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Public Spaces Master Plan - Implementation Advisory Committee (PSMP-IAC) 

Meeting Summary 

March 9, 2020 
7:00-9:00 pm 

 

PSMP-IAC Members 

In Attendance:  
 Bill Ross, Park and Recreation Commission 
 Jane Rudolph, Department of Parks and Recreation  
 Bill Gillen, Arlington Public Schools 
 Elizabeth Kiker, Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 Teresa Leonardo, Environment and Energy Conservation Commission (E2C2) 
 Sergio Enriquez, Park and Recreation Commission 
 Jim Feaster, Pedestrian Advisory Committee (alternate)  
 Nancy Sharkey, Sports Commission 
 Caroline Haynes, Urban Forestry Commission 
 Lisa Grandle, Department of Parks and Recreation  

 

Absent:  

 Andrea Walker, Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 Jane Siegel, Planning Commission 
 Thomas Jensen, Economic Development Commission 

Other Attendees:  

County Staff:  

 Erik Beach, Department of Parks and Recreation 
 Irena Lazic, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Public:  

 Natasha Atkins  
 John Seymour  
 Roy Gamse  
 Nedim Kirimca 
 John Mingus  
 Chuck Hadden  
 Mark Lincoln  
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Meeting Summary 

 

PSMP-IAC Discussion:  

The Public Spaces Master Plan-Implementation Advisory Committee (PSMP-IAC) met on March 
9, 2020, to discuss the progress of the PSMP implementation. Staff presented updates on the 
progress of the priorities included in County Board guidance and other PSMP 
recommendations. The second part of the presentation focused on the proposed approach to 
the refinement of the casual use space concept.  

The PSMP-IAC discussion was focused on casual use spaces, specifically on inclusion of fields, 
trails, and natural resources as causal use spaces. Several members argued that casual use 
spaces should be differentiated between casual use or experience, as many spaces can be used 
casually at certain times. Issues with double counting amenities was mentioned, as some 
amenities, such as fields, are already counted as a separate amenity, but can also be used 
casually when not reserved. Several PSMP-IAC members suggested to keep the PSMP definition 
for casual use spaces and add another category in the future for spaces that can be used 
casually. Another suggestion included removing “or at designated times” from the PSMP 
definition for casual use spaces (Space that supports casual, impromptu use, including 
relaxation, reflection, informal activities or connection with nature. May be publicly available at 
all times or at designated times. PSMP, p. 136). Some PSMP-IAC members argued that natural 
resources should not be included in the casual use space category since they are not 
intentionally designed. Additionally, majority of members agreed to use the PSMP adopted 
definition and design characteristics for casual use spaces to complete the inventory and 
consider possible changes after the inventory is completed.  

Public Comment:   

The Committee received public comment from 7 speakers. A public comment period included 
discussions on using actual field usage data in determining athletic field utilization. It was 
recommended to utilize rovers or neighbors to collect data on field usage. Additionally, the 
public comments focused on the discussion of athletic fields as casual use spaces, with some 
arguing that anything that is designed for a specific sport use should not be included in casual 
use spaces, and others noted that fields are used casually at certain times. Additional 
comments addressed issues with the use of athletic fields that prevent casual community use: 
fields are sometimes off limits due to special events, renovations and conflicts with dog walking 
across athletic fields. Some public comments focused on the importance of converting grass 
fields to synthetic turf to increase the available hours.  


