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Neighborhood Conservation Program  
FINAL DESIGN REVIEW MEETING NOTES 
 
 
 
PROJECT NAME:  N Highland St. – Street Improvement Project 
DATE & TIME:   January 16, 2020 
PLACE:      Lyon Park Community Center 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: Presentation of the Final Design for this Pedestrian & Street Improvement 
Project with residents and affected property owners of Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA). 
 
ATTENDEES:  
County Staff: 
 

Tim McIntosh, NC Program Manager 
Jill Yutan, NC Landscape Architect  
Laura Simpson, NC Planner 
Jiong Lin, DES Engineering Supervisor 
Eddie Caccavari, DES Design Engineer 
 

Residents: Scott Milan, Block Representative 108 N Highland St. 
 
 

Thora Colot, NCAC Representative 
 

 
Diane Hauslein 38 N Highland St. 
Christian Maynard 109 N Highland St. 
David Turvene 3012 1st Rd. N 

 Sarah Sunday 101 N Highland St. 
Dexter Blanchard 101 N Highland St. 
Natalie Roy 34 N Highland St. 
Jennifer Li 29 N Highland St. 

 
 

Mark Montgomery 116 N Highland St. 
Arshia Arvandi 102 N Highland St. 
Heather Jones 30 N Highland St. 
Mike Lee 30 N Highland St. 
Anish Patel 31 N Highland St. 
Michael Hennessy 20 N Highland St. 

 
BACKGROUND:   
This project when first proposed was to extend along N Highland St. from N Pershing Dr. to 
Arlington Blvd./Route 50 but did not pass the Neighborhood Conservation (NC) General 
Interest Survey.  The LPCA then revised the scope of the project to extend from 1st Rd. N to 
Arlington Blvd.  This second iteration passed both the General Interest Survey in 2015 and 
then the Final Petition in 2016, garnering support from 87.7% of the linear footage of the 
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affected property owners.  The N Highland St. Project was qualified by the Neighborhood 
Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) and approved for funding by the Arlington County 
Board in the fall of 2016.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:  
The design of this street improvement project includes new curb and gutter on both sides of 
the street, with a sidewalk and grass utility strip on the west side of the street.  At the 
intersection of 1st St. N and N Highland St., new curb and gutter will be installed at each of the 
corners, plus new sidewalk at the SE corner will tie existing sidewalk together from each street 
respectively.  Restoration of the road asphalt is also included in the scope of the project.   
The majority of the street will have a curb-to-curb width of 28’, with one +/- 40’ section 
reducing to 22’ in order to preserve a mature tree in front of house #109 N Highland St.  
Parking will remain on both sides of the street except where the width narrows below 28’.   
All new curb, gutter and sidewalk will be constructed within the County’s Right of Way (ROW) 
along the entire length of the project, and within one existing, permanent easement at the SE 
corner of 1st St. & Highland St. 
 
Concurrent with this project will be the replacement of an existing underground 6” water 
service line with a new 8” water service line between 2nd St. N and Arlington Blvd. by Water 
Sewer Street’s (WSS), and the replacement of a gas main between 2nd St. N & 1st St. N by 
Washington Gas. 
 
MEETING NOTES (Key Points Only):   
 
Presentations 
The meeting began with an introduction of Arlington County staff, the N Highland St. volunteer 
Block Representative Scott Milam, and LPCA’s NCAC Representative Thora Colot. 
 
There were 4 presentations, followed by questions from attending residents:  
• The first was an overview of the project’s background and scope by Laura Simpson.  She 

also explained the traffic and pedestrian safety improvements included in the project and 
notified the group that additional pedestrian/bicycle/vehicle data will be collected and 
analyzed over the next several months by the County’s Transportation Engineering and 
Operations Bureau (TE&O). 
 

• The final street and sidewalk design plans were presented by Jiong Lin and Eddie 
Caccavari.  This included the project limits and details about the design and hardscape 
improvements that will be constructed.   
The overall construction sequencing for the project - gas main relocation will be done first, 
then water main replacement, followed by the hardscape improvements (concrete/asphalt 
work).  Grading and sod restoration will be completed by the street improvement 
contractor.  Landscape and plant installation will be done last by a landscape contractor.  
 

• Jill Yutan presented information on landscaping, including the locations of new street trees 
and restoration of landscaped areas directly impacted by the project construction.  
 

• The fourth was from Doug Raiden, Real Estate Specialist, explaining the temporary 
easement agreements which allow the County and construction contractors access onto 
resident property for construction purposes.  Once complete, the County commits to 
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restoring the property in the area of work that was impacted by construction.  The 
temporary easements become null and void upon completion of construction. 

 
Questions Arising from the Presentations   
Q. Where can I find the project’s webpage on the County website?  
A. To see information about this project: 

• go to the Neighborhood Conservation webpage on the County’s website:   
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/ 

• Select the link for “Capital Improvement Projects” (in blue). 
• Scroll down to the list of “Current Capital Improvement Projects” and select “North 

Highland Street”.   
 
Q. Does this project affect the tax assessment for our property? 
A. No, there is no material change to private property value.   
 
Q. Were stop signs considered in any preliminary design for this project? 
A. No.  Stop signs and their location are under the purview of the Transportation Bureau.  
During the scoping & design phase of this project TE&O collected and analyzed data.  At that 
time they determined stop signs did not meet the criteria.   
 
Q. Who do I contact for questions about transportation/pedestrian safety? 
A. Transportation questions should be sent to DES-TEO@arlingtonva.us 
 
Q. Can we have input on the street trees? 
A. Questions about the location and type of tree to be planted can be discussed with the 
Landscape Architect. 
 
Additional information 
If the County needs to excavate a portion of a homeowner’s property it will be replaced, to the 
extent possible, with a similar material. 
During construction, the only time homeowners will not have access to their driveways will be 
after concrete driveway aprons are poured. The driveway apron concrete must be allowed to 
“set” for three to five days before vehicles can drive on them. 
 
Next Step 
• Residents should expect to see contractors and construction of the gas main relocation 

and water main replacement projects sometime over the next 6-8 months, with anticipated 
completion in the fall of this year. Washington Gas will notify residents directly prior to the 
start of gas main relocation work.  WSS will send out flyers notifying residents prior to the 
watermain replacement project start.   

• Construction of the NC Sidewalk and Street Improvement Project is likely to commence in 
the late Fall of 2020, pending contractor availability and sequencing/completion of other 
construction projects currently underway.  It is anticipated that hardscape construction will 
take 6-8 months, with the landscape installation waiting until the next planting season after 
hardscape construction is complete (in the following spring or fall). 

• NC Staff will schedule a pre-construction meeting for the affected property owners prior to 
the sidewalk and street improvement construction.  Flyers will be emailed and/or hand 
delivered by the Block Representative inviting property owners to attend approximately 
one week before this work begins.  These meetings are held on-site and on a weekday 
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morning, typically at 8:30 am.  The preconstruction meeting will include the County’s 
Construction Management personnel and representatives from the construction contractor. 

 
 
Any questions regarding this project or process can be directed to Laura Simpson, Neighborhood 
Conservation Planner, at 703-228-3813 or lsimpson@arlingtonva.us. 
 
 
Cc:  All owners of property within project limits 
  Thora Colot, NCAC Representative for LPCA 
  Peter Zirnite, LPCA President 
 
Encl:  Final Design Plan 
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