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Executive Summary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
On behalf of the Arlington County Department of Community Planning, Housing & Development
(CPHD), AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM) of Arlington County, Virginia conducted a cultural
resources survey of Lee Highway (US Route 29), in Arlington County, between January 2019 and
February 2020. The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey is a component of the larger “Plan Lee
Highway” project, a long-range plan and comprehensive vision for the Lee Highway corridor conducted
by AECOM for the CPHD.
The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey consisted of the following tasks: 1) Meetings; 2)
Background Research; 3) Field Investigation; and 4) Report of Findings. The survey was conducted by
AECOM’s Secretary of the Interior (SOI)-qualified architectural historians, who attended numerous inperson and telephone meetings with CPHD staff as well as three public meetings, and submitted weekly
progress reports to the CPHD during the field work phase.
Working with both CPHD staff and the general public, AECOM developed a list of 120 resources
(buildings, structures, objects, and sites) within the Plan Lee Highway study area to be researched,
surveyed, and documented either at the reconnaissance level (105) or in-depth level (15). The
reconnaissance-level survey consisted of on-line research including County tax records and building
permits, historic aerial photographs and maps, and secondary sources. In-depth-level research included all
of the above, as well as interviews with owners and/or informants, extensive primary and secondary
source research, and historic photographs. The survey scope included such non-traditional resources as
historic sites without extant buildings or structures; gathering spaces and cultural landscapes; resources
associated with ethnic/minority groups; and resources less than 50 years old but still historically
significant. The surveyed properties were a representative sample from the following resource types:
Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) properties; African American resources; Parks, Open Spaces and
Community Facilities; Modern Architecture; Civil War Fort sites; “Legacy Businesses;” Transportation;
and previously surveyed resources with frontage on Lee Highway.
Background research included a review of past surveys and studies of Lee Highway; documentation of
properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or as Arlington County Local
Historic Districts; County tax and building permit records; historic maps, aerials, and photographs;
published and unpublished secondary and primary sources; and informant interviews. Based on this
research, AECOM developed written historic contexts for several property types including shopping
centers, commercial buildings, apartment buildings, Civil War fort sites, parks and recreation, and African
American resources.
Fieldwork, conducted between June 2019 and February 2020, involved written and photographic
documentation of each individual resource and its immediate surroundings. The results of the research
and fieldwork phases were entered into the Virginia Cultural Resources Information System (VCRIS)
database to include name (historic and current), address; construction date; site and architectural
description, including any observed alterations; historic context; an assessment of significance and
integrity; and a bibliography.
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Executive Summary
The County will utilize the newly updated and expanded information collected on Lee Highway cultural
resources to inform planning efforts in the Lee Highway corridor. This report contains general
recommendations for further identification and public recognition of Lee Highway’s cultural resources, as
well as, general methods for documentation, preservation and/or interpretation. CPHD historic
preservation and planning staff and AECOM will evaluate the cultural resources survey and identify those
historic resources that should be preserved (wholly or in part) or recognized through interpretation (onsite or nearby). Future recommendations will be consistent with the policies of the Historic Preservation
Master Plan and Historic Resources Inventory (HRI), regarding appropriate levels of preservation,
interpretation, documentation and storytelling techniques. For resources with existing building(s),
structure(s) or physical feature(s), the cultural resources survey will inform the types of scenarios (full or
partial redevelopment) that will be explored in Phase 2 of Plan Lee Highway. The scenarios will test the
economic and development feasibility of achieving full or partial preservation.
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SECTION ONE
1.0
1.1

Introduction and Project Description

INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION

This report describes the background, methodology, and results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources
Survey conducted within the Lee Highway (US Route 29) transportation corridor in Arlington County,
Virginia (Figure 1-1). The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey is a component of the larger planning
study, “Plan Lee Highway”. The study, which began in January 2019, is conducted by AECOM
Technical Services Inc. (AECOM) of Arlington with the Arlington County Department of Community
Planning, Housing & Development (CPHD). This report section briefly describes the Lee Highway
Cultural Resources Survey area; provides a description of Plan Lee Highway and the cultural resources
survey scope of work; and outlines previous cultural resource investigations in the study area.
The sections that follow describe the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey methodology (Section 2);
present important historic contexts identified during the survey (Section 3); summarize the results of the
cultural resources survey (including the identification of significant resources) in the form of survey
matrices, (Section 4); and provide recommendations for further identification of resources and methods
for celebrating and recognizing the most significant of the identified resources (Section 5).

Planning Study Area

Figure 1-1 Project Location, Lee Highway (US Route 29), Arlington County, Virginia
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LEE HIGHWAY DESCRIPTION

Lee Highway, also known as US Route 29 in Arlington County, is an east-west arterial highway spanning
the full length of Arlington County between the Potomac River and Rosslyn on the east and the City of
Falls Church on the west. Its eastern terminus is a gateway into downtown Washington, D.C. via the
Francis Scott Key Memorial Bridge, while its western terminus is at the City of Falls Church-Arlington
County line. The topography of the highway corridor is mostly gently rolling, with few completely level
stretches. Some of its lowest points include the intersections of Spout Run Parkway, N. Sycamore Street,
and Fairfax Drive. Among the highest points along Lee Highway are the intersections with N. Cleveland
Street, N. Glebe Road, N. Culpeper Street, N. Lexington Street, and Washington Boulevard.
Lee Highway is not a limited-access roadway and instead features stretches of low-rise commercial
development, usually with direct access to the highway via driveways and curb cuts. This development
consists of both stand-alone commercial buildings and shopping centers/strip malls, especially between
the intersections of N. Lexington and N. Harrison Streets; N. George Mason Drive and N. Woodstock
Street; and Military Road and Spout Run Parkway. Interspersed along the corridor are residential areas
featuring both single-family homes and multi-family units and apartment buildings. Areas with a high
level of residential concentration with direct access from Lee Highway include stretches between N.
Sycamore Street and N. Lexington Street; and Spout Run Parkway and N. Lynn Street. While most
commercial structures face onto Lee Highway, residential areas for the most part are located on the nongrid secondary streets. There are few green spaces directly accessible from Lee Highway, with the
exception of Tuckahoe Park, Lee Center Park, Lyon Village Park, and Hall’s Hill/Highview Park.
Automobile and pedestrian traffic on Lee Highway is controlled by timed traffic signals at major
intersections.
Other transportation arteries within close proximity to Lee Highway include sections of Interstate 66 (I66), the Washington & Old Dominion (W&OD) Trail, and the Martha Custis Trail. At its east end, Lee
Highway is divided into separate eastbound and westbound lanes to accommodate I-66, which runs
below-grade and in between the two sides of the corridor. The westbound lanes cross over I-66 before
reconnecting at N. Veitch Street. A second overpass is near N. Kirkwood Road. At its west end, Lee
Highway crosses over I-66 between Washington Boulevard and Fairfax Drive. Occasionally crossing Lee
Highway is the W&OD Trail, which runs along the former railbed of the now-defunct W&OD Railroad.
The trail crosses Lee Highway adjacent to Fairfax Drive and then follows I-66 until it intersects with the
Martha Custis Trail by Patrick Henry Drive. The Martha Custis Trail then crosses over Lee Highway near
N. Kirkwood Road via a bridge and then continues along I-66 into Rosslyn where it follows Lee Highway
until N. Lynn Street. From that point, it becomes known as the Mount Vernon Trail.
1.3

“PLAN LEE HIGHWAY” PROJECT DESCRIPTION

“Plan Lee Highway” is the formal planning process for local residents and business owners to work
alongside CPHD to develop a long-range plan that will set out a comprehensive vision for the Lee
Highway corridor and guide long-term public and private investment. For almost a decade, Lee Highway
community leaders have been working through grass-roots efforts to engage the communities along the
corridor in discussions about the corridor’s future. In order to prepare an inclusive, well-coordinated, and
forward-thinking long-range plan for Lee Highway that will guide decisions on future public and private
investments, the County established a multi-disciplinary staff team and designed a multilayered
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community engagement process. The Plan Lee Highway process was led by the CPHD staff team,
supported by AECOM—its multi-disciplinary planning consultant—and validated by the community.
Identifying historically significant community resources and celebrating the many and diverse cultural
resources present along Lee Highway is consistent with the County’s Historic Preservation Master Plan.
Historic and cultural resources is one of nine key planning elements that will be addressed through Plan
Lee Highway. The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey is an integral part of these identification and
celebration efforts.
1.4

SCOPE OF WORK FOR THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY

As stated in the Scope of Work as approved and included in the Notice of Award issued November 29,
2018 by Arlington County to AECOM:
“The Contractor will conduct a Cultural Resources Survey to assist the County in
implementing historic preservation measures in the Lee Highway Architectural Survey
Area. The Cultural Resources Survey will increase the appreciation for the Lee Highway
corridor’s cultural history by all County residents. To this end, the survey will take in
many non-traditional resource types beyond traditional building types such as open
spaces, parks, and gathering places, as well as many objects and resources deemed
locally significant by its residents. The identification, recognition, and preservation of
resources such as these are crucial to maintaining strong, resilient communities,
including Lee Highway. All contractors must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
Professional Qualification Standards as outlined in 36 CFR Part 61. Contractor will
maintain regular consultation with Arlington County staff, local residents and
information sources, and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR). The
survey will be conducted according to VDHR standards.”
1.5

PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED RESOURCES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL
RESOURCES SURVEY AREA

Part of the County’s Comprehensive Plan, the Historic Preservation Master Plan (HPMP) is the primary
guide for historic resources in Arlington County. The purpose of the HPMP is to establish proactive
priorities, goals, and objectives for preservation activities that involve the historic built environment and
Arlington County history in general. Its goals are to enhance the understanding of Arlington’s history and
historic character; better integrate preservation values into County planning, land use, and other policies
and practices; and protect historic neighborhoods, corridors, commercial centers, and civic buildings. An
essential feature of the HPMP is to conduct cultural resources surveys and to regularly update previously
collected information on historic resources. To date, there has been no comprehensive Arlington Countysponsored architectural survey that has focused on Lee Highway as a historic roadway and transportation
corridor, or on the character-defining features of the architectural and historic resources located directly
along the Lee Highway corridor. This has created a significant data gap in any assessment of the
importance of cultural resources in planning efforts for Lee Highway.
Beginning in 1996 and continuing into 2013, Arlington County sponsored and/or funded numerous
phased historic architectural identification surveys to record and document the County’s numerous
historic residential neighborhoods dating from the early twentieth century through the New Deal and post-
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World War II periods. Beginning in the 1980s, the Virginia State Historic Preservation Office, also
known as the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR), began to digitize its vast collection of
architectural and archaeological survey records of the Commonwealth’s historic resources, including
those in Arlington County. In 2013, VDHR launched the Virginia Cultural Resources Information System
(VCRIS), its on-line cultural resource inventory for use by local government planning agencies, historic
preservation professionals, and the general public.
Although the County has its share of nationally recognized historic resources, including Arlington House
(The Robert E. Lee Memorial), the Pentagon, and Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington County is also
notable for its characteristic early-twentieth-century residential subdivisions, New Deal and World War
II-era garden apartments, and strip shopping centers and commercial buildings from the post-war period.
The County has carried out a robust program of cultural resources identification, historic designation, and
preservation as part of its comprehensive planning process. Arlington was the first Virginia locality, and
is one of only a few nationwide, to create a Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) — a groundbreaking
effort to comprehensively identify and rank specific types of its historic buildings according to their
historical/architectural significance and integrity. More recently, the County has started to identify
historic resources associated with Arlington’s long-time or “legacy” businesses, as well as African
American history through the segregation and Civil Rights eras. Since 2013, the County has been
focusing more on cultural groups in Arlington County and their heritage than on architecture alone. These
cultural groups include Vietnamese, Latinos, and people of Caribbean origin.
Previously recorded resources within the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey area fall within the
following categories, which are described in more detail below:
1.
2.
3.
4.

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
Arlington County Local Historic Districts
HRI
Other Previously Surveyed Resources on Lee Highway

National Register of Historic Places
The NRHP was established as part of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and is the nation’s
official list of buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts that embody the historical and cultural
foundations of the United States that are worthy of preservation. Managed by the VDHR in partnership
with the National Park Service for properties in Virginia, the NRHP recognizes properties of local, state,
and national significance. There are 12 historic resources (4 individual sites and 8 historic districts) listed
in the NRHP that are wholly or partially within the study area. In addition, VDHR has determined two
historic districts are “potentially eligible” for listing in the NRHP:
1. Calvert Manor
2. Cherrydale Historic District
3. Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Department
4. Colonial Village Historic District
5. Glebewood Village Historic District
6. Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Historic District
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7. Lyon Park Historic District
8. Lyon Village Historic District
9. George Crossman House
10. Maywood Historic District
11. Stratford Junior High School
12. Waverly Hills Historic District
13. Leeway-Overlee Historic District (“potentially eligible” for NRHP)
14. Old Dominion Historic District (“potentially eligible” for NRHP)
Arlington County Local Historic Districts
Arlington County Local Historic Districts are designated by the Arlington County Board and can include
individual resources or collections of historic buildings, garden apartments, districts, cemeteries and
natural formations per Section 11.3 and Section 15.7 of the County Zoning Ordinance. The following
seven properties are wholly or partially within the Lee Highway Study Area and are designated as
Arlington County Local Historic Districts (note that individual resources and historic districts are both
known as “districts”):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Calloway Cemetery
Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Department
Dawson-Bailey House
Eastman-Fenwick House
Benjamin Elliott Coal Trestle
Maywood Historic District
Stratford Junior High School

HRI Properties

Arlington County’s HRI was adopted in 2011 to comprehensively identify and rank specific types of
historic buildings according to their historical/architectural significance and integrity. Phase 1 of the HRI
was limited to three types of historic resources: Garden Apartments and Complexes (low-, mid-, and
high-rise); Shopping Centers; and Commercial Buildings. At the completion of the survey, a total of 394
historic resources were identified and assessed for their significance and integrity. Each property is
classified into one of six categories: Essential, Important, Notable, Minor, Altered/Not Historic, and
Demolished.
There are 52 properties identified in the HRI that are located in the Lee Highway Cultural Resources
Survey area. Below in parentheses are the number of properties identified within each category:
•
•
•
•

Essential – County’s top priorities for preservation that include the most significant, best
preserved, and key resources that best define Arlington history (1)
Important – Central to County’s history, but less distinctive than and/or have less physical
integrity than Essential (20)
Notable – Have historic elements related to County’s history, but lack sufficient historic context,
integrity, and/or significance compared to Essential and Important (8)
Minor – Altered substantially over time and/or not distinctive examples of their building type (9)
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Altered/Not Historic - (6)
Demolished - (8)

Other Previously Surveyed Cultural Resources on Lee Highway
Before this 2019-2020 survey, there had been no comprehensive cultural resources survey focused
exclusively on Lee Highway. In addition to the resources identified in the above-described categories,
several additional individual resources on Lee Highway have been identified and recorded over the years.
These resources include sections of previously identified historic districts with frontage on Lee Highway,
individual resources recorded as part of compliance with federal historic preservation laws and
regulations, resources identified by County historical markers, and some historic African American
resources. Much of this previously gathered information is out-of-date and varies widely in
comprehensiveness and quality.
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2.0

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey consisted of the following tasks: 1) Meetings; 2)
Background Research; 3) Field Investigation; and 4) Report of Findings. The survey was conducted by
AECOM’s Secretary of the Interior (SOI) Standards-qualified architectural historians.
2.1

MEETINGS

Throughout the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey, AECOM staff attended several in-person and
telephone meetings with CPHD staff, as well as two public meetings. The purpose of these meetings was
to identify and develop a list of resources for survey; identify known research sources; identify
individuals for oral interviews; and to provide project updates. AECOM provided CPHD staff with a
weekly written project update during the fieldwork phase of the survey.
2.2

IDENTIFICATION OF LEE HIGHWAY RESOURCES FOR SURVEY

Working with both CPHD staff and the general public, AECOM developed a list of 120 resources to be
researched, surveyed, and documented at the reconnaissance level (105) and at a more in-depth level (15).
Reconnaissance-level survey is defined as on-line research including tax records and building permits,
historic aerial photographs and maps, and some secondary sources. In-depth research is defined as all of
the above, as well as interviews with owners and/or informants, extensive primary and secondary
research, and historic photographs. Following the project scope of work, surveyed properties extended
beyond resources customarily included in a “building survey” and included such non-traditional resources
as historic sites without extant buildings, gathering spaces and cultural landscapes, resources associated
with ethnic/minority groups, and resources less than 50 years old but still historically significant.
Generally, Lee Highway resources listed in the NRHP or as Arlington County Local Historic Districts
were not re-surveyed as part of this project, given their existing adequate level of information.
The historic resources in the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey area that were prioritized for
research, survey, and documentation were selected from the sources and/or priorities listed below. The
resources researched and surveyed represent resource types located across the entire Lee Highway
corridor. There are a number of important sites, events and stories found along the corridor that contribute
to Lee Highway’s history and deserve to be brought forward, made more legible, and celebrated. The Lee
Highway Cultural Resources Survey uncovered new places, events, and people that have contributed to
making Lee Highway special.
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1. HRI Properties: The list of HRI properties within the Lee Highway Study Area includes a mix of
garden apartments and apartment complexes, commercial buildings, and shopping centers.
Priority was given to re-surveying those HRI properties in the study area that are categorized as
Important or Notable, updating the architectural and historical information in VCRIS, and
evaluating them within their historic context as part of the Lee Highway corridor.
Examples of HRI Properties include: Fort Strong Apartments (Apartment Buildings) Figure 2-1;
Troutman Homes (Commercial Buildings) Figure 2-2; and Garden City Shopping Center
(Shopping Centers) Figure 2-3.

Figure 2- 1 Fort Strong Apartments, 2000 North Daniel Street (AECOM October 2019)
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Figure 2- 2 Troutman Homes, 2113 North Quebec Street (AECOM October 2019)

Figure 2- 3 Garden City Shopping Center, 5123-5183 Lee Highway
(AECOM October 2019)
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2. African American Historic Resources: Priority was given to surveying and documenting nonbuilding resources such as parks, cemeteries, and sites of demolished buildings and structures of
historical importance for Arlington’s African American community. These include the sites of sitins that took place at several chain drugstore lunch counters along Lee Highway during the early
1960s. Two recent studies that synthesize and document Arlington County’s African American
historic resources, including the Draft “Multiple Property Documentation of African American
Historic Resources in Arlington County, Virginia” (2017) and “A Guide to the African American
Heritage of Arlington County, Virginia" (2016), were utilized to evaluate these resources for
local, state, and national significance.
Examples of African American historic resources include the “Segregation Wall” (Figure 2-4)
and Arlington Fire Station No. 8, (Figure 2-5).

Figure 2- 4 “Segregation Wall” between N. Edison Street and N. Glebe Road along the
south end of Highview Park (AECOM October 2019)
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Figure 2- 5 Arlington County Fire Station No. 8, 2209 N. Culpeper Street (AECOM
October 2019)
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3. Parks, Open Spaces, and Community Facilities: Only a few historic resources used for recreation,
as gathering spaces, and as community facilities in the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
area have been documented as part of previous architectural surveys. Additionally, primarysource historical documentation on Arlington County parks is mostly elusive or non-existent. The
Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey identified several parks along or near Lee Highway less
than 50 years old not normally considered historic.
Examples of Parks, Open Spaces, and Community Facilities include the Cherrydale Branch
Library (Figure 2-6) and Slater Park (Figure 2-7).

Figure 2- 6 Cherrydale Branch Library, 2190 N. Military Road (AECOM October 2019)
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Figure 2- 7 Slater Park, 1837 N. Culpeper Street (AECOM October 2019)
4.

Legacy Businesses: During the Spring of 2017, students in the Urban Design Studio at Virginia
Tech’s Masters in Urban and Regional Planning Program (Alexandria campus) partnered with the
County’s Historic Preservation Program to document and map “Legacy Businesses” (defined as
those businesses in operation for more than 25 years) throughout Arlington. Through oral
interviews and archival research, the Virginia Tech study produced short histories of 10
businesses along Lee Highway and their relation to the overall Arlington community. The goal of
the Legacy Businesses project was to bring to light the stories and voices associated with
longtime places that may not be typically viewed as historic resources, but that nonetheless
comprise an essential part of community and vitality. AECOM and the CPHD identified 10
additional Legacy Businesses for research and survey as part of the Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey, including conducting interviews with business owners.
Examples of Legacy Businesses include The Italian Store (Figure 2-8) and
KH Art Framing (Figure 2-9).
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Figure 2- 8 The Italian Store, Lyon Village Shopping Center, 3123 Lee Highway (AECOM
October 2019)

Figure 2- 9 KH Art Framing, 4745 Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)
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5. Civil War Fort Sites: The sites of two earthen forts – Fort Bennett and Fort Strong – erected
during the Civil War as part of the Military Defenses of Washington are located within the Lee
Highway Cultural Resources Survey area. Although neither fort is still extant, their sites are
commemorated by County historical markers placed in 1965 on the 100th anniversary of the
war’s end.
Example of Civil War Fort Sites includes Fort Bennett (Figure 2-10).

Figure 2- 10 Fort Bennett Site Marker, 22nd Street N. (AECOM October 2019)
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6. Post-1955 Resources and Modern Architecture: The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
identified, researched, and recorded significant post-1955 resources in the study area that were
not included in previous architectural surveys because they did not meet the 50-year-and-older
threshold for survey and documentation.
Examples of Post-1955 Resources and Modern Architecture include Wood-Lee Arms Apartments
(Figure 2-11) and the Russell Building (Figure 2-12).

Figure 2- 11 Wood-Lee Arms Apartments, 4400 Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)
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Figure 2- 12 Russell Building, 4620 Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)
7. Other Previously Recorded Cultural Resources along Lee Highway: The Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey identified, researched, and recorded numerous resources along Lee Highway in
the VCRIS database that had been surveyed at various points in time; the information previously
collected varied widely in comprehensiveness. The surveyed resources were assessed for their
significance according to the resource categories and historic contexts listed above.
Examples of Previously Recorded Cultural Resources Along Lee Highway include: Tops Dry
Cleaners (Figure 2-13) and Oriental Rosewood Imports Furniture (Figure 2-14).
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Figure 2- 13 Tops Dry Cleaners, 5210 Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)

Figure 2- 14 Oriental Rosewood Imports Furniture, 4050 Lee Highway
(AECOM October 2019)
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8. Transportation Resources: The Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey included two primary
transportation resources that played crucial roles in the history and development of the study area:
the route of the W&OD, and Lee Highway itself.

Figure 2- 15 Martha Custis Trail bridge (former Washington & Old Dominion Railroad
route) at Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)

Figure 2- 16 Lee Highway (AECOM October 2019)
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH

AECOM conducted background research on the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey area and on
individual resources and sites. Research was conducted online, as well as in-person at the Center for
Local History at the Arlington Central Library. Research sources included previous architectural and
historic surveys, theme studies, NRHP nominations, Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) of Garden
Apartments and African American Resources, newspaper and magazine articles, published and
unpublished books and manuscripts, historic maps and atlases, historic photographs and aerials, videos,
historic structures reports, and the 2017 Virginia Tech study of Arlington County Legacy Businesses. As
part of the in-depth research on 15 selected resources, AECOM also conducted in-person and telephone
interviews with property owners and informants (CPHD staff assisted AECOM in identifying and
contacting these informants).
2.4

FIELD SURVEY

Before the beginning of fieldwork in June 2019, the CPHD sent an informational letter to all owners of
properties targeted for both reconnaissance-level and in-depth survey. The CPHD also gave AECOM
architectural historians a letter of introduction to be carried in the field. The field survey included written
and photographic documentation of the survey resources, mostly from the public right-of-way, although
property access was often granted by owners and/or tenants.
2.5

DATA ENTRY

AECOM produced draft survey forms with information organized according to VDHR standards and
submitted these forms for review and comment by CPHD staff. Each survey form contained basic
information on name, address, tax ID, and location; site and building description, noting observable
alterations and additions; construction date; a historic context statement and individual building history;
an assessment of eligibility for listing in the NRHP based on historic significance and integrity; and a
bibliography. The survey form is accompanied by a separate photo sheet with two or more color, digital
photographs of the resource and any contributing secondary resource. Once reviewedby CPHD staff, the
revised survey form was entered into the VCRIS database for submission to the VDHR archives. The
VCRIS records are accessible to the general public, although the photographs are not.
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3.0

HISTORIC CONTEXTS

According to the National Park Service: “The significance of a historic property can be judged and
explained only when it is evaluated within its historic context. Historic contexts are those patterns or
trends in history by which a specific occurrence, property, or site is understood and its meaning (and
ultimately its significance) within history or prehistory is made clear.” This report section includes an
historical overview of the Lee Highway transportation corridor, as well as written historic contexts for the
following previously identified resource types: Garden Apartments and Apartment Buildings;
Commercial Buildings; Shopping Centers and Strip Malls; African American resources; Parks and
Recreation resources; and Civil War Sites.
3.1

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF LEE HIGHWAY

Lee Highway, one of the most historically important transportation routes in Arlington County (originally
Alexandria County), was pivotal to the development of the county’s northernmost suburban communities.
Prior to the Civil War, colonial-era roads such as Little Falls Road and the Georgetown and Falls Church
Road (now Wilson Boulevard) were the primary transportation routes from Falls Church and points west
to the Chain Bridge and Aqueduct Bridge into Georgetown. Before the Civil War, land use surrounding
Lee Highway consisted of large farms owned by the prominent Hall, Febrey, and Wunder families,
among others. After the Civil War, these large family farms were partially broken up and portions sold off
in smaller parcels to individual families. The Hall Plantation, which now forms the nucleus of the Hall’s
Hill neighborhood south of Lee Highway, was broken up and sold to newly freed African Americans.
This allowed for the creation of new communities, and with a growing population, a greater need for
better transportation (Arlington County 2017).
At the request of Alexandria and Falls Church landowners, an Act of the Virginia General Assembly in
1867 approved the opening of stock subscriptions for the Fairfax & Georgetown Pike Company and the
eventual creation of the Fairfax - Georgetown Road, the precursor to Lee Highway. The road would
supplement the old Falls Church Road by providing a northern route for travel between Falls Church and
Georgetown and the rest of Washington, D.C. The project proceeded slowly and was abandoned by the
1870s but was revived in 1888 when landowners near Falls Church finally incorporated for the creation of
the road. However, the road was never established as a turnpike with tolls, and its construction proceeded
sporadically. By 1900, the road had been completed, running from Falls Church to the Aqueduct Bridge,
just upriver from the present-day Francis Scott Key Bridge. This unpaved road, known as the Fairfax Georgetown Road, was the precursor to modern-day Lee Highway (Arlington County 2017).
At around the same time, the Great Falls division of the W&OD Railroad, which ran roughly parallel to
several sections of the turnpike, hastened residential development along this route. For the first time, this
part of Arlington County was serviced by scheduled, all-weather transportation that enabled residents to
commute to and shop in areas previously inaccessible. Leaving Georgetown and crossing the Aqueduct
Bridge, the rail line branched off in Rosslyn from the older Washington, Arlington and Falls Church
electric trolley, and traveled north through the Cherrydale neighborhood. The rail line had numerous
“stops” along Lee Highway, usually consisting of a wood shed erected by a local landowner, or a general
store; for example, Shreve’s Store on Lee Highway served as the Cherrydale “stop” for many years.
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Another important stop was at Thrifton Junction, near present-day Spout Run Parkway, where a
connecting rail line proceeded south to join the railroad’s Bluemont division (Arlington County 2017).
At the turn of the twentieth century, most roads in Arlington were still unpaved, reflecting the
predominance of travel by foot or horse-drawn vehicles. The rise of automobile and truck traffic, and the
inadequacy of the old dirt road network led to advances in the national transportation network. Under the
“Good Roads Movement,” citizens nationwide advocated for improved roads. The movement gained
national prominence when President Woodrow Wilson signed the Federal Aid Road Act of 1916. During
this time, Virginia created its own “Good Roads Association.” To improve conditions, the use of concrete
for the construction of roads was introduced. The first slabs were about six inches thick and featured
dowels for reinforcement (Pasko 1998; VDOT 2006; Arlington County 2017).
The idea to create an automobile highway in Virginia dedicated to Confederate General Robert E. Lee
was conceived by Professor David Carlisle Humphreys of Washington and Lee University in Lexington,
VA. On February 22, 1919, a meeting was held in Roanoke to plan a road from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
to New Orleans to be named after Lee. On December 3, 1919, the Lee Highway Association was
officially formed. The re-aligned route as conceived would have traveled from New York City, through
Washington, D.C., to San Francisco, CA. Following a recommendation from the Virginia State Highway
Commission in 1921 for an 18-foot-wide concrete highway, Lee Highway was added to the state highway
system by an Act of the General Assembly in March 1922. A new Zero Milestone marker was erected on
the Ellipse behind the White House and dedicated by President Warren G. Harding on June 4, 1923. The
4-foot-high pink granite monument remains the official starting point for measurement of highway
distances from Washington, D.C.. By 1926, the highway was designated US Route 29, as part of the
numbered US Highway System (Johnson 2008; Templeman 1969; Arlington County 2017).
During its early years, Lee Highway served mostly as an intra-county highway connecting residential
neighborhoods with small commercial centers. Hall’s Hill, Maywood, Cherrydale, Lyon Village, and
Waverly Hills became important points along Lee Highway during this period. During the 1920s and
1930s, many improvements were made to these early, generally white subdivisions with the installation
of water and sewer lines, the paving of roads, local mail service, and a traffic light at the intersection of
Glebe Road and Lee Highway, known as the Wunders Crossroads, in 1935.
Many of the commercial areas along Lee Highway consisted of “mom and pop” stores and manufacturing
properties such as the Cherrydale Cement Block Company in Cherrydale and factories such as the Cherry
Smash Company’s bottling facility in Rosslyn. The ease and flexibility of automobile travel contrasted
with the ever-deteriorating service of the W&OD and the rail line ceased passenger service in 1934.
Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, many new businesses began to spring up related to the automobile, such
as gas stations, auto dealerships, auto repair shops, and auto parts stores. Multi-family housing, such as
the Lyon Village Apartments (1940) and the Palisade Gardens Apartments (1947), were built on or near
Lee Highway, adding to population growth in the area (Franklin Survey Company 1935; Rebeck 1989;
Arlington County 2017).
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By the mid-twentieth century, demand for suburban housing resulted in the platting and subdivision of
formerly rural areas in the western part of the county, resulting in the Yorktown, Tara-Leeway Heights,
Allencrest and Leeway-Overlee neighborhoods. Strip shopping centers, prominently sited at strategic
intersections and readily accessible by auto, were also constructed during this time to accommodate the
influx in population and popularity of the automobile. Examples include Cherrydale Station Shopping
Center (1957), Lee-Harrison Shopping Center (1962) and Lyon Village Shopping Center (1964). The
community also began to invest in its communal spaces such as the Overlee Community Association and
Pool (1957) and Cherrydale Branch Library (1961) (Arlington County 2017; NETRONLINE 2020).
In 1950, Spout Run Parkway was constructed connecting Lee Highway with what would become George
Washington Memorial Parkway. In 1959, Lee Highway was widened from two lanes to four lanes (except
between N. Quincy Street and N. Woodstock Street), resulting in the demolition of many commercial
businesses and/or the loss of parking lots facing the highway. At the Garden City Shopping Center, in the
5100 block of Lee Highway, concrete retaining walls were added, and its off-street parking was reduced.
The intersection at Lee Highway/Military Road/Quincy Street was also reconfigured, altering the original
course of these roads.
In 1982, Lee Highway in Rosslyn was divided into two roads with each side traveling in one direction to
accommodate the construction of I-66. In East Falls Church, Lee Highway had to be elevated to pass over
I-66. The W&OD right-of-way was condemned to construct I-66; portions of it have since been converted
to a bike path. The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, whose Orange and Silver line routes
run along a section of I-66, has stations near Lee Highway at East Falls Church and at Rosslyn (Rebeck
1989; METRONLINE 2020).
3.2

GARDEN APARTMENTS AND APARTMENT BUILDINGS

Beginning in the late nineteenth century, American architects and urban planners developed new forms of
“purpose-built” apartment housing that appealed to working- and middle-class residents as an alternative
to inner-city tenements. At the same time, the proliferation of streetcar lines radiating from city centers
encouraged the development of formerly rural areas surrounding major cities for residential and
commercial use. With more affordable real estate in Arlington County than in downtown Washington,
D.C., developers profited by building rental apartment buildings that featured innovative designs and
quality materials. Between 1934 and 1954, approximately 176 individual apartment buildings and
complexes were built in Arlington County (Traceries 2003).
Several factors contributed to this explosion in apartment building construction. First was the severe
shortage of housing, including affordable rental housing, resulting from the dramatic increase in the
Washington metropolitan area’s population during and after the two world wars and the New Deal.
Second was the role that the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) played in financing and/or insuring
loans to builders and developers who had to adhere to FHA’s design and quality standards for multifamily housing. Third was Arlington’s accessibility by streetcar and later by automobile to Washington,
D.C., making it a desirable residential location. An added attraction was that Arlington’s apartment
buildings historically have been well integrated with other civic enhancements and improved
infrastructure, including schools, shopping centers, and recreational facilities. Some Arlington apartment
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complexes were even designed to be self-sustaining communities with their own services, in addition to
being in close proximity to schools and recreation.
Garden apartment complexes are among the most identifiable and distinctive features of Arlington
County’s built environment. The “Garden Apartments, Apartment Houses, and Apartment Complexes in
Arlington County Virginia: 1934-1954” MPD identifies three main apartment types and their
characteristics (Traceries 2003). 1 The “Garden Apartment,” an outgrowth of the Garden City Movement
of the early 1900s, consists of one or more buildings, no more than three stories tall and with either a
single or separate entrance, in which the landscaping, siting, and shared outside common areas are
integral features of the overall design. Some larger garden apartment complexes also incorporated retail
establishments in their design. The “Individual Apartment” typology (low-, mid-, and high-rise) consists
of stand-alone buildings with single or separate entrances, with or without a lobby and other shared
interior spaces, such as laundry rooms. Individual Apartment buildings (low- and mid-rise), especially
those financed by FHA, were two or three stories tall without an elevator. As land in Arlington became
more expensive after World War II, the “Individual High-rise Apartment (more than seven stories) and
High-rise Apartment Complex (three or more buildings)” types with elevators became more common.
The high-rise complex was designed to maximize smaller lot sizes in comparison with the larger garden
apartment complex layout (Traceries 2003).
3.3

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

For the first two decades of the twentieth century, streetcars were the principal mode of transportation
through northern Arlington County. The location of the streetcar stops determined the size and
distribution of the area’s commercial buildings. Shoppers rode the streetcar into Washington, D.C. to
make large purchases at the city’s many department stores with their more extensive inventory, reserving
shopping trips for groceries and hardware items to local stores. Small one- and two-story frame or
concrete-block buildings, often repurposed dwellings, clustered around the streetcar stops. Built as part of
the national US highway system in the 1920s, the portion of Lee Highway in Arlington County quickly
became the area’s main transportation and commercial corridor.
During the 1930s and 1940s, retail stores, service stations, and other businesses were built at Lee
Highway’s major intersections, giving Lee Highway the fragmented, linear, and car-centric appearance it
retains today. The provision of adequate parking either in front of the commercial buildings or at the rear
became a paramount design feature along Lee Highway. The mostly one-lot-deep commercial zoning
along Lee Highway, bordered on the north and south by residential development, mostly prevented the
building of large shopping centers and enclosed malls that were popular during the 1960s and 1970s.
Widening of Lee Highway and the reconfiguring of several of its major intersections further reduced onsite parking.
Commercial development during the 1970s continued to be unplanned and consisted mostly of small
office buildings with businesses and professional services as tenants. Older commercial buildings were
The typology and definitions of “Garden Apartments,” and “Low-, Medium-, and High-Rise Apartments” were
developed by Traceries as part of the MPD and are not necessarily those in current use by CPHD or in Plan Lee
Highway.
1
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demolished and their sites redeveloped with few unifying design principles. Nonetheless, Lee Highway
continued to be home to a wide variety of both local businesses and national franchises. The 1985 Lee
Highway Commercial Corridor Study noted that approximately one-third of Lee Highway businesses
provided professional services such as banking, medical services, real estate, and insurance; another onethird provided convenience services such as dry cleaning, groceries, beauty shops and barbers; with autorelated businesses such as dealerships, auto supply stores, and service stations, along with restaurants
making up most of the remaining one-third. The 1985 study also noted that there were 4,000 parking
spaces associated with the 292 businesses in the Lee Highway corridor (Arlington County Department of
Community Affairs 1985).
The scale, nature, and siting of commercial buildings along Lee Highway has remained remarkably
consistent since the 1930s, even where their outward appearance has changed due to frequent remodeling
and renovation of individual building facades. One- and two-story buildings, either free-standing or
grouped in small strip malls predominate, although a few post-war shopping centers such as Lyon Village
and Lee-Harrison shopping centers are also present. Many of Lee Highway’s commercial buildings built
before 1970 are concrete-block and are faced with a variety of building materials (brick veneer, marble,
metal, stucco, or wood-shingle siding), are oriented to the roadway, and where possible have off-street
parking on-site or nearby. Many commercial buildings from the 1970s onwards such as banks and fastfood restaurants also have drive-in windows. Lighting, signage, prominent surface parking lots, and large
expanses of window displays and advertising easily visible from passing automobiles are integral to many
buildings’ design. Sidewalks, landscaping, street furniture and other features that promote walkability are
more recent improvements to small sections of Lee Highway’s commercial areas. Façade and streetscape
improvements have occurred over the years at some of Lee Highway’s shopping centers and strip malls to
reflect current design trends, and thus commercial buildings reflect a wide variety of period commercial
styles and aesthetics.
3.4

SHOPPING CENTERS

The development of the strip mall and the shopping center as identifiable building types along Lee
Highway coincided with the growing popularity of the automobile beginning in the 1920s. During the
1930s and 1940s, developers built small linear collections of adjoining one-story buildings, the earliest
strip malls, fronting Lee Highway. Retail units within the strip mall housed individual businesses selling a
particular product or service. The strip mall proved ideal for service-oriented retail such as small grocery
stores, barbers and beauty shops, insurance agents, hardware stores and the like. The mix of tenants
depended on both economic conditions and the types of services needed or desired. Exterior decoration
was considered mostly superfluous, both because of economy and it not being particularly noticeable
from a passing automobile. Instead, lighting, signage, large surface parking lots, and prominent
advertising in large picture-style windows were integral to the design of the strip mall. Any exterior
ornamentation was usually applied to the building’s surface but was subject to frequent alterations and
removal.
Many strip malls are located at major intersections of Lee Highway, which gives the retail corridor a
fragmented, linear, and car-centric appearance. While some strip malls were built up to the sidewalk, the
provision of adequate parking either in front of the building or at its rear became a paramount design
feature along Lee Highway. The mostly one-lot-deep commercial zoning along Lee Highway, bordered
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on the north and south by residential development, mostly prevented the building of large shopping
centers and enclosed malls that were popular during the 1960s and 1970s. Widening of Lee Highway and
the reconfiguring of several of its major intersections further reduced on-site parking. The scale, nature,
and siting of strip malls and shopping centers along Lee Highway has remained remarkably consistent
since the 1930s, even where their outward appearance has changed due to frequent renovation of the
facades. Many of Lee Highway’s strip malls built before 1970 are of concrete-block construction faced
with a variety of building materials, such as brick veneer, marble, metal, stucco, or wood-shingle siding.
The strip malls are oriented to the roadway and have off-street parking on-site or nearby. Free-standing
signage identifying the shopping center by name or their most prominent tenants is a significant design
feature.
3.5

PARKS AND RECREATION

The history of Arlington County’s parks and recreation system began during the late 1920s. Before then,
county residents visited such attractions as Arlington Beach and Luna Park, in addition to public school
playgrounds and private open space. They also traveled by streetcar and automobile to parks in
Washington, D.C.; Great Falls, Virginia; and other nearby recreational areas. As the streetcar lines and the
Washington & Old Dominion (W&OD) Railway expanded into the surrounding landscape, Arlington
County gradually began to transform into a residential suburb. With this growth came a demand by
county residents for the public acquisition and preservation of both parkland and recreational areas. In
1933, County Manager Roy S. Braden was authorized to undertake a survey of open land for possible
park acquisition, working from an initial parks “maintenance appropriation” budget of $500. In 1934, a
tract of land on what would later become the Arlington Forest Subdivision was donated by its future
developer Monroe Warren. It was officially designated as Lubber Run Park, Arlington County’s first
public park and dedicated in 1941 (Virginia Sun, 1936a and b) (Hughes 1970; n.a. 1994).
The period during and immediately following World War II saw further dramatic population increases in
Arlington, driving the need for more publicly accessible open spaces. In November 1943, the County
passed a bond measure allocating $150,000 for the acquisition of approximately 46 acres of land, which
resulted in the formation of 11 parks. In 1944, the Arlington County Department of Parks and
Playgrounds was established to administer Arlington County’s growing system of parks. In 1948, the
Department of Parks and Playgrounds was placed under the authority of the Department of Recreation;
five years later the agency was renamed the Department of Recreation and Parks (Letzler 1971; n.a.,
1970; 1994).
Several more bond referenda were passed by Arlington County residents throughout the 1950s that
significantly expanded parkland throughout Arlington. The 1950s continued to provide many first
experiences for its residents. In 1951, the Department of Recreation and Parks received an 83 per cent
increase with a second bond, which permitted land acquisitions to establish 21 additional parks. This
included the purchase of a residence near Lubber Run Park known as Henderson House to create the
Arlington Recreation Center, the first county recreation center. The first public recreation program for
senior adults in Arlington County was initiated in 1954. By the end of the decade, 20 acres were acquired
for $293,000 to form 12 more parks (Letzler 1971; Arlington County 2019).
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The funds from all approved bond measures were allocated to the purchase of land for public parks and
playgrounds. Like other public facilities in Arlington County at the time, the county’s parks and
recreation centers remained racially segregated. Beginning in the early 1960s, the County’s vision for a
diverse and vital parks system resulted in significant social changes to Arlington County’s parks. These
included the first therapeutic recreational playground for special-needs children in 1960, and the racial
desegregation of county parks in 1962. By 1971, Arlington County owned 622 acres of parkland and
recreational areas. Creative approaches to recreation expanded the park system during the 1970s,
including the establishment of nature centers, bike trails, community gardens, farmer’s markets, and the
Arlington County Fair (Arlington County 2019). In 2012, the agency was renamed the Department of
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources. Today, Arlington County’s parks and recreational areas remain
a distinctive and essential feature of its planned landscape (Letzler 1971; n.a. 1970; 1994; 2014).
Several general park types exist in the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey area, based on their
history, size, and usage. Small neighborhood or “mini” parks were established as part of several earlytwentieth-century residential subdivisions, such as Maywood Mini Park and Lyon Village Park. These
parks are generally no more than one quarter-acre in size and are minimally landscaped parks providing
neighborhood-oriented open space and playgrounds. These mini parks were incorporated into the social
and built fabric of existing neighborhoods and were primarily designed for small children and light-duty
usage. Field parks such as Highview Park are larger spaces that include athletic fields, tennis courts,
and/or basketball courts. Thrifton Hill Park in Maywood was created from land not used in the
construction of I-66 and turned into a naturalistic park with few designed features. Small, naturalistic
parks also were created to preserve land that was otherwise undevelopable due to topography or location.
Examples of these include Slater Park and Cherrydale Park 2.
3.6

AFRICAN AMERICAN RESOURCES

African American resources along the Lee Highway corridor are concentrated (but are not located
exclusively) in the historic, predominately African American neighborhood referred to today as High
View Park, bounded on the east by N. Culpeper Street and on the west by N. Cameron Street. This
neighborhood is “the oldest enclave in Northern Virginia that was settled shortly after the Civil War by
newly freed slaves. The community’s origin derived from two distinct names. Hall’s Hill, initially singled
out as the upper section of the community, originated from a portion of the estates of William Marcey and
Basil Hall, who sold most of his land to his freed slaves for about sixty cents an acre and from whom the
community takes its name” (HHPNCPC 1994:i). Between 1881 and his death in 1888, Basil Hall sold off
his 327-acre plantation to recoup losses after the Civil War (Arlington County 2016:12-15). Hall sold the
49-acre area adjacent to Hall’s Hill to a developer in June 1892 who named the area High View Park and
“subdivided the land later that year and began to build and market homes and building lots to blacks”
(Jones 2018: 3). Since the mid-1960s, the two neighborhoods have been known collectively as Hall’s
Hill/High View Park (HHHVP).

The terms “mini park,” “field park” etc. reflect their original purpose, size, and cultural characteristics based on
historic research conducted as part of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey, and are not necessarily the terms
used by Arlington County government.
2
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Segregation laws enacted during the Jim Crow era throughout the South, including Virginia, mandated
the creation of racially separated neighborhoods, and the HHHVP community attracted newly
emancipated slaves from the Hall plantation who had previously settled in Freedman’s Village, the site of
the Pentagon today. Several churches and schools established in HHHVP during s this era include the
Calloway United Methodist Church founded in 1866, the ca. 1872 Sumner School, and the 1884 Mount
Salvation Baptist Church. . Fraternal groups, such as the 1888 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows and
Hopewell Lodge No. 1700 also became pivotal to the development of HHHVP.
The establishment, growth, and success of the neighborhood’s institutions relied on community
benevolence as county, state, and/or federal aid was nonexistent or slow in coming (Walk Arlington 2014;
Maas et. al 2017: 60; Simon 2018; Hamm 2019). William H. and Susanna Hicks developed the Cottage
Park subdivision just north of Lee Highway and donated lot 26 to establish the Hall’s Hill Volunteer Fire
Department, which became Arlington County Fire Station No. 8; the latest expansion of Fire Station No.
8 required the demolition of the Theodore & Lucy Hicks home formerly located at 2211 N. Culpeper
Street, within lots 27 and 28 of the Cottage Park subdivision. The Hicks were local entrepreneurs who ran
the former Hicks Bus Company and Hicks Market and Restaurant.
From the turn of the twentieth century through the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, HHHVP grew
into a viable, self-sufficient community. Lee Highway between N. Culpeper Street and N. Glebe Road
became a civic, social, and commercial spine for the neighborhood. It was the location for dentist and
doctor’s offices, churches, the volunteer fire station, barber and beauty shops, a school, stores and
restaurants. These included Hick’s Market & Restaurant, the Hall’s Hill Volunteer Fire Department, the
Sumner School (named for abolitionist and Republican US Senator Charles Sumner) and later John M.
Langston School (named for the prominent African American abolitionist, educator, and Virginia
Congressman), Vance Green’s barber shop and stores owned by the Chinn and Hysons families (Green
2019; Carroll 2002:21; Hamm 2019). Miss Allen’s Store, a home-based, dry-goods grocer formerly
located at 1821 N. Columbus Street, was another community staple. All of these establishments helped
the local African American community persevere through segregation and the Jim Crow era.
The 1940s ushered in a new period of community activism and awareness in HHHVP as it faced the
desegregation of schools, businesses, and housing that resulted in local ground-breaking achievements
during the 1960s Civil Rights era. In 1959, Stratford Junior High School began to desegregate; HHHVP
residents, notably the Hamm family, were involved in this landmark achievement that built on previously
unsuccessful integration attempts in 1956 (Virginia Changemakers n.d.; Hamm 2019). The Stratford
school was listed in the NRHP on February 26, 2004 and designated an Arlington County Local Historic
District in 2016.
Neighborhood residents, churches, and business owners were active in the Arlington chapter of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) including former chapter
president Judge Thomas R. Monroe, former president Rev. James D. Browne, Edward L. and Dorothy
Hamm, and the Calloway Church (Buchard 1969; No author 1978; Jones 2018:73,94; Bozeman et. al.
2004). In the wake of the 1954 Brown v. Board decision, then-Special Counsel for the NAACP, Thurgood
Marshall had been attending Arlington NAACP community events. During this time, then-president
Browne opened his home for a meeting with prominent NAACP attorneys to include Thurgood Marshall
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whereby the decision was made to pursue desegregation lawsuits in lieu of “equalizing” ones that
perpetuated Jim Crow segregation (Browne in Bozeman et. al. 2002).
With newly acquired civil rights achievements, citizens of HHHVP continued to demand community
improvements on the part of Arlington County. Members of the John M. Langston Citizens Association,
founded in 1924 and the neighborhood’s longest-standing community group, became members of the
Arlington County Neighborhood Conservation Program (NCP) which began in 1964 (ACPP n.d.;
HPNCPC 1964, 1994). The 1965 HHHVP NCP resulted in Arlington County improving neighborhood
streetscapes and amenities to modernize the community, created the first “gateway” park at the
intersection of N. Cameron Street and Lee Highway, and led to the official incorporation of the High
View Park located at 1945 N. Dinwiddie Street into the County’s park system by 1971 (HHPNCPC
1964:20; ACPST n.d.).
As a result of parent petitions before the Arlington County School Board and 1965 HHHVP NCP
recommendations, portions of the “Segregation Wall” were torn down in 1966 to allow neighborhood
students to attend the newly integrated Woodlawn Elementary School (Arlington County 2016: 22;
HHPNCPC 1964). The wall, which exists along 17th Street N. between N. Culpeper and N. Edison
Streets, was constructed by white residents of Woodlawn Village to separate them from their black
neighbors (Bestebreurtje 2017:208; Green 2019; ACCB 1994; Simon 2018).
During the summer of June 1960, desegregation sit-ins led by the Nonviolent Action Group, a group
started at Howard University, and their supporters were held at commercial establishments such as Drug
Fair, People’s Drug Store and Howard Johnson’s on Lee Highway because of their hypocrisy; these store
chains in Washington, D.C. were desegregated by 1960 but locations in Virginia and Maryland continued
to operate by the de facto segregation that persisted in the South (Jones 2014). “On June 22 (1960), five
major chains in Arlington agreed to desegregate their lunch counters for the first time. The desegregation
had a cascading effect as nearly all department and chain stores in Arlington, Fairfax, and Alexandria,
integrated their lunch counter within a few days” (ACHPP 2016: 57). Sit-in participants were trained to
withstand crowd retaliation and practice true nonviolence; Calloway United Methodist Church was one
local institution that opened its doors for training.
There are a number of recent milestones in the recognition and celebration of historic African American
historic resources in HHHVP. In 2012, the Calloway United Methodist Church Cemetery became the first
African American cemetery to be designated in its entirety as an Arlington County Local Historic District
as the oldest, most intact and best-maintained of its type in the neighborhood (Liccese-Torres et. al.
2012:2). Additionally, the second edition of A Guide to the African American Heritage of Arlington
County, VA was released in 2016. The following year the (draft) NRHP Multiple Property Documentation
Form for the African American Historic Resources in Arlington County, Virginia was prepared for the
County by Thunderbird Archaeology. These resources provide a context and framework for evaluating
African American resources for listing in the NRHP or as Arlington County Local Historic Districts.
As the demographics and built fabric of HHHVP have changed, neighborhood residents made a deliberate
effort to maintain the neighborhood’s historic land uses and its historic sites. The locations of the
Arlington County Fire Station No. 8, Calloway Church, Mt. Salvation Church, and the former Sumner
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and Langston School sites have served the neighborhood in their respective civic, religious and
educational capacities for over 100 years. This trend continues as the 1965 “gateway” park was replaced
by the Hall’s Hill/Highview Park and Sculpture in 2004 to serve as a poignant reminder of the resiliency
and legacy of this historic African American neighborhood. “High View Park has maintained its identity
as one of the few surviving predominately Black communities in Arlington County for over 100 years,
and holds the distinction of fostering at least four generations of Black families whose roots date back to
the founding of the community” (HHPNCPC 1994:i).
3.7

CIVIL WAR FORTS

Two Civil War-era fort sites – Fort Strong and Fort Bennett – are located in the Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey area. Both were part of a system of small, earthen forts with minimal support structures
built in the Arlington Lines as part of the Military Defenses of Washington. By the Civil War’s end in
1865, these defenses consisted of 68 forts and 93 batteries armed with over 800 pieces of artillery and
encircled the entire city of Washington, D.C. (n.a. 2019; n.a. 2019b). The original location of Fort Strong
is centered on what is today the north side of Lee Highway, between N. Wayne and N. Adams Streets. It
is commemorated by a County historical marker located at the corner of N. Adams Street and Lee
Highway erected in 1965, the centenary of the end of the Civil War. Fort Bennett was located near
present-day Fort Bennett Park, a County-owned park at N. Scott Street. The Fort Bennett site historical
marker is located along 22nd Street N in the North Highlands neighborhood.
Both Forts Strong and Bennett were part of a group of forts that protected the Aqueduct and Long bridges
between Virginia and Washington, D.C., and the intermediate heights of Arlington (within what was then
known as Alexandria County). Still reeling from losses at the First Battle of Bull Run, Union forces
seized Arlington Heights in May, 1861. Sensing the strategic imperative of this location, the Union Army
began the construction of a series of detached earthen forts. These forts were specifically designed for the
protection of bridgeheads and the establishment of vital points of support for the field positions of the
Union Army. These early installations also were representative of what became known as “The Proper
Defenses of Washington”, with their strategic purposing resulting in locations that would allow for the
shelling of Washington, D.C. should the capital city fall to the Confederate Army (Cooling and Owen
2010).
In July 1861, a second wave of construction was begun on a line of lunettes and breastworks that were
installed to the west of the Proper Defenses of Washington, which included Forts Barnard, Berry, Craig,
Cass, Strong, Tillinghast, and Woodbury. Between forts, additional batteries and rifle pits were emplaced
to close the gaps and reinforce the overall integrity of the lines. By 1865, Army engineers had created a
formidable deterrent to Confederate aggression in the form of two lines that were capable of easily
decimating invading forces approaching from Virginia. An added benefit to these forts was that as a
network, they were large enough to function independently of the defenses of Alexandria (Cooling and
Owen 2010).
Both Forts Strong and Bennett were constructed using a lunette design; a two-to-three-sided field fort (in
this case made of earth) that was popular with military defense strategists in the mid-to-late nineteenth
century. Typically, the rear of the fort was open to the interior (friendly) lines of defense. Lunette-style
forts in the Arlington Line frequently bore the name of their battery commanders or Brigadier Generals.
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These emplacements were used most often as fortifications for artillery batteries. Fort Strong, as built, had
a perimeter of 318 yards and had emplacements for 15 guns. Fort Strong’s strategic duty was to hold the
extreme north flank of the Arlington Line, and it did so effectively while neighboring Fort C.F Smith was
being built. Once constructed, Fort C.F. Smith occupied the far-north position (n.a. 2007; Cooling 2010;
n.a. 2019).
Although tasked with the tremendous responsibility of defending the nation’s capital from capture, life for
troops in the Arlington Lines was somewhat mundane and uneventful, consisting largely of maintenance
activities and drills. Because their job was to lie in wait for a Southern invasion that never arrived, the
system of forts that constituted the Arlington Lines offered the Union forces fortunate enough to be
assigned to them a relatively tranquil haven from the bloodiest conflict in U.S. history. Aside from the
ever-impending danger of a Confederate attack on Washington, D.C. from beyond Arlington, troops there
enjoyed a relatively insulated tour of duty. In fact, most of the troops’ formal uniforms included a pair of
white gloves (The Washington Post, 1994).
The forts were abandoned in 1869, with the land reverting to private ownership by 1879. Although their
location within the Defenses of Washington is clearly indicated on the 1866 Hopkins Map, today aboveground remains of either Fort Strong or Fort Bennet are extant (Hopkins 1866; Hopkins 1879; Cooling
and Owen, 2010; n.a. 2011; n.a. 2016). Prior to 1959, the ruins of Fort Strong could be seen in the
landscape of “Altha Hall,” a magnificent estate built ca. 1889 on the site of the fort that was itself
demolished in 1959 (Cooling and Owen, 2010; n.a. 2016).
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RESULTS OF THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY

This section presents the results of the background research, field survey, and data-entry phases of the Lee
Highway Cultural Resources Survey in the form of two survey matrices.
4.1

SURVEY MATRICES

The results of the research, fieldwork and data-entry phases of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources
Survey are presented in tabular form in the following two Survey Matrices (Survey Matrix #1 and Survey
Matrix #2). The matrices each present a readily accessible source for individual resource information,
while also placing resources within the larger historic contexts as established in Section 3.
Survey Matrix #1 lists all properties surveyed on the reconnaissance and/or in-depth level. Each entry
provides the following information: VDHR ID#, Name (common and historic), Address, Construction
Date (based on county building permits and other sources), a brief Architectural Description, and relevant
Historic Context(s).
Survey Matrix #2 includes those properties and sites identified by AECOM and CPHD historic
preservation and planning staff as possessing special significance for the stories they tell and their
contribution to one or more facets of Lee Highway’s identity and history. These stories may extend far
beyond the architectural value of the buildings themselves (in many instances the original building is no
longer extant) into the broader social, cultural and historical contexts of Lee Highway. The story for these
individual resources can serve as the basis for further interpretation and celebration in signs, plaques,
markers, brochures, and displays.
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Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey Matrix #1

NOTES:
1. ** denotes a property researched/surveyed at the in-depth level, all others were surveyed at the reconnaissance level.
2. VDHR ID numbers in XXX-XXXX-XXX format denote the property is in a historic district listed in the NRHP.
3. The historic name is noted where known.
4. VDHR assigns one ID number and one form in VCRIS to a single property, no matter how many buildings or building sites are on the property. Example: The Italian
Store (3123 Lee Highway) is within the Lyon Village Shopping Center (3115-3131 Lee Highway) and thus has one ID number for both resources.
VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
No.
HRI PROPERTIES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

County

Construction
Date

Description

Historic Context

000-9860

2100 North
Pierce Street
1660 21st
Road North
1821 21st
Street North
2502 Lee
Highway
2634 Lee
Highway
2000 North
Calvert Street
2000 North
Daniel Street
3004 Lee
Highway
3206 Lee
Highway
4035 Old
Dominion
Drive
3412 Lee
Highway
3436 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1953

Apartment Building

Arlington

1953

Arlington

1947

Arlington

1936

Arlington

1940

Arlington

1953

Arlington

1954

Arlington

1940

Arlington

1951

Arlington

1958

29-building, multi-unit, 2-story, rectangular buildings with
hipped roof
2-building, multi-unit, 3-story, rectangular buildings with
hipped roof
9-building, multi-unit, 3-story, H-plan buildings with gable
roof
1-building, multi-unit, 2-story, 9-bay rectangular building
with flat roof and sleeping porches on rear
1-building, multi-unit, 4-story, 5-bay rectangular building
with flat roof
3-building, multi-unit, 3-story, H-plan buildings with gable
roof
8-building, multi-unit, 3-story, rectangular buildings with
gable roof
3-building, multi-unit, 4-5 story, rectangular building with
flat roof
2-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof
4-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and false mansard

Arlington

Ca. 1935

Commercial Building

Arlington

1932

6-bay, 1.5-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet
5-bay, 2-story, concrete block, irregular-shaped building
with flat roof and parapet

3610-3612
Lee Highway
3805 Lee
Highway
3811-3815
Lee Highway
(some stores

Arlington

Ca. 1910

Commercial Building

Arlington

1936

Arlington

1957

4-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet
3-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet
8-unit, 1-story, remodeled shopping center with flat roof
and false mansard

000-4699
000-9861
000-7010
000-78220005
000-9824

Park Georgetown
Apartments
The Taylor Apartments
Palisade Gardens
Apartments
McClaine Courts
Apartments
Apartment Building
Admiralty Apartments

000-9825

Fort Strong Apartments

000-78220003
000-78210420
000-9669

Lyon Village
Apartments**
Koons Arlington Used
Cars
Exxon Service Station

000-78210582
000-78210583

Cherrydale Motors

000-78210536
000-78210609
000-78210427

Philippine Market/
Rod+Reel Repair Shop**
Cherrydale Hardware
Store/Masonic Lodge**
Shopping Center **

Toone-Ivey Building

Fort Bennett
Apartments
Fort Bennett
Apartments

Calvert
Apartments

Esso Service
Station

Cherrydale
Cement Block
Company

Cherrydale
Station Shopping
Center

Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Apartment Building
Commercial Building
Commercial Building

Commercial Building

Commercial Building
Shopping Center/Strip Mall
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000-78210430

Cherrydale Veterinary
Clinic I

000-78210195

Troutman Homes

000-9863

Apartment Building

000-9864

Vermont Terrace
Apartments

000-8981

The Lee Heights Shops

000-9826

Dominion Terrace
Apartments

000-3448

Dominion Professional
Building

000-9877

Strip Mall

000-3588

Strip Mall

000-3589
000-9858

NTB Tire and Service
Center
Vale Apartments I

000-4887

Vale Apartments II

000-9865

John E. DeLashmutt
Apartments

000-4135

Dominion Electric
Building

Results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
Historic Name

Address

County

Construction
Date

Description

Historic Context

4040 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1953

4-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, rectangular building with flat roof
and false mansard

Commercial Building

2113 North
Quebec Street

Arlington

1951

2-bay, 1-story, concrete block, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet

Commercial Building

2040 North
Vermont
Street
2026 North
Vermont
Street
4500-4550
Lee Highway

Arlington

1946

2-building, multi-unit, 3-4 story rectangular buildings with
flat roof

Apartment Building

Arlington

1952

6-building, multi-unit, 4-story rectangular buildings with flat
roof

Apartment Building

Arlington

1946

13-unit, 1-story, strip shopping center with glass front, flat
roof and parapet

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

2030 North
Woodrow
Street
4625 Old
Dominion
Drive
4745-4755
Lee Highway
4763-4775
Lee Highway
4801 Lee
Highway
4750-4752
21st Road
North
4751-4753
21st Road
North
1931-1941
North
Cameron
Street
5053 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1954

4-building, multi-unit, 4-story rectangular buildings with
hipped roof

Apartment Building

Arlington

1957

5-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with
hipped roof

Commercial Building

Arlington

Ca. 1935

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

Arlington

1939

Arlington

1947

Arlington

1938

3-unit, 1-story, strip shopping center with canted end, flat
roof and parapet
4-unit, 1-story, strip shopping center with canted end, flat
roof and parapet
3-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet
1-building, multi-unit, Colonial Revival-style, rectangular
building with hipped roof

Arlington

1938

1-building, multi-unit, Colonial Revival-style, rectangular
building with hipped roof

Apartment Building

Arlington

1954

2-building, multi-unit, 3-story rectangular building with
gable roof

Apartment Building

Arlington

1946

12-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet

Commercial Building

have Pollard
St addresses)

Collins Plumbing
& Heating
Building

Lee HighwayWoodstock
Shopping Center
Broyhilton
Apartments
Commonwealth
Engineering
Company
Miller
Supermarket
Safeway Store

Shopping Center/Strip Mall
Commercial Building
Apartment Building
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Current Name

Results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
Historic Name

Garden City Shopping
Center

Address

County

5117-5183
Lee Highway

Arlington

Construction
Date
1954

Description

Historic Context

33-unit, 1-story, strip shopping center with flat roof and
parapet

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
County
No.
LEGACY BUISNESSES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Construction
Date

Description

Historic Context

000-9877

KH Art Framing

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

000-9828

Lebanese Taverna

3-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet
2-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with gable
roof in a reconverted gas station

000-9829

Lyon Village
Shopping
Center**
Preston's
Pharmacy
Title Max/Sam
Torrey Shoe
Service
Sterling Framing

000-9830
000-9866
000-78210427
000-3623

Miller Supermarket

Texaco Station
(site)
Sam Torrey
Electrical
Contractors, Inc.

4745 Lee
Highway
4400 Old
Dominion
Drive
3115-3131
Lee Highway

Arlington

Ca. 1935

Arlington

1955

Arlington

1964

7-unit, 1-story, strip shopping center with a flat roof and
parapet

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

5101 Lee
Highway
5265-5267
Lee Highway

Arlington

2001

Commercial Building

Arlington

1958

3-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet
1-bay, 1-story, concrete block, rectangular building with a flat
roof and overhang

2103 North
Pollard Street

Arlington

1957

2-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and false mansard

Commercial Building

Arlington

1940

3-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof

Commercial Building

Arlington

1964

Commercial Building

Arlington

1987

2-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and overhang
3-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and overhang

Arlington

1965

Commercial Building

Arlington

1972

5-bay, 2-story, concrete panel-clad, rectangular building with
flat roof
7-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
1-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and overhang
7-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and false mansard

Commercial Building

6-bay, 1-story, concrete block, rectangular building with flat
roof
3-bay, 1-story, faux stone exterior, rectangular building with flat
roof and parapet

Commercial Building

000-9833

Moore's Barber
Shop
Glebe Radio &
Appliance
Heidelberg Bakery

000-9834

Brown's Honda

000-9850

Suburban Animal
Hospital

4807 Lee
Highway
5060 Lee
Highway
2150 North
Culpeper
Street
3920 Lee
Highway
6879 Lee
Highway

000-9867

MacPherson
Opticians
Northside
Veterinary Clinic

5064 Lee
Highway
4003 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1964

Arlington

1940

Reinhart's Garage

3203 Lee
Highway
4763 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1959

Arlington

1939

000-9867

000-78210428
000-78210419
000-3588

Ruffino's Spaghetti
House**

Commercial Building

Commercial Building

Commercial Building

Commercial Building

Commercial Building

Commercial Building
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Historic Name

Address

County

Description

Historic Context

Arlington

Construction
Date
1964

The Italian Store**

3123 Lee
Highway

2-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet

Commercial Building

000-9873

Dominique
Jewelry

3301 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1978

1-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and overhang

Commercial Building

000-9869

Japanese Auto
Clinic

4831 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1953

4-bay, 1-story, concrete block, rectangular building with flat
roof and false mansard

Commercial Building

000-3628

Keystone
Computer/
Johnson
Associates, Inc.

4615-4619
Lee Highway

Arlington

1940

3-bay, 2-story, wood-frame, rectangular building with flat roof
and entry porch

Commercial Building

VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
County
Construction
No.
Date
AFRICAN AMERICAN RESOURCES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Description

Historic Context

000-8509

Calloway United
Methodist Church
and Cemetery
Mount Salvation
Baptist Church and
Cemetery
Langston Brown
Community Center

Sumner School No.
2 (Site) **

000-9811

Fire Station No. 8

Hall’s Hill Firehouse

000-9835

Hall's Hill Wall
(“Segregation
Wall”)
Langston Brown
Community Center

000-8469
000-9836

000-9836
000-9837

CVS and ABC Store

000-78210427
000-9838

Shopping Center
Capital One Bank

John M. Langston
School-Rosenwald
School (Site) **
Peoples Drug Store
and ABC Store
Cherrydale Drug
Fair
Howard Johnson's

5000 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1904

4-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with gable roof

African American

1961 North
Culpeper
Street
2121 North
Culpeper
Street
4845 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1974

1-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, irregular-shaped building with
asymmetrical roof

African American

Arlington

ca. 1886

Demolished

African American

Arlington

1961

6-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof

African American

17th Street
North, rear
property line
2121 North
Culpeper
Street
4709 Lee
Highway
3811-3815
Lee Highway
4700 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 1920

Mix-matched agglomeration of fences constructed from various
materials to include concrete block, wood, and metal

African American

Arlington

1925

Demolished

African American

Arlington

1956

African American

Arlington

1957

Arlington

ca. 1940

7-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
with parapet
8-unit, 1-story, remodeled shopping center with flat roof and
false mansard
Demolished

African American
African American
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VDHR ID
No.
000-9840

Current Name

Historic Name

000-9841

Slater Park

000-9842

HHHVP Gateway
Park & Sculpture**

000-4806

House

E. Leslie Hamm
House**

000-9874

Site

Miss Allen's Store
(Site) **

000-9870

Rick’s Tattoo

000-4864

House

Judge Thomas R.
Monroe Law Office
**
Hicks' House (Site)

000-9875

KFC and Taco Bell

Hicks Market and
Restaurant (Site)

000-4819

House

Rev. James E.
Browne House **

000-4819

House

Hopewell Lodge No.
1700 (Site) **

High View Park

Address

County

1945 North
Dinwiddie
Street
1837 North
Culpeper
Street
North
Cameron
Street and Lee
Highway
1900 North
Cameron
Street
1821 North
Columbus
Street
4818 Lee
Highway

Arlington

Construction
Date
ca. 1930

Description

Historic Context

2.5-acre park with a picnic area, charcoal grills, playground, a
baseball/softball field, two lighted basketball courts with
bleachers and an amphitheater
3-acre hilly, mostly wooded, rectangular lot between two
residential streets

African American

Arlington

ca. 1979

Arlington

2004

“Gateway” park divided by N. Cameron Street which creates an
approximately 0.25-acres west section and a 0.1-acre east
section with sculptures

African American

Arlington

1950

3-bay, 2.5 story, brick veneer, rectangular building with hipped
roof

African American

Arlington

ca. 1935

Demolished

African American

Arlington

1935

5-bay, 2-story, brick and stone, rectangular building with flat
roof

African American

2211 North
Culpeper
Street
4903 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 1935

3-bay, 2-story, concrete block, rectangular building with side
gable roof

African American

Arlington

ca. 1940

Demolished

African American

2011 North
Culpeper
Street
2000 block,
North
Culpeper
Street

Arlington

ca. 1930

3-bay, 2-story, wood frame, rectangular building with side gable
roof

African American

Arlington

ca. 1877

Demolished

African American

African American
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VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
City
No.
CIVIL WAR FORT SITES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Construction
Date

Description

Historic Context

000-9843

Fort Bennett
Marker **

Arlington

1965

Arlington County historical marker placed at this location in
1965 to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the Civil War

Civil War

000-9844

Fort Strong
Marker **

Arlington

1965

Arlington County historical marker placed at this location in
1965 to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the Civil War

Civil War

38° 53.993′ N,
77° 4.685′ W
21st Street N.
38° 53.735′ N,
77° 5.32′ W
Lee Highway
and Adams
Street

VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
City
Construction Description
No.
Date
PARKS, RECREATION, AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Historic Context

000-78220004
000-9845

2-acre, fenced-in park with tennis courts, a basketball court,
and playground
9-bay, 3-story, stone and frame, irregular-plan building with
asymmetrical roof

Arlington County Parks

000-42090090
000-50560194
000-50560052
000-78220006
000-78210957
000-42090039

Lyon Village
Park
Cherrydale
Branch Library
**
Lee
Community
Center and
Park **
Thrifton Hill
Park **
Maywood Mini
Park
Lyon Village
Community
House
Cherrydale
Park
Overlee
Community
Recreational
Club

Robert E. Lee
School

FebreyKincheloe
House site

1800 North
Highland Street
2190 North
Military Road

Arlington

ca. 1940

Arlington

1961

5722 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1925

5-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof

Community Facility

2814 23rd
Street North

Arlington

1979

Arlington County Parks

3210 22nd
Street North
1920 North
Highland Street

Arlington

1988

Arlington

1949

Irregularly shaped park that features both paths and nature
trails, access to Martha Custis Trail, open green space, a kiosk
and a picnic table
Small, quarter-acre, fenced in park and playground located in
the Maywood Historic District
4-bay, 1-story, brick-veneer, Colonial Revival-style meeting hall

2176 North
Pollard Street
6030 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 2002

Arlington County Parks

Arlington

1957

Small, 0.8-acre open green space with benches, a playground
and a path
4-acre private swim club facility with 3 buildings and 3 pools
with mature trees

Community Facility

Arlington County Parks
Community Facility

Community Facility
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VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
City
Construction Description
No.
Date
PROPERTIES WITH A LEE HIGHWAY ADDRESS IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AREA

Historic Context

000-9663
000-9664
000-8512
000-9847

000-9868

000-6261
000-42090091
000-4147
000-4820
000-4793
000-4891

Essy’s Carriage
House
Restaurant
CherrydaleHarmon Auto
Glass
Linda’s Café
(site)

Carriage House
Restaurant /
Belmont Lunch
Cherrydale
Glass Shop

4030 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1959

1-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof

Commercial Building

4060 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1948

6-bay, 1-story, concrete block, rectangular building with flat
roof and false mansard

Commercial Building

Toddle House

5050 Lee
Highway

Arlington

3-bay, 1-story, wood frame, rectangular building with cross
gable roof

Commercial Building

Cherrydale
Health &
Rehabilitation
Center
Commercial
Building

Cherrydale
School (Site)

3710 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1959
(demolished
2019)
1980

8-bay, 5-story, brick veneer, non-historic medical building with
flat roof and false mansard. WWI marker adjacent to sidewalk
on Lee Highway.

Commercial Building

Harrison-Rose
Hill Drugs, Inc. /
Three Chefs
Restaurant
Marriott Key
Bridge Motor
Hotel

5401 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1958

10-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, irregular-plan building with flat
roof and false mansard

Commercial Building

1401 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1959

11-bay, 4-12-story, masonry and glass, irregular-plan hotel
building with flat roof and attached garage

Commercial Building

5714 Lee
Highway
5555 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1943

Demolished 2019

Community Facility

Arlington

1948

3-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet

Commercial Building

5210 Lee
Highway
5010 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1956

Commercial Building

Arlington

1952

3-bay, 1-story, brick and stone, rectangular building with
overhang
4-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with awning

4784-4792 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1948

4-unit, 1-story, strip mall with flat roof and parapet

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

4770 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1935

1-story, stuccoed, irregular-plan "Mock Tudor-style" building
with gable roof

Commercial Building

4756 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1938

6-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with parapet
and false mansard

Commercial Building

Key Bridge
Marriott Hotel
**
Christ U.M.
Church (Site)
Joes Place
Pizza and
Pasta
Tops Dry
Cleaners
Sport Fair: The
Swimmer's
Outfitter
Strip Mall

000-4890

Ristorante
Alpine

000-4889

Bill’s True
Value Garden
Center and
Fishing
Supplies

Gifford's Ice
Cream Parlor
**

Evans Coffee
Shop &
Restaurant /
Frank N’ Stein
Restaurant
Dewey’s
Hardware

Commercial Building
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Current Name

Historic Name

Address

City

Appliances A
Better Way /
Enrico’s Tailors
& Cleaners
M&T Bank

Peoples Drug
Store

4748-4754 Lee
Highway

Moskey's
Pharmacy

000-7813

La Union
Grocery

Marcey Market
/ Jack’s Market

000-78210431

Cranwell &
O’Connell Law
Building
Oriental
Rosewood
Imports
Furniture
Cherrydale
Veterinary
Clinic II
Old Dominion
Cleaners
Parts Authority
/ Northside
Veterinary
Clinic
The
Bromptons at
Cherrydale
La Cote D’Or
Café

000-8980

000-78210611
000-78210608
000-78210429
000-78210428
000-7789
000-9871
000-9025
000-78210424

Tarbouch
Mediterranean
Grill
Dunkin Donuts

000-78210423

Standard
Graphics

000-78210422

Tom & Deniz
Hair Studio

000-78210421

Shell Gas
Station

Description

Historic Context

Arlington

Construction
Date
1938

8-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet

Commercial Building

4736 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 1936

4-bay, 2-story, stuccoed, irregular-plan building with flat roof

Commercial Building

4308 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 1900

4-bay, 2-story, stuccoed, American Foursquare with hipped
roof

Commercial Building

4113 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1954

3-bay, 3-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof

Commercial Building

4050 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1947

4-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, irregular shaped Art Moderne-style
building with flat roof

Commercial Building

4038 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1946

3-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, rectangular building with flat roof
and false mansard

Commercial Building

4036 Lee
Highway
4001-4003 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1946

Commercial Building

Arlington

1940

3-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet
13-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, L-shaped building with flat roof
and false mansard

3824 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1944

8-bay, 4-story, brick veneer, mixed-use development with flat
roof

Commercial Building

6876 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1953

3-bay, 1-story, brick-clad, rectangular building with hipped
roof

Commercial Building

Little Tavern

3110 Lee
Highway

Arlington

ca. 1966

5-bay, 1-story, stuccoed, remodeled chain restaurant building
with flat roof and awning

Commercial Building

Horney's
Interior
Decorators
Arco Printers

3520 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1950

1-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and awning

Commercial Building

3514-3518 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1953

6-bay, 1-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and parapet with awning

Commercial Building

John
McCafferty
Upholstery

3510-3512 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1952

3-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, rectangular building with flat roof
and false mansard

Commercial Building

3332 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1959

4-bay, 1-story, stone-clad, rectangular service station with gas
pump canopy

Commercial Building

Family Tea
House

Luzi Service,
Inc.

Commercial Building
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Arlington
Family Dental
Center
Lee-Lexington
Shopping
Center
Lee-Harrison
Shopping
Center

000-9872
000-9876

Koons Toyota
Used Cars
First Cash
Pawn

Results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey

Historic Name

Address

City
Arlington

National
Pawnbrokers

3212 Lee
Highway
3100 Lee
Highway

Construction
Date
1951

Description

Historic Context

3-bay, 1-story, aluminum siding, rectangular building with flat
roof
6-bay, 2-story, brick veneer, irregular-plan building with flat
roof

Commercial Building

Arlington

ca. 1966

Angelo, Stuart
M. House

2522 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1925

3-bay, 1.5-story, concrete block, Craftsman style Bungalow
with side gable roof

Commercial Building

5701-5723 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1945

8-unit, 1-story, shopping center with flat roof and parapet

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

2425 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1962

22-unit, 2-story, remodeled shopping center with flat roof and
false mansard (bank demolished in 2019)

Shopping Center/Strip Mall

Commercial Building

VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
City
Construction
No.
Date
MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Description

Historic Context

000-9855

8-bay, 2-story, stuccoed, irregular-shaped building with
Modern-style loft addition
1-building, 4-story, brick clad, Mid Century Modern style
apartment building with flat roof and butterfly entrance
canopy
8-bay, 2-story, brick clad, L-shaped building with flat roof

Commercial Building

VDHR ID
Current Name
Historic Name
Address
City
Construction
No.
Date
TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AREA

Description

Historic Context

TBD

000-9856
000-8973

TBD

MTFA
Architecture
Wood-Lee
Arms
Apartments
Russell
Building

Lee Highway
(US 29) **
Washington &
Old Dominion
Railroad **

3200 Lee
Highway
4400 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1946

Arlington

1959

4624 Lee
Highway

Arlington

1948

Apartment Building
Commercial Building

N/A

Arlington

Highway corridor between Rosslyn and East Falls Church

Transportation

N/A

Arlington

Demolished route of W&OD rail line, tracks removed in
1960s and paved for I-66 and Old Dominion Drive.
Fragment of a coal trestle remains at the Falls Church line

Transportation
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VDHR ID
Current Name/Historic Address
Date
Historic
No.
Name
Context
HRI PROPERTIES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Significance to Lee Highway’s History

000-9860

This sprawling garden apartment complex north of Lee Highway has historical associations with Arlington County’s
prominent post-WWII Broyhill family of builders and developers.
The Fort Bennett Apartment complex was built by M.T. Broyhill & Sons as part of the Ft. Bennett Apartments subdivision.
M.T. Broyhill was a highly prolific builder of housing throughout the Washington DC area. Marvin T. Broyhill relocated to
Arlington from Hopewell, Virginia at the close of the 1930s. He predicted that by 1946, there would be another housing
boom, and that Arlington would be at one of its epicenters. Following the conclusion of World War II, Broyhill’s sons Marvin
Jr. and Joel returned home from active military service and joined their father, helping him establish three businesses that
synergized one another; a construction company, an insurance agency, and a rental operation. By 1952, the Broyhills were
building 3,000 homes annually, and were dubbed “the world’s largest builder of brick homes” by the National Brick Institute.
Consequently, the Broyhills also became the largest client for General Electric’s appliance division. In hindsight, it has been
generally accepted that convenience of proximity to commuter routes was the primary value of Broyhill developments rather
than workmanship and/or quality of materials. Joel Broyhill went on to be an 11-term member of the U.S. House of
Representatives; serving from 1953-1974.

000-9861

000-7010

Park Georgetown
Apartments/ Fort
Bennett Apartments

Palisade Gardens
Apartments

McClaine Courts
Apartments

2100 North
Pierce Street

1821 21st
Street North

2502 Lee
Highway

1953

1947

1936

Garden
Apartment/
Apartment
Building

Garden
Apartment/
Apartment
Building

Apartment
Building

According to Arlington County building permit number 29141, the Fort Bennett Apartments complex was built in 1953 by
owners M.T. Broyhill and Sons. Designed in a restrained Colonial Revival Style, these buildings are an excellent example of
modern developmental designs that were marketed to meet increased local demand for multi-residential housing in the mid20th century.
English-inspired garden apartment complex built in the immediate post-WWII years featuring lush landscaping and
Georgian-style architecture.
The Palisades Gardens Apartment Complex was constructed in the Georgian Style consistent with the low-rise garden
apartment complexes built throughout Arlington County during the1940s. The single building at 1821 21st Street North was
constructed in the Dawson Terrace subdivision by W.L. Roach Construction Company for owner A. Joseph Howar in 1947,
according to Arlington County building permit number 20282. The remainder of the Palisades Garden Apartments complex
was built on the Palisades Gardens subdivision by W.L. Roach Construction Company for owners Palisades Gardens Inc. in
1946 according to Arlington County Building Permit numbers 19791, 19792, 19793, 19794, 19795, and 19796.
The Palisades Gardens apartment complex is representative of the individual, low-rise, apartment type with characterdefining features including: buildings with rectangular massing, off-street parking areas and defined pedestrian walkways,
common areas between buildings, and the generous employment of mature foundation plantings, heritage trees, and
shrubs.
Small-scale 1930s Art Deco-influenced apartment building with original Southern-style screened "sleeping porches" in the
rear.
According to Arlington County House Card #7100, owner C.C. McClaine received a permit to build this ten-unit apartment
building with two porches in October 1938. No builder or architect is listed. The McClaine Courts Apartments is
representative of the “individual low-rise apartment” type from the 1934-1954 period as defined by the 2003 MPD. Although
essentially a vernacular building, it does feature Art Deco-inspired door surrounds on the north façade with a geometric
wave pattern at its top. Other character-defining features include the steel-framed casement windows; concrete sills; Art
Deco-influenced door surrounds for the two main entrances on Lee Highway; three-story, wood-framed and screened
sleeping porches located at the building’s rear; and rear stairwells enclosed by squared, terra cotta-colored, hollow-core
brick blocks.

4-10

SECTION FOUR
VDHR ID
No.
000-78220003

Current Name/Historic
Name
Lyon Village
Apartments

Results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
Address

Date

3004 Lee
Highway

1940

Historic
Context
Apartment
Building

Significance to Lee Highway’s History
A group of three Colonial Revival-style garden apartments built in the Lyon Hills neighborhood by developer Frank Lyon on
the eve of WWII and marketed to Arlington County's burgeoning professional middle class.
Built in a restrained interpretation of the Colonial Revival Style consistent with the low-rise garden apartment complexes
constructed throughout Arlington County during the 1940s, the Lyon Village Apartments were constructed in the Part Cruitt
Tract subdivision by prominent developer Frank Lyon in 1940, according to Arlington County building permit numbers 11717
and 11979 respectively.
The building permit states that “47 apartment units” were constructed in October of 1940. The property originally consisted
of four buildings, but the fourth (known as “Building A”), a twelve-unit brick building located four blocks east at 2634 Lee
Highway, was sold in the 1950s. The apartments still remain in the Lyon family, four generations later. The owners are a
partnership of several of Lyon’s great-grandchildren while their relatives, owners of BMC Property Group, manage the
property. During the Cold War, the apartment complex was designated as a fallout shelter and held supplies in the basement
until about thirty years ago.

000-78210582

Cherrydale Motors

3412 Lee
Highway

Ca. 1935

Commercial
Building

000-78210583

Toone-Ivey Building

3436 Lee
Highway

1932

Commercial
Building

Although there are no known famous tenants, there have been a few longtime tenants most of whom have been university
students or employees and government workers. In recent years, due to the property’s location within a mile of four Metro
stations, the Martha Custis Trail and bike path, and major roadways, the apartment complex has attracted a younger
demographic. The relatively small size of the apartments, consisting mostly of one or two bedrooms, but never more than one
bath, has not attracted families as tenants.
Functional, industrial-inspired commercial architecture with prominent garage bays and distinctive signage on one of Lee
Highway's earliest automobile-related buildings.
Cherrydale Motors at 3412 Lee Highway is representative of commercial buildings from this period on Lee Highway, with
character-defining features including American bond brick masonry veneer on the façade, brick pilasters, extant original
awning windows and prominent parking at the front. The building’s exact construction date is uncertain. Arlington building
permit #59306 gives a 1935 date, although the House History cards did not begin until 1935, so it is possibly earlier. The
Arlington County property card gives a 1951 date, although based on its appearance, the building date is closer to the early
1930s.
Former home of the Cherrydale Cement Block Company, responsible for the many cement-block foundations and even
entire houses built in Cherrydale and elsewhere in Arlington. The corner display windows once showcased the company's
wares.
This commercial property at 3436 Lee Highway features a ca. 1932 two-story building with a distinctive canted entrance, along
with a one-story concrete block building to the east, which is the original site of the Cherrydale Cement Block Company.
According to Arlington County building permits, the building was constructed by owner J.E. Toone for occupant C.A. Toone of
Cherrydale Cement Block Company. In 1946, an addition to the warehouse and office was constructed. In 1948, the Cherrydale
Cement Block Company constructed a store addition to their property for Allen Wayne Tech Corporation and then expanded
the store again in 1959. These various renovations and alterations are evident today by the irregular layout consisting of
multiple building additions. However, these buildings provide a compelling look into the transitional era when the railroad
gradually ceded transportation supremacy to the automobile. Throughout much of its occupancy of the buildings, the
Cherrydale Cement Block Company was reliant upon the railroad to deliver the raw materials necessary for the manufacture
of its cement blocks.
Founded in 1922 by Charles A. Toone, the Cherrydale Cement Block Company was a familiar neighborhood business located at
the corner of Lee Highway and Lincoln Street. Toone was a native of Washington DC, whose first venture as a businessman
involved automobile retail in Rosslyn. Toone’s cement block business began modestly; producing 200 units per day, all of which
were made by hand. This was shortly to change, however, with the start of construction on Arlington’s first sewer system. The
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000-78210536

Philippine Market/
Rod+Reel Repair Shop

3610-3612
Lee Highway

000-78210609

Cherrydale Hardware
Store/
Masonic Lodge

3805 Lee
Highway

Date

Ca. 1910

1936

Historic
Context

Commercial
Building

Commercial
Building

Significance to Lee Highway’s History
county became Toone’s primary client, eventually purchasing some 1.2 million blocks from him during the project. In the course
of the county’s sewerage construction campaign, the Cherrydale Cement Block Company developed a concrete manhole cover
that was comprised of segments to make a full circular cover. The company’s invention was first utilized in New Jersey, being
shipped there by the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad. Other notable projects that employed Toone’s blocks were the
Lyon Village and Washington-Lee High School building campaigns. Many of the domestic buildings in Cherrydale had poured
concrete or concrete block foundations that were manufactured locally at the Cherrydale Cement Block Company. Eventually,
the Cherrydale Cement Block Company relocated to Herndon when I-66 was constructed.
Possibly the oldest commercial building on Lee Highway, currently housing two Arlington County Legacy Businesses.
Arlington County property data lists this building’s date of construction as 1935. The Arlington permit record states that a
permit was given to owner D.P. Puglisi for the Cherrydale Shoe Repair Shop on May 31, 1935. However, architectural style
and historical data suggest this is an older building. The Cherrydale Historic District National Register nomination form lists
the date of construction as 1910, which is more consistent with its exterior appearance. Arlington County directories from
the 1950s list occupants at 3610 as Dominion Deli (1955 and 1959) and at 3612 as Trombo Shoe Repair (1955 and 1959) and
Suburban Shade & Awning (1966). As of 2019, the retail space in 3610 is used by Philippine Oriental Market and Deli, while
its counterpart at 3612 is occupied by Rod & Reel Repair.
The commercial building at 3610-3612 Lee Highway embodies many of the typical features of commercial buildings from its
period, such as its two-story height, prominent display windows, brick veneer, and general lack of ornamentation. It is a rare
double-commercial building along Lee Highway.
The building housing Cherrydale Hardware was specifically constructed as a home for the Cherrydale Masonic Lodge No. 42.
The Cherrydale area underwent a dramatic transformation during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Open land gave way to fruit
and vegetable farmers. Soon, trolley lines arrived, bringing with them a burgeoning community of professionals, businessmen,
and federal employees. Cherrydale’s central business district grew; its early buildings clustered in lots of commercial frontage
along a section of Lee Highway between Quincy and Monroe Streets. The Cherrydale Hardware/Masonic Lodge building is sited
adjacent to the lot where “Shreve’s Store,” once stood.
As the local populace grew and prospered, interest in social organizations (particularly fraternal orders) such as the Masons
grew. On December 1, 1921 the new Cherrydale Masonic lodge held its first official meeting at the Fireman’s Hall in Cherrydale.
By 1925, the lodge had relocated to a new building that was built one-half block southeast of the firehouse on Lee Highway.
By 1935, Cherrydale Masonic Lodge’s membership had grown to 125 members. In that year, a committee was formed to
explore the construction of a new building to serve as a permanent home for the Lodge. The building at 3805 Lee Highway was
built in 1936 at an estimated cost of $24,500.

000-8981

The Lee Heights Shops/
Lee HighwayWoodstock Shopping
Center

4500-4550
Lee Highway

1946

Shopping
Center/Strip
Mall

From the beginning—and with only a brief intermission in the early 1940s—a retail business has occupied the building’s first
story, while Lodge No. 42 its second. Sometime in the early 1940s, Cherrydale Hardware Store was founded by lodge member
Morris Sitkin. The building has undergone changes since its construction in 1936. In 1944 and 1961 the building received two
additions to the rear of its original section. The “Masonic Lodge with first floor commercial space” was a popular configuration
for lodge buildings built in the 1930s; providing income for Masonic events and causes, and a base for the lodge itself.
Early post-WWII strip shopping center with striking floor-to-ceiling glass front, minimal decoration and both angled
parking in front and ample parking lot in rear, setting the standard for other shopping centers built along Lee Highway
during this period.
The Lee Heights shopping center/strip mall at 4500-4540 Lee Highway is representative of strip malls from this period on Lee
Highway, with character-defining features including one-story height, large fixed storefront windows, brushed metal window
frames and muntins, metal and glass doors, polished granite veneer, and sheer rectilinear building forms.
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000-9826

Dominion Terrace
Apartments/
Broyhilton Apartments

2030 North
Woodrow
Street

1954

Apartment
Building

000-9858

Vale Apartments

4750-4752
21st Road
North/47514753 21st
Road North

1938

Apartment
Building

Significance to Lee Highway’s History
Built in 1946 by the firm of Roystone, Grimm, & Sammons, the Lee Highway-Woodstock shopping center originally contained
14 stores, occupying 18,070 square feet of commercial space on a lot size of 63,295 square feet. This shopping center is an
early example of its type, built up to the sidewalk, with the bulk of its parking situated at the rear of the lot. According to
historic Arlington County directories from the 1950s and 1960s, the Lee Highway-Woodstock Shopping Center has been
occupied by a wide variety of businesses.
The historic name "Broyhilton Apartments" alludes to its connection with the prominent post-WWII Broyhill family of
developers and builders.
The Broyhilton Apartments (now Dominion Terrace Condominiums) complex was built by M.T. Broyhill & Sons. M.T. Broyhill
was a highly prolific builder of housing throughout the Washington DC area. Constructed in a restrained Colonial Revival Style
consistent with the garden apartment complexes built throughout Arlington County during the1940s and 1950s, the
Broyhilton apartment complex is an excellent example of modernized developmental designs that were marketed to meet
increased local demand for multi-residential housing in the mid-20th century. M.T. Broyhill and Sons developed a number of
similar apartment buildings during the mid-century period throughout the area (Traceries 2011). The complex was
constructed by owners M. T. Broyhill & Sons in 1954, according to Arlington County building permit numbers 29887 through
29890. In 1981, the apartment complex was converted to condominiums, and the name changed to Dominion Terrace
Condominiums.
Elegant Georgian-style brick apartment buildings just off busy Glebe Road/Lee Highway intersection (also known as the
Wunders Crossroads) that book-end the entrance to Glebewood Village Historic District.
Constructed in 1938, these twin two-story Colonial Revival apartment buildings were built by Mace Properties Inc. as part of
the Glebewood Village subdivision. The subdivision’s name was inspired by “The Glebe” a 1773 historic house that was
reconstructed in the early 19th century and served as home for the minister of Fairfax Parish. Today the Glebewood Village
development is situated on land purchased in the mid-18th century because the land encompassed an important intersection
of two roads; the “Road to the Falls” (now Glebe Road) which traversed the county north to south, and the “Georgetown to
Fairfax Road” (now Lee Highway) which spanned the county east to west.
The Glebewood area began to develop as a neighborhood in the early 20th century, initially with scattered sections that
contained subdivisions of housing developments. The built inventories of these developments were constituted by Colonial
Revival-inspired models. Newly-created jobs in a government that had seen historic levels of expansion under the auspices of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, brought droves of military and government employees to the Washington DC area;
driving demand for new housing. Mace Properties Inc. was founded in 1938 to meet that demand. Because of a 1942 change
to Arlington County zoning that eliminated permitting for the construction of row houses, developers were compelled to
seek out alternative designs that would satisfy need for middle-income houses in the wake of World War II.

000-9827

Garden City Shopping
Center

5117-5183
Lee Highway

1954

Shopping
Center/Strip
Mall

During the Modern Movement era, Lee Highway and Glebe Road became bustling thoroughfares filled with automobiles. As
this automobile-based social framework became predominant, single-family dwellings were steadily replaced by commercial
buildings along these roads. During this time the twin dwelling, a common architectural phenomenon throughout the county,
rounded out the housing stock of the neighborhood. Because Lee Highway and Glebe Road have historically provided
convenient access to commuter routes, the conglomeration of subdivisions that comprise Glebewood Village have remained
geographically insulated by them.
Typically unassuming, low-scale 1950s strip shopping center, currently home to a wide variety of shops, markets, and
restaurants reflecting Arlington's racial and ethnic diversity.
Built in 1954, the Garden City Shopping Center has had many additions and modifications since that date. According to a
1960 study of Arlington County shopping centers, the Garden City Shopping Center then contained 19 businesses within 20
storefronts and included 71 parking spaces for its patrons. At that time there were vacant, undeveloped parcels at either end
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of the building lot, and the county planning office had recommended that they be re-zoned as residential, and-with a
transitional permit-be used for parking spaces until built out. Before the proposed rezoning was enacted, the shopping
center’s owners built 14 additional stores on the open parcels and two on North Edison Street, bringing Garden City
Shopping Center’s total to thirty-five stores (Arlington County Office of Planning, 1960).
Along with the initial expansion of commercial floor space came a commensurately reduced amount of available parking.
Shortly after this expansion, a major project during 1959-1960 to widen Lee Highway was undertaken, forcing the parking lot
at the center’s frontage to be further reduced.
According to the 1960 study, the expansion of commercial space at either end of the building lot and reduction in parking
spaces proved detrimental to the shopping center, which was already experiencing a high turnover in tenancies. Despite
Garden City Shopping Center’s ideal location at the intersection of North Edison Drive and North George Mason Drive, the
commercial space expansion coupled with the Lee Highway widening project resulted in diminishing popularity for the
shopping center during its early years. Today, the Garden City Shopping Center is a vibrant commercial center, with an
eclectic collection of stores and restaurants, including those serving Caribbean, Bengal, Thai, Mexican, Nepalese, and Indian
cuisine, as well as tax preparation centers, nail salons, and ethnic markets.

VDHR ID
Current Name
Address
Date
Historic Context
No.
LEGACY BUSINESSES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Significance to Lee Highway’s history

000-9828

Popular and busy restaurant and Legacy Business in a former gas station, wedged into a prominent site between Lee
Highway and Old Dominion Drive.
The building at 4400 Old Dominion Drive was constructed for owner Caldwell C, Kendrick as a full-service gas station in 1955.
The builder was Kettler Bros. Inc. according to Arlington County building permit number 30816. The building was used as a
full-service gas station into the 1970s. In 1986 and 1987, the building underwent major additions and remodeling, readying it
for the purpose it currently serves as Lebanese Taverna Market. From the Legacy Business website at
https://www.legacybusinessarlington.com/lebanese-taverna:

000-9829

Lebanese
Taverna

Lyon Village
Shopping
Center

4400 Old
Dominion Drive

3115-3131 Lee
Highway

1955

1964

Commercial
Building

Shopping
Center/Strip Mall

“Established in 1979, Lebanese Taverna has become a beloved local chain with 12 locations across the DC Metro area. But the
business that has become familiar to many in Arlington began as a business with not only a borrowed space, but a borrowed
name. Grace Abi-Najm Shea, current owner and daughter of the founder of the Lebanese Taverna shared with us that the
building where they started their business, previously operated under the name Athenian Taverna and that the name
Lebanese Taverna was “born out of necessity.” And so, it began. Originally selling Greek cuisine alongside the Lebanese food
of her family's upbringing and taste, Lebanese Taverna customers started asking more and more for the food the family
would eat in the restaurant instead of the food they were selling. After about a year, the menu was converted to full Lebanese
food. And while they still served some of the Greek specialties for the first 25 years, this coming summer will mark 31 years of
serving the best Lebanese cuisine around.
Quintessential 1960s shopping center developed by the prominent Lyon family on land formerly used for an amusement
park. Giant Foods is an original tenant and the locally popular “The Italian Store” has occupied their space since the
1980s.
What is now the site of Lyon Village Shopping Center was once the railroad crossroads known as Thrifton Junction. At these
crossroads, the Richmond & Fredericksburg Railway and the Bluemont Division of the W&OD Railroad merged to share a
common roadbed eastward to Rosslyn and to Washington, D.C. via the Aqueduct Bridge. At an unknown date, but before the
construction of I 66, the railroad buildings were torn down.
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According to historic aerials, the site of the shopping center remained vacant from 1949 until its construction in 1964. During
this period, Arlington Kiddie Land Amusements operated on the site. In 1964, the Lyon Village Shopping Center was constructed
by Lyon Village Land, LLC., which at the time was owned by the second generation of well-known developer Frank Lyon.

000-3623

Moore's
Barber Shop

4807 Lee
Highway

1940

Commercial
Building

In 1966, the tenants listed from the Arlington County directories were: Old Dominion Bank, United Savings and Loan, Lyon
Village Barber Shop, High’s Dairy, Giant Foods, Yah Wing Restaurant, and Morgan’s Hair Stylist. In 1972, the businesses
remained the same except for the addition of Beauty Palace (Hill Publishing Company 1955-1976). In 1968, the stand-alone
commercial building at 3135-3141 Lee Highway, situated west of the shopping center, was built for additional retail stores.
From 2010-2011, the Lyon Village Shopping Center underwent a façade renovation designed by MV+A Architects and
completed by construction firm, Therrien Waddell.
In the African American community of Hall's Hill, the local barber shop/beauty shop occupied a prominent place in the
social and commercial life of the neighborhood.
From the Legacy Business website at: https://www.legacybusinessarlington.com/moores-barber
“Mr. James Moore, Sr., established Moore’s Barber Shop in Hall’s Hill in 1960. In 2002, the elder Mr. Moore retired and turned
over the business to his son, James Moore, Jr. He had been working in the shop since he was seven years old, sweeping the
floors and doing other odd tasks, and eventually joining as a full-‐time barber in 1991. The barber shop has long been known
as place for not only a great haircut, but also lively conversation and a friendly atmosphere. Its walls are papered with photos
of clients and other memorabilia marking historic moments in the D.C. region and country.

000-9833

Heidelberg
Bakery

2150 North
Culpeper Street

1987

Commercial
Building

Mr. Jim Moore, Sr., started the barber shop in 1960, originally with a partner and at a different location a few blocks down on
Lee Highway (where the KFC is now). The younger Mr. Moore started working in the shop when he was 7 years old, sweeping
the floors and doing other odds and ends for a dollar per day. This continued through his youth. In 1991 he started working
there full time as a barber, which allowed Mr. Moore Sr. to step back a bit from his work until he fully retired in 2002. Mr. Moore
explained that many of the small independent barber shops don’t exist anymore due to competition with low-‐cost chains.
Historically, the barber shop business was one of the few businesses black men could open and use to support their families.
The barber shop is about personal service and relationships, and Moore’s has been able to maintain those over the years. They
have generations of clients now who have been coming there for decades, and many from far away. Many young people who
come are not as engaged in conversations, and Mr. Moore has had to use social media more to promote their shop in addition
to word of mouth.”
Housed in a non-historic, Post-Modern-style building, Heidelberg Bakery illustrates the story of German immigrants
moving to Arlington County and establishing a successful business, in the process becoming a beloved local landmark.
From the Legacy Business website at https://www.legacybusinessarlington.com/heidelberg-bakery
“Established in 1975, just down the street from their current location, Heidelberg Bakery was started by Wolfgang Buchler for
one very simple reason. “It was for me,” he said, “In America, I could not find any good bread.” As our interview with Wolfgang
and his wife Carla unfolded it became apparent that this motivation for Wolfgang was among many other factors. But you
cannot deny that bread is at the foundation of Heidelberg Bakery. We heard about their passion for the community and for the
relationships that they’ve forged over the years. We heard about the cultural and regulatory challenges of running a business
for over 30 years. And we left with a greater understanding and appreciation for local businesses like Heidelberg Bakery and
how they have changed the Lee Highway community for the better.
The story of Heidelberg Bakery undoubtedly begins with a plane ride on August 2, 1969. The plane that carried Wolfgang Buchler
from his hometown of Heidelberg Bakery to John F. Kennedy Airport touched down on a typical August day in New York.
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Wolfgang recalled the moment the plane doors swung open, “I thought I died. I thought jeez did I land in Africa?” Buchler
immigrated from Germany and brought with him the baking style and essence of his home town of Heidelberg, Germany.
Exposing Arlingtonians to preservative-free, healthy bread, Wolfgang recalled several of his first customers bringing bread back
because it would mold. Carla shared, “In the 70’s, an exotic bread was a french bread so switching over to the rye breads, hearty
breads and seeded breads [was not normal]. Now it’s different. People are exposed to [these breads] and I think more
international with their tastes.”
But this isn’t the only change the Buchler’s shared with us that has impacted their business over the years. A big challenge for
their bakery has been a shift to a younger, more transient community. Older customers would call ahead with their big orders
and return on a consistent basis. Younger customers, on the other hand, shop around, undermining the loyalty Heidelberg has
relied upon. And calling ahead is something that has become the exception. “You guys don’t need to plan anymore, you have
all your things on here [points to iPhone].”
Carla and Wolfgang also were able to share what makes their business so special; both for them and for their customers.
Wolfgang shared when speaking about how they have tried to retain employees over the years that, “I work with my people.
With people, it’s not a number. I want the best for you and you want the best for me.” Carla shared, “We have had some people
20, 30, 40 years. Sometimes they just leave because they turn 80 years old and can’t work anymore.” She also shared that they
will have customers come back after several years after having left for college or moving out of town and reflect on the sense
of community they experience at Heidelberg Bakery. “Arlington is sometimes transient and people sometimes don’t have
something to come home to. But they know that they come here and it feels like their childhood or like visiting family and I think
that’s really nice.”
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AFRICAN AMERICAN PROPERTIES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA
000-8509

Calloway
United
Methodist
Church

5000 Lee
Highway

1904

African American

Bedrock of the Halls Hill religious community since shortly after the Civil War, Calloway Church hosted crucial meetings
during the Civil Rights era in Arlington. Historically significant graveyard is adjacent.
The congregation of the Calloway United Methodist Church first organized in 1866 at the residence of Samuel Smith on the
Saegmuller farm. The congregation moved from the Freedman’s Village area of Arlington to the Halls Hill area in 1870. The
first church, a small wood-framed building constructed circa 1870 with congregant member funds, was on a site purchased
from Alexander Parker in the vicinity of 4800 Lee Highway. Winsted Calloway was the church’s first pastor and subsequent
namesake. From 1872 to 1876, the Sumner School, a school for African American children in North Arlington County, held
weekly classes in the church building. In 1888, the current site was conveyed by congregant member and church trustee,
Moses Jackson, although its most long-standing structure was not constructed until 1904.
The cemetery was established during the same time with its first and last recorded burials in 1891 and 1959, respectively.
The oldest graves belong to Margaret Hyson (1825-1891), an emancipated slave who worked on the Hall’s Hill plantation and
the Rev. Winsted Calloway (1843-1891). “Calloway Cemetery is the oldest known church-affiliated, African American
graveyard in the Hall’s Hill neighborhood and possibly in all of Arlington. This historic cemetery represents an important
connection to Arlington’s undocumented African American heritage” The Calloway Church Cemetery became an Arlington
County Local Historic District in 2012.
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According to the cornerstone, earliest renovations to the 1904 edifice occurred in 1940 although the extent of the building
campaign is unknown. Congregant member, local architect, and Halls Hill community member E. Leslie Hamm was the
project architect for the church’s renovation and expansion in 1979 under the pastorate of Rev. Carl Renick. The renovation
nearly doubled the square footage, expanded the choir loft, and added an open bell tower, vestibule, and new classrooms.
The same year as its last 1959 burial, the widening of Lee Highway caused the relocation of ten graves to Coleman Cemetery
in Fairfax County. More recent renovations to the building include replacement windows and a remodel of the corner tower
although the overall footprint of the 1979 renovation appears intact.

000-8469

Mount
Salvation
Baptist Church

1961 North
Culpeper Street

1974

African American

For over a century, Calloway Church fulfilled roles beyond its spiritual capacity serving as a civic and social center for longstanding community organizations like the John M. Langston Citizens Association (established 1924), the John M. Langston
School (established 1925), and the Hall’s Hill Volunteer Fire Department (established 1918). During the Civil Rights
Movement, Calloway Church provided student aid and hosted visitors, most notably during the Resurrection City/Poor
People’s Convention (May 12 – June 24, 1968). The church provided safe space for students to meet and prepare for
integration and continued this tradition summarized in its current mission statement: “Open doors. Open hearts. Open
minds.” Calloway Church is a life member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People which speaks
to its ongoing involvement in civil rights since the 1960s.
Historic African American congregation organized in 1872 in Halls Hill neighborhood, with its original cemetery and a
modern church building by architect Charles J. Bryant.
Reverend Cyrus Carter, originally from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, organized several Baptist churches within the African American
communities in Northern Virginia between 1866 and 1873. Rev. Carter organized the First Baptist Church of Chesterbrook,
the First Baptist Church of Vienna, Mount Salvation Baptist Church (Mount Salvation) in Arlington, and Shiloh Baptist Church
in McLean, VA. When Rev. Carter organized Mount Salvation circa 1872, the congregation began meeting at the residence of
Brother Moses and Hattie Pelham by 1879 in what became known as “Pelham Town”, the colloquial name for the acreage
near Hall’s Hill owned and occupied by the Pelham family.
Bazil and Francis Hall owned the 327-acre plantation that became the Hall’s Hill/High View Park neighborhood. To recoup
losses after the Civil War, Hall eventually subdivided and sold the plantation in one-acre lots to African Americans between
1881 until his death in 1888. According to the history of Mount Salvation, the current one-acre site was purchased in 1884
by the trustees of the church, which included Moses Pelham Sr. Washington Jones, Bonaparte Moten, Harrison King, and
Horace Shelton from Bazil and Francis Hall for $80. Land for the cemetery was acquired in 1888, and the first permanent
church was constructed in 1892. Research suggests an interim one-room, wood-framed church existed between 1884 and
1892. Through circa 1885, the Independent School, an area school for African American children in Hall’s Hill/High View Park,
used the building for classes when the Washington School District constructed a new Sumner School at the corner of Lee
Highway and N. Culpeper Street.
Reverend Cyrus Carter of Lincolnville, VA was Mount Salvation’s first officiating pastor. Under the pastorate of Reverend
Chinnor Coleman (1905-1917), the building was enlarged, and a baptismal pool installed. The most prolific building campaign
began in the 1940s under the pastorage of Rev. N.R. Richardson (1931-1966). Renovations in 1942 included a façade
renovation and the addition of a basement, new windows and automatic bells/chimes. The two-story central bell tower was
constructed in the 1950s and a new composition shingle roof was added over the original roof in 1963.
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The original 1892 building was demolished on July 24, 1975 to make way for a new structure approved for construction on
May 13, 1974 (Building Permit No.8760-C). Architect Charles J. Bryant, of Bryant & Bryant (Washington, D.C.) designed the
new masonry and steel structure; E.L. Daniels of Arlington, VA was the contractor. The new church is associated with the
historic Mount Salvation Baptist Church Cemetery.
The current Langston Brown Community Center stands on hallowed educational ground, as this was the site of the postCivil War Sumner School, established for newly freed slaves in Arlington County.
The Sumner Schools taught African Americans students who resided in the Washington District of Alexandria County
(present-day Arlington County). There are two 1868 accounts regarding the origin of Sumner School (No. 1) led by Etta Row
Jackson. One recounts the school beginning in the “Wonder House” on Falls Road (now Lee Highway), the other states it was
taught from the one-room, wood-framed Calloway United Methodist Church (Calloway Church) that was also located on Lee
Highway.
Historic references of the “Sumner School” begin circa 1872; Charles Sumner (1811-1874), “that great statesman, advocator,
and fighter for a civil rights bill which would also give freedom to schools” was the institution’s namesake. By 1872, a Sumner
School ran from the Calloway Church with at least 21 children led by teacher Ettie J. Rowe; likely the same school noted in
1868. Miss Jennie E. Arnold had charge of the school in 1874. By 1876, the school relocated “across the road to a more
commodious and comfortable house in the Odd Fellows’ Hall;” Miss Arnold remained teacher of approximately 60 students.
It appears another school, the “Independent School” began in the Mt. Salvation Baptist Church soon after the Sumner School
relocated to the Odd Fellows Hall in 1876. It is hypothesized that the reference to a Sumner School No. 1 and No. 2 began
around this time to differentiate between the two schools that likely administered to two different age groups.
The following is a description of the Sumner No. 2 conditions in 1879:
The next school visited was Sumner, No. 2, taught by Mr. R. W. Whiting, colored. This is a colored school, mixed in sexes, and
has upon its roll fifty pupils, twenty five of whom were present, they being the youngest on the roll, the largest ones being
required this time of year to work…The school room is in the lower story of a building known as “Odd Fellows Hall” and is not
very well adapted for school purposes, being [d]ark from having but few windows, and they are small. The furniture, if such it
may be called, is unfit for the uses for which it is required, there being but one small black board and map of the world, with
no other school appliances than a few rickety desks and benches unfit for school purposes.

000-9811

Fire Station
No. 8/ Hall’s
Hill Firehouse

4845 Lee
Highway

1961

African American

Although there was no reference to a second school in the 1879 article, by 1885 the Washington School district decided to
purchase a half-acre lot from Bazil Hill to construct Sumner School No. 2 at the current site. The Sumner School No. 2
included students from both schools. Arlington County land records list the school district’s purchase on August 10, 1885 for
75 dollars. Mrs. Roberta Whiting was a newly elected teacher to the Sumner School No. 2 in 1903. In 1924, following postWorld War I expansion needs, the school was demolished to construct the John M. Langston School. L.C. Baltimore had been
the Sumner School principal for 11 years when the replacement school was constructed in 1924.
Historically important landmark in the Hall’s Hill neighborhood, this building dates from 1962 and replaced an earlier fire
house built in the 1920s. It is slated for demolition and replacement.
In 1918, residents of Hall’s Hill, as High View Park was known at the turn of the twentieth century, established the Hall’s Hill
Volunteer. Fire Station #8 was the County’s first African American-manned fire station created during a segregated era when
African American communities across the nation created autonomous social, civic, religious, commercial and residential
enclaves throughout the nation (ACCB 1994; Simon 2018). The fire department elected its first officers in 1925 and officially
incorporated in 1927. By 1934, the department moved to its current location on property owned by the Hicks family. The
first HHVFD building located at 2209 N. Culpeper Street was adjacent to the William and Susana Hicks residence on Lot 26 of
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the Cottage Park subdivision. The building was a simple, two-bay, front-gabled structure with a center-ridge, bell-rigged
cupola constructed circa 1934.
The rudimentary beginnings of the fire station included a team of six who utilized a two-wheel cart outfitted with a 60-gallon
chemical tank to navigate the High View Park neighborhood (ACCB 1994; Walk Arlington 2014; Simon 2018). The Halls Hill
community procured the equipment for the fire station during its earliest years through fund-raising carnivals, door-to-door
canvassing, and subscription support. By 1926, the force acquired a 1917 Mitchell motor-driven fire truck with a mounted
60-gallon chemical tank/extinguisher. Through continued community support, the fire department continued to upgrade its
equipment. In 1933, they acquired a County-provided 1929 Diamond-T fire truck, a 1929 600-gallon pumper in the early
1950s. Unfortunately, County-provided equipment was often used, outdated or faulty. In addition, County compensation for
the department also lagged. In 1951, eleven years after their Caucasian peers, the County’s first paid African American
firefighters were Alfred Clark and Julian Syphax; Clark became the first African American Fire Captain in the County. When
the station became County-owned in the early 1960s, it was a combination engine and truck company with a crew of 21 that
operated a 100-foot aerial ladder truck. The station remained all African American through the 1960s.
Planning for a new county-owned fire house in Hall’s Hill started in the early 1960s. The county Board acquired a number of
additional parcels of land, contracted architect Richard Parks to design the building, and paid $134,216 to build the station in
August 1962. The ground-breaking ceremony for the second First Station No. 8 building occurred in 1962. The second and
extant building reflected mid-century modern architectural influences and was located east of the previous building at 4545
Lee Highway oriented to face the busy thoroughfare.

000-9835

Hall's Hill Wall
(Segregation
Wall)

17th Street
North, rear
property line

ca. 1920

African American

In recognition of the station’s history and cultural legacy, in February 2018 the County Manager established the fourteenmember Fire Station No. 8 History and Legacy Working Group. The purpose of the working group was .to develop and
recommend strategies to recognize, emphasize, and honor the history and legacy of the Hall’s Hill/High View Park Volunteer
Fire Department and Fire Station No. 8 to incorporate into the planning and design of a replacement fire station.
“Participants in our process learned Fire Station no. 8’s value as a community resource extended and
continues to extend beyond its role as an operational station…We learned how Station No. 8 provided a
safe place for African Americans to gather and interact in a segregated society…spawned leaders in the
emergency preparedness and response profession (No author 2018).”
“Its (Fire Station No. 8) importance as a historical and cultural touchstone that reminds all residents
and visitors how Arlington’s African American community had the courage and conviction to strive for
equal rights, progress, and justice.”
Reminder of the lengths that white residents went to prevent their African American neighbors from walking to and from
school through a white neighborhood. The remaining wall sections are commemorated by a historical marker.
Segregation Wall is a mixed-match agglomeration of fences privately constructed by white residents of neighborhoods
surrounding the south end of Hall’s Hill/Highview Park neighborhood beginning in the 1930s. Section 14 of Arlington’s 1930
Zoning Ordinance allowed for the construction of a rear fence or wall to a height not exceeding seven feet. Rear property
walls and fences made way for racialized building practices. Along the rear property line of the white homes bordering Hall’s
Hill, including the neighborhoods of Fostoria and Waycroft, residents constructed a seven-foot-tall cinderblock wall.
At its height, Segregation Wall enclosed the neighborhood to the south behind the residences along N. 17th Street. The only
extant section of “The Wall,” as the structure is commonly known throughout HHHVP, was constructed by residents of the
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Woodlawn Villas and Cardwells subdivisions; portions of it exist behind the homes along 17th Road North between N.
Culpeper and N. Edison Streets. The fence sections are materially disjointed given each resident was responsible for building
on their own lot. The Segregation Wall is constructed from wood, brick, metal and concrete. Glebe Road to the southwest of
the neighborhood was a major thoroughfare for services and amenities not provided within the community. Prior to the
erection of the wall, residents could walk to Glebe Road unhindered across unbuilt land. Once the wall was complete a one
block “short-cut” became a twelve to thirteen block circuitous walk up to Lee Highway and over to Glebe Road.
During the era of desegregation, children from HHHVP were to attend Woodlawn Elementary, on the other side of
Segregation Wall. After HHHVP parents petitioned the school board, portions of the wall were demolished to allow school
children passage to the newly integrated Woodlawn Elementary. Creation of this new accessway between N. Culpepper and
N. Abingdon required the acquisition and demolition of two Woodlawn Villa properties circa 1966.
In February 2017, Arlington County unveiled the historic marker which reads:
This wall is a reminder of racial segregation in the historically African American community of Hall’s Hill. During construction
of the Woodlawn Village subdivision in the 1930s, a wall of various materials and heights was built here to separate blacks
from the adjacent white neighborhood. The only through-street in Hall’s Hill at that time was N. Edison St. During the late
1950s, children from Hall’s Hill removed a small section of the wall to create a passage to a nearby creek. In 1966, Arlington
County removed a larger section of the wall, allowing full access to and from Hall’s Hill. Sections of the wall still stand today.
Erected in 2016 by Arlington County, Virginia in honor of the 150th Anniversary of Hall’s Hill.

000-9836

Langston
Brown
Community
Center/John
M. Langston
School (Site)

2121 North
Culpeper Street

1925

African American

The marker was a collaborative effort between the HHHVP Historic Preservation Coalition and the County’s Historic
Preservation Program to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the neighborhood. The remnants of Segregation Wall are a
sobering reminder of the most literal interpretation and representation of the nation’s segregation era. However, “the wall
ha(s) become more of an education tool than a racist barrier…a way to teach people about what Jim Crow racism looked like
and felt like” according to sentiments of the now more racially diverse HHHVP and surrounding areas.
Built as a high school for African American students and named for a prominent abolitionist, The Langston School was also
a rare example of a Rosenwald School in Arlington County.
The John M. Langston School site is the former location of the Julius Rosenwald John M. Langston School. The school’s
namesake, John Mercer Langston (1829-1897), was born a free African American man in Louisa County, Virginia. His father,
Ralph Quarles, was the slave holder of his emancipated mother, Lucy Jane Langston. Both of Langston’s parents died in 1834
and William Gooch, a friend of Quarles, raised him and his older sibling in Ohio. Langston studied at the Preparatory
Department of Oberlin College, an academic institution considered radical at the time as the first American college to admit
black and white students. Upon completion of his Oberlin studies, Langston was the fifth African American male graduate.
Langston became a renowned abolitionist, politician, attorney, and educator. In 1864, Langston was elected president of the
national Equal Rights League. In 1869, he became the first dean of the Howard University law school in Washington, D.C.
after playing a key role in its establishment, served as a Hayes-appointed U.S. minister to Haiti from 1877 to 1885, and served
as president of now-Virginia State University from 1885 to 1887.
Langston also had political tenacity, using his public speaking ability, passion, and intellect to campaign for the Republican
Party and the recruitment of black soldiers for the Union army during the Civil War era. He successfully won political office.
As an Independent, Langston served in Congress from September 23, 1890, to March 3, 1891, after winning a contested race
between white Republican judge Richard w. Arnold and Democratic candidate Edward C. Venable decided by the U.S. House
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of Representatives. It would take over 100 years before another African American achieved the same feat, when Robert C.
Scott became a Congressman from Virginia’s third congressional district in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1993.
The John M. Langston School replaced the Sumner School No.2, a school for African Americans established circa 1872 in the
Washington District of Alexandria County within the Hall’s Hill neighborhood. In 1885, the Washington School district
purchased a half-acre lot from Bazil Hall to construct a new Sumner School No. 2 at the present-day southeast corner of Lee
Highway and N. Culpeper Street. In 1924, following post-World War I expansion needs, the Sumner School was demolished
to construct the John M. Langston School (Langston School). At the recommendation of the Hall’s Hill/High View Park
community, the school board accepted that the school “henceforth be known as the John M. Langston Elementary Colored
School.
Construction of the four-teacher type Langston School was partially funded by the Julius Rosenwald Fund ($1,100), Arlington
County ($31,400), and the surrounding African American community ($500). Upman and Adams, Architects, a Washington DC
firm, designed the school and local African American contractor Noble N. Thomas constructed the brick edifice. Additional
local tradesmen involved in the construction of the school included Dan Ferguson (carpenter), Jim Williams (plumber),
Howard Moten (bricklayer), Floyd Hardy (painter), John Gilliam (electrician) and Mr. Littlejohn (electrician) (Best et. al. 1995).
Members of the Hopewell Lodge No. 1700 led the cornerstone laying ceremony on October 19, 1924 before a crowd of more
than 1,000; the school was dedicated on May 30, 1926. Funding through the Rosenwald school-building program held
stringent design requirements; one design factor related to the type of school recommended for construction. The Langston
School, though designed by local Washington, D.C. architects, is a brick vernacular interpretation of the Rosenwald fourteacher and central community school plans that provided ample lighting and ventilation for students.
The original building reflected vernacular interpretations of the Beaux Arts Classical and International architectural styles.
Details of the Beaux Arts style included the rectangular “classical box” form, pronounced entrance with Colonial styling and
classic-like exterior ornamentation. Those details of the International style included the use of concrete bands to emphasize
the horizontal plane, grouped window that created a “window wall”.
The first addition to the original building in 1938 added a clinic, playroom, locker room, restrooms, and an additional
classroom. Post-World War II population growth necessitated the expansion of the Langston School, which received
additions in 1953, 1959, and 1964. The faculty increased from one teacher to ten. The primary entrance was relocated to the
1953 addition, which added a new classroom, cafeteria/multi-purpose room, and administrative offices. In 1959, a two-story
wing with a central corridor plan was appended to the rear of the original 1925 structure. The 1959 building added four
classrooms, two restrooms, storage, and two conference rooms. The 1964 additions included a rear addition to the 1925
building and a rectangular classroom wing.
Even as the school reached its largest size, the number of students decreased through the 1960s and 1970s as desegregation
and new school construction relocated students elsewhere. Secondary schools in Arlington County integrated from 19631964, followed by the desegregation of elementary schools in 1966. In 1966, Langston School, by then Langston Elementary,
was one of five that served the north central corridor of Arlington County. The Langston Elementary student body, the only
African American elementary school in north Arlington County, was divided between Lee-Reed, Woodlawn, Cherrydale and
Taylor Elementary Schools. A kindergarten remained in the building through 1971. The former school building housed a Child
Care Development Center and adult education center before becoming the Langston-Brown Community Center. The
community center occupied the structure through 2003 when it was razed to make way for the existing LEED-silver John M.
Langston High School Continuation Program & Langston-Brown Community Center.
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4709 Lee
Highway
3811-3815 Lee
Highway

1956

African American

1957

African American

4700 Lee
Highway

ca. 1940

African American

Three of the most historically significant sites along Lee Highway are the two drugstores and Howard Johnson’s Restaurant
that witnessed non-violent and ultimately successful sit-ins of restaurant facilities in 1960.
This culminating moment in Arlington County was reached through the bravery and tenacity of the Nonviolent Action Group
(NAG), a group started at Howard University, and their supporters. Students from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
College led the first nonviolent desegregation sit-in at Woolworth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina on February 1, 1960. Their
passive resistance emboldened others and sit-ins, versus picketing, became a powerful nonviolent method to protest
segregation. In March 1960, Laurence Henry, a Howard University Divinity student, founded NAG when the results of a picket
on Capitol Hill with fellow students proved ineffective.
Alexandria was Henry’s first sit-in locale, however the city proactively decided to have black leaders and whites-only
businesses participate in a desegregation study to avoid a sit-in demonstration. It is unclear if Arlington County officials were
unwilling to undertake a similar study. NAG’s first official sit-ins occurred along Arlington’s Lee Highway corridor during June
1960. Commercial establishments like Drug Fair, People’s Drug Store and Woolworth were selected for NAG sit-ins because
of their apparent hypocrisy. Outlets of these chains in the District were desegregated by 1960 but locations in Virginia and
Maryland continued to operate according to the de facto/de jure segregation that persisted in the South.
NAG led the first sit-in with an interracial group on June 9, 1960 at the People’s Drug Store (4709-A Lee Highway) and the
Drug Fair (3811-3815 Lee Highway). Dion Diamond, a fellow Howard University student, and Joan Trumpauer Mulholland, a
student originally from Arlington, were two supporters who would put their academics on hold that summer to participate in
other civil rights demonstrations in the South. Diamond began private sit-ins at the age of 15 when he “got tired of looking at
signs that said whites only”. He became a familiar face of the NAG sit-ins in Arlington and other nonviolent demonstrations
to desegregate Glen Echo Park, MD. Diamond continued his work in the South becoming a member of the Freedom Riders
and the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee which landed him in jail on several occasions.
Joan Mulholland had a similar history. She was a student at Duke University who was presumably home for summer break to
participate in many of the Arlington County sit-ins. She became an icon of the Civil Rights Movements as a white southern
woman who defied racial stereotypes by actively supporting racial equality and freedom. Mulholland never returned to Duke
but would become a graduate of Tougaloo College in Mississippi, a historically black academic institution. She was a Freedom
Rider who participated in over 50 sit-ins and demonstrations by the age of twenty-three and persevered, though she was
disowned by her family, attacked, shot at, put on death row and hunted by the Ku Klux Klan.
Management at both the Drug Fair and People’s Drug Stores closed in response to the sit-ins. The NAG groups returned to
the same locations the following day to more success and no arrests. However, when Henry and Diamond attempted to sit-in
at the Howard Johnson’s restaurant (4700 Lee Highway), management had them arrested for trespassing; both were
immediately released on $250 bond.
Sit-in participants were trained to withstand crowd retaliation and practice true nonviolence; Calloway United Methodist
Church was one HHHVP institution that opened its doors for training. NAG members may not have been physically harmed
but they were nonetheless subject to intensely humiliating and antagonistic crowds. One of the most notable crowd
retaliation events occurred at the Cherrydale Drug Fair (3811-3815 Lee Highway) on June 10, 1960, when Diamond was
confronted by George Lincoln Rockwell, leader of the American Nazi Party; from 1968-1984, the Arlington office of the
American Nazi Party was located at 2507 N. Franklin Road. The group took a brief hiatus to let their actions have their
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intended effect which would occur by the end of the month. Sit-ins resumed on June 18, 1960, at the Woolworth’s lunch
counter and Lansburgh’s Department Store in Shirlington. In an interview for the Columbia Pike Documentary Project, Joan
Mulholland, a native Arlingtonian who resides in the Barcroft Neighborhood and grew up in the Buckingham neighborhood,
stated the following regarding the relatively quick desegregation of Arlington’s establishments:
These local chains, independent stores, were basically owned by Jewish families. liberal New York
families who had come down for New Deal jobs, and they didn’t have any problem personally with
serving people, but it was against the state law. If they did serve us, or you went to a church you were
allowed in, anybody who enabled you to sit together anywhere, was subject to arrest, also. So, I think
the stores’ managers had no problem serving us personally, but they weren’t ready to go to jail today.
That’s my interpretation. I’ve heard people who might question that. They aren’t from here.
Located in the heart of the Halls Hill neighborhood, this park was reserved for African Americans as part of Arlington
County's segregated parks system.
According to long-time resident of Halls Hill/High View Park (HHHVP), Saundra Green, the area was the neighborhood
playground from at least the 1930s on land that belonged to the Carpenter Family (Green 2019). For a time, the park was
managed by Mr. Ernest Green, manager of the Negro Section of the Arlington County Parks and Recreation Department . In
the 1950s, the park received its first rudimentary equipment, a swing set and backstop but was staffed during summer
months to create activities for neighborhood children.
Historic 1949 aerials of the High View Park region depict an area that remained predominately underdeveloped with mature
trees interspersed throughout; denser residential infill is not evident until the early 1960s. The vacancy of the Highland Park
parcel becomes apparent in 1964. It appears this clearing was somewhat deliberate with the intention of creating a
recreational space for HHHVP or a highly advantageous coincidence based on a series of events which occurred beginning in
1964. Arlington County began its Neighborhood Conservation Program (NCP) in 1964. The first HHHVP NCP adopted by the
County occurred on February 13, 1965; it was updated in 1994. One prioritized community issue identified in the 1964
HHHVP NCP was to:
“…propose a fully equipped playground with facilities to include drinking fountains, a storage building and toilets.
Our playground has been totally unusable for almost three years, although the present construction offers some
encouragement.”
The final statement of the NCP ranked ‘Recreation-playground’ as one of four “Priority number 1 items;” the other top
priorities were rezoning, land acquisition, and a street outlet from the lower part of N. Culpeper Street to connect it to N.
Abingdon Street; the last of which required the County to acquire and demolish two parcels of the Woodlawn Villas
Subdivision, effectively breaking “Segregation Wall.”
It appears the County received the HHHVP NCP and followed through with implementation by the early 1970s. According to
the park parcel’s real estate data, it was purchased by the County on January 1, 1971. By 1979, the baseball field was added,
and the basketball courts first appear in 1981. Addition of the courts may correspond with the County’s designation of the
HHHVP as a community development target neighborhood in 1981. This designation allows HHHVP to receive federal funding
for continued improvements through the Community Development Block Grant Program (HHPNCPC 1994:4). Today,
amenities of this three-acre park include a picnic area, charcoal grills, playground, a permit-priority baseball/softball field,
two lighted basketball courts with bleachers.
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1900 North
Cameron Street

1950

African American

Home of architect Leslie Hamm and wife Dorothy Hamm, prominent Civil Rights-era activists and community leaders.
Edward Leslie Hamm, Sr. (1917-2013) and his wife, Dorothy Bigelow Hamm (1919-2004) were longtime residents of Halls Hill,
dedicated to seeing the advancement of their local community and the African American community at large through their
professional and personal lives. From a profile in 1969 in the Washington Post:
For 15 years the Hamms have been involved in just about every phase of the civil rights struggle in
Arlington, not to mention the fact that they as much as anyone are responsible for the neighborhood
conservation program…Determined to change their neighborhood as well as the world, they joined
everything, lent their time and effort and money to any project. The NAACP, Mount Salvation Church,
the Arlington Council on Human Rights, Norther Virginia Fair Housing, Hurelco (a land development
company that is color blind), the County Advisory Committee on Health and Welfare, the County
Neighborhood Conservation Committee, the League of Women Voters, the John M. Langston Citizens
Association (she is outgoing president), and many more.
Edward Hamm was an architect who apprenticed with architect Romulus Cornelius Archer, Jr., an African-American architect
who opened a private practice in Washington, D.C. in 1921 and became the second licensed African American architect in the
city in1926. Romulus Cornelius Archer, Jr. studied architecture through the International Correspondence School in Scranton,
PA and finished his architectural studies at Columbia in 1913.
Hamm designed and constructed the residence located at 1900 N. Cameron Street “brick by brick and board by board, and
Mrs. Hamm worked, first as a seamstress and then at Government jobs leading up to an administrative secretary in the Army
Surgeon General’s office, to help put the materials, a pound of nails and a bag of mortar at a time. The building took five
years.” Hamm graduated from the Hampton Institute (now Hampton University) in 1940 with a degree in Building
Construction. From 1946 to 1960, Hamm worked as a Draftsman, Job Captain, Chief Draftsman, and Office Manager for R.C.
Archer & Associates and Mills, Petticord & Mills, two private D.C. based architecture firms, before working with the U.S.
General Services Administration (GSA). While with the GSA he was responsible for varying roles to include Project Review
Architect for the construction of the John F. Kennedy Cultural Center for the Performing Arts; Project Coordinator for the
Federal Triangle Project; Acting Chief of the Architectural Section; and Office of Construction Management Coordinator on
GSA Demonstration Projects which were designed to demonstrate environmental enhancement and energy conservation.
Upon his retirement in 1977 he had risen to ranks of Chief Architect and Energy Conservation Coordinator for the
Professional Service Division.
In his local community, Hamm was the project architect for the renovation and expansion of the 1904 Calloway United
Methodist Church (Calloway Church) at 5000 Lee Highway in 1979. The $235,000 renovation almost doubled the original
square footage of the church and featured an open bell tower, an expanded choir loft, a new front entrance vestibule, and
new educational classrooms. Hamm and his family were congregant members of Calloway Church. As an active community
member, Hamm served as a member of the Arlington Neighborhood Conservation Committee, Board of Directors for the
Arlington Interchurch Committee on Housing for Low Income Families, the Arlington Council on Human Relations; the
Northern Virginia Fair Housing Association; the County Advisory Board on Health and Welfare; and the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People for over 50 years.

4-24

SECTION FOUR
VDHR ID
No.

000-9874

Current
Name/Histori
c Name

Address

Miss Allen's
Store (Site)

1821 North
Columbus
Street

Results of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey
Construction
Date

ca. 1935

Historic Context

African American

Significance to Lee Highway’s history
Dorothy Hamm was also a prolific and active community member. She, along with members of the black and white
communities, worked to integrate Arlington County schools. In 1956, she and her eldest son, Edward Leslie Hamm, Jr. joined
a group of families in a civil suit to integrate the all-white Stratford Junior High (Stratford High); the suit was Clarissa S.
Thompson et al. v. the County School Board of Arlington, 159 F. Supp. 567. Though the 1956 civil suit was unsuccessful, in
1958, by order of the U.S. District Court Stratford Junior High became the first white public school in Virginia to desegregate.
Desegregation was an arduous process and Dorothy Hamm was a participant in challenging the Pupil Placement Act, which
was designed to delay school integration while giving the appearance of compliance (Virginia Changemakers n.d.). The
Hamms were collectively involved in challenging Virginia’s poll tax in 1963. Later the same year Dorothy Hamm was arrested
for her involvement in the public protest to desegregate Arlington theatres. The arrest did not deter her efforts as she
remained politically and civically active serving as a delegate to Arlington County and state conventions in 1964, was
appointed assistant registrar and a chief election officer in the Woodlawn precinct in Arlington, worked to establish a local
chapter of the Congress on Racial Equality organized in Arlington, and participated in the 1968 "Poor People's March on
Washington". She became the first recipient of the Arlington County Martin Luther King Jr. Award for Outstanding Volunteer
Service in 1982 and the Virginia House of Delegates honored her lifelong contributions in a joint resolution in 2002. Dorothy
Hamm’s most recent, post mortem accolades include recognition by the Virginia Women’s Monument Commission “Voices
from the Garden” project and honor for the historic role she played in integrating Stratford Junior High School. The newly
renovated Stratford Junior High, a NRHP-listed resource, Virginia Landmark and Arlington County Historic District, will reopen
as the Dorothy Hamm Middle School beginning with the 2019-2020 school year.
Although the original building no longer stands, this was the site of an active grocery/residence in the Hall’s Hill/Highview
Park neighborhood.
Prior to the Civil Rights Movement, African American communities were mostly autonomous and self-reliant for goods and
services. Many service-oriented businesses were located within the homes of the proprietors to offset the cost of purchasing
land and building a shop. The home of Washington and Rose Allen was reportedly the first home-based general store in Hall’s
Hill/Highview Park, a historically African American neighborhood located south of Lee Highway (Maas et. al. 2016:60).
Arlington Directories from 1955 to 1964 list Rose H. Allen as resident of 1821 N. Columbus Street as well as the “Allen &
Davis Grocery”.
According to the Arlington County Building Card for 1821 N. Columbus Street, the residence, noted as a “concrete block
dwelling,” was owned and occupied by Washington and Rose Allen in 1935.The 1935 building card indicates a variety of
maintenance work was performed throughout the 1960s and 1970s to include: a replacement roof on June 17, 1963 (Permit
#2105); repairs to a garage and a barn demolition on March 31, 1964 (Permit #23800), new wooden siding and the
replacement of rotting wood on October 1, 1965 (Permit #25385); replacement roof on November 1, 1967 (Permit #8391);
replacement aluminum siding on three exterior walls with pre-cast stone on the front on June 9, 1970 (Permit #11095); and
re-roofing of the front slope only on November 11, 1977 (Permit #5873).
A new dwelling on this lot for Ruth Colden Johnsen was approved for construction beginning in 1940 (ACBP 1935; 1940); this
residence was located behind the Allen’s residence to face N. Cameron Street. There is an approved Arlington County
Application for Permit to Build and Building Permit for new construction dated May 15, 1940 and June 24, 1940, respectively
(ACBP 1940). It appears Rose Allen subdivided the original lot that had west and east access to N. Columbus and N. Cameron
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Streets, respectively. Demolition of the barn in 1964 would have cleared spaces for a residence on the east section of the
linear lot.

4818 Lee
Highway

1935

African American

Based on the Arlington County Property Appraisers records, the Hall’s residence was conveyed to family member Elizabeth
Samuel Long on May 6, 1987 (Deed Book W118/0028) in Hall’s will. The historic home appears to have been razed circa 2001
as only the land was sold in 2001. The extant residence was constructed circa 2002.
Law office of Thomas Monroe, Esq. first African American judge in Arlington County.
This was an African American-owned building built by area resident Vance Green who operated multiple businesses from the
property, including a barber and beauty shop, dentist office, and the law office of attorney Thomas Monroe from the
structure. Thomas R. Monroe (1924-2005) was a lawyer of many firsts soon after opening his solo law office on Lee Highway
in 1955. That same year he became president of the Arlington County chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People through 1956. Arlington County Directories from 1955 to 1964 confirm Monroe’s law
practice located at 4818 Lee Highway (Hill’s various dates). From 1955 to 1959, his law firm was named Hankins, Myer &
Monroe; it was listed as Myers & Monroe in 1961 and 1964.
In 1968, Monroe joined the law firm Bean, Kinney & Korman as the first African American partner in a non-minority law firm
in Virginia. In four short years, he was appointed to the bench where he served as the first African American Circuit Judge in
Arlington County and the first to serve on all three Arlington courts. Judge Monroe retired from Arlington County judiciary in
1993 leaving a legacy of “compassion as well as competence” according to then-fellow Chief Circuit Judge William L. Winston.
He was a substitute judge in Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court in 1972, a General District Court judge in 1976 and the
state's second black Circuit Court judge in 1982.

000-4864

Hicks' House
(Site)

2211 North
Culpeper Street

ca. 1935

African American

Judge Monroe was a graduate of Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, VA and served as an Army sergeant during World
War II before studying law at Howard University. As a community member, Monroe was active during desegregation,
presided over the Nauck Citizens Association, was board member of the Arlington County Action program active on the
Human Relations Commission of the county’s Criminal Justice Advisory Committee.
Home site of prominent entrepreneurs Theodore and Lucy Hicks in the Cottage Park Subdivision.
William H. and Susana Hicks were some of the first entrepreneurs in the Hall’s Hill/Highview Park (HHHVP) neighborhood of
Arlington County. In 1904, they purchased a 3.5-acre parcel along with Daniel E. Wiseman and created the “Cottage Park”
subdivision for residential and commercial development. One of their first businesses was the Hicks Bus Company which
serviced the Rosslyn streetcar stop, approximately four miles east of the HHHVP neighborhood.
In 1892, the Washington & Arlington Railway began to provide streetcar service from the county
[Arlington] to the District of Columbia. The Washington, Alexandria, and Mount Vernon Electric Railway
began the same year with service between Alexandria and Mount Vernon. Beginning in 1894, this
streetcar line extended to Washington, D.C. However, with service to the African American
neighborhoods limited to stops at Nauck and Penrose on the Washington & Arlington Railway line, the
streetcar had less impact on the development of black communities. The neighborhood of Hall’s Hill in
the northern section of the county, for example, relied on the independent Hicks Bus Line to provide
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access to the streetcars. The streetcar lines only connected the county to Washington, D.C. without any
cross-routes within the county (Maas et. al. 2016:40, edited).
African American communities were reliant on public transportation or independent services like those provided by the Hicks
Bus Company well into the twentieth century until the automobile became an affordable purchase. Although the company
operated during the 1920s and 1930s, the Hicks Bus Line “was not able to compete with ever-expanding white-owned bus
services”. The Hicks Bus Line began about 1924 but could not compete with multiple white businesses - including the R.L.
May bus line, later the Alexandria, Barcroft and Washington (AB&W) line, as well as the Washington, Maryland and Virginia
bus line. Hicks ceased operation sometime during the Depression years of the 1930s.
The family operated the Hicks Market and Restaurant formerly located at 4903 Lee Highway, lots 20 and 21 of their Cottage
Park subdivision beginning in the early twentieth century. By the 1950s, Hicks Market and Restaurant was a family-run social
hub. John Hicks, Jr. (of unknown relation to William and Susana Hicks) ran the pool hall on the second floor of the building.
Theodore Hicks (1902-1964), William H. and Susana Hicks’ youngest son, save for a few years of World War II service,
operated the family grocery business through the 1950s. Theodore married Lucy Belle Smith in 1927 and their children would
also work in the family store. Theodore Hicks rented out the former general store and restaurant; the Kermit Summers
Grocery is listed at this location in the 1955 City Directory. The enterprise remained family-owned until it burned down in a
1956 fire and was never rebuilt. Nevertheless, the social and civic legacy begun by William and Susana Hicks influenced their
son and daughter-in-law, Theodore and Lucy Hicks, to help the HHHVP community persevere through racial segregation.
Theodore and Lucy Hicks constructed their family home on Lots 27 and 28 of the Cottage Park subdivision purchased from
Susana Hicks in 1934. Approximately a year later, the Hall’s Hill Volunteer Fire Department (HHVFD) began operation out of a
building directly south of Theodore and Lucy Hicks’ residence. In 1944, the family deeded Lot 26 to the HHVFD, located at the
corner of N. Culpeper Street and Lee Highway, to further root it as a community pillar. Theodore and Lucy Hicks also became
long-standing HHHVP community members through the 1960s. After Theodore’s passing in 1964, Lucy Hicks remarried years
later and relocated to Chantilly, Virginia but the residence remained in the family; she returned to the home in 1998 and it
stayed in the family until 2005.

000-9875

Hicks Market
and
Restaurant
(Site)

4903 Lee
Highway

ca. 1940

African American

When the HHVFD expanded in the 1960s, it did so on Cottage Park parcels 22 through 26. Beginning in 1999, Fire Station No.
8 was identified by the Arlington County Manager for potential “relocation, consolidation, replacement or closing.”
Construction for the new station, which required the demolition of the Theodore and Lucy Hicks residence on Lots 27 and 28,
was forecasted to begin in Spring of 2019 with the station operational around Spring, 2021.
Site of a locally important market and restaurant operated by the long-prominent Hicks family in the Cottage Park
subdivision.
William H. and Susana Hicks were some of the first entrepreneurs in Hall’s Hill/Highview Park (HHHVP), a historically African
American neighborhood of Arlington. They purchased a 3.5-acre parcel on the north side of Lee Highway with Daniel E.
Wiseman in 1904 and created the “Cottage Park” subdivision. The Hicks Bus Company serviced the Rosslyn streetcar stop
during the 1920s and 1930s, which was approximately four miles east of the HHHVP neighborhood.
African American communities were reliant on public transportation or independent services like those provided by the Hicks
Bus Company well into the twentieth century until the automobile became an affordable purchase. Although the company
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operated during the 1920s and 1930s, the Hicks Bus Line “was not able to compete with ever-expanding white bus services”.
The Hicks Bus Line began about 1924 but could not compete with multiple white businesses - including the R.L. May bus line,
later the Alexandria, Barcroft and Washington (AB&W) line, as well as the Washington, Maryland and Virginia bus line. The
Hicks Bus Line closed during the Depression years.

2011 North
Culpeper Street

ca. 1930

African American

The family operated the Hicks Market and Restaurant, formerly located at 4903 Lee Highway, on lots 20 and 21 within the
Cottage Park subdivision. By the 1950s, Hicks Market and Restaurant was a social hub with a pool hall on the second floor
operated by John Hicks, Jr. Theodore Hicks (William and Susana’s son) rented out the former general store and restaurant on
the first floor. In the 1955 Arlington County Directory, the Kermit Summers Grocery is listed at this location. The enterprise
remained family-owned until it burned down in a 1956 fire and it was never rebuilt. Nevertheless, the social and civic legacy
was initiated when William and Susana Hicks influenced their son and daughter-in-law, Theodore and Lucy Hicks, to help the
HHHVP community persevere through racial segregation. The couple purchased lots 27 and 28 of the Cottage Park
subdivision from Susana Hicks soon after their marriage in 1927, and became long-standing HHHVP community members
through the 1960s. In 1944, the family deeded lot 26 to the Hall’s Hill Volunteer Fire Department (HHVFD), located at the
corner of N. Culpeper Street and Lee Highway, to further root the HHVFD as a pillar of HHHVP.
Home of NAACP chapter president Rev. Browne and the site of strategy meetings attended by Thurgood Marshall and
others during Civil Rights era.
Desegregation was an arduous process and the leadership of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) was critical to local successes that led to national change. Members of Arlington’s black and white communities spent
tremendous effort to integrate Arlington County schools. The Arlington chapter of the NAACP (Arlington NAACP) founded in
1940 and the following year under the leadership of its first president, Esther Cooper, the Arlington NAACP pressured the
Arlington County School Board for accredited and better schools for African Americans. This pressure continued under
Browne’s presidency. In the 1930s Browne, originally from Texarkana, TX, first lived in the Cherrydale before relocated to 2011
N. Culpeper in 1953.
While in Cherrydale, his daughter was bussed to Langston Elementary School on Lee Highway although they only lived two
blocks from the all-white Cherrydale Elementary School (Browne in Bozeman et. al. 2004). Though an electrician by trade and
full-time vocational teacher in Washington D.C., Browne became president of the Arlington chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (Arlington NAACP) from circa 1951-1954; he became the Education Chairman of the
Arlington NAACP and President of the Hoffman-Boston Parent Teacher Association in 1955. Under his presidency, the 19471950 Constance Carter v. the School Board of Arlington County was filed and won whereby by federal order, local District Judge
Albert V. Bryan was ordered to reverse an earlier decision and “provide equal facilities for the county’s Black students.” As a
result, the Hoffman-Boston school, the only African American secondary school in south Arlington County, received an
“inadequate addition” in an attempt to “equalize” the school (Browne in Bozeman et. al. 2004). The case outcome
unfortunately perpetuated the “separate but equal” 1896 Plessy v. Fergusson finding that reinforced Jim Crow segregation and
inequality but led to desegregation in the 1950s.
Then Special Counsel for the NAACP, Thurgood Marshall had been attending Arlington NAACP community events in the wake
of the 1954 Brown v. Board decision; over 400 attendees heard his keynote address at the meeting held on March 9, 1954 at
the Hoffman-Boston High School (Arlington NAACP 1954). In the flyer for this meeting, Marshall is heralded as the “world
famous civil rights lawyer, (who) has spearheaded our (Arlington NAACP) legal crusade for Complete freedom. He has the key
to FULL CITIZENSHIP. Help the NAACP to unlock the door” (Arlington NAACP March 1954). During this time, then-president
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Browne opened his home for a meeting with attorneys Thurgood Marshall, Spottswood W. Robinson III, and potentially Oliver
White Hill or Martin A. Martin. (Robinson, Hill, and Martin were former classmates of Howard University Law School and
partners of the law firm Hill, Martin, and Robinson based in Richmond, VA who were all active Virginia NAACP lawyers.) Browne
recalls Marshall stating, “this whole business of “separate but equal” ain’t gonna happen, we might as well go “whole hog””
and the decision was made to pursue desegregation lawsuits to end Jim Crow laws. Browne’s daughter was selected as the
lead plaintiff to allow her admittance into the all-white Washington-Lee High School. During case preparations, Browne’s
daughter graduated, and Clarissa Thompson took her stead. The court case, Clarissa S. Thompson, et al. v. County School Board
of Arlington County, Virginia, et al, Civil 1341 was filed in 1956 and despite years of massive resistance and bureaucracy,
Stratford Junior High School in Arlington became the first white public school in Virginia to integrate on February 2, 1959 (APL
various). Browne became an ordained minister after his presidency with the NAACP and was assistant pastor of the Calloway
United Methodist Church in the 1950s under long-standing senior pastor Rev. N.R. Richardson (ca. 1931-1946) and Rev. John
F. Monroe (1947-1957).

VDHR ID
Current Name
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SITES OF CIVIL WAR FORTS IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA

Historic Context

Significance to Lee Highway’s history

000-9843;
000-9844

Civil War

Sites of two forts in the Lee Highway corridor built as part of the "Defenses of Washington" during the
Civil War.
Two Civil War-era fort sites – Fort Strong and Fort Bennett were part of a system of small, earthen forts
with minimal support structures built in the Arlington Lines as part of the Military Defenses of Washington.
By the Civil War’s end in 1865, these defenses consisted of 68 forts and 93 batteries armed with over 800
pieces of artillery and encircled the entire city of Washington, D.C. The original location of Fort Strong is
centered on what is today the north side of Lee Highway, between N. Wayne and N. Adams Streets. It is
commemorated by a County historical marker located at the corner of N. Adams Street and Lee Highway
erected in 1965, the centenary of the end of the Civil War. Fort Bennett was located near present-day Fort
Bennett Park, a County-owned park at N. Scott Street. The Fort Bennett historical marker is located along
22nd Street N in the North Highlands neighborhood.
See Section 3 for a fuller description of these two fort sites and their historic significance.

Fort Bennett
Marker; Fort
Strong Marker

38° 53.993′ N,
77° 4.685′ W;
38° 53.735′ N,
77° 5.32′ W

1965

Arlington County
historical markers
placed at these
locations in 1965 to
mark the 100th
anniversary of the
end of the Civil War
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PARKS, RECREATION, AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY AREA
000-78220004

Lyon Village
Park

1800 North
Highland Street

ca. 1940

Arlington
County Parks

Neighborhood park and playground created as part of original Lyon Park subdivision, although its exact construction date is
unknown.
The 1943 Franklin Map shows the “Lyon Village Playground” comprised of six rectangular or wedge-shaped lots and one triangular lot,
although no physical improvements are shown. A 1970 history of the county’s park system indicates that Lyon Village Park was added
to the park system in January, 1945 and was paid for with the first Arlington County Parks Bond Issue passed in November, 1943
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(Hughes, 1970). County records do not reveal an exact construction date, but the earliest available aerial photographs (dated to 1949)
show what appears to be a rectangular area of concrete or sand set precisely upon the area where the park’s tennis courts were later
built, indicating that the lot was probably being used as a park by then. The adjoining Lyon Village Community Center to the park’s
north dates to 1949. By 1964, aerial photographs show the park as being divided into its current apportionments, although dedicated
use of each area is indiscernible.
Built in 1961, this jewel of Mid-Century Modern architecture features native stone and wood on its exterior. The library has served
as a Cherrydale community gathering space throughout its history.
In 1922, the Cherrydale League of Women’s Voters in concert with the Patron’s League (forerunner of the Parent Teacher Association)
moved decisively toward the realization of a public library for the Cherrydale community of Arlington County. Many of the two
groups’ founding members were experienced fundraisers through their experience with the Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Department.
The coordinated efforts with the Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Department resulted in successful funding drives, enabling the fledgling
collection for the proposed library to expand on the original 1922 catalogue of books. A location was soon selected and the first
iteration of the Cherrydale Public library first opened in a room in the old Cherrydale Elementary School at 3710 Lee Highway (since
demolished and now the site of the Cherrydale Health.
In November 1934, County Manager Roy S. Braden made the request of several concerned residents that they assist him in supporting
Arlington's existing libraries. By July 1936, the Department of Libraries was founded. In the County budget for that year, the County
Board voted to allocate $3,000 for libraries. Soon, the Department of Libraries became an official County bureau with administration
provided by an official designated as County Librarian. All five branch libraries - Arlington Community, Aurora Hills, Cherrydale,
Clarendon and Glen Carlyn – constituted a system that served a community with a population of 40,000 residents and containing 74
farms. Initial funds provided each library with $250 to buy two encyclopedias and an unabridged dictionary, in addition to
miscellaneous supplies.
During the 1930s, the Cherrydale Library relocated to a modest building at 3828 Lee Highway, beginning an era in which the library
would move often; changing addresses several more times over the next eight years. From January 1941 until October 1942, the
library made its home in a large corner room on the Cherrydale Firehouse’s second floor, before moving on to 4010 Lee Highway
(today the site of Essy’s Carriage House Restaurant). That month, the County formally accepted the Cherrydale Library as part of
Arlington County Library system. In 1946, Cherrydale Library moved again; this time to the building previously occupied by the
Cherrydale Children’s Clinic at 4006 Lee Highway. A plan to construct a new building for the library in tandem with a funding campaign
began in 1957. A coalition of eight North Arlington Parent Teacher Associations along with eight civic associations (Bellevue Forest,
Cherrydale/Maywood, Donaldson Run, Gulf Branch, Lyon Village, North Highlands, Northwest, and Parkway) founded the Northeast
Library Committee. The coalition was led by Harvey Lampshire, president of the Cherrydale Citizens Association. Collectively, this
group made over 50 presentations to the County Board in an effort to pressure them to commission a new library building for the
Cherrydale community.
The groundbreaking ceremony took place on September 4, 1960, presided over by Harvey Lampshire, an advocate of the Cherrydale
Library. Harvey Lampshire’s wife Maxine Lampshire was a journalist for The Northern Virginia Sun. Maxine was a tireless advocate of
the Cherrydale Library, and wrote in support of it frequently in the Sun.
J. Russell Bailey (1905-1998) of the firm Bailey & Gardner of Orange, Virginia was selected as the Cherrydale Branch Library’s architect.
Including its Cherrydale commission, the Bailey & Gardner firm designed upwards of 185 libraries throughout the Eastern United
States, with commissions including libraries for Yale University, the University of Maryland, the University of Westover, and the
Glencarlyn Branch of the Arlington County Public Library. Further, the Bailey & Gardner firm designed the original Arlington Central,
Westover, Shirlington, and Quincy Street (1961-1990) Arlington County library branch buildings.
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Among Bailey’s earliest concerns in designing the Cherrydale Library building was addressing the challenges inherent in the lot’s
heavily wooded, steeply sloped grade, while still remaining sympathetic to the built esthetic of the immediate neighborhood. Bailey
and his associate Judson Gardner (1923-2017) resolved to spare as many of the lot’s trees as possible and to leave undisturbed the
greatest number of natural features possible. Bailey also made the decision to let the palette of natural features inform the aesthetic
of the building he would design. The use of cut stone and wood on the building’s façades creates a visual and material harmony with
the surrounding terrain just as Bailey had intended.
Bailey said of the Cherrydale Library project:
Our selection of stone and concrete shingles for the exterior materials was done to
harmonize with the trees and surrounding terrain. Since we had to show a considerable
amount of roof, we felt that a roof with a strong texture was necessary.
Paramount over all other construction challenges was the costly, meticulously engineered retaining wall that constitutes the rear wall
of the library building. The considerable slope to the grade of the lot, coupled with the plan for a deeply inset building, made the
retaining wall a critically important structural element regarding the safety and durability of the building.
The interior of the building is a natural complement to its exterior features; including an airy split-level floor plan, abundant natural
light from ample windows, redwood ceiling trusses, and sleek walnut shelving. Another distinctive feature of the building’s interior is
the absence of air distribution vents in the ceilings. The building features a ductless HVAC system that utilizes porous acoustic tiling
over an air chamber formed between the tiling and the roof’s decking. The result is a quietly efficient airflow, while the material
treatment preserves the clean lines and cathedral ceilings of the building’s interior design.
One of the building’s most distinctive design features is the unusual configuration of three principal entrance levels that relate to the
slope of the lot’s grade. Bailey’s design was also forward-looking in its purposeful implementation of wheelchair access:
It is very important to have one level reached from the street by a walk that has no steps.
We found it possible to do this in this case, by having a sidewalk at an intermediate level
which makes it possible for a wheelchair patron to enter the library without being lifted out
of his chair (Bailey, n.d.)

000-50560194

Thrifton Hill
Park

2814 23rd
Street North

1979

Arlington
County Parks

Cherrydale Library opened at its present location on August 14, 1961. It was the first purpose-built branch library in Northern Virginia,
and is the oldest remaining library building in Arlington County.
Nature park created from left-over property from I-66 construction, through concerted and persistent action by Maywood Citizen's
Association.
Thrifton Hill Park was established as a result of the excess right-of-way acquired for the construction of Interstate 66 (I-66). The land
originally contained residential homes belonging to the Maywood neighborhood but were demolished for the necessary right-of-way in
1968. Originally planned as an eight-lane interstate, it was subsequently revised to six lanes, and then to four which was approved on
January 5, 1977. In September of 1978, the Maywood Community Association (MCA) requested to obtain the excess land for a park. In
a letter to Arlington County, the MCA proposed their plan to keep “all existing trees and most shrubbery” and to include “a gravel and
wood-ship walking path...with rustic benches” and create a “focal point” for the community by providing “picnic tables, grills, and a
covered pavilion or gazebo”.
In another letter dated January 5, 1979 to H.S. Hulme, Jr., the Director of the Department of Public Works for Arlington County, the MCA
states that there had been a consensus among the neighborhood for a “low-keyed, natural growth plan” with a foot path horizontally
along the length of the parcel. Mr. Hulme responded on February 6, 1979 stating that his staff would prepare a base map according to
the proposed plan by the community. The MCA responded to Mr. Hulme on March 12, 1979 explaining that the community voted
unanimously to approve this plan and that the MCA would submit an amendment to its Neighborhood Conservation Plan to incorporate
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the right-of-way. In a letter dated May 10, 1979, the MCA formally placed its request for amendment of the Neighborhood Conservation
Plan before the County and was approved on June 18, 1979. The plan was then forwarded to the State of Virginia, since they owned the
land, and the State responded by developing a preliminary landscaping plan drawn by landscape architect, Richard Pittman. MCA, which
was “delighted” by the State’s landscaping plan, decided to move forward and the plan was finalized.
At a meeting of the MCA on November 14, 1979, the community voted to name the park “Thrifton Hill Park.” The name of the park was
taken from the prominent bluff in the middle of the park overlooking the south end of the present Lyon Village Shopping Center. At the
base of the hill was once the Thrifton Station. This site was the junction of the R.F. Ry. and the Bluemont Division of the W&OD Railroad,
as they shared a common roadbed eastward to Rosslyn and to Washington, D.C. via the Aqueduct Bridge. Therefore, the Thrifton Station
was a major point along the line (APL n.d.). The State awarded Nekoosa Contracting Corporation the contract to provide landscaping for
the park and work began in 1980. Shortly after, the all-weather path through the park was completed. Thrifton Hill Park opened in 1982.
Built from proceeds from a lawsuit filed against developer Frank Lyon by the Lyon Village community.
Lyon Village Community House’s history is indivisible from the development of Lyon Village itself. In 1923, Frank Lyon acquired a 163acre estate from the heirs of Robert Cruitt. Lyon’s development company, Lyon and Fitch (later Lyon Inc.) divided the tract into
sections before subdividing those sections into the lots that became the housing development/community of Lyon Village.
Lyon Village development included a plan to provide for the common good of its residents. Promotional brochures and initial sales
contracts for Lyon Village detailed a trust fund purported to benefit lot owners in the community. The trust fund was amassed by
reserving 10% of all funds generated from the purchase price of each lot following its sale. The fund would be reserved until 75% of all
lots had been sold. At that time a board of three trustees were to be appointed by the lot owners. The trustees would then receive and
administer the funds, which were used for the maintenance of streets, sewerage, and streetlights. Further, $5,000 was to be allocated
for the construction of a community house as well as a park with playground equipment and sandboxes on property donated by Lyon
Inc.
In 1940, Lyon Village Citizens Association President Stanley N. Collins contacted Lyon regarding the transfer of assets in the trust fund
to appointed trustees as provided for in the original sales contracts. When no acceptable response was received, a lawsuit against
Lyon Inc. was filed by the lot owners as Collins et al. In 1943, the court sustained the demurrer of Lyon Inc. prompting Collins et al to
take their case all the way to the Supreme Court of Virginia, where they prevailed. As part of the agreement reached in October 1944,
Lyon Inc. agreed to release lots 719 and 720 along with $20,000 to trustees yet to be appointed by community landowners. The
association allowed the court to appoint interim trustees on November 20, 1944.
With land and funding secured, construction of the Community House commenced in June 1949 and was finished that December.
When project costs exceeded the initial $20,000 budget, landowners donated an additional $4,000 and borrowed an extra $8,000 to
round out financing. Eimer Cappelmann, a Lyon Village resident, designed the red brick Colonial Revival-style building, with its
classically inspired entry surround and distinctive steeple. A mortgage burning party was thrown in December 1964. In 1968, the Lyon
Village Citizen’s Association extended the privileges of the Community House to all residents who live within Lyon Village’s boundaries.
The Community House was a success; with 300 to 400 rentals per year through 1972. In 1976, a policy was adopted stipulating that
only Lyon Village community-based organizations be allowed to rent the space, with responsibility of rental and management duties to
be overseen by the Women’s Club. As reported in November 1985, the Community House was being rented 150-200 times per year.
As of 2019, nonresidents may again book events in the Community House, but are charged an increased rental rate.
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000-9847

Cherrydale
Health &
Rehabilitation
Center /
Cherrydale
Elementary
School (Site)

3710 Lee
Highway

1980

Commercial
Building

Site of historic Cherrydale Elementary School, demolished in 1980s, with a stone and bronze WWI memorial to Cherrydale's war
dead located on Lee Highway.
This lot is the original site of Cherrydale School, built in 1908. At that time, Cherrydale was evolving from an agrarian hamlet into a
vibrant suburban village. Cherry orchards planted by Dorsey Donaldson in the 19th century were being cleared at an accelerated rate to
make room for housing and commercial frontage demanded by a newly arrived citizenry, who were able to commute to jobs in
Washington, D.C. via the Washington and Old Dominion Electric Railroad. By 1906, the company’s electric trolley lines added stops in
Cherrydale.
Although no records regarding enrollment from the early years of the school are extant, it was nonetheless one of the largest and most
important schools in Alexandria County (renamed Arlington County in 1920). Records from 1912 confirm that it was one of sixteen
schools of varying sizes in the county at that time. Under Jim Crow law, twelve of these schools were reserved for white students
(including the Cherrydale School), the other four for black students. None of these schools offered instruction beyond the eighth grade.
Cherrydale School provided a common meeting place for community organizations and functions. The Patron’s League of Cherrydale
School—the forerunner of the Cherrydale PTA—watched over the doings of the school and were resourceful in guiding its day-to-day
affairs. The earliest preserved minutes, recorded at an October 1916 meeting, reveal that the League voted to pay an outstanding electric
light bill in the amount of ninety-six cents, and approved the appropriation of ten dollars to purchase a sofa to be used as a bed for
children who might fall ill while at school. A second building known as “the new school” was built in 1917 to accommodate an expanding
student body. The original “old school” building remained in use, however.
By 1922, Cherrydale School employed twelve teachers—the most of any school in Arlington County—teaching 438 students across
thirteen different classes. Cherrydale School’s student body came from many neighborhoods in the surrounding area, including Chain
Bridge, Cherrydale, Dominion Heights, Highview Park, Maywood, and Thrifton.
In 1951, the 1908 building was renovated; its interiors gutted and completely rebuilt. In 1958, the 1917 building was renovated. This
mandated that the entire student body be located in the old school building for the duration of the renovations. Adapting to the
diminished classroom space, Cherrydale students attended class in double shifts that ran from 8am-12pm and 12:30pm-4pm respectively
The Northern Virginia Sun 1988). Cherrydale School closed in 1969, and its buildings were demolished in 1973 (The Northern Virginia Sun
1988).
The building that currently occupies the school site was purpose-built as a medical facility in 1980. The building is owned by the Medical
Facilities of America, who have a ninety-nine-year lease on the land from Arlington County. The building currently houses the Cherrydale
Health & Rehabilitation Center.

000-6261

Key Bridge
Marriott
Hotel/
Marriott Key
Bridge Motor
Hotel

1401 Lee
Highway

1959

Commercial
Building

Only the second Marriott family-built hotel and the oldest Marriott Hotel still in operation, this former "motor hotel" was greatly
expanded in the 1980s with the addition of the 12-story towers.
Although the Key Bridge Marriott did not open until 1959, company founder J. Willard Marriott opened his first business on part of the
subject property in May 1940. Marriott founded the Hot Shoppe chain of restaurants and he purchased the parcel at 1325 Lee Highway
west of the Cherry Smash plant to build a new Hot Shoppe location. Alice Marriott, J. Willard Marriott’s wife, later recalled that they had
chosen the location near the Key Bridge because they anticipated the heavy automobile traffic on the bridge would help them attract
customers. In 1958, Marriott demolished the Cherry Smash plant to build a “Hot Shoppe’s Motel” (called the Marriott Key Bridge Motor
Hotel by 1959 and currently called the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel) next to his restaurant. Despite Marriott closing and demolishing the
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Cherry Smash plant, the area around the site of the new hotel remained industrial with a machine repair shop at 1429 Lee Highway,
Jason McBride Wood Floors at 1407 Lee Highway, and the industrial laundry and hardware warehouse both still in business.
The Key Bridge Marriott first opened in June 1959 and Marriott designed it to be part of a complex with the existing Hot Shoppe
restaurant. The new hotel designed by architects Carlos B. Schoeppl and Robert K. Frese and constructed by V.R. Beauchamp, Inc., cost
$3 million to build and consisted of four buildings, which included the remodeled Hot Shoppe restaurant. Marriott remodeled the Hot
Shoppe restaurant for the grand opening of the new hotel and renamed it the Fairfield Inn to reflect that the restaurant’s menu offered
higher end fare than a typical Hot Shoppe. The Key Bridge Marriott Hotel consisted of brick and stone with prominent glass windows
and was the second in the company’s chain (the first Marriott Hotel was in Arlington near the 14th Street Bridge).
The Key Bridge Marriott consisted of four buildings on five acres with a total of 210 guest rooms. The 4-story main building had 110
rooms with two additional buildings south and southwest of the primary building, each 2-stories, one with 54 rooms and one with 46
rooms. Exterior walls of the hotel were constructed of antiqued brick and natural stone with the prominent use of glass. Marriott’s son
and business partner, J. Willard Marriott, Jr., described the new hotel as a natural extension of the adjacent Hot Shoppe drive-in
restaurant. Guests could check-in to the hotel without leaving their cars and follow a bell boy who was on a bicycle that would lead them
to the parking spot nearest their rooms. There were 300 available car spaces.
Once guests were checked in, they found rooms decorated in a color palette of orange, yellow, and brown with white and black chairs
and lamp shades. Two types of rooms were featured—twin double beds or one double bed with a studio couch. For one person in a
double-bed room the average cost was $11 a night while for couples it was $14. Rooms with two double beds cost an average of $16 for
two people, $17 for three and $18 for four. Each room featured thermostats, hi-fi radio and television. The hotel buildings were
connected by covered walkways in view of the central patio, which consisted of a pool. The main building was also connected to a
restaurant via an underground passage that offered a large suite and two banquet rooms for meetings and conventions. Guests could
visit a variety of retail locations in the lobby including a barber shop, beauty shop, cigar counter, and newsstand.

000-78210611

Oriental
Rosewood
Imports
Furniture/
Family Tea
House

4050 Lee
Highway

1947

Commercial
Building

In 1968, Marriott added a 12-story addition east of the three existing hotel buildings that was designed by architect J. Arthur Ferrante
at an estimated cost of $3.2 million. The Marriott company expanded the acreage of the complex at this time, purchasing the parcels
associated with 1407-1429 Lee Highway and demolishing the existing buildings including the industrial laundry at 1421 Lee Highway to
erect a 2-story parking garage. Marriott demolished the Fairfield Inn/Hot Shoppe restaurant in July 1970 and added a restaurant at the
top of the 12-story tower that same year. The restaurant originally opened as the Chaparral Restaurant and became known for the
excellent views it afforded of Washington, D.C., over the Potomac River. In 1980 Marriott renovated the restaurant and renamed it “The
View” to reflect this feature and renamed it again in the mid-1990s as JW’s View Steakhouse. Marriott closed the restaurant in 2006 and
replaced it with a 4,000-square foot ballroom. In September 1977, Marriott announced plans for another renovation at the Key Bridge
site to provide additional rooms and amenities and enlarge the parking garage to four stories. In 1979 the finished work included: an
enlarged pool; a 236-room tower; a 4,600-square foot ballroom; and a new fitness club as well as the construction of sidewalks along
Lee Highway and landscaping (part of the deal with Arlington County). The new addition, which added 561 rooms, crowned the hotel
the largest in Northern Virginia.
Rare Art Moderne-style commercial building, formerly a restaurant, prominently located at major Lee Highway intersection.
This Art Moderne-style building at 4050 Lee Highway has three distinct sections: a prominent, two-story portion with rounded corner
and a one-story section appended to the south and west sides of the two-story section. Each section corresponds to an internal program
designed to accommodate three separate tenants. The structure’s building card confirms the building’s construction materials and use
as a concrete-block store with concrete-block and limestone stucco siding. The Family Tea House is listed as an occupant in the 1955,
1961, 1966, and 1972 Arlington Directories. Major alterations in the amount of $60,000 and $130,600 were noted in 1968 and 1951,
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respectively, with Bertram L. Smith and others as the responsible party. Given no major building additions are observed and in the
absence of historic photos it is likely most of these improvements were internal. these improvements were likely internal.

VDHR ID
Current Name
Address
Construction Historic
Significance to Lee Highway’s history
No.
Date
Context
MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN THE LEE HIGHWAY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AREA
000-9855

MTFA
Architecture

3200 Lee
Highway

1946

Commercial
Building

Three periods of architecture are represented on this small lot, with the contemporary loft addition built by the MTFA architectural
firm and current tenants into the surrounding hill.
According to Arlington County building permit #19102, the commercial building at 3200 Lee Highway was constructed in 1946. The
building was built as a garage and sales room for Lawrence Michael, owner of Central Motor Co (Arlington County 2019). The builder
was Lyon Properties, Inc. Around 1950, the business transitioned to Parkway Cycle & Mower Co., owned by Melvin Young. In 1985, the
building was converted to an office building. In 2014, the building was transformed into a studio space for the architecture firm, MTFA
Architecture owned by Michael T. Foster. The builder was Scott Long Construction, Inc. In 2019, the building, which was designed by the
architecture firm occupying it, was featured on the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Northern Virginia Chapter’s website.
From the AIA NOVA website at: https://aianova.org/BLAST/13-2.html
Vacant for a generation, this site languished while most of the region boomed with development. Located in one of the few remaining
industrial zones of Arlington, the original building was built in the 1930’s as a bicycle and lawn mower repair shop.
Pinched against a highway on-ramp, the existing site was too small for an office building and had insufficient parking for retail. The steep
slope across the back of the site was both the challenge and solution. Leveling the eroded slope, parking was expanded on the tiny site
without the loss of any trees. A new studio loft for 40 people was cantilevered to float simply and sculpturally up into the tree canopy.
Since this underdeveloped industrial zone "should be" redeveloped in the future, the program called for a rudimentary design at modest
expense. Nonetheless, it remained essential to create an exciting and invigorating professional office experience to nurture and grow a
creative culture.
North facing façade trusses atop concrete columns and steel beams extend from floor to roof for shear stability and maximum natural
light. Simple corrugated siding and the exposed concrete base reflects the industrial context and transitions from the scale of the adjacent
highway underpass structure.
The pedestrian/bicycle bridge frames the view with a dynamic parade of cyclist, strollers and joggers. The elevated interior obscures the
view of the highways from office workstations and is filled with soft ambient daylight. The open collaborative studio environment
surrounded by tree canopy brings nature and the seasons ever changing colors and light comfortably into the office.
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Building

Mid-century Modern apartment building with distinctive "butterfly" entrance canopy is located at prominent Lee Highway
intersection.
This four-story apartment building is oriented north toward Lee Highway and has an additional walk-out basement level on the south
and east elevations due to the sloping topography. The concrete-block building has an excavated concrete foundation and is faced
with light-red and brown brick veneer. The building has a T shape, with the section running parallel to Lee Highway having a slight
bend in the middle, creating a boomerang footprint. There is a single-row belt course of raised header bricks between the first and
second stories, and header bricks are also used as a border around the window groupings. The distinctly Mid-Century Modern
entrance on the north is its most notable architectural feature and consists of a butterfly roof supported by slender metal poles set at
an angle within low, rectangular planter boxes faced with faux stone. There is recessed lighting on the underside of the porch roof.
Faux-stone pilasters flank the off-center entry consisting of a double-leaf glass door, a single-light transom, and a large single-light
window to its west.
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This section provides different methods (developed by CPHD historic preservation and planning staff and
AECOM) for the celebration and recognition of significant resources identified in Survey Matrix #2
(Section 4). It also provides general recommendations resulting from the Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey.
5.1

CELEBRATION AND RECOGNITION OF SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES

Based on the historical research and fieldwork conducted as part of the Lee Highway Cultural Resources
Survey, as well as on community input during the survey effort, CPHD historic preservation and planning
staff and AECOM identified those properties that best tell the many stories of Lee Highway and define its
residential neighborhoods and commercial areas (Survey Matrix #2). These stories are told through their
building elements, their setting, and for demolished resources, their site histories, both written and oral.
Documentation and preservation (in whole or in part) of these significant properties is an essential part of
celebrating and recognizing Lee Highway’s history and development, its people, and its characterdefining elements. Although some of these resources have been lost through demolition, their historical
record remains and deserves to be recognized along with those buildings still extant. Together, both the
memory of historic sites and the presence of extant buildings create Lee Highway’s unique identity.
CPHD historic preservation and planning staff and AECOM developed methods for celebrating the
significant resources through documentation, preservation and interpretation. These methods take into
consideration the character-defining features of the resource, as well as the stories it may tell about its
immediate surroundings, neighborhood and Lee Highway as a whole. CPHD historic preservation and
planning staff and AECOM will evaluate the cultural resources survey and identify those significant
resources that should be preserved (wholly or in part) or recognized through interpretation (on-site or
nearby). The methods include:
Baseline of Documentation (Baseline - possibly no extant physical features relevant to the story)
Building and story recorded with current and historic photographs, narrative description, and/or art.
Interpretation – nearby (likely no extant physical features relevant to the story)
Story memorializing the site’s cultural contribution(s) in a nearby public space via creative means (i.e.,
artwork, mural, educational interpretation, signage, historic photographs, landscape design, virtual
storytelling).
Interpretation – on site (possibly no extant physical features relevant to the story)
Story describing the site’s cultural contribution(s) is told on the property via creative means (i.e., artwork,
mural, educational interpretation, signage, historic photographs, landscape design, virtual storytelling) in
the interior and/or exterior of the existing or proposed building(s) on site.
Partial Preservation (extant building /structure/physical feature relevant to the story)

5-1

SECTION FIVE

Recommendations

Preservation in part, incorporating as much of the historic building and its character-defining elements
into the design of a new building(s) on the site. This option could also address preservation of a portion of
an apartment complex.
Full Preservation (building /structure/physical feature relevant to the story)
Preservation in place (i.e. restoration/rehabilitation, exterior easement, local historic district designation)
with the historic building/structure/physical feature and its character-defining elements, including setting,
retained.
5.2

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The following are general recommendations for further identification of resources and ways to
increase public education and awareness of the resources in the planning study area:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add information from the Survey Matrices (Section 4), particularly the stories,
individuals, events, and cultural groups identified during the Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey to the Plan Lee Highway project website.
Add photographs of significant buildings, places, and sites identified during the Lee
Highway Cultural Resources Survey to the Plan Lee Highway project website.
Utilize the architectural character-defining features, cultural characteristics, and historic
contexts identified during the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey to help define Lee
Highway’s commercial areas and neighborhoods.
Continue to identify Legacy Businesses for further study and incorporation into the
information collected during the Lee Highway Cultural Resources Survey.
Continue to identify sites and buildings associated with Arlington’s increasingly diverse
ethnic population, and identify ways to better communicate their importance, including
possible signage and publications in native languages.
Develop and publicize a themed walking/driving trail with appropriate markers or
signage to celebrate the historic contexts identified in the Lee Highway Cultural
Resources Survey and their associated properties. Examples could include a tour of the
sites of African American schools and churches; the W&OD RR route identified by
physical markers or virtual markers of stops along its route, including its passenger depot in
Rosslyn and intermediate stops along and near Lee Highway; and historical markers or
signage highlighting the importance of Lee Highway as a historic transportation corridor.
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