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Neighborhood Conservation Program  
FINAL DESIGN REVIEW MEETING NOTES 
 
 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N Oakland St. – Street Improvement Project 
DATE & TIME:   October 4, 2018 
PLACE:      Long Branch Elementary School 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: Presentation of the Final Design for this Pedestrian & Street Improvement 
Project and Green Streets Rain Garden Project with the affected property owners. 
 
ATTENDEES:  
County Staff: 
 

Tim McIntosh, NC Program Manager 
Jill Yutan, NC Landscape Architect  
Laura Simpson, NC Planner 
Matthew Trout, DES Engineering Supervisor 
Valeria Shepeleva, DES Design Engineer 
Maxine Cholmondeley, Real Estate Specialist 
Tina Chiappetta, Real Estate Specialist 
Aileen Winquist, Watershed Outreach Program Manager 
Anne Guillette, Watershed Projects Manager 
John Candler, Watershed Projects Design Engineer 
 

Residents: Francesca Guerrero, Block Rep. 207 N Oakland St. 
Nathan Guerrero 207 N Oakland St. 
Gregg Forte 227 N Oakland St. 
Marian Forte 227 N Oakland St. 
Katherine Ives 44 N Oakland St. 
Meredith Rubin 130 N Oakland St. 
Betty Bott 133 N Oakland St. 
Aida Olkkonen 113 N Oakland St. 
Julia Bland 118 N Oakland St. 
Stephan Cupit 125 N Oakland St. 
Tim Hartman 117 N Oakland St. 
Jim Gallatin 215 N Oakland St. 
Thane Culver 214 N Oakland St. 
J Shea 105 N Oakland St. 
N. Walker 138 N Oakland St. 
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BACKGROUND:   
This project when first proposed was to extend from 6th Road N to the dead end near 
Arlington Blvd./Route 50, but did not pass the petitioning process.  The AHCA then revised the 
scope of the project to extend from N Pershing Dr. to the dead end near Arlington Blvd.  This 
second iteration passed, garnering support from 85% of the linear footage of the affected 
property owners.  The N Oakland St. Project was qualified by the NCAC and approved for 
funding by the Arlington County Board in 2015.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:  
The design of this street improvement project includes new sidewalk, a grass utility strip, and 
curb and gutter, to be installed on the east side of the street from N Pershing Dr. down to the 
existing sidewalk that begins near the entry to the Columbia Gardens Cemetery.   
The new curb-to-curb street width is 28’ with parking to remain on both sides.   
Included with this project is Water Sewer Street’s (WSS) replacement of the existing 
underground 6” water service line with a new 8” water service line, and the installation of a 
Green Street Program’s bioretention facility (Rain Garden).  Restoration of the road asphalt is 
also included in the scope of the project. 
 
MEETING NOTES (Key Points Only):   
Presentations 
The meeting began with an introduction to the project background and scope, Arlington 
County staff, and Block Representative Francesca Guerrero.  
 
There were 4 presentations, followed by questions from attending residents:  
• The first was from Maxine Cholmondeley, Real Estate Specialist explaining the temporary 

easement agreements, which allow the County contractor to have access to resident 
property for construction purposes.  Once complete, the County commits to restoring the 
property in this area of work that was impacted by construction.  The temporary 
easements become null and void upon completion of construction. 
 

• The second, by Matthew Trout, presented the overall scope of work being done on N 
Oakland St., which included Final Design plans and details of the Neighborhood 
Conservation funded sidewalk and street improvement.  The new sidewalk is being 
constructed completely within the county’s Right of Way (ROW), with a new street width of 
28’.  Adjacent to house #117, the roadway width will transition back to 35'. 
 
Matt also presented general information on an adjacent, N Pershing Dr. project by the 
County’s Transportation Department that will reconstruct the intersection of N Oakland St. 
& N Pershing Dr.  This intersection project is not anticipated to begin construction until 
after the N Oakland St. sidewalk project is complete.  
 

• Jill Yutan presented information on landscaping, including the locations of new street trees 
and restoration of landscaped areas directly impacted by the project construction.  
 

• The fourth presentation was on the rain garden that will be constructed at the base of the 
County’s undeveloped property between house numbers 122 and 130, at the end of 2nd St. 
N.  Aileen Winquist presented general information on rain gardens in Arlington County and 
the County’s regulatory requirements to reduce stormwater pollution and the County’s 
Stormwater Master Plan.  Anne Guillette presented the design for the new rain garden, 
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including plants and how the raingarden works to capture storm water runoff.  The rain 
garden will extend into the street by 6’, narrowing the roadway width at that area to 22’.  
To the left side of the rain garden will be a path that will allow pedestrian access to the 
remainder of the county’s property and up to 2nd St.  

 
Questions Arising from the Presentations   
Q. Is there a process to make parking on N Oakland St. a zoned area requiring permits?  
A. This is something that would need to be addressed by residents directly with the 
transportation department.   
 
Q. Rain garden—will there be a chance to weigh in or is this the design? Will the planting be 
low enough to be able to watch kids playing? 
A. This project and its design is final.  We have made some adjustments to the design based 
on feedback, such as adjusting the layout to maximize use of the public space and adding the 
footpath. Plantings will be fairly transparent to look through, most not higher than 1-2 feet 
above the existing grades. Some shrubs on the edges will grow 3-5’ tall.   
 
Q. Is this by right or does the community vote? 
A. The rain garden is being constructed through the Green Streets Program of the Office of 
Sustainability and Environmental Management (OSEM).  These are done by right, built on 
property owned by the County.  Versus the sidewalk project, being constructed through the 
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) Program, which the community selects, votes on, and has 
input. 
 
Q. How far back into the existing grass area will the rain garden go? 
A. The edge line of the rain garden is curved, so varies in depth.  On average, approximately 
12 to 15 ft. back from the existing curb. 
 
Q. How wide is the path to the left of the raingarden?  It was suggested the path be widened 
to 6 ft. to allow for riding mowers and maintenance activities. 
A. A 4 ft. wide path has been designed with pavers.  Based on community input, the width will 
be reviewed by staff in OSEM and parks maintenance. 
 
Q. What about street lights that were originally proposed to be replaced with this project 
A. At the present time the County has not yet completed its “Street Light Master Plan”, which 
will divide the County into districts.  Some districts will be managed and maintained by 
Dominion Electric and some will be by Arlington County.   
 
Q. Can we have input on the street tree selection? 
A. Questions about the types of tree to be planted can be discussed with the Landscape 
Architect. 
 
Q. Do the trees need to be included with the bio retention?  Where exactly will they be 
planted? 
A. Yes.  They will be adjacent with the back side of the rain garden. 
 
Q. Will there be a loss of street parking?  Will we be able to still park on both sides of the street? 
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A. There will be a total of 2 parking spots lost, directly in front of the rain garden.  Parking will 
remain on both sides of the street except directly in front of the rain garden, where parking will be 
on one (the opposite/east) side of the street. 
 
Additional information 
If the County needs to excavate a portion of a homeowner’s property, it will be replaced, to the 
extent possible, with a similar material. 
During construction, the only time homeowners will not have access to their driveways will be 
after concrete driveway aprons are poured. The driveway apron concrete must be allowed to 
“set” for three to five days before vehicles can drive on them. 
 
 
Next Step 
Construction is likely to commence in the summer of 2019, pending contractor availability and 
sequencing/completion of other construction projects currently underway.  It is anticipated that 
construction will take 6-8 months. 
Approximately one week prior to the beginning of construction, staff will schedule a 
preconstruction meeting for the affected property owners.  These are held on-site and on a 
weekday morning, typically at 8:30 am.  The preconstruction meeting will include the County’s 
Construction Management personnel and representatives from the construction contractor. 
 
 
Any questions or additional information regarding this project or process can be directed to Laura 
Simpson, Neighborhood Conservation Planner at 703-228-3813 or lsimpson@arlingtonva.us. 
 
 
Cc:  All owners of property within project limits 
  Brent Burris, NCAC Representative for Ashton Heights Civic Association 
  Scott Sklar, Ashton Heights Civic Association President 
 
Encl:  (2) – Final Design Plan for the new sidewalk 
    Final Design Plan for the new rain garden 
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