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ARLINGTON TO CELEBRATE 35TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF ITS NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

 

 Arlington’s neighborhood conservation areas will celebrate the 35th anniversary of the 

County’s Neighborhood Conservation Program with a reception and symposium on Monday, 

Oct. 18.  Co-hosted by the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) and the 

County, the celebration will honor the hundreds of community volunteers who helped make the 

nationally unique Neighborhood Conservation (NC) program successful over the years.  

Arlington has the country’s only locally funded NC program in which residents plan and 

recommend neighborhood projects. 

 

 The public is invited to the informal, community-based reception and symposium at the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 4301 Wilson Blvd., first floor conference 

center, 7 – 10 p.m.  Neighborhood groups will donate refreshments for the gathering.  Free 

underground garage parking is available, and the building is near the Ballston Metro station. 

 

 “Symposium attendees will learn a great deal firsthand from veteran volunteers about 

project accomplishments and ideas for the future, in casual conversation as well as the 

community project presentations,” said Arlington County Board Chairman Paul Ferguson, who 

will be among the evening’s speakers. “We especially hope individuals and groups from 

Arlington communities who are in the process of developing Neighborhood Conservation plans 

will come to the symposium.” 

 

 Last fall, Arlington residents approved $3.8 million in Community Conservation Bond 

funds for the NC program.  Neighborhood conservation projects are typically small-scale 

physical improvements that have a considerable impact on neighborhoods by enhancing and 

sustaining community life.  The resulting public and private collaboration also helps create a 

modern “urban village” concept that seeks to preserve historical essence while providing up-to-

date amenities. 

 

 NCAC Chairman Ted Weihe will serve as master of ceremonies for the evening.  Weihe 

is the son of Elizabeth Weihe, an NCAC program founder who passed her penchant for 

community activism on to her son.  Other program founders expected to attend include Liza 

Harrison of the Maywood neighborhood, and County Planning Commission Chairman Monica 

Craven, a former NCAC chairman.  County Board Vice Chairman Barbara Favola and members 

Chris Zimmerman, another former NCAC chairman; Jay Fisette, and Mike Lane also plan to be 

on hand.  Other  
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participants will include officers and members of the Planning Commission and the County 

Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board. 

 

 NCAC plans to commemorate NC volunteer contributions by planting a tree for each of 

the 31 neighborhoods who presently have NC plans approved by the County Board.  “Each tree 

will be accompanied by a small plaque indicating that it has been planted to honor the many 

volunteers who have worked hard to preserve and maintain their neighborhoods,” Ferguson said. 

 

 The reception will be followed by a symposium, 8:30 – 10 p.m.  It will feature 

neighborhood presentations about projects in Cherrydale (Cherrydale Park improvements) and 

Yorktown (Jefferson Street reconstruction), plus an historical view of the Ashton Heights 

neighborhood since its NC plan was accepted in 1976. 

 

 The Arlington County Board created the Neighborhood Conservation Program in 1964 to 

encourage neighborhoods to create improvement plans and to provide dedicated funding to 

implement the plans.  The program funds five basic types of capital projects:  (1) sidewalk, curb 

and gutter, and related street and drainage improvements); (2) park improvements; (3) traffic 

management; (4) beautification and landscaping (including neighborhood signs); and (5) street 

lighting. 

 

 Community residents participate in the NC process by (1) preparing and updating NC 

plans that reflect individual neighborhood needs; (2) taking part in NCAC activities; and (3) 

nominating plan-based improvement projects for bond funding.  NC plans are used to build a 

neighborhood vision and consensus, establish NC eligibility, and provide guidance on 

neighborhood issues to the County Board, Planning Commission, and departments. 

 

Registration is not required to attend the NCAC anniversary celebration.  The conference 

room is handicapped accessible, but people with limited English proficiency or those who need 

sign language translation or hearing device assistance to participate should call 228-3820 (TTY 

228-4611) by Monday, Oct. 11.  For more information about the NCAC celebration or the NC 

program, call Christine Nixon at 228-3820 (TTY 228-4622) at the Department of Community 

Planning, Housing & Development (CPHD), or e-mail her at cnixon@co.arlington.va.us.  NC 

information also is available on the County’s Web site at http://www.co.arlington.va.us/CPHD.  

Free Internet access is available to the public on computers at Arlington Public Libraries. 
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