
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY PLANNING, HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT  
Neighborhood Services Division / Neighborhood Conservation program 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 314, Arlington, VA 22201 
 www.arlingtonva.us 

 

 

 
Neighborhood Conservation Program  
FINAL DESIGN REVIEW MEETING NOTES 
 
 
 
PROJECT NAME:  4th St. S – Neighborhood Street Improvement Project 
DATE & TIME:   July 23, 2020 
PLACE:      Virtual Meeting 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: Presentation of the Final Design for this Pedestrian & Street Improvement 

Project to residents and affected property owners of the Glencarlyn 
Citizens’ Association. 

 
ATTENDEES:  
County Staff: 
 

Tim McIntosh, NC Program Manager 
Jill Yutan, NC Landscape Architect  
Laura Simpson, NC Planner 
Gino Squarciafico, DES Engineering Supervisor 
Virginio Rollamas, DES Design Engineer 
Elise Cleva, CPHD Communications Specialist 
 

Residents: Kathy Reeder, NCAC & Block Rep. 
 

5528 4th St. S 
Liz Stehm 5623 4th St. S 

 
 
 

Peggy O’Connell 
 
 

401 S Kensington St. 
Gail & Eric Siddle 5620 4th St. S 

 
 
 

Lyn Walker 5612 4th St. S 
Michelle Nolan 404 S Illinois St. 
Stuart & Nancy Davis 5524 4th St. S 
Linda King 5516 4th St. S 
Sean Dudley  
Stephen & Karen Connair 5619 4th St. S 
Michael Shapard 930 San Felipe Ave. 
Noah Cohrssen 5609 4th St. S 
Janet Fedak 5520 4th St. S 
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BACKGROUND:   
This project was nominated in 2014 as a “First Priority Project” by the Glencarlyn Citizens’ 
Association to the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC)  
It was supported by the residents in the neighborhood through a General Interest Survey.  In 
2018 a Concept Design Plan was created and presented to the neighborhood, after which the 
project passed a Final Petition, garnering support of 89.7% of the linear footage of the affected 
properties & owners.  The 4th St. S Project was qualified by the NCAC and approved for 
funding by the Arlington County Board in the fall of 2019.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:  
The design of this street improvement project includes new curb and gutter on both sides of 
the street, with a sidewalk and grass utility strip on the north side of 4th St. S, extending two 
blocks from S Kensington St. to S Illinois St.  Storm drain improvements and restoration of the 
road asphalt is also included in the scope of the project.   
Most of the street will have a curb-to-curb width of 28’, with one +/- 50’ section reducing to 22’ 
in order to preserve a mature tree in front of house numbers 5516 & 5520 on 4th St.  Parking 
will remain on both sides of the street except where the width narrows to 22’.   
All new curb, gutter and sidewalk will be constructed within the County’s Right of Way (ROW) 
along the entire length of the project. 
 
MEETING NOTES (Key Points Only):   
 
Presentations 
The meeting began with an introduction of Arlington County staff and Glencarlyn’s NCAC 
Representative Kathy Reeder. 
 
There were 4 presentations, followed by questions from attending residents:  
• The first was an overview of the project’s background and scope by Laura Simpson.   

 
• The final street and sidewalk design plans were presented by Gino Squarciafico.  This 

included the project limits and details about the design and hardscape improvements that 
will be constructed.   
 

• Jill Yutan presented information on landscaping, including the locations of new street trees 
and restoration of landscaped areas directly impacted by the project construction.  
 

• The fourth was about the Temporary Easement and Construction Agreements by Laura 
Simpson.  These allow the County and construction contractors access onto resident 
property for construction purposes.  Once complete, the County commits to restoring the 
property in the area of work that was impacted by construction.  The temporary easements 
become null and void upon completion of construction. 

 
Questions Arising from the Presentations   
Q. Will the County resurface the driveways or is this a homeowner’s responsibility?  
A. The County’s construction contractor will tie in existing driveways with new driveway 
aprons.  This typically entails re-grading a portion of existing driveways in order to maintain a 
smooth transition between the two with same or similar materials.  A proper tie in will require a 
temporary easement to allow the contractor to work on private property. 



  

Page 3 of 4 

Q.  Can we have our driveways resurfaced? 
A.  If a property owner would like to resurface or redo their driveway they can choose to work 
with the construction contractor on their own.  The County is not involved in that negotiation. 
 
Q. Will this project eliminate the pooling of rainwater that currently occurs at some of the 
intersections? 
A. This has all been looked at during the design process.  The project includes roadway full 
depth asphalt which allows for proper crowning at the center of the road.  If constructed 
correctly, all rainwater will drain properly.   
 
Q. What happens if fences are damaged or impacted by the construction contractor? 
A. If the construction contractor damages a fence during the construction of this project, it will 
be restored.   
 
Q. Is the existing drainage from a private property maintained? 
A. Yes, roof drain leaders and sump pump lines that currently discharge at the street (or ROW 
line) will be addressed.  Where possible, roof drain leaders will be taken to the street through 
the new curb, and where feasible, sump pump lines are connected to stormwater catch 
basins.  These are addressed on a case by case basis. 
 
Q. Will the new sidewalk connect to lead walks from homes? 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. Will parking continue to be available on the street? 
A.  At times parking will be restricted on portions of the street where contractors are actively 
working.  Temporary no parking signs will be posted at those locations in advance with the 
duration of time noted. 
 
Q. Will we have access to our driveway? 
A. The Construction Manager will let individual homeowners know when there are days they 
will not have access to their driveway.  When new driveway aprons are poured, they cannot 
be driven on until the concrete reaches adequate strength, typically 4-5 days. 
 
Q. Are streetlights being changed with this project?  
A.  No. 
 
Q. If I have plants/ bushes/ trees being removed due to this project, what is done? 
A. Our Landscape Architect can work with homeowners on an individual basis. 
 
 
Additional information 
If the County needs to excavate a portion of a homeowner’s property it will be replaced, to the 
extent possible, with a similar material. 
Grading and sod restoration will be completed by the street improvement contractor.  
Landscape and plant installation will be done last by a landscape contractor. 
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Next Step 
• Project Schedule:  Construction of this NC Sidewalk and Street Improvement Project is 

likely to commence in the late spring/early summer of 2021, pending contractor availability 
and sequencing/completion of other construction projects currently underway.  It is 
anticipated that hardscape construction will take 6-9 months, with the landscape 
installation waiting until the next planting season after hardscape construction is complete 
(in the following spring or fall). 

• Residents should expect to see surveyors, County vehicles, and other contractors in the 
area leading up to the start of construction.  Should there be any gas main, above grade 
utility pole relocation (Dominion, Verizon, etc.) and/or watermain work in advance of this 
project, residents will be notified by the company/contractor performing the work directly.   

• Should any utility poles require relocation in advance of this project, Dominion Energy will 
have one of their contractors cut back all tree limbs that are too close to utility wires along 
the street.  

• NC Staff will schedule a pre-construction meeting for the affected property owners prior to 
the start of construction.  Flyers will be emailed and/or hand delivered by the Block 
Representative inviting property owners to attend approximately one to two weeks before 
this work begins.  These meetings are held on-site and on a weekday morning, typically at 
8:30 am.  The preconstruction meeting will include the County’s Construction Management 
personnel and representatives from the construction contractor. 

 
Additional presentation material can be found on the County’s webpage for this project.  Go to:   
 https://projects.arlingtonva.us/neighborhood-conservation/capital-improvement-projects/ 
Scroll down to “Current Capital Improvement Projects”, and click on “4th Street South” 
 
Additional questions regarding this project or process can be directed to Laura Simpson, 
Neighborhood Conservation Planner, at 703-228-3813 or lsimpson@arlingtonva.us. 
 
 
Cc:  All owners of property within project limits 
  Kathy Reeder, NCAC Representative for Glencarlyn CA 
  Julie Lee, Glencarlyn CA President 
 
Encl:  Final Design Plan 
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