developments to provide off‐street loading facilities adequate to handle expected
service needs of the building and require large delivery vehicles to use the off‐street loading facilities
where feasible. Within large development sites encourage the consolidation of vehicular access points.
j. Manage special requests for on‐street loading of over‐sized vehicles through a right‐of‐way permit
process.
a. Allow for on‐street parking where street widths and sight lines are adequate for safe travel and
emergency vehicle access. Refer to the Streets Element of the MTP for direction on minimum street
widths for parking provision.
b. Review on‐street parking restrictions upon request to identify locations where additional parking can
be safely provided.
c. Include on‐street parking along both sides of new streets with abutting high‐density residential, retail
and commercial uses whenever possible.
d. Work with residents and businesses to identify and accommodate parking demands as part of all street
improvement projects.
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Policies

Policy 4. Provide
residential permit parking
to manage the parking
supply, limit overspill
parking, and reduce the
effects of vehicle
congestion in single‐
family housing zones.
Policy 5. Utilize parking
meter pricing strategies
that vary by hour and
location to better match
parking availability and
demand. Implement
newer technologies such
as multi‐space meters and
credit card and cell phone
payment to enhance
parking options.

Implementation Actions
e. Enforce ordinances, such as those concerning right‐of‐way permits, designed to ensure that onstreet
parking is a public resource that is not to be reserved for long‐term private uses of public parking spaces
and that short‐term uses (e.g. construction parking/storage areas, PODS) should pay fees that
compensate the County for lost meter‐revenue and permitting costs.
f. Consult with retail operators, property owners, commercial businesses and adjacent residents to
develop and evaluate on‐street parking strategies that promote parking behaviors that optimize on‐
street space utilization while minimizing adverse impacts upon adjacent residential areas.
g. Encourage the voluntary removal of off‐street surface parking in excess of zoning requirements in
those residential areas where on‐street parking is utilized at 60 percent or less.
h. Develop regulations that restrict the creation of multiple driveway curb cuts for single‐family
residential properties unless a second curb cut is determined to be necessary for safety reasons.
a. Continue to implement the RPP program as established and re‐enacted by the County Board in 2005.
b. Review all new requests for residential permit parking and time, permit zone area changes to blocks
currently in the residential permit parking program.
c. Provide an effective process for initiating and processing requests to reduce zone sizes when it will
facilitate elimination of cross‐zone commuting.
d. Create a mechanism by which residents of RPPP areas can petition the County to allow two‐hour
parking by non‐residents on their street.
e. Evaluate on a periodic basis, the effectiveness of the Residential Permit Parking Program in response
to on‐going private and public infill development.
a. Enact the appropriate ordinance amendments to install and implement multi‐space parking meters
and/or other current technology, including pay by cell phone technology to increase efficiency and
payment options for customers.
b. Establish 85% as an ideal on‐street occupancy rate in areas of high demand outside the RPP zones so
that the curb space is operating as efficiently as possible.
c. Develop practices, including variable pricing policies, time limitations and legally permissible use
designations that will optimize the usage of the curb space in commercial areas.
d. Create a pilot project in one Metro station area to test the effectiveness of the variable pricing policy.
e. Extend the hours of meters when appropriate, and add meters where necessary, in commercial
districts where restaurants and other businesses generate nighttime or weekend demand that
oversubscribes the on‐street parking supply. Similarly the hours and rates of meters should be reduced
when demand falls significantly below the 85% occupancy standard. When determining appropriateness,
consult with businesses and residents and according to developed criteria. Take into account
demonstrated demand, nature of nearby land uses, the availability of alternative parking options,
including nighttime and weekend paid parking, and any other relevant factors. Match the meter time
limits with the desired duration of parking in the district.
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Implementation Actions
f. Develop and implement communications strategies to ensure that users of metered spaces can easily
understand pricing in effect for a given meter.
g. Use pricing and time restrictions, when appropriate, to allocate the duration of curb side uses in a
manner tailored to the extent of demand. When determining appropriateness, consult with local
businesses and residents. Curb usage should be free when the demand for the curb is lower than the
supply; time restrictions should be used to balance curb usage between various users in low demand
areas; curb usage should be prioritized and appropriate fees charged in high‐demand areas.

Performance Measures for On-Street Parking (Policies 1 through 5):
• Reduce the frequency of complaints regarding malfunctioning parking meters and strive to achieve 100% repair of malfunctioning meters within 24
hours after a complaint is received.
• Seek to achieve an average 85% occupancy level of on‐street parking in metered areas throughout the hours of meter operation in each commercial
and high‐density district, based on periodic occupancy surveys. (Note that optimization of occupancy levels will require tools such as variable pricing.)
• Annually track the parking meter violation rates within commercial and high‐density districts and seek to reduce rates below the year 2007‐2009
average levels.
• Regularly monitor resident awareness of the existence and methods to use new on‐street parking technologies (multi‐space meters, iPark, pay by cell,
etc) and seek to achieve at least a 50% awareness level by 2013 with annual increases of at least 5% a year.
• Annually track the number of residential blocks participating in the Residential Permit Parking Program.
For Off-Street Parking:
Policies
Policy 6. Ensure that
minimum parking needs
are met and excessive
parking is not built. Divert
resources saved by
reducing excess off‐street
parking to other
community benefits.

Implementation Actions
a. Continue the practice of using the Zoning Ordinance to establish the appropriate minimum offstreet parking
requirements for by‐right buildings. Use the parking ratios specified in the Zoning Ordinance (which are based in trip
generation studies, partly modified by anticipated modal shift) as a starting point for evaluating off‐street parking needs in
special exception projects.
b. Determine off‐street parking demand in special exception projects based on the expected travel pattern of users of the
site. Factors influencing parking demand include TDM measures affecting the site, local market pricing and management
of the parking facility, access to infrastructure and services for public transit and alternative modes, density and the land
use mix both on‐site and in the area. In establishing the approved parking level for a site, consider the parking demand and
parking supply in the immediate area (generally within 1/8th mile of the site), and constraints and efficiencies of parking
construction at the project site.
c. Provide County‐owned off‐street public parking only as appropriate to support other County goals and policies (such as
economic development, historic preservation, affordable housing) when on‐street parking spaces in the area are frequently
over‐subscribed and proximate publicly accessible privately‐owned lots or garages are often close to capacity or otherwise
inaccessible.
d. Develop design guidelines for public spaces in garages to address such features as layout, lighting, accessibility, signage
and appearance to assure that the facilities provide for the safety, convenience and comfort of users.
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Policies

Policy 7. Discourage off‐
street surface parking,
particularly when it is
located between the curb
and the building face.

Implementation Actions
e. Consider how garages may need to be upgraded to provide facilities for emerging technologies such as plug‐in electric
vehicles.
f. Revise zoning requirements to reduce the number of some required parking spaces in direct proportion to the
conversion of spaces to bicycle, motorcycle/scooter or reserved high‐occupant vehicle use.
g. Encourage parking built in excess of minimum site needs to be managed to enable shared parking and a possible
reduction in the parking requirements for nearby parcels.
h. Ensure that parking levels approved below those amounts set forth in the Zoning Ordinance are ameliorated by shared
parking agreements, increased TDM contributions, and/or similar alternative mitigations and community benefits.
i. Study existing parking ratio requirements and TDM measures and practices to determine if adjustments should be made
based upon expected need.
j. Develop a process that would allow a two percent (2%) range within which the amount of parking could be adjusted
administratively, after County Board approval, to accommodate typical design modifications that during final engineering
and construction affect the quality of some parking spaces, where an applicant demonstrates a good‐faith effort to meet
the approved parking conditions and where the project otherwise meets the standards and agreements for parking
configuration.
k. Support an on‐going research program to assess the appropriate parking supply for the Countyʹs diverse types of
neighborhoods and unique mixed land uses and to add to the understanding of the parking dynamics in the County.
Include in this program periodic surveys of property managers or garage operators to collect data on garage utilization.
a. Discourage off‐street surface parking located between the curb and the building face for special exception and County
projects, especially within the primary transit corridors and other highly walkable areas.
b. Incorporate appropriate additional restrictions, where feasible, on surface lots in high‐density and medium‐density by‐
right zoning districts and along arterial streets.
c. Require direct access from building entrances to public sidewalks in lower‐density districts, while allowing placement of
appropriately‐screened parking lots to the side or rear of buildings. Determine whether ordinance changes may be needed
to promote direct sidewalk access in all newly‐constructed commercial and multi‐family buildings.
d. Study best practices for regulating off‐street surface parking in low‐density residential areas to determine if additional
regulations could protect neighborhood character and sustainability.
e. Encourage the voluntary removal of imperviously‐paved surface parking area, which is in excess of the zoning
requirements, where ample, safe on‐street parking is available.

Policy 8. Allow reduced
parking space
requirements for new
development in close
proximity to frequent
transit service and
exemplary access by non‐

a. Ensure that, with special exception projects, adequate and appropriate parking is provided for the anticipated drivers of
single‐occupant vehicles (SOV), carpools and vanpools, and use conditions and measures that support and encourage the
use of alternative modes of transportation.
b. Approve special exception projects with reduced quantities of parking only where TDM measures are provided in
keeping with County Board‐approved guidelines and where the specific circumstances make reduced parking appropriate.
TDM strategies should ensure that increased use of alternative modes of transportation and decreased use of private
vehicles is consistent with the magnitude of reduction from the by‐right parking requirement in the Zoning Ordinance.
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motorized travel modes
and car‐sharing vehicles.
Require enhanced TDM
measures for
developments with
reduced quantities of
parking. Allow site plan
and use permit
developments to
cooperate with each other
to meet off‐street parking
requirements.
Policy 9. Maximize the
sharing of parking spaces,
including in private
parking lots and garages,
by various users
throughout the day and
night. Discourage
assigned parking. Balance
shared parking goals with
the preservation of
neighborhood character
in church, lodge and
school parking lots in
residential areas.

Implementation Actions

a. Provide adequate wayfinding signage and information dissemination to identify off‐site parking options when no on‐site
parking spaces are available.
b. Plan for shared parking when approving garage designs and selecting and installing technology, including security and
gate access equipment.
c. Identify complementary users for parking spaces to maximize utilization during 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and
encourage agreements between private owners.
d. Promote overnight sharing of spaces in office garages with local residents to support other County policies such as
affordable housing and historic preservation.
e. Facilitate the sharing of parking spaces that are underutilized at their associated use (e.g. places of worship, or lodges).
Utilize the special exception process to evaluate potential impacts upon adjacent residential areas and to establish
appropriate mitigation measures in such cases.
f. Require County owned and County leased properties in commercial areas to offer shared parking for public access after
regular hours of operation if sufficient demand for parking exists and provided that public access would not create security
concerns.
g. Allow off‐site options to satisfy part or all of the parking requirement, including off‐site parking agreements and through
in‐lieu contributions, particularly for those new developments on sites that are unsuitable for structured parking (e.g. small
sites, sites with historic preservation concerns, etc.), developments otherwise unable to meet their parking requirement on
their site, and existing developments with excess parking capacity to consider shared parking.
h. Facilitate agreements between owners of development sites within one‐eighth mile of each other to merge or pool their
parking supplies, thus taking advantage of cost and space efficiencies gained through larger garages. Allow agreements
between owners of adjacent parcels to provide for phased construction or future sharing of the garage by using knock‐out
panels. All reductions in parking requirements should be recorded in the site plans of both the “donor” building and the
“receiving” building.
i. Develop, where feasible and appropriate, additional mechanisms that will enable by‐right developments to share parking
with other developments to meet their parking requirement.
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Policy 10. Encourage the
separation (“unbundling”)
of the price of parking
from the price of owning,
renting or leasing a
housing or office unit.
Discourage subsidized
parking for residents or
commuters.

Implementation Actions
j. Encourage, in areas with insufficient parking resources, visitor and customer parking spaces provided by commercial or
mixed‐use developments be expanded to be available for public use to the extent that it does not interfere with the
intended use.
k. Discourage non‐residential developments from reserving spaces (for example by nesting spaces) for specific tenants or
user groups. Limit the amount of parking spaces reserved for individuals to no more than 20% of the total parking supply.
l. Create a web‐based information network through which motorists can locate, in real time, those
public garages and on‐street parking areas with empty parking spaces. Create a pilot project in a
commercial district in cooperation with the private sector to test the effectiveness of such a
system. Provide additional public parking wayfinding signage within and approaching
commercial districts as an interim step towards achieving real‐time parking availability displays.
m. Build, maintain and/or operate public parking facilities only when a community parking need (including needs of
County facilities and of private retail establishments) is not adequately addressed through on‐street parking or the private
provision of off‐street parking. On County operated parking lots and structures, maximize availability to the public,
prioritize spaces for users of County and APS facilities and maximize efficiency and shared use, with a target of 90%
occupancy. Use market‐based pricing as a primary tool to achieve efficient use and allocation of spaces. Also consider such
factors as adjacent on‐street meter costs, recovery of maintenance costs, service to the primary use of the site and
management of after hour community demands
when setting appropriate fees in publically‐operated parking garages and lots.
a. Evaluate offering to County employees who work in areas where paid parking is the norm and where a range of viable
travel options exist, parking at market rates, an equivalent tax‐free transit/vanpool benefit or a “cash out” payment equal
to the market rate of parking if the employees choose to not use the provided space or transit benefit.
b. Encourage unbundled parking in residential facilities funded with County subsidies. Work with federal, state and non‐
profit partners to eliminate regulatory barriers to unbundled parking for committed affordable and supportive housing
projects.
c. Encourage unbundled parking in special exception office development projects. Where appropriate, craft conditions that
encourage unbundling at the level of the employee and discourage subsidy to them. When that is not feasible, craft
conditions that at least encourage unbundling of parking costs at the building tenant level. Develop standard site plan
condition language to achieve this goal.
d. Encourage unbundled parking, and discourage lease or sale of the parking at a subsidized price, in special exception
residential developments within ¼ mile of a Metro station or major transit facility. At a minimum, encourage building
owners to allow residents who are assigned parking to sublet the parking space to another user and recoup the cost. In
condominium buildings, ensure that parking spaces can be separately subleased or sold and that the
condominium owners association can own parking spaces and rent them to residents and building visitors. Develop
standard site plan condition language to achieve this goal.
e. Encourage unbundled parking in special exception residential projects not within ¼ mile of a Metro station or major
transit facility, when it is not likely to result in overspill onto unmetered on‐street parking.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

47

Policies

Policy 11. Reduce or
eliminate parking
requirements for
specialized projects near
transit nodes when they
advance related County
transportation goals, such
as lowering the cost of
transit‐proximate housing
dedicated to those who
cannot afford a private
vehicle, making available
underground space for a
new subway entrance, or
adding retail amenities to
a transit stop. Tailor TDM
measures for such
projects appropriately.
Policy 12. Provide
opportunities for off‐site
parking provision in
commercial centers
through the
establishment of
programs in which a
property owner pays a fee
to the County or another
parking provider in lieu of
providing all required
spaces on‐site.

Implementation Actions
f. Study building construction and parking management best practices for promoting unbundled parking and share findings
with the development industry. Examples include placing building access control between the parking area and the rest of
a building so that non‐residents can park in the garage and not have access to the building, or developing condominium
rules that allow rental of parking spaces to those from outside the building.
g. Study the effects of unbundling on automobile ownership and usage, housing affordability and its impacts on nearby
streets and neighborhoods.
a. Develop guidelines for adjustment of parking requirements for affordable housing and other unique projects near transit
nodes when adequate TDM measures and transit support are provided. Incorporate these guidelines into a County Board‐
approved parking policy document. Reduce or eliminate parking requirements as appropriate in accordance with these
guidelines.
b. Work with federal, state and non‐profit partners to reduce or eliminate any regulatory parking requirements for
committed affordable or supportive housing near transit.
c. Use comprehensive planning processes such as sector planning efforts to identify special opportunities for development
with reduced or eliminated parking requirements.

a. Allow developers to pay in‐lieu fees for provision of offsite
parking spaces where appropriate, generally in conjunction with then existing plans and procedures for the use of such
fees.
b. Develop a County plan to fund the construction of additional parking spaces in new developments at identified locations
to provide public parking. Such public parking spaces would be paid for through payment of in‐lieu fees from previously‐
approved or future developments and would serve the tenants/visitors of these developments. Spaces should not be
reserved for specific tenants or tenant groups.
c. Review the effectiveness of the in‐lieu fee program on a regular basis and make adjustment to the program, including
revisions to the fee amounts, to ensure that the spaces are being provided in the most cost‐efficient manner.
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Policy 13. Provide travel
options for persons with
disabilities through
reserved access to curb
space and dedicated off‐
street parking, with
enforcement.

Implementation Actions
a. Assure that the County’s policies are in keeping with the latest ADA standards and guidelines and the policies evolve as
new federal ADA guidance is issued.
b. Continue to dedicate on‐street parking for persons with disabilities in high‐usage commercial districts and upon request
elsewhere where appropriate and when the County’s criteria are met. When appropriate, provide a passenger loading area,
with handicap‐accessible curb ramp, that can serve paratransit vehicle loading at new high‐rise residential buildings.
c. Continue to work through the development process to ensure that required accessible parking is provided on‐site and
that at least some adjacent on‐street spaces are designed to be usable by persons with disabilities.

Performance Measures for Off-Street Parking (Policies 6 through 13):
• Achieve at least a 70% awareness level by retail and restaurant patrons of the publicly available off‐street parking facilities in the County’s
commercial/mixed‐use districts as measured by periodic community surveys.
• Achieve a 90% occupancy level of the public and private garages during their peak hours.
• For buildings with TDM programs, reduce the percentage of employees who receive a full or partial parking subsidy from their employers by at least ½
a percentage point each year from a 2009‐2010 baseline condition to be established, as recorded by surveys of employers.
• Regularly track the percentage of parking spaces within garages that are unbundled.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

49

Master Transportation Plan – Pedestrian Element
Adopted: July 2008
Purpose and Structure of the Master Transportation Plan – Pedestrian Element
The Pedestrian Element of the Master Transportation Plan identifies policy changes that could further support walking as a safe, convenient, and desirable
means of traveling throughout Arlington County. The Pedestrian Element recognizes that “an exemplary walking environment will be critical in achieving
Arlington’s community goals for effective transportation, clean environment, healthy citizenry, and a vibrant economy.” The document calls for “substantial
investment in the pedestrian network,” especially when it comes to upgrading sidewalks for accessibility, enhancing pedestrian safety, and bridging physical
gaps in sidewalk infrastructure. As of 2008, 20% of local streets lack a complete sidewalk (pg. 3). The Pedestrian Element places particular emphasis on
pedestrian enhancement projects in and around transit stations, schools, public buildings, and high-density and/or retail areas.
Pedestrian Element policies are grouped into five categories: “completing the walkway network, making the walkway network accessible for all, improving
pedestrian safety, increasing walking, and maintaining the walkway system.” Appendix B outlines potential ranking criteria that could be used to assess
sidewalk/pedestrian improvement projects in the years ahead.
Pedestrian Element Policies and Implementation Actions:
Policies
Complete the Walkway Network
Policy 1. Complete the walkway
network with appropriately lit, ADA‐
accessible sidewalks along both sides
of arterial streets and at least one side
of neighborhood streets – plan for
well‐defined exceptions where
sidewalks are expected to be omitted.
Emphasize projects within priority
pedestrian zones near schools, transit
stops and commercial centers.
Develop and evaluate criteria and use
them, along with identified needs, to
prioritize the funding of proposed
construction and improvement
projects.

Implementation Actions
a. Prioritize sidewalk construction and improvement projects by using an established sidewalk selection
criteria and point system (see Appendix B – Sidewalk Project Ranking Criteria).
b. Complete the walkway network in the Priority Pedestrian Zones (“PPZs”). Complete a comprehensive and
connected network of continuous, safe, functional, and ADA‐accessible pedestrian walkways within: 0.25 miles
of public bus stops, 0.5 mile of all Metrorail station entrances and, County facilities, and neighborhood retail
centers, and 1.0 mile of all public schools.
c. Incorporate new sidewalk construction and needed upgrades to existing walkways in all County facilities and
street improvement projects. Allow for limited exemptions to sidewalk requirements where conditions warrant
and safe alternative walking arrangements can be provided (see Appendix C‐ Sidewalk Exemption Policy for
details). While the County will work closely with the affected neighborhoods, at times County‐initiated
projects for needed improvements will need to proceed even without full community support in order to
ensure the health, safety and welfare of all its residents.
d. Assess street lighting along bus routes and in residential areas within a half mile of retail commercial areas
to ensure that it is sufficient and scaled to make pedestrians feel secure when walking at night. This will
encourage more pedestrian activity and reinforce “Neighborhood Watch” efforts.
e. Complete a GIS database of sidewalks, curb ramps, and crosswalks, and use this information to identify
pedestrian network needs and measure progress in meeting this Pedestrian Element’s objectives. Use the
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Policy 2. Improve walkway
connectivity through the creation of
new pedestrian and bicycle pathways
where existing travel routes are
indirect and the creation of new
connecting streets is not feasible.
Provide or encourage additional safe
pedestrian facilities where
pedestrians are found to travel, such
as short cuts.

Implementation Actions
database and established criteria to develop a list of potential projects and establish their relative priorities for
funding.
f. Plant trees within street and highway right‐of‐way and act to preserve mature trees that could be affected by
street and sidewalk construction projects.
a. Construct multi‐use trails or paved walkways on existing public rights‐of‐way that will improve the
directness and comfort of pedestrian routes between residential areas and commercial centers and transit
stops.
b. Construct new grade‐separated pedestrian facilities where they fill a safety need (such as crossing a limited‐
access roadway) and can be convenient and accessible for all users from the street grade. Generally such
facilities are desired where they function as pedestrian links across what would otherwise be barriers to
pedestrian travel.
c. Utilize the site plan, Unified Residential Development, special exceptions and subdivision processes to
acquire easements for paved walkways that can provide significant improvements in the connectivity of the
walkway system.

Performance Measures (Policies 1 and 2):
• Annually track the percent reduction in the presence of gaps in an accessible sidewalk system.
• Annually track the cumulative lengths of sidewalk along: 1) arterial, 2) neighborhood and 3) commercial streets that are built or reconstructed.
Policies
Implementation Actions
Make the Pedestrian Network Fully Accessible and Convenient for All Users
Policy 3. Upgrade existing
a. Update the County design and construction standards and ADA Transition Plan as needed to remain current
infrastructure to comply with current with evolving national ADA design standards for streets, roadways, and trails. Include new details in the
accessibility standards.
Arlington County Roadway Construction Standards manual and Arlington County Streetscape Standards.
b. Initiate a program to inventory and relocate pedestrian obstructions in Priority Pedestrian Zones and along
arterial roadways. Because relocation of certain obstructions, such as utility poles, is very costly, initial
relocation activities should focus on traffic signs, parking meters, street furniture, vending boxes, commercial
signs and similar easily‐moved objects.
c. Focus on achieving ADA compliance of the sidewalk and other pedestrian facilities within a quarter mile of
bus stops by replacement of noncompliant curb ramps, removal of sidewalk barriers, installation of level
surfaces, upgrades to traffic signals and sidewalk maintenance.
d. Provide pedestrian wayfinding signs and other types of guidance information around Metrorail stations, in
areas that visitors typically frequent, and in places or routes in locations where pedestrian navigation is
difficult.
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Policy 4. Encourage sidewalk cafes
and other streetscape enhancements
in the sidewalk. Locate private
encroachments in the sidewalk area
with sensitivity to sidewalk width, to
historic structures, and to other
obstructions, and subject to periodic
review. Safe and convenient
pedestrian travel should not be
impeded.

Policy 5. Provide straight, level,
unimpeded and appropriately‐
designated pedestrian travel
whenever feasible. For example,
pedestrian crossings at intersections
should generally follow the center line
of the sidewalk, and newly‐
constructed driveways across
pedestrian facilities are expected to
provide unobstructed pedestrian
passage.

Implementation Actions
a. Design streets to be comfortable and interesting places that pedestrians will want to walk along and linger
upon. Encourage the establishment of appropriately‐located street side retail establishments including
sidewalk cafes, street vendors and first floor shops to help enliven streets.
b. Design and implement comfortable and enjoyable public plazas and spaces with appropriate lighting,
plantings, furniture and other amenities.
c. Plant and maintain street trees in the utility/planting strips and on medians where appropriate.
d. Utilize Zoning Ordinance and site plan conditions to require owners of restaurants to ensure the café spaces
in public sidewalks do not encroach into sidewalk clear zones and ensure that café spaces are demarked with
detectable barriers.
e. Control the location of newspaper vendor boxes and permit the relocation of such boxes if they are placed in
sidewalk clear zones or otherwise obstruct pedestrian travel.
f. County staff should remove, from the public right‐of‐way, fences, vending carts, parked vehicles and other
private property that is found to obstruct visibility or travel on public walkways at the owner’s expense if
possible.
a. Consider marking mid‐block crosswalks in those locations where pedestrian crossings are frequent, sight
visibility is good and adequate advance signage can be provided.
b. Refine roadway and pedestrian facility design standards, and experiment with new treatments oriented
toward improving pedestrian safety.
c. Physically improve streets and crossings to enhance pedestrian safety at and near designated school bus
stops to enable safer student access to school‐provided transportation.

Performance Measures (Policies 3 through 5):
• Track on an annual basis, the number of physical obstructions that have been removed from the public walkway network.
• Measure compliance towards achieving a fully accessible walkways network by 2025.
Policies
Improve Pedestrian Safety
Policy 6. Use measures including
street redesign and enforcement
aimed at changing motorist behavior
to manage vehicular speeds and
minimize vehicle/pedestrian conflicts.

Implementation Actions
a. Use appropriate lane widths and curb return radii as part of street construction projects to manage traffic
speeds and reduce the length and difficulty of pedestrian crossings.
b. Implement Neighborhood Traffic Calming projects, using traffic circles, curb radius reductions, nubs (curb
extensions), speed humps, and other appropriate measures, as means to reduce traffic speeding and enhance
safety in neighborhoods.
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Policy 7. Undertake ongoing
pedestrian safety education and
outreach activities with emphasis on
addressing the populations with the
greatest needs.

Policy 8. Reconstruct arterial
roadways to manage travel speeds,
expand sidewalk area, and improve
the safety and accessibility of
pedestrian crossings where
appropriate. At‐grade crossings are
preferred over grade‐separated
crossings except at limited‐access
highways or where extreme
topography exists.

Implementation Actions
c. Implement special treatments including enhanced signage, high‐visibility markings, pedestrian‐activated
signals, and audible devices to assist pedestrian crossings at locations with substantial pedestrian safety
concerns.
d. Work with local legislators to obtain amendments to the Code of Virginia to clarify the actions required of
pedestrians and motorists, especially regarding pedestrian right of way in crosswalks, on sidewalks, and at
mid‐block crossings.
e. Evaluate pedestrian crash reports to develop an understanding of the current nature and location of
pedestrian crashes and develop countermeasures where possible.
f. Prioritize traffic law enforcement activity towards locations and times when most pedestrian crashes take
place. Focus on red light violations by motorists, failure to yield to pedestrians at intersections and in
crosswalks, right‐turn‐on‐red violations, speeding, and jaywalking.
a. Utilize school‐based programs to educate all Arlington students about walking, bicycling and traffic safety.
b. Develop and distribute multilingual safety education materials directed toward those who are most at risk
of injuries.
c. Support and coordinate with the Street Smart or other pedestrian safety campaigns that reach across the
Washington region.
d. Produce and regularly communicate locally‐oriented pedestrian service messages to further emphasize the
local interest in safety and respect of all street users.
e. Encourage pedestrians to wear reflective clothing or accessories when walking at night.
f. Expand existing efforts to teach proper user etiquette and safe operating behavior on shared‐use trails.
a. Reconstruct arterial roadways using measures identified in the Arterial Traffic Management Study to
enhance sidewalks, minimize vehicle speeds in excess of the posted speed limit and pedestrian crossing
distances.
b. On an ongoing basis, assess and adjust traffic signals to ensure that they provide adequate crossing time
for safe travel by all pedestrians. Pay particular attention to intersections that have large numbers of children,
elderly, and disabled pedestrians.
c. Install nubs (curb extensions) where appropriate to reduce pedestrian crossing distances and increase
visibility for both motorists and pedestrians.
d. Address conflicts between right‐turning vehicles and pedestrians that may result from free right‐turn slip
lanes or right‐turns‐on‐red through street reconstruction and/or prohibition of right turns on red.
e. Assess the impact of insufficient lighting as a factor in pedestrian crashes. As needed, install supplemental
street lights to ensure that lighting meets Arlington and national standards along both sides of all arterial
streets.
f. Utilize the County’s crosswalks guidance (as provided in Section IV.) to identify where and how best
crosswalks should be marked for maximum visibility, compliance and overall traffic safety.
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Performance Measures (Policies 6 through 8):
• Annually track the number of pedestrian‐motor vehicle collisions and resulting injuries with a goal of simultaneously achieving a reduction of
injuries and an increase in pedestrian activity. (pg. 8)
• Track the number of students, residents and visitors that are exposed to the pedestrian safety education campaigns. Seek to achieve annual
exposure levels of 80% or more of the local population. (pg. 8)
Policies
Increase Walking
Policy 9. Develop promotional
strategies to encourage more people
to walk more often – with specific
programs and events directed
towards the needs of students held at
least once a year.

Policy 10. Collect pedestrian data on
County streets and trails on an annual
basis.
Policy 11. Construct missing
sidewalks and upgrade street
crossings within school walking zones
to provide school children and those
who walk with them safe and
enjoyable walking routes to school.

Implementation Actions
a. Develop promotion strategies geared to increase pedestrian travel for nonwork trips such as errands and
shopping. Address issues such as transport of goods and packages and small children; time management; trip
chaining; and changes in weather. Develop incentive and reward programs.
b. Expand partnerships with historic, cultural, art, health‐promotion and tourism organizations to promote
more recreational walking in Arlington. Develop thematic walking tours, events and related programs and
market them through materials, such as brochures and Web pages.
c. Support efforts by Parent Teacher Associations and other school‐based groups to encourage students and
parents to walk or bike rather than drive to schools.
d. Create wayfinding sign systems for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists and integrate with the existing
information systems established for ART, Metrobus, Metrorail, and car‐share operations.
a. Collect data on walking activity through County‐wide travel and transit access surveys, and by physical
counts of pedestrians at selected locations on at least an annual basis.
b. Conduct County‐wide school transportation surveys and develops modal profiles of student teacher and
staff trips to and from school on an annual schedule.
a. Develop an ongoing Safe Routes to School program utilizing new federal funding and County revenue to
support a comprehensive approach including education, enforcement, encouragement, and engineering
interventions. This program should build on the existing Safe Routes to School initiative and should be
developed in conjunction with the Arlington Police Department and the Arlington County Schoolsʹ
administrators and school principals, teachers, parents, and students. Include every public and most private
schools located in the County.
b. Utilize the Arlington Streetscape Standards to design and construct streets and walkways that are
comfortable and attractive places that encourage walking. Where possible, plant trees along streets, in
adjacent yards, on parkland and public plazas as a measure to shade walkways and increase the scenic beauty
of Arlington’s public spaces.

Performance Measures (Policies 9 through 11):
• In the year 2008, establish baseline pedestrian usage rates for transportation trips using resident trip diaries and other measures. Seek to achieve
goal of raising the pedestrian transportation travel rate by 0.5 percentage point each year after 2008.
• Track the amount of resources directed to spent on WALKArlington encouragement and marketing programs, and the numbers of customers
served by WALKArlington events, services, Web site, etc. Seek to achieve annual increases in program activity.
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•
•

Establish strategic sidewalks and trails locations where pedestrians are counted several times annually and track the changes in pedestrian traffic
over time.
By 2015 achieve 50 percent bike/walk to school rate for students living within the school bike/walk zones (typically a one‐mile radius from school).

Policies
Implementation Actions
Operate and Maintain Pedestrian Facilities to a High‐Quality Standard
Policy 12. Conduct walkway
a. Conduct plan review and construction management of private and public construction projects to maintain
maintenance promptly to ensure that existing accessible sidewalks whenever possible. Follow ADA design guidelines to identify appropriate
treatments for accessible pedestrian detour routes when existing sidewalks must be closed for safety reasons.
sidewalks remain usable for all.
b. Conduct regular inspections of sidewalks and trails and undertake timely maintenance and repair of
damaged surfaces.
c. Conduct regular inspection and repair of street lights along County streets and undertake
repair/replacement as needed.
d. Consider enactment of a snow removal ordinance and enforcement mechanism from public sidewalks.
With, or without a snow removal ordinance, a program should be undertaken to alert property owners and
occupants to clear snow from their sidewalks in a timely manner.
e. Conduct a review of all the grade‐separated public pedestrian facilities to clarify the roles and
responsibilities of the County, State and private property owners for each facility. Agreements should be
entered into for any facilities that currently are not subject to agreements.
f. Enforce the County Code by which property owners are required to remove or trim back all landscaping that
obstructs a public walkway. If private property owners fail to adequately control their vegetation the County
should undertake the work and bill the property owner.
g. Schedule regular training for County planning and engineering staff with an emphasis on updates for
maintenance, operation, and design policies.
Performance Measures (Policy 12):
• Endeavor to address all pedestrian safety hazards within 24 hours of their identification and post appropriate detours or public safety warnings
when immediate repairs are infeasible.
• Conduct sidewalk inspections on a continuous basis in commercial areas and a three‐year cycle in residential areas and conduct repairs
accordingly.
• Endeavor to clear snow from sidewalks at County facilities and on County‐maintained bridges and special walkways within 24 hours after end of a
snowfall.
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Prioritizing Projects:
“Proposed new sidewalk construction projects to be evaluated based upon scores received using the following criteria and scoring schedule. Score is
determined by accumulated point total. Generally, these criteria are used only for evaluating projects to construct new sidewalk spanning at least one block in
length.”
A. Sidewalk Context Connectivity:
• No existing sidewalks (3 points)
• Partial sidewalk exists (2 points)
• Sidewalks on adjacent block (1 point)
• Existing sidewalk narrow or obstructed (1 point)
B. Proximity to Attractors/Facilities:
• Distance to Metrorail station (within ¼ mile = 2 points, within ½ mile = 1
point)
• Distance to school bus stop (within ¼ mile = 1 point)
• Distance to Metrobus stop (within ¼ mile = 1 point)
• Distance to a school (within ¼ mile = 2 points, within ½ mile = 1 point)
• Distance to shopping/office center (within ¼ mile = 1 point)
• Distance to a church with a preschool (within ¼ mile = 1 point)
• Distance to civic building or park (within ¼ mile = 1 point)
C. Street Traffic:
• Presence of on-street parking (yes = 1 point)
• Posted speed limit (30 mph or greater = 1 point)
• Existence of an identified speeding problem using NTC standards (yes = 1
point)
• Daily traffic volume of 5,000 vehicles or more (yes = 2 points)
• Daily traffic volume of 1,000 to 4,999 vehicles (yes = 1 point)

D. Land Use (GLUP) Designation:
• Residential with 11 or more dwelling units/acre (yes = 2 points)
• Commercial/Mixed use (yes = 2 points)
• Office/Apartment/Hotel (yes = 1 point)
E. Related Projects:
• Combined with previously planned street work (yes = 1 point)
• Adjacent private development approved (yes = 1 point)
F. Community Support, Cost & Environmental Impact:
• Right-of-way is available (yes = 1 point)
• Minimal impact upon healthy trees (yes = 1 point)
• Minimal cut & fill required (yes = 1 point)
• Strong support from neighbors (yes = 1 point)

Total = ____________ points
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Master Transportation Plan – Streets Element
Adopted: February 2011
Plan Purpose
The Master Transportation Plan (MTP) Streets Element focuses on multi‐modal use of public streets and rights‐of‐way. Streets have traditionally been seen as
the domain of the automobile but are essential facilities for nearly all forms of transportation including individual and mass transit, taxicabs, bicyclists and
pedestrians. Moreover, our local streets are not just transportation facilities they also serve as and shape many of our community’s most public spaces. The
purpose of the Streets Element of the MTP is to provide a framework for addressing and managing these often‐conflicting street uses.
MTP Streets Element
• Principles Underpinnings for Streets Element’s objectives and recommendations (4).
• Objectives focus that guidance into specific actions (5).
• Policies are the formal statements of action needed to achieve the strategies (14).
MTP Streets Element Principles
• Make the best use of existing streets and rights‐of‐way to move people, goods, and services safely and efficiently.
• Protect travelers and neighborhoods from traffic speeds that are incompatible with adjacent uses and can result in traffic crashes with personal injuries
and property damage.
• Incorporate environmental considerations into every street‐related decision to effect a positive change in the environment and public health, and
respect the existing character of local neighborhood streets.
• Establish attractive streets that are compatible with the surrounding community.
Objectives
A Well-Connected
Network of Streets
Compatible with
Adjacent Land Uses

Policies
1) Utilize the plan’s typology of arterial and local streets to guide street planning, management, design and
construction/reconstruction. The typology identifies categories of streets which are primarily assigned with relation to the
types of land use found along them. Each street type should support the general policies of complete streets and the
compatibility of transportation design with adjacent land uses.
2) Maintain and enhance a grid‐style street network. Facilitate desired creation, realignment or relocation of existing streets as
appropriate, including through vacation of existing and acquisition of new street right‐of‐way. Enhance the connectivity of
the existing street network by constructing new streets with redevelopment of large blocks and avoiding permanent closures
or other reductions in street connectivity. Whenever feasible, new streets should be publicly‐owned. Privately‐owned streets
should have in place agreements with the County regarding their maintenance and provision for public access. Seek to
manage privately-owned streets in the same manner as those publicly‐owned, including such areas as parking regulation.
3) Expect service alleys and off‐street delivery/loading zones in all new commercial, mixed use and high‐density residential
developments. Minimize the number and size of curb cuts for new developments, particularly along arterial streets. Place
curb cuts where pedestrian volume is lowest.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

57

Complete Streets
that Accommodate
All Users and
Encourage
Alternatives to
Driving

4) Include the appropriate facilities to meet the needs of bicyclists, pedestrians, transit riders, motorists and freight movements
as part of all County street and facility improvement projects. Operate arterial and local streets in a manner that balances
the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and motorists in the right‐of‐way. Utilize the principles of Safe Routes to
School in designing and operating streets in the vicinity of Arlington schools.
5) Accommodate travel growth through shifts to non‐automobile modes and improved management of the existing streets
rather than the addition of significant new street capacity. Reconstruct streets within the existing right‐of‐way except where
additional space is needed for safety and operational improvements such as sidewalks, transit facilities, crosswalks, bike
lanes, and left‐hand turn facilities. Alter circulation direction and alignment of streets as appropriate to address safety,
pedestrian access or traffic circulation needs.
6) Expand High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Incentives to additional roadways and bridges such as Jefferson Davis Highway
(Route 110) and the 14th Street Bridge, to encourage greater carpooling and transit use on regional roadways. Ensure that
High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lane implementation does not negatively affect the efficiency of existing transit and carpooling.

Manage Streets to
Reduce Injuries and
Eliminate Fatalities
Sustained in Traffic
Crashes

7) Design neighborhood streets to control travel speeds. Permit those streets with relatively low traffic volumes (under 1,500
vehicles per day) and single family developments to be narrowed and operate as “yield streets”. Implement additional
neighborhood traffic calming, sometimes including street narrowing on streets with defined speeding problems. Involve local
residents and neighbors in the design of street modifications (including, but not limited to parking)
8) Design streets to generally favor lower vehicle speeds without impeding or diverting existing vehicle volumes. Reduce lanes
where unused lane and unneeded capacity can be converted to better use of the underlying land.
9) Design and operate Arlington’s street network in a manner that balances safety to users while supporting efficient
emergency responses. Provide signal priority for emergency vehicles on arterial streets as appropriate.

Manage Streets to
Maximize Teir
Efficient Use and
Minimize LongTerm Public
Expense

10) Repave streets on approximately a 15‐year cycle, considering streets Pavement Condition Index (PCI) assessments, public
and private construction schedules and traffic volumes. Repair, rather than repave streets lacking basic improvements such
as curbs and gutters except if such streets are unlikely to have significant improvements made in the near future and annual
repair expenses are comparable or greater than a one‐time repavement cost
11) Provide adequate space within Arlington’s streets for efficient delivery of public and privately‐owned utilities. Manage utility
company use of Arlington’s streets to minimize their impacts upon the public roadway, streetscape and adjacent private
properties

Enhance the Human 12) Design and operate Arlington’s streets to be vibrant public spaces through incorporation of human scale structures and
and Natural
street furnishings, attractive landscaping, and active streetfront uses. Allow streets to be important public spaces that may
Environments
be periodically closed to traffic to permit farmers’ markets, festivals and other civic events.
13) Enhance Arlington’s natural environment through improvements to the street tree canopy by planting trees in landscape
strips and medians and by creating planting areas where they do not currently exist.
14) Reduce storm‐water runoff by minimizing the creation of additional impermeable areas and increasing the infiltration of
storm water in street‐side collection areas and through permeable pavement.
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Affordable Housing Master Plan
Adopted: September 2015
Purpose and Structure of the Affordable Housing Master Plan
The purpose of the Affordable Housing Master Plan (AHMP) is to clearly define the County’s affordable housing policy that will enable Arlington to respond to
the current and future needs of residents of all levels of income in the County. The AHMP is an element of Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan and is
intended to support the goals and policies related to land use, economic development, transportation, public facilities, and the environment. The Code of
Virginia requires that comprehensive plans address affordable housing to meet the current and future needs of residents of all levels of income in the locality.
The AHMP is structured around principles, goals, objectives and policies that support the County’s vision and affordable housing principles:
• Principles state values and ideals that define the aspirations of the County and guide the development of affordable housing policy that is articulated
in goals, objectives and policies.
• Goals are conceptual statements that express the County’s overarching views regarding the affordability, accessibility, and sustainability of its housing
supply.
• Objectives are statements of intent that set the overall direction of the County’s housing programs and services and provide the foundation for the
County’s affordable housing policies.
• Policies are the approaches or initiatives that form the basis of the County’s efforts to implement the Affordable Housing Element.
Affordable Housing Principles:
• Housing affordability is essential to achieving Arlington’s vision.
• Arlington County government will take a leadership role in addressing the community’s housing needs.
• A range of housing options should be available throughout the County affordable to persons of all income levels and needs.
• No one should be homeless.
• Housing discrimination should not exist in Arlington.
• Affordable housing should be safe and decent.
Affordable Housing Goals, Objectives and Policies:
Goals
Objectives
Arlington County
Produce and preserve a sufficient
shall have an
supply of affordable rental housing
adequate supply of to meet current and future needs. By
housing available
2040, 17.7% of the County’s housing
to meet
stock should be affordable rentals to
community needs. meet the needs of renter households
with incomes at or below 60% AMI.

Policies
Encourage the construction and preservation of affordable rental housing
through land use/zoning policy, financial and technical assistance.
Prevent the loss of committed affordable housing.
Make every reasonable effort to prevent the loss of market-rate affordable
rental housing.
Encourage and incentivize the distribution of affordable housing throughout the
County.
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Goals

Arlington County
shall ensure that
all segments of the
community have
access to housing.

Objectives

Produce and preserve a sufficient
supply of affordable ownership
housing to meet future needs. 2,700
ownership units affordable to
households between 80% and 120%
AMI will need to be created by 2040
to fulfill the forecasted need.
Affirmatively further fair housing
Ensure low- and moderate-income
individuals and families can access
housing.

Prevent and end homelessness

Policies
Encourage affordability periods of 60 years or more for committed affordable
rental projects where the County provides financial assistance
Incentivize affordability below 60% AMI in committed affordable rental
projects.
Remove barriers to the production of moderately-priced rental housing,
including non-subsidized housing.
Encourage production and preservation of family-sized (e.g. 3+ bedroom)
market-rate and committed affordable rental units.
Produce committed affordable rental units within transit corridors consistent
with the County’s adopted land use plans and policies
Explore flexibility in housing types and residential uses in single-family
neighborhoods.
Incentivize the production of moderately-priced ownership housing through
land use and zoning policy.
Encourage production and preservation of family-sized (e.g. 3+bedroom)
moderately-priced ownership units.
Explore flexibility in housing types and residential uses in single-family
neighborhoods.
Eliminate housing discrimination.
Allow for flexibility in the definitions of family and household for occupancy
purposes.
Enable access to housing through direct rental assistance for households with
incomes below 40 percent of the area median income.
Avoid displacement of low-income residents out of the community during
construction and redevelopment of CAF projects.
For private projects, encourage owners/developers to provide assistance to
displaced tenants and provide County assistance to affected tenants.
Incentivize landlords to provide housing to individuals and families with leasing
barriers.
Provide assistance to create access to ownership housing for moderate-income
first-time homebuyers.
Provide preference to Arlington residents and workers in leasing committed
affordable housing units and home-buyer assistance resources.
Use the best practice approach of housing first, which places people
experiencing homelessness into housing as rapidly as possible and provides
wrap around services to help them maintain their housing.
Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

60

Goals

Objectives

Enable Arlington residents to age in
the community.

Enable persons with disabilities to
live as independently as possible in
the community. By 2040 10% of all
CAFs will be accessible to and
occupied by person with disabilities.

Arlington County
shall ensure that
its housing efforts
contribute to a
sustainable
community.

Ensure that all housing is safe and
code compliant.

Promote affordable housing close to
transit.

Ensure environmental sustainability
practices are incorporated into
affordable housing developments.

Policies
Provide permanent supportive housing (PSH) for persons with disabilities who
are homeless or at-risk of homelessness.
Prevent homelessness through safety net supports and social services to enable
residents to maintain their housing.
Provide support so that older adults can age in place or age in community
through a combination of affordable and accessible housing with linkages to
services.
Incorporate universal design principles in new and rehabilitated housing to
facilitate access for aging adults.
Provide support so that individuals with disabilities can live in community
through a combination of affordable and accessible housing with linkages to
services.
Use Committed Affordable (CAF) units to provide permanent supportive
housing (PSH) for persons with disabilities.
Maintain a sufficient supply of committed affordable housing that are
accessible for persons with physical and sensory disabilities.
Fully enforce all codes related to building structure, occupancy and
maintenance.
Ensure that all committed affordable housing is code compliant.
Foster greater awareness and understanding of tenant and landlord rights and
responsibilities, and housing safety.
Provide education and financial assistance to landlords and homeowners for the
maintenance of low- and moderate-income housing.
Coordinate transportation, land use and Affordable Housing Master Planning
efforts.
Ensure that committed affordable rental units have high levels of access to
transportation options consistent with the Master Transportation Plan and
transit-oriented development.
Encourage energy efficiency in new and renovated affordable housing to
advance the goals of the Community Energy Plan (CEP).
Encourage water conservation in affordable housing.
Encourage the conservation of natural resources by reducing or eliminating
waste throughout the building’s entire life cycle, including the development
phase, the usage phase and the building’s end-of-life stage.
Provide education to landlords, tenants and homeowners on energy efficiency,
water conservation, recycling, and waste reduction activities.
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Goals

Objectives
Promote long term affordability and
financial feasibility of Committed
Affordable Units.
Ensure that the County’s affordable
housing goals are integrated into
other County plans and policies
where appropriate.

Policies
Implement affordability restrictions for the maximum length of time that is
feasible on a project-by-project basis.
Ensure financial feasibility in the underwriting of County loans for affordable
housing.
Integrate affordable housing goals and policies into County sector plans,
economic development strategies, the Master Transportation Plan and other
County planning efforts.
Consider affordable housing needs and goals when planning for major capital
investment in new or redeveloping existing major community facilities, taking
into account the neighborhood context. The County Board does not support the
placement of stand-alone affordable housing in officially designated parks or
existing natural areas.
Develop work plans and metrics to ensure implementation of affordable
housing goals and to evaluate the success of implementation efforts.
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Stormwater Master Plan:
Updated September 2014
Plan Purpose
The Stormwater Master Plan is one of the 10 plans that together make up the County’s Comprehensive Plan. Established in 1960, the purpose of the
Comprehensive Plan is to guide the coordinated and harmonious development in the County by establishing high standards for public services and facilities.
Ten plans make up the Comprehensive Plan:
• General Land Use Plan
• Master Transportation Plan
• Water Distribution System Master Plan
• Sanitary Sewer Collection System Master Plan
• Stormwater Master Plan
• Recycling Program Implementation Plan and Map
• Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance and Plan
• Public Spaces Master Plan
• Historic Preservation Master Plan
• Community Energy Plan
Plan History
The County’s Master Plans vary from general policy guidance to more detailed technical assessment and implementation strategies. The Stormwater Master
Plan is unique in that it is driven to a large extent by state and federal regulatory requirements, and therefore it focuses primarily on the implementation
strategies necessary to meet current regulatory pollution reduction targets. The Stormwater Master Plan was initially adopted in 1958 and contained an
analysis of 40 years of rainfall data and a master plan for storm sewer infrastructure. It was updated in 1996 to prioritize individual watersheds for detailed
hydrologic, hydraulic, and water quality analyses and to address new state and federal environmental laws and regulations, floodplain management issues,
concerns regarding stream valley conditions, new technology, design methods, and engineering practices.
In 2001, the County’s first Watershed Management Plan was adopted by the County Board to address a variety of ecological issues affecting Arlington’s
streams and adjacent riparian areas. This ecological and water quality information has been updated and incorporated into the current version of the
Stormwater Master Plan to provide a comprehensive framework for managing stormwater, streams, and watersheds for a planning horizon of approximately 20
years.
In 2003, the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance (CBPO), which was initially adopted in 1992, was updated to reflect new state regulations. The
Stormwater Master Plan and the CBPO are closely coordinated to provide consistent and clear direction for stormwater management and to minimize the
impact of new development and redevelopment on County streams and watersheds. Arlington County is facing a time of change for its traditional urban
stormwater system, given the increasingly stringent regulations and continuing development and growth within the County. There has been so much change
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since 1996 that an updated plan is necessary to reflect current knowledge of the existing stormwater infrastructure systems and to respond to anticipated
regulatory requirements that will directly affect Arlington’s stormwater management programs and priorities in the coming years. Arlington County is known
for its commitment to environmental leadership and this Stormwater Master Plan demonstrates the County’s intention to be innovative and proactive in
managing stormwater. This plan documents the goals and strategies needed to ensure Arlington manages stormwater comprehensively, protects public health
and safety, reduces the impact of flooding, improves the quality of the County’s streams, contributes to the health of the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay,
and demonstrates its commitment to creating a sustainable community.
Plan Elements
This Stormwater Master Plan contains an evaluation of the elements that make up the County’s Stormwater Management System. These elements include a
storm sewer capacity analysis to assess the County’s current storm sewer infrastructure, a County-wide stream assessment to evaluate stream and storm
sewer outfall conditions, and a watershed retrofit assessment that identifies locations to add new stormwater treatment facilities to help slow down and filter
stormwater runoff.
Plan Goals
The Stormwater Master Plan provides guidance to help manage stormwater, reduce urban sources of pollution, protect County streams and watersheds, and
improve the health of the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay. This plan will help constituents and decision-makers look at stormwater comprehensively to
ensure stormwater management and the health of streams and watersheds are integrated into planning and future development within the County.
Arlington has established four overarching goals that are key to an effective and sustainable stormwater management program:
1. Goal 1 —Reduce the potential for stormwater threats to public health, safety, and property
2. Goal 2 —Reduce the impacts of existing urban development and redevelopment on Arlington streams, the Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay
3. Goal 3 —Comply with state and federal regulations for stormwater, water quality and floodplain management
4. Goal 4 —Comply with County ordinances for stormwater detention, Chesapeake Bay preservation, erosion and sediment control, and floodplain
management
Strategies to meet these goals are listed below, along with specific actions that the County is taking or needs to implement over time to achieve these goals. As
technology, regulations, and community understanding of stormwater management challenges evolve and change, Arlington County will need to respond with
new strategies and actions.
Strategies
Strategy 1 —Reduce flooding risks to
public and private property

Specific Actions
Update floodplain maps as new information becomes available to reflect the best available
information about potential flood risks
Complete a storm sewer capacity analysis for all of the watersheds in Arlington’s system using
appropriate hydraulic and hydrologic simulation modeling tools
Continue to investigate both potential flood control projects and small-area drainage issues to
reduce the risk of flooding, including acquisition of property as necessary.
Continue storm sewer inspection programs
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Strategy 2 —Maintain and upgrade
stormwater infrastructure

Strategy 3 —Restore stream corridors

Strategy 4 —Improve existing
stormwater management facilities
and construct new facilities

Strategy 5 —Revise requirements for
on-site stormwater controls for
development to meet federal and
state regulations
Strategy 6 —Implement urban
housekeeping best practices such as
street sweeping and catch basin
cleaning
Strategy 7 —Provide ongoing public
outreach, education and volunteer
monitoring programs

Continue to proactively replace pipes to ensure system integrity, initially focusing on replacement of
11 miles of aging corrugated steel and terra cotta storm sewer pipes throughout the County
Acquire easements, if needed, for existing stormwater infrastructure as capital projects proceed and
other opportunities become available
Repair failing stormwater outfalls to ensure system integrity and minimize adverse impacts on
downstream properties and streams
Adopt sump pump design and discharge guidelines to help individuals resolve specific drainage
issues and to protect public health and safety
Continue to implement stream restoration projects, as identified in the County’s Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP)
Implement new State detention standards designed to protect storm sewer system capacity and
stream stability
Acquire property or easements for streams as stream restoration capital projects are implemented
Continue to implement watershed retrofits according to Stormwater Master Plan priorities and as
opportunities arise
Continue to develop design, construction, and maintenance standards for County stormwater
management facilities, including green streets
Continue to develop community engagement processes to address competing uses of street right-ofways
Maximize stormwater benefits as new County projects are developed
Pursue green infrastructure solutions related to stormwater management, including measures to
preserve and enhance tree canopy.
Adopt new Virginia stormwater management regulations for development that are required to be
incorporated into local ordinances and take effect by July 1, 2014
Review effectiveness of street sweeping and catch basin–cleaning programs and target program
implementation to maximize efficiency and effectiveness, including credits for the Chesapeake Bay
TMDL
Continue to support rigorous volunteer water quality monitoring programs
Continue to provide incentive programs like the StormwaterWise Landscapes program to encourage
private property owners to manage stormwater runoff more effectively
Continue outreach activities across all forms of media to inform and educate a broad spectrum of
County constituents about the County’s environment and the important role constituents can play in
protecting the County’s water resources
Continue programs that effectively use volunteers and other non-County resources
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Strategy 8 —Comply with MS4 permit
and Chesapeake Bay TMDL
regulations
Strategy 9 —Initiate climate
adaptation and resilience planning

Inform and engage the community about the potential impacts of climate change on the County’s
stormwater infrastructure
Provide the funds necessary to meet MS4 permit and Chesapeake Bay TMDL requirements and to
address other important stormwater infrastructure needs, like ensuring adequate capacity for flood
control, replacing aging infrastructure, and performing preventive maintenance
Begin necessary studies to assess the impacts and risks related to climate change, including more
frequent severe storms, predicted sea level rise, and potential flooding caused by hurricane storm
surge
Initial efforts should focus special attention on Arlington’s homes, businesses, and critical
infrastructure near the Potomac River and lower Four Mile Run that may be most at risk from
flooding during major hurricanes
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Community Energy Plan
Adopted: June 2013
Purpose and Structure of the Community Energy Plan
The purpose of this Community Energy Plan is to define the energy goals and describe the energy policies that will help Arlington remain economically
competitive, environmentally committed, and have secure energy sources. The Plan establishes the framework for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
in the County from 2007 carbon emissions level of 13.4 mt CO2e/capita/year, a reduction of over 70%. The CEP is the Energy element of Arlington’s
Comprehensive Plan, which sets forth the broad goals and policies of a sustainable community over the next thirty to forty years. It is intended to assist in
ensuring that development in the County occurs in a coordinated, economically competitive, energy secure, and environmentally committed manner that best
promotes the health, safety, prosperity and general welfare of the County’s residents and businesses. Accompanying the CEP is the Community Energy Plan
Implementation Framework (CEP Implementation Framework). The CEP Implementation Framework lays out the strategies that the County will deploy as well
as the tools – both existing and potential – that could be used to advance the goals and policies of the CEP.
The Code of Virginia does not require an energy element in Comprehensive Plans.
The CEP and CEP Implementation Framework is structured around goals, policies and strategies that support the County’s framework for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions:
• Goals are the six primary areas around which the County will implement the Community Energy Plan and form the basis of the CEP and CEP
Implementation Framework;
• Policies are the statements of intent or commitments made by County leadership governing the implementation of the CEP-related projects. Policies
are explained in detail in the CEP, whereas in the CEP Implementation Framework the policies are provided in summary format for context;
• Strategies, explained in the CEP Implementation Framework, represent approaches for implementation of policy and should evolve over time as new
tools emerge, new processes are designed, and the benefits and risks associated with a concept change in response to changes internal or external to
the County; and
• Tools provide the mechanisms to carry out the strategies.
Community Energy Plan Goals and Policies:
Goals
BUILDINGS

Policies

Strategies (within CEP Implementation Framework)

Goal 1:
Increase the
energy and
operational

Policy 1: By 2050, residential buildings should use
55% less energy on average (per square foot) as
compared to 2007 levels of energy use (63 kBTU per
square foot).

Strategy 1: Take advantage of the renovation process to encourage building
owners to significantly increase building energy efficiency;
Strategy 2: Encourage new buildings to be designed, constructed, and
operated more energy efficiently;
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Goals
efficiency of
all buildings.

Policies
Milestones: 2020: 5% less on average than 2007
levels
2030: 25% less on average than 2007
levels
2040: 40% less on average than 2007
levels
Policy 2: By 2050, the non-residential building stock
should use 60% less energy on average (per square
foot) as compared to 2007 levels of energy use (98
kBTU per square foot).
Milestones: 2020: 5% less on average than 2007
levels

Strategies (within CEP Implementation Framework)
Strategy 3: Ensure compliance with energy efficiency code provisions;
Strategy 4: Take advantage of incentives to reduce new and existing building
energy usage;
Strategy 5: Ensure equitable access to and use of energy efficiency and
incentives programs for all income levels;
Strategy 6: Use the special exception development process to create more
energy-efficient buildings;
Strategy 7: Promote widespread use and display of EPLs;
Strategy 8: Encourage the use of lower carbon fuels, both onsite and for
electricity generation;
Strategy 9: Steadily reduce energy intensity (i.e., increase energy efficiency) in
County and Arlington Public Schools (APS) buildings and operations;

2030: 25% less on average than 2007
levels
2040: 45% less on average than 2007
levels
Policy 3: Reduce the amount of carbon produced from
energy use from buildings, using source energy as the
standard measure.

DISTRICT ENERGY
Goal 2:
Increase local
energy supply
and
distribution
efficiency in
Arlington

Policy 1: Facilitate the installation and
use of district energy in areas with the highest
probability for district energy (DE). Have at least 450
megawatts3 (MW) of District Energy and 104 MW of
Combined Heat and Power4 (CHP) by 2050.

Strategy 1: Create a District Energy Entity (DEE) to own a DE System;
Strategy 2: Build, operate and maintain DE systems as opportunities arise, and
CHP systems as appropriate, in areas having the highest probability for DE;
Strategy 3: Encourage new and renovated buildings to have DE compatible
systems in areas where DE has a high probability of success;
Strategy 4: Establish a process and guidelines for buildings to connect to DE
Systems in areas where DE has a high probability of success;
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Goals
using district
energy

Policies
Policy 2: Plan and build infrastructure
in appropriate locations to facilitate district
energy distribution and future connections.

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Goal 3:
Policy 1: Become a solar leader with
Increase
installation and use of 160 megawatts (MW)
locally
of solar electricity by 2050.
generated
energy supply
through the
use of
Policy 2: Increase the use of
renewable
renewable energy technologies in the public,
energy
private, and non-profit sectors.
options
TRANSPORTATION
Goal 4: Refine Policy 1: Reduce the amount of carbon
and expand
produced from transportation to 1.0 mt
transportation CO2e/capita/year by 2050.
infrastructure
and
Milestones 2020: 2.7 mt CO2e/capita/year
operations
(vs. 3.7 mt
enhancements
in 2007):
2030: 2.0 mt CO2e/capita/year

2040: 1.7 mt CO2e/capita/year

Strategies (within CEP Implementation Framework)
Strategy 5: Develop a DE infrastructure plan to facilitate DE distribution and
future connections;
Strategy 6: Coordinate the installation of DE distribution pipes and related
infrastructure as appropriate;
Strategy 7: Link DE/CHP to streetcar lines and other transportation
infrastructure as appropriate;
Strategy 8: Revise the Arlington County Code to reflect CEP goals
Strategy 1: Increase renewable energy generation through incentives;
Strategy 2: Eliminate regulatory and legislative barriers to increase renewable
energy production;
Strategy 3: Encourage the development industry to integrate renewable
energy technologies and best practices into the development design process;
Strategy 4: Partner with utilities to increase and optimize the use of
renewable energy to create a more secure and reliable power grid;
Strategy 5: Encourage solar hot water and other renewable technologies;

Strategy 1: Support MTP General Policies implementation: Reduce vehicle
miles traveled by integrating transportation with land use, developing
Complete Streets, and managing travel demand and transportation systems;
Strategy 2: Continue to support alternatives to car ownership and use;
Strategy 3: Support Federal and State efforts to increase vehicle fuel
efficiency;
Strategy 4: Increase the fuel efficiency of County and Arlington Public Schools
fleets;
Strategy 5: Reduce the carbon produced by County and Arlington Public
Schools fleets;
Strategy 6: Operate and maintain traffic infrastructure with an eye toward
energy efficiency and vehicle fuel efficiency;
Strategy 7: Encourage the purchase and use of lower-carbon producing
vehicles;
Strategy 8: Increase the availability of reduced-carbon content vehicle fuels;
Strategy 9: Work with regional organizations and individual jurisdictions in
the DC Metro region to proactively address transportation issues
Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

69

Goals
Policies
COUNTY GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES
Goal 5:
Policy 1: Reduce County government
Integrate CEP CO2 emissions by 76% by 2050, compared
goals into all
to 2007 levels, and improve energy security
throughout County operations.
County
Government
Milestones: 2020: 25% below 2007 CO2e level
activities
2030: 42% below 2007 CO2e level
2040: 59% below 2007 CO2e level
Policy 2: Integrate Community Energy
Plan policies into County planning, policy
development, and other activities.
Policy 3: Take advantage of CEP
implementation to ensure Arlington’s long term
economic competitiveness.
EDUCATION AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR
Goal 6:
Policy 1: Engage and empower
Advocate and individuals to reduce energy use.
support
Policy 2: Enhance level of professional expertise and
personal
work force in the community related to energy.
action
Policy 3: Ensure recognition of
through
extraordinary efforts made to help the
behavior
community reach the CEP goals.
changes and
effective
education

Strategies (within CEP Implementation Framework)
Strategy 1: Propose state and federal regulatory and legislative remedies to
achieve CEP goals
Strategy 2: Fund CEP Implementation
Strategy 3: Work with regional organizations and individual jurisdictions in
our metro region to proactively address energy issues
Strategy 4: Develop and coordinate financial incentive programs
Strategy 5: Establish and track metrics to measure CEP progress
Strategy 6: Retain existing and attract new businesses and jobs through CEP
implementation
Strategy 7: Strengthen partnerships with colleges and universities to identify
opportunities to reach CEP goals

Strategy 1: Raise personal energy literacy among all populations;
Strategy 2: Be a trusted and leading source of energy information;
Strategy 3: Maintain and build partnerships;
Strategy 4: Engage the public through electronic and print media;
Strategy 5: Collaborate with Arlington Public Schools and local colleges and
universities to provide education to reduce energy use;
Strategy 6: Partner with stakeholders to develop and provide energy training
and courses;
Strategy 7: Partner with stakeholders to map workforce development;
Strategy 8: Encourage energy conservation and efficiency through recognition
of success
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Sanitary Sewer Collection System Master Plan
Adopted: December 2002
Plan Purpose
To evaluate the current Arlington County sanitary sewer collection system, practices and programs, and determine the policies and facility improvements
needed to provide and maintain reliable service.
Plan Goals
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Anticipates future demands on the sanitary sewer system
Projects appropriate expansion to meet those demands
Outlines the maintenance programs necessary to ensure continuous service to the citizens and businesses of Arlington County
Outlines improvements in the sanitary sewer system that enhance the efficiency of operation of the system and improve the reliability of service
Ensures that Arlington County remains in compliance with applicable state and federal regulatory requirements.

Technical Resource to Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan

71

Recycling Program Implementation Plan and Map
Recycling Program Implementation Plan: Adopted December 8, 1990; Updated February 1990
Map: Updated December 2008
Plan Purpose
The Recycling Program Implementation Plan and Map is an integral component of the County’s Comprehensive Plan. Its purpose is to provide a guide for the
development of effective recycling programs in Arlington (November 28, 1990 staff report, p. 1). The plan is intended to serve “as the third part of a threephase recycling implementation plan that has been developed for the County of Arlington and the City of Alexandria, Virginia.” (Recycling Program
Implementation Plan, p. 1-1).
Plan Elements
The Recycling Program Implementation Plan and Map includes the following components:
• Recycling Program Implementation Plan
• Recycling Program Map
The plan includes major recommendations related to the implementation of multi-material curbside collection of source separated recyclables from singlefamily dwellings; the implementation of a multi-material source separations recycling in the multifamily and commercial waste segments; planning of a
materials recovery facility to serve the County; and, the implementation of a public education/promotion program which stressed source reduction and
recycling. The plan also includes a map that shows the location of existing recycling centers.
Recycling Vision
This plan defines the County’s plans to satisfy Virginia Department of Waste Management recycling requirements.
Recycling Goals, Strategies, and Policies
• Goals provide broad direction of where the County wants to go.
• Strategies focus that guidance into specific actions.
Goals
Establish a recycling program.

Strategies
Single-Family Curbside collection – Institute for all SF
MF Curbside Collection – Require private collection once a MRF is complete
White Goods Collection – Increase Publicity
Leaf Collection – Increase Publicity
Other Yard Waste collection – Waste Reduction Education
Municipal Office – Maintain office paper collection; expand to include other materials
Office and Commercial Recyclables Collection – require private collection from office and other
commercial generators once a MRF is complete
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Begin a full-scale recycling operation
once a materials recovery facility (MRF)
is built
Implement mandatory single-family,
multi-family and commercial recycling
Expand existing drop-off centers
Encourage multi-family recycling
Source separation and source reduction
of yard waste will be encouraged

Plan to implement a MRF to meet the
needs of Arlington and Alexandria
Promote recycling

Develop pilot curbside collection
programs

Municipal Drop-offs – Collect old newspaper, aluminum, ferrous metals, glass, high-density
polyethylene & polyethylene terephthalate
Private Drop-offs – Provide publicity assistance
Municipal Yard Waste – Expand to handle commercial material
Municipal MRF – Process old newspaper, corrugated cardboard, aluminum and ferrous metal
cans, glass, high-density polyethylene, polyethylene terephthalate at joint location
Municipal Household Hazardous Waste – Increase publicity (Table 2-1)
“A Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) will be constructed and operated either by the jurisdictions
or under contract with a private operator. The possibility of a regional MRF serving several area
jurisdictions should also be explored. For the purpose of this plan, it is assumed that Arlington
and Alexandria are jointly responsible for construction and operation of a MRF.”
“Publicly sponsored collection will be provided for residents that currently receive Municipal Solid
Waste (MSW) collection service. The jurisdictions will serve in a facilitating role to encourage the
provision of comparable service to multi-family and commercial generators by private sector
forces.”
“Municipal drop-offs – increase publicity. Private drop-offs – provide publicity assistance.” (Table
2-1)
“Promotional efforts will be focused at residents, building owners and managers, and potential
service providers to encourage participation at all these levels.”
“Source separation will continue to be encouraged in promotional materials, and source reduction
of yard waste (producing less yard waste by not bagging grass clippings and doing backyard
composting) will be encouraged as well. Staff will also work with commercial lawn care and
landscaping firms to encourage them to source separate their vegetative waste and dispose of it
at the jurisdictions’ yard waste processing facilities if they do not privately process the materials.”
“Because both the publicly sponsored regional and private MRF are uncertain, it is prudent for
Arlington and Alexandria to plan to implement a facility to meet their needs.”
“Educational strategies for schools and civic groups were suggested to teach people about
recycling and solid waste concepts. Promotional techniques specifically targeted at the
constituent of each program component were identified. Messages aimed at the generators were
recommended for all components.”
“The schedule allows for the phasing of the pilot program and the encouragement of private
collection services for mult9family and commercial generators. Evaluation points are scheduled
for 3 to 6 months after the start of a program component and annually thereafter… If progress is
not adequate to allow the meeting of the goals, options for improving the recycling rate will be
considered, including incentives, stricter mandatory enforcement mechanisms or increased
operational involvement by the jurisdictions.”
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Historic Preservation Master Plan
Adopted: December 2006
Purpose and Structure of the Historic Preservation Master Plan
The purpose of the Historic Preservation Master Plan (HPMP), is to establish priorities, goals, and objectives for Arlington County’s historic preservation
activities. The HPMP makes broad policy-level recommendations concerning history and historic preservation, and establishes a community statement of
intent: “to sustain itself as a successful urban village, Arlington will retain the distinctive character of its many historic neighborhoods and commercial centers
and will share the history of Arlington through these resources. This will be accomplished through a combined approach that includes education, programs,
incentives, and land use policies that are integrated and balanced with future growth.”
To help translate these policies into day-to-day County operations, HPMP objectives are supplemented by a companion implementation document that offers
specific program recommendations. The HPMP is structured around three integrated goals that frame a set of policies for achieving this vision. The three goals
are not ranked by importance or priority but are listed in an order that is rational for implementation.
Historic Preservation Goals and Policies:
Goals
Policies and Actions
Goal 1:
1.A. Compile the County’s historical
Enhance
record.
understand
1.A.1. Focus efforts around the
-ing of
County’s Statement of Significance
Arlington’s
and the creation of an interpretive
history and
framework.
historic
character.
1.A.2. Engage in focused historical
research.

1.A.3. Collect and Preserve the
County’s Artifacts and Material
Culture

Implementation Recommendations
Hire a consultant to facilitate development of the interpretive framework. This will likely
include compiling existing research and convening Arlington’s historians and museum
professionals. The consultant should have a professional background in interpretation. The
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources (PRCR) has interpretive experience
and could provide guidance and assistance to develop the interpretive framework internally
through collaboration with the HPP.
Support research by providing funding and/or staff time; different approaches will be
warranted by different research needs. Provide moderate financial support for Arlington’s
heritage-related nonprofit groups to conduct research and compile compelling, welldocumented stories around key themes, as identified in the Interpretive Framework. County
staff —new, temporary, or intern —in the HPP or PRCR can supplement this effort by
conducting research and compiling stories around key themes, sometimes working with
consultants on a topic-by-topic or case-by-case basis.
Participate in the pursuit of a countywide archival, artifact storage, and interpretive/exhibit
space, currently referred to by advocates as the Arlington Heritage Center. This will include
organizing/guiding a planning process to determine vision and goals, costs, possible funding
sources, etc. for various organizations with capacity and interest in such activities. It would
also include providing grants or other funding to various organizations with capacity and
interest in such activities. Creating such a facility would require professional feasibility,
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Goals

Policies and Actions

Implementation Recommendations
planning, and design studies and significant capital costs. The use of professional facilities
planners, designers, and other museum professionals is highly recommended to ensure that
the facilities and exhibits are high quality.

1.B. Tell Arlington’s story.
1.B.1. Create and Support Museum
Activities, Programs, and Exhibits
1.B.2. Create Interpretive Panels,
Historic Markers, and Public
Installations about Arlington
History
1.B.2.a. Interpretive
Panels.

1.B.2.b. Historic
House Markers.
1.B.2.c. Public Art.
1.B.3. Publish Popular Arlington
History Guides

1.B.4. Expand Use of the County’s
Website
1.B.5. Provide Historic
Preservation Educational Programs
1.B.5.a.
Neighborhood
History Workshops.

Create engaging exhibits on Arlington’s history at highly visible sites; these activities will
include involving and supporting Arlington’s heritage organizations where appropriate. HPP
and PRCR are likely to be partners in this effort.

Create partnerships with other organizations, such as the Virginia Civil War Trails and
WalkArlington, to create more engaging and unique interpretive/display panels, engaging the
public in selection of sites and themes. Provide partial funding for the design and installation
of panels.
Hire an interpretive or historic preservation consultant to create more engaging and unique
interpretive/display panels around Arlington’s important and undertold stories; these might
include historic photographs, maps, and text. Fund design and installation of panels.
Design and purchase plaques, offering them at cost to owners of qualifying resources.
Commission works emphasizing the County’s heritage and hold temporary exhibitions in
threatened buildings. HPP and PRCR are likely partners in this effort.
Develop heritage tourism publications. HPP staff would be the likely lead organization,
working with the HALRB and the County’s historians and heritage organizations on content
creation. The County’s Convention and Visitors Service is equipped to provide technical
support on document design, printing, and the distribution of the finished product. In some
cases, the County will benefit from hiring a consultant to develop publications and to redesign
existing outreach material.
Make existing and new brochures available on the County’s web site as downloadable Adobe
documents.
Expand and update the web site using in-house information technology and web design
capabilities. Make the links to the HPP’s web pages easier to locate in the overall website.
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Goals

Policies and Actions
1.B.5.b. Links to
Education.
1.B.5.c. On-site
Instruction.
1.B.6. Create and Publish
Architectural Style Books
1.C. Communicate the benefits of
historic preservation.
1.C.1. Reframe the message.

1.C.2. Continue the Awards
Program.
1.C.3. Publicize Rehabilitation Tax
Credits

1.C.4. Publicize the Historic
Architectural Survey

1.C.5. Actively Update the Public
on the State of Historic
Preservation

Implementation Recommendations
Hire a consultant to develop a curriculum for Arlington schools that is adaptable for home
schooled students, public summer school programs, and other nontraditional educational
groups. Arlington schools would be involved in this action.
Develop educational programming with the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural
Resources that links the themes of the Statement of Significance with County-owned historic
sites, such as Fort C. F. Smith.
Hire a consultant to work closely with HPP, the HALRB, Planning, the Neighborhood
Conservation Advisory Committee, and others to create style guides. Provide these documents
at workshops and educational programs – such as first-time homebuyers’ fairs – and online.
Create an outreach strategy to focus media and public attention on prevailing preservation
issues, such as teardowns and monster additions, and on historic preservation solutions and
models.
Describe the work of the HPP and HALRB in terms of reinforcing neighborhoods and
protecting the pleasant scale created by Arlington’s historical role as a laboratory for middle
class housing. Recommendation: Hire an economic consultant to determine the economic
impact of historic preservation in the County and to write a report for public distribution.
Actively promote the Awards Program through public relations and better use of the County
web site, expanding the program where appropriate.
Better use of the website to promote rehabilitation tax credits, informing the public about
eligibility and navigating the process.
Provide a limited pool of funds to provide modest matching grants or loans to owners of
eligible historic properties to retain knowledgeable experts (consultants or local heritage
organizations) to guide them through the rehabilitation tax credit process. This could take the
form of a loan to be repaid from the applicant’s tax refund, with the proceeds of repayment
going into a revolving fund.
Make the Survey database now stored with HPP available to County departments and to the
public on the County’s website. This requires digitizing the existing paper survey files. The
website will provide an overview of the survey, regular updates about which neighborhoods
have been completed, where the information is housed, and any major highlights, such as
landmark buildings.
Publish and distribute an annual update document in a downloadable format on the County’s
website and provide regular updates to the webpage and through the County’s heritage
groups’ members.
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Goals

Goal 2:
Better
integrate
preservation values
into
County
planning,
land use,
and other
policies
and
practices.

Policies and Actions
1.C.6. Take Advantage of
Opportunities for Historic
Preservation Programming
2.A. Set Clear Priorities: Create a
County Historic Resource Inventory

2.B. Integrate Historic Resource
Inventory into Land Use Policies

2.B.1. Use Historic Resource
Inventory to Guide Stewardship
Policies
2.B.2. Integrate the Historic
Resource Inventory with the
County’s Information Systems
2.C. Integrate historic preservation with
other County policies.
2.C.1. Work Collaboratively with
County Agencies
2.C.2. Cross-Train Line Staff

Implementation Recommendations
Provide grants, coordination, and guidance to local heritage organizations to create programs
and events highlighting Arlington’s history and historic resources during heritage and
community events.
Consistency and credibility is required for fair application of the criteria, so the process must
be highly professional and objective. Retain an architectural historian / historic preservation
consultant to apply the criteria to all surveyed resources. Collaboration with County staff will
be required to provide clear, consistent public information on the ranking effort and to develop
an appeals process.
Notify property owners of their property’s ranking.
Develop a system for periodically reviewing and potentially changing the resource rankings
due to shifts in historical perspectives, new research, or significant changes to properties.
Ranking reviews can be scheduled regularly or on an as needed/case-by-case basis.
Amend/add addenda all master plans and area/sector plans to add Essential, Important, and
Notable historic resources. This can be accomplished in one County Board approval as a
comprehensive sector/area/master plan update.
Add the HRI ranking information to the real estate assessment database.
Develop and approve interventions for each category. This will require collaboration between
departments and may include hiring a consultant to facilitate the process. County Board
approval will be required for the interventions to become policy.
Conduct HPP-run briefings and training sessions for all County Board members, commission
members, department heads, and staff to introduce the process and meaning of the HRI
rankings.
As properties are ranked for inclusion in the HRI, format the records in a manner compatible
with the County’s information systems, paying attention to address format, file type, etc.
Make the HRI accessible to County staff, developers, and the public through a user-friendly
interface on the County’s web site that integrates the HRI, the County’s GIS, and the real
estate database. See also Goal 1.B.4.
Seek appropriate opportunities for partnership between HPP and other departments, agencies
and proponents for affordable housing, open space, public art, transportation, and other
relevant agencies for the purposes of historic preservation.
Develop a brief training module on historic preservation in the County, including historical
themes, historic building archetypes, and key issues. HPP staff will conduct training workshops
for specific audiences and mini-trainings at opportune events, such as the Historic Arlington
Roundtable.
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Goals

Policies and Actions
2.C.3. Regularly Brief Policy
Makers
2.D. Pursue Cultural and Heritage
Tourism
2.E. Investigate Development-Related
Ordinances as Preservation Tools.
2.E.1. Revise Section 31A: Historic
Preservation Districts of the
Zoning Ordinance
2.F. Identify Significant Archaeological
Sites
2.G. Seek Diversified, Sustainable
Funding for Historic Preservation
Programming and Partnerships

Goal 3:
Protect
historic
neighborhoods,
corridors,
commercia
l centers,
and civic
buildings.

3.A. Address development pressures.
3.A.1. Provide Feasible Incentives

Implementation Recommendations
Brief the Planning Commission, Parks and Recreation Commission, Commission for the Arts,
and County Board at least once annually, focusing on mid- and long-range issues for
preservation in Arlington.
Working with HPP, the Convention and Visitors Service, and local heritage organizations,
develop mapped tours and interpretive brochures.
Develop guided tours for the Civil War forts that can be provided for a fee by appointment or
at set times. This action would be led by HPP and PRCR.
Retain specialized legal counsel to direct the revision process for Section 31A. Another
approach with a lower cost is a County staff-led collaborative process to revise Section 31A
that includes HPP, the County Attorney’s Office, the HALRB, the Planning Division, and other
County departments and divisions.
Develop a prioritized plan for archaeological research, beginning with the listing/mapping Civil
War sites, former rights-of-way, and other probable sensitive sites rich in resources.
Establish a historic preservation fund or trust for the program’s funds administration and to
allow voluntary contributions and charitable sales of salvaged architectural items.
Establish fees for Certificates of Appropriateness and other services as authorized by state law,
proceeds of which will be dedicated to historic preservation programming. Such fees cannot
exceed the cost to provide the service.
Because any incentives adopted as part of the HRI will impact the fiscal and staffing burden of
the County, conduct a fiscal impact study as part of any determination of incentives for
historic preservation based on the completed HRI.
Explore the provision of local property tax abatement as an incentive to owners of locally
designated historic resources. This could be linked to designated Essential or Important
resources, in response to rehabilitation work, or simply made available to all designated
resources.
Provide low-interest loans for renovation or maintenance work when owners of Essential and
Important resources are low-income.
Through site plan review, provide density bonuses for developments that include sympathetic
treatment of Essential or Important historic buildings or frontages.
Commission architectural plans for prototypical situations, such as additions to small 1930s –
1940s houses, that when used by property owners will receive expedited review by HALRB and
County permitting offices.
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Goals

Policies and Actions

3.A.2. Pursue Multiple-Resource
Local Historic Districts.

3.B. Explore Alternative Protection
Strategies
3.B.1. Create Visually Oriented
Architectural Style Books and
Design Books
3.B.2. Include Preservation in Area,
Sector, and Neighborhood Plans
3.B.3. Explore the Use of Zoning,
Review, and Other Tools to
Achieve Preservation Goals

Implementation Recommendations
Through development review, allow a reduced number of required parking spaces for
development/redevelopment projects involving the preservation of Essential and Important
resources.
Promote local district designations as a tool for neighborhood conservation, focusing on areas
with high concentrations of “Essential” and “Important” buildings where pressures for
redevelopment are emerging and where there is growing citizen interest and support.
Work with local residents towards an appropriate “neighborhood character conservation
district” model for areas where historic character is tied more strongly to scale, massing,
setback, materials, and the like than to architectural detail, as is the case for many historic
garden apartments and planned developments. This approach would provide legal protections
much like local historic districts but with a focus on different characteristics. Certificates of
Appropriateness will be administratively reviewed in this new model type of historic district.
This action requires revisions to Section 31A and the drafting of guidelines for each designated
district.
Pursue designation for all Essential properties under the local historic district ordinance,
Section 31A.

Integrate preservation considerations into plans for areas with significant historic resources —
either strong concentrations of ranked HRI resources or key County landmarks. Planners in the
Planning Division, Neighborhood Services Division, and Department of Parks, Recreation, and
Cultural Resources will work with HPP staff to accomplish this.
Continue to seek amendments to by-right zoning regulations that encourage rehabilitation and
new infill development sensitive to historic neighborhood character and scale — examples
include lot coverage, scale, setback, massing, and height. restrictions.
Through the Planning Division, ensure that neighborhoods/areas with high concentrations of
Essential and Important resources have appropriate zoning that will prevent unsympathetic
density, lot coverage and scale, including building height.
Incorporate historic preservation provisions into the emerging Transfer of Development Rights
program.
Require different demolition processes policies for Essential and Important resources. A 60day waiting period on demolition permits for resources that are not locally designated will
allow for investigation of alternative preservation strategies, such as County acquisition.
Photography and salvage will be imposed as conditions on demolition permits for Essential and
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Goals

Policies and Actions
3.C. Implement Public Policies for
County-Owned Properties

3.D. Protect and Interpret Significant
Archaeological Resources

Implementation Recommendations
Important resources. Disposition of salvaged materials will be coordinated with HPP or a
partner organization.
Develop a process for adaptive reuse and/or restoration in cases where the County is
contemplating the purchase of Essential properties. This should be done in partnership
between CPHD, PRCR, and other affected County departments, HALRB, and the Parks and
Recreation Commission.
In cases where the County is contemplating the purchase of Important, Notable, or Minor
properties, develop a process for determining the primary purpose of the purchase, which
could include open space, transportation, economic development, or historic preservation and
interpretation. Affected County departments and commissions will develop criteria for
considering potential parcels and mitigating strategies to be employed if the purchase is for
purposes other than historic value.
Through collaboration between County HPP staff and the HALRB and other County
departments and divisions, develop a process by which threats to County-owned HRI-ranked
Essential resources can be identified and addressed collaboratively.
Develop a plan for the protection of Arlington’s archaeological resources. County HPP staff
and the HALRB will collaborate with archaeology advocates to accomplish this action.
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Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan
Adopted: April 21, 2001
Purpose and Structure of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan
The vision of the Chesapeake Bay Plan is “All Arlingtonians should have the opportunity to enjoy and have access to a pollution-free environment that supports
a rich diversity of plans and animals.”
The purpose of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan is “To help achieve this vision, this “Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan” (CBPP) of the Arlington County
Comprehensive Plan: (1) identifies and characterizes the County’s water resources and examines the extent to which they have been affected by urban land
activities; (2) maps actions that Arlington County can take to help preserve and restore local streams, the Potomac River, and the Chesapeake Bay; and (3)
meets the comprehensive plan requirements of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Designation and Management Regulations/ In order to arrive at
achievable goals, strategies, and action plans, the CBPP provides a comprehensive background on natural constraints to development, sensitive natural
resources, and existing and potential sources of pollution. By then comparing how existing local, State, and federal programs and regulations deal with
constraints, sensitive resources, and source of pollution, it is possible to identify areas of the County’s water quality protection programs that require study,
analysis, and refinement.”
The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan consists of the following elements: Plan Vision and Purpose, Background, Relationship of the Watershed Management
Plan, Organization, Arlington’s Water Environment, Existing and Potential Sources of Pollution, Existing Water Quality Management, Analysis of Polices and
Programs, Implementation and Appendices.
The Chesapeake Bay Preservation Plan establishes the purpose and scope of the GLUP and outlines its goals and overarching policy.
•
•
•

Goals provide broad direction of where the County wants to go.
Strategies focus that guidance into specific actions.
Policies are the formal statements of action needed to achieve the strategies.

GLUP Goals, Objectives and Policies:
Objectives
“Ensuring through the General Land Use Plan that
inappropriate land uses are not planned for areas
that could impact sensitive natural resources is an
important element of the planning process. To
address these issues, the County’s General Land
Use Plan designates major stream corridors and

Policy
“The General Land Use
Plan, Chesapeake Bay
Preservation
Ordinance, and
Floodplain
Management

Strategies
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the entire Potomac River shoreline in the Public
land use category… The County’s Open Space
Master Plan, discussed previously in this section,
provides a key mechanism for ensuring that areas
designated in the Public land use category are
integrated within Arlington’s public land
management system.”

Ordinance are the
County’s primary
mechanisms to ensure
that land use decisions
are sensitive to, and
avoid, physical
constraints to
development.”

Address pollution at the Potomac Yard and Davis
Industries Site

County Programs: Storm Sewer Maintenance Program; Stream Maintenance
Program; Street Sweeping; Hazardous Waste and Use Oil Collection
Program;
Leaf Collection Program; Sanitary Sewer System Construction and
Maintenance Program; Arlington Water Pollution Control Plan; Solid Waste
Collection and Recycling; County Web Site.
Community Programs: Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment; School Age
Water and Environmental Education Programs; Stream Adoption/Clean-Up
Programs; Virginia Cooperative Extension Program; Trout Stocking Program;
Stormdrain Stenciling Program; Federal, State and Regional Programs

Goals
“While Arlington’s landscape has been significantly altered by urban
development, the County is committed to protecting its remaining water
resources and restoring degraded water resources to support diverse
wildlife habitats and recreation by County residents.”
“The County is also committed to doing its part in the restoration of the
Potomac River and the Chesapeake Bay so that future generations may
enjoy these priceless natural resources.”
Federal, State and Local Regulations - “Strengthen Arlington’s compliance
with a number of federal, state, and local regulations and regional programs
to protect human health and aquatic ecosystems from the effects of
development.”
Nonpoint Source Pollution - “Reduce delivery of nonpoint source pollutants
to streams, therefore improving stream quality and aesthetics.”
Point Source Pollution - “Ensure that point sources of pollution under the
County’s control meet or exceed all state and federal regulatory

Strategies

“Expand Street Sweeping Program”
“Minimize Impacts of Septic Systems on Water Quality”
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Goals
requirements and strive to meet goals established through voluntary
regional agreements.”
Plan Review - “Enhance development plan review to encourage more
environmentally sustainable development projects.”
Site Inspection - “Increase inspection oversight of construction sites to
ensure compliance with County environmental regulations and to reduce
citizen complaints.”
Streams and Buffers - “Improve water quality in local water bodies to that
they support diverse wildlife habitats and recreation by County residents.
Protect existing vegetated stream buffers and establish vegetation in
denuded buffers through a combination of voluntary and regulatory based
mechanisms.”
Stormwater Infrastructure - “Ensure that stormwater management
facilities are maintained and continue to perform their intended
purposes.”
Citizen Awareness and Involvement - “Educate Arlington residents about
the effects of development and human activity on streams and empower
residents to reduce those effects. Involve residents in stream
monitoring, and provide consistent sources of water quality data to
better characterize current stream conditions and measure changes in
stream conditions over time.”
Funding- “Explore equitable ways to ensure that adequate funding exists
to implement and maintain the County’s water quality objectives.”
Planning Integration - “Ensure that the various policy and planning
initiatives in the County, including other elements of the Comprehensive
Plan, consider water quality and aquatic habitats when appropriate.”

Strategies

“Increase Inspections and Plan Review Staff”

“Restore and Maintain Streams”
“Comply with Stormwater Permit/Monitor Streams”
“Conduct Wetland Delineation”
“Develop Four Mile Run TMDL for Fecal Coliform Bacteria”
“Re-Forest and Re-vegetate Riparian Buffers”
“Remove Invasive Vegetation”
“Ensure a Clean and Abundant Source of Potable Water”
“Retrofit, Build, and maintain Stormwater Facilities”
“Clean Catch Basins and Inspect Storm Sewers”
“Conduct a Stormwater Utility Feasibility Study”
“Conduct Public Outreach and Education”
“Enhance Public Access to Water Resources”

“Revise Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance”
“Evaluate Update of Storm Water Detention Ordinance”
“Expand Participation in Inter-Governmental Initiatives”
“Ensure Maintenance of Public and Private BMPs”
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