Improving Columbia
Pike for all users
Arlington County is transforming Columbia Pike from the Arlington/Fairfax County
line on the west end to South Joyce Street on the east end. Improvements are
making this main street into a safer, more accessible route for everyone, whether
you walk, bike, take transit or drive.

Upgrading and undergrounding utilities
The first step takes place below the roadway. The
County is upgrading or replacing aging and leakprone water and sewer pipes, which means more
reliable service for users. We also are moving
electrical and communications utilities underground.
Removing these overhead wires, and the poles that
support them, helps open space along the road for
other uses.

Improving the streetscape
Once utility work is done, construction begins to rebuild the roadway with new
asphalt and sidewalks. The configuration of the road will be modified to include
medians and left-turn lanes for better traffic flow. Concrete bus pads and
foundations will be built to help facilitate the installation of new transit stations.
The new streetscape will include wider sidewalks, easier street crossings, additional
street trees and landscaping. For bicyclists, the County has built bike routes on 9th
and 12th Streets, just north and south of the Pike.

When: Construction for utility and
streetscape improvements is occurring in
phases through the end of 2021. Work is
currently underway on the west end
between the Arlington/Fairfax County line
and Four Mile Run.

Completed sections:
Columbia Pike improvements have been
completed between Four Mile Run and
Wakefield Street, Oakland Street and
Garfield Street and at the Washington
Boulevard interchange.
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New transit stations
The final step in Columbia Pike improvements will be the installation of 23 new
transit stations. The Pike is the busiest bus transit corridor in Virginia, and new
stations will make transit easier, safer, more accessible and attractive –
encouraging more people to use it.

Station features:
Large patterned glass roof and side windscreens
Real-time bus arrival displays
Raised platforms for easier bus boarding
Seating and lighting

When: This work is being coordinated with the streetscape improvements and will
continue in phases through 2023. The first set of stations will be installed starting in
fall 2019.
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For more information – visit arlingtonva.us
and search “Columbia Pike Multimodal”

