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MEETING NOTES – Proposed NC project for park at 11th St. N and Danville 
  
Date:  2019.08.15 
 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss scoping the park improvements to the public 
space at 11th St. N and N. Danville Street for the upcoming Fall 2019 funding round. Final 
Funding date TBD based on the amount/budgets of projects that get approved.  The NCAC 
funding round will be held in December 2019. This is a Neighborhood Conservation (NC) 
Project initiated by the Clarendon Courthouse Civic Association. 
 
DPR Staff Attendees: 
Kathy von Bredow, Landscape Architect 
Bernadette Grullon, Landscape Architect Supervisor 
Lyndell Core, Park Area Manager 
Chelsi Conaway, Communications Specialist 
 
Community Attendees: 
Alyssa Cannon, NC Rep 
See attendance sheet 
 
1.  Overview  
 

1) Alyssa Cannon and Kathy von Bredow provided a review of the NC process and the 
overall project:  

a. Two scoping meetings are held to select a project scope and develop a 
concept plan through Community consensus.  

b. Consensus means a clear majority of the community can live with it. It does 
not mean that everyone agrees that this is the absolute best choice. We will 
never have everyone in 100% agreement. Scope elements that do not 
receive a clear majority will not move forward. 

c. Neighborhood Conservation is run through the Civic Associations. The final 
concept plan, scope and cost estimate will be presented to the Clarendon 
Courthouse Civic Association (CCCA) for a final vote. They will determine if 
the project fits their NC plan and moves forward. 

d. A preliminary concept plan, written scope and rough cost estimate are 
presented at the second scoping meeting for comment and review. 

e. A final concept plan, scope and cost estimate are presented to the Civic 
Association for a vote at the November 2019 meeting. 

f. This will go to the Fall 2019 funding round depending on the number of 
projects from other neighborhoods that get approved. 

g. There is no budget for the project prior to County Board approval and both 
Alyssa and Kathy noted that funding for this project is not guaranteed. 
If the civic association votes to approve the project in November, the project 
could get approved for funding as early as February 2020. The subsequent 
design process could begin by March. Construction drawings and permitting 
would then ensue and construction could begin as early as fall 2020. 
Construction is projected to last approximately four months and be completed 
in 2021.  
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2.  Park History/Existing Conditions/Site Constraints - Review 
 
The park at 11th and Danville is a small neighborhood park. The park currently features an 
open space with benches, paved/gravel circulation in poor condition with gravel that 
migrates, two bioretention facilities and many large trees. Nothing is ADA compliant.  
 
Alyssa shared information from the NC plan on which she and the Civic Association worked 
several years ago. This park is described as a passive use space. 
 
The runoff from the adjacent townhomes flows into the park, and for that reason, two 
bioretention facilities were constructed in 2017. 
 
Any disturbance over 2500 sf to the park may have to include stormwater management. 
The type of stormwater BMP (best management practice) if necessary, will be determined 
during site engineering. 
 
3.  Scope  

New walkways to replace the existing gravel path in poor condition 
Flexipave (a type of porous pavement) and concrete were mentioned as consideration for 
walkway materials. Staff explained that the cost of flexipave is significantly more expensive 
than concrete. Porous pavement requires regular maintenance to maintain porosity. Use of 
permeable pavement for trails/ sidewalks under tree cover is typically not conducive for the 
long-term success of porosity due to the high amount of sediment from adjacent uses (i.e. 
lawn/vegetated areas). That area is known as the contributing drainage area. At the same 
time, if stormwater calculations recommend the use of a section of porous pavement, that 
may need to be considered during site engineering.  
 
Flexipave installed on grade with minimal excavation can be in consideration for an 
additional pathway under large trees (i.e. corner of 11th and N. Danville) where there is a 
current desire path. At the same time, it will not be maintained as porous pavement and 
may or may not be considered ADA compliant depending on tree roots. 
 
The new path will remain in approximately the same location with some re-alignment which 
will be laid out during design. The path will remain a five-foot wide meandering path 
through the park. All the existing gravel and steel edging will be removed. 
 
Landscaping, tree planting, soil compaction and lawn areas 
Use landscaping to direct foot traffic in some areas, but primarily plant canopy trees. Keep 
the open lawn area open and address soil compaction through core aeration outside the 
critical root zones of trees.  
 
Landscape boulders may be used to define planting beds and direct foot traffic away from 
overly compacted areas near entrances. Landscape boulders would be more cost-effective 
than low landscape fencing. These boulders could help prevent compaction. 
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All trees in good condition to remain per urban forestry discussion post scoping meeting. 
There are several memorial trees and staff can share the memorial tree policy at the next 
civic association meeting.  
 
Adam Lipera, alipera@arlingtonva.us the urban forester, has had the large oak tree 
removed. If there are maintenance concerns with trees, please contact Adam. 
 
There will be a tree inventory when the project funding is approved, and the project moves 
into design. There will be overstory trees and understory trees planted as part of this 
project. Kathy will work with Adam Lipera (urban forester) and Lyndell Core (park area 
manager) to discuss what kind of location, establishment and maintenance would be 
required. The group specified that they would not want as many trees near the town houses 
as their roots are starting to erode their wall. They said that they would prefer new trees be 
placed towards 11th St. Trees in open grassy areas that would be removed due to death 
may not have their stumps grinded down if it would disturb the other nearby trees. 
 
Dog Issues 
Staff discussed concerns from first scoping meeting. Several meeting attendees from the 
first scoping meeting commented on the issue of dog poop in the park and owners not 
picking up after their pets.  New signage will be installed that clearly indicates that dogs 
must be on leash and that people need to pick up after their dogs. At the same time, park 
staff noted that dogs are allowed in parks on leash and people are required to pick up after 
pets. 
 
Dog waste bag stations are not installed or maintained by the County, but they can be 
installed if maintained by the Civic Association or a local sponsor. Per Lyndell Core, the 
park area manager, it is acceptable to install on park property if the locations are 
coordinated through the park area manager. 
 
Signage 
There is not an actual name for this park. The civic association will need to work with a 
DPR planner to choose a name. Kathy noted that the naming process can take up to six 
months because it must go through the County Board. The park name should be chosen by 
next spring so that signage can be ordered with the new park name. 
 
Once renovated, the park would have two sets of park rules signs since there has been an 
issue with park users letting their dogs off-leash.   
 
Site Furnishings 
All existing benches will be replaced. There will also be three sets of trash and recycle 
cans. Options discussed were to have a specialty bench and heavy, commercial-grade, 
recycled plastic moveable Adirondack chairs. Discussion ensued about the chairs being 
stored during winter months and being checked periodically to ensure they’re not being 
removed from the park. These chairs would be like those in McCoy Park. The group said 
they would welcome usable art like a custom bench similar to what’s in Mosaic Park, they 
just don’t want it in the center of the park where people like to play various games that 
require open space. Kathy will provide sample designs at the November meeting. Picnic 
tables are not desired based on feedback from both scoping meetings. Lyndell informed the 
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group that if there were any events for which the civic association wanted picnic tables, 
they could just let him know and he would gladly place some of the County’s movable 
tables in the park for the duration of the event and retrieve them once the event is over. 
The group discussed the pros and cons of having a bike rack. Since the path in the park 
will only be 5’ wide, using the paths for biking isn’t ideal and the park isn’t a very bikeable 
destination. However, since some people bike to the park, they might want to secure their 
bike on a rack. Since no specific consensus was reached at this meeting, the group voted 
to leave the racks in the design and decide to leave them in or take them out of the design 
later once more community members had been consulted to reach a consensus.  
 
 
4.  Next Steps & Follow Up 
 
County staff will take the community input from the second scoping meeting back to the 
office and develop the final project scope concept plan and budget. The Civic Association 
will have a final vote as to whether to forward this project for funding. The final meeting will 
be coordinated with the CCCA and held at the November CCCA meeting. The project will 
be posted online and through the CCCA listserv. 
 
The park naming process could be discussed at the CCCA meeting in November. The Civic 
Association can coordinate with a planner from DPR to review the park naming process 
and pick a name for the park. Staff noted that it will be good to have this process finalized 
and have an official park name by the time that construction begins. Park names and 
addresses will be included on the new park signs and the information is important for 
emergency responders. 
 


