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Crystal City Sector Plan (CCSP) – Center Park

 A prominent vertical architectural feature could be located at the southwest corner
to signal a point of entry and gathering.
 A strong link between 18th and 20th Streets South should also be considered with a
grand stair/seating area…as possible strategy to negotiate the grade difference.
 Much of the park should be pervious and predominantly grass.
 Considerations for special art features, artistic lighting, cisterns within the park and
adjacent buildings could capture rainwater for irrigation, wind turbines and/or solar
panels as art/education/power sources.
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Level of Service (LOS) – Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) (2019)

 The Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) utilizes two (2) types of
standards:
1. The population-based standards indicate how many of each
amenity Arlington may need between now and 2035 or has
enough of a particular amenity.
2. The access-based standards indicate where Arlington needs more
or fewer of each type of amenity.

 Used in combination, these tools provide a snapshot of the
LOS provided by current public space amenities and a
roadmap for addressing the future number and location of
amenities.
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PSMP (2019) Cont.
 Casual Use Spaces
– “The objective is to ensure that
casual use spaces are considered
to be an intentional, integral part of
Arlington’s public space system.
Casual use spaces should not be
leftover after other uses are
accommodated; these spaces
should be purposefully designed
and designated as part of the
public space system.”
– “Some casual use spaces, such as
forested or landscaped areas, are
available at all times, while others,
such as fields with community use
or school grounds, are available for
casual use when they are not
being used for other purposes.”
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PSMP (2019) Cont.
 Casual Use Spaces


Examples
– Accessible forested areas
– Accessible landscaped areas
– Esplanades
– Fields with community use
– Grill/picnic areas (including shelters)
– Open lawn with/without seating
– Plazas
– School grounds



Park Master Plans
– “New park master plans developed by
the County should include intentionally
designed casual use spaces.”
(Priority Action #5, 1.3.)
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PSMP (2019) Cont.
 Design Guidelines for Privately-Owned, Public Spaces (pgs. 235-243)
– “The purpose of these design guidelines is to provide direction on the design and
function of these spaces. The guidelines are meant to be used in coordination with
other applicable County policies and regulations with the goal of achieving safe,
accessible, comfortable and enjoyable spaces for everyone. These guidelines are
also meant to facilitate biophilic planning and promote ways for people to regularly
access and connect with nature.”
– Six Focus Areas:
1. Planning and Layout
2. Access and Circulation
3. User Comfort
4. Landscaping
5. Amenities
6. Signage
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PSMP (2019) Cont.
 The PSMP contains eleven (11) priority actions, and Priority
Action 7, Section 1.5.9. specifies the development of park
master plans for all new parks or when renovation of an
existing park requires a major rearrangement of park
amenities. Included within this action are:
– Future parks in Crystal City & Columbia Pike (identified in adopted
Sector and Form Based Code plans)
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Park Master Planning Considerations
 The County Board adopted Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-2028
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) does not have funding
allocated for a post-approval, park master planning process
for Center Park. Therefore, the timing of the park master
planning process for Center Park is to be determined.
 The Developer proposes the design, construction, and
maintenance of a “Grand Staircase” (connection to and
from Center Park) as part of their site plan project. The
staircase may contain programmable features consistent
with the CCSP guidance for Center Park.
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Thank you.

