
A Green Street reduces the volume of stormwater 

and stormwater pollutants that enter our local 

streams, the Potomac River, and the Chesapeake 

Bay. Located in the street’s public right-of-way, the 

vegetated areas in a Green Street are rain gardens.  

 

The rain gardens provide a temporary place for 

water to collect, be filtered by the soil and plants, 

and soak into the ground or be released into the 

stormwater system. An underground pipe, or 

underdrain, connects the rain garden with the 

stormwater system. The pipe ensures that the rain 

garden will drain in less than 48 hours. 

 

The rain gardens are maintained by the County on 

a monthly basis during the growing season. 

Regular maintenance ensures that the gardens are 

attractive and properly function.   

 

The Environmental Benefits of 

Green Streets 
Green Streets address both the volume of 

stormwater and the pollutants that stormwater 

carries.  
 

Volume: Significant quantities of stormwater enter 

our streams during storms, causing erosion in our 

streams that exposes infrastructure and 

undermines trees. 
 

Pollutants: Stormwater causes poor water quality 

when it washes pollutants like nitrogen, 

phosphorus, sediment, bacteria, and litter into our 

streams.  
 

Regulations: Arlington’s Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer Permit (MS4 Permit) and the 

Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load 

(TMDL) require Arlington to address the volume 

and pollutant loads in our stormwater.  

Green Streets 

Arlington Green Street—32nd Street North 

Arlington Green Street—North Kensington Street 

Arlington Green Street—Patrick Henry Drive.  

Washington D.C. Green Street—Tree pits on the left, rain 

gardens on the right. 



Green Streets http://projects.arlingtonva.us/programs/stormwater-management/green-streets/ 

 
Arlington County Government provides accommodations for qualified individuals with disabilities as  described in the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. To arrange for accommodation, please call 703-228-4488, TTY 703-228-4611. 

Who maintains the rain garden? 
The County maintains the rain garden on a monthly 

basis during the growing season. Maintenance 

activities include weeding, pruning, cleaning out 

sediment and litter, replacing plants when necessary, 

and ensuring under drains and overflows function 

correctly.  

 

Is the rain garden a safety hazard? 
The rain garden is designed to contain no more than 

six inches of ponded water and only hold water for a 

few hours following a storm. Additional water 

overflows to a stormwater inlet. The special rain 

garden soil ensures that the water will quickly soak 

into the ground.  

 

How do we know the rain garden is working? 

The rain garden is designed to capture the first inch 

of rainfall, which carries the majority of pollutants. 

During heavy rain storms, the rain garden overflows 

to a stormwater inlet when it reaches capacity. The 

County regularly monitors the rain gardens. If you 

see a problem, report it to des@arlingtonva.us. 

 

What kinds of plants will be in the rain 

garden? 

Native plants that are salt tolerant and can thrive in 

both wet and dry conditions are chosen for Green 

Street rain gardens. The selected plants will also 

grow no more than 2.5 feet above the curb.                

 

Will the rain garden breed mosquitoes? 
The rain gardens are designed to drain in less than 

48 hours to prevent mosquito breeding. The rain 

garden’s special soil and connection to a stormwater 

inlet ensure that the water can easily soak into the 

soil and exit to the stormwater system.  

Green Street FAQs 

Arlington Green Street—Pentagon City, South Hayes 

Street 

Arlington Green Street—32nd Street North 

Water from the street enters the rain garden through 

the curb cuts. 
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