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Mt. Salvation tree inventory narrative.
 
Introduction*
Vincent Verweij, Urban Forester of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation conducted this tree survey on 
June 17, 2016 in response to a request from the Historic 
Preservation Program of Arlington County.  The tree 
survey encompassed the parcel that comprises the 
study area.  All trees larger than three inches Diameter 
at Breast Height (DBH) were inventoried. The inventory 
was carried out on private property only, disregarding 
street trees or trees in the adjacent properties. The 
inventory included 33 individual trees, although smaller 
trees exist on site. All trees are listed and numbered in 
an inventory on the attached map, and in detail in the 
appendix of this narrative.  

 

Species and size composition 
Mt. Salvation is a property with a moderate diversity of 
tree species. The trees on site are mostly native species, 
with one exception, the bird cherry. The makeup of 
native species include high value species, such as 

chestnut oak 
and hickory, as well as early succession species with great 
wildlife value, such as black locust and black cherry. Many of the 
trees in the cemetery are of old age and large size, with one tree 
reaching Notable tree status. No evergreens exist on site. 

The overwhelming majority of the trees on site are naturally-
grown trees. This property has trees that may age back to the 
late 1800s, most likely around the 1860s, when many trees were 
cut down in Arlington County for the Civil War effort. 

A small stand of more natural forest patch exists on site, as well, 
with sassafras and black cherry dominating. This wooded area is 
mildly invaded by non-native vines, groundcover and shrubs, 
such as English ivy (Hedera helix), Porcelainberry (Ampelopsis 
brevipedunculata), Periwinkle (Vinca spp.), and Bush 
honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii). A significant presence of Poison 
ivy (Toxicodendron radicans, Figure 2) is also present. 

 
* This report was written and formatted by Arlington County Department of Parks and Recreation Urban Forester, 
Vincent Verweij, in June 2016 and updated in August 2019. 

Figure 1: One of the large trees in the cemetery 

Figure 2. Poison Ivy on tree 



Mount Salvation Baptist Cemetery Local Historic District Nomination Tree Survey produced by the Arlington County 
Department of Parks and Recreation for the Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, 2020. 

 

High value trees 
Typically, Arlington County foresters identify high value trees on 
study sites. These trees are recognized either for their size, 
species, or other cultural interest. Health is taken into account, 
and if a tree is of deteriorating health or otherwise a hazard, it is 
not generally counted as a high value tree. 

The largest trees on site are the large oaks and hickories. While 
all these larger trees show some signs of age, they are all in 
relatively good health. The large chestnut oak (31), a County 
Board-recognized notable tree, appears to have been struck by 
lightning in the past, but is recovering well, and has grown 
significant woundwood protecting the tree from infection. All 
the chestnut oaks show some minor dead wood in the crown, 
but show good vigor. Chestnut oaks are some of the longest-
lived oaks and can live up to 300 years. Since the first assessment 
of these trees in 2017, both trees 14 and 15 have started 
declining in health. Response growth to the lightning strike 
appears to have slowed, and there is significantly more 

deadwood. It is recommended to have a certified arborist assess these trees for risk, and potential 
mitigation. The hickories are in excellent health and will continue to grow well alongside the chestnut 
oaks. 

 

Wooded edge 
While no individual large trees exist in the wooded edge of the property, this edge has a healthy 
population of sassafras and black cherry, high value species that are not commonly preserved on 
properties in Arlington. The wooded edge does not extend far, but provides an aesthetic barrier to the 
church and neighbors, as well as provides wildlife value for our native wildlife. 

 

  

Figure 3: High value white oak behind 
graves 
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Hazard trees 
No tree appears to pose serious hazards to the site. Some off-site black locust trees (Figure 4) should be 
monitored for stability, but did not appear to have major decay or structural issues. As described above, 
the chestnut oak with the lightning damage appears to be recovering well. 

Planting opportunities 
The visual, environmental, and economic value of the site 
could be increased significantly with the planting of additional 
native trees. While the site is well-treed, significant, There are 
some opportunities in the front of the church, away from the 
cemetery, for additional planting. If budget is of concern, 
consider working through the county’s Tree Canopy Fund or 
other programs to get additional trees planted, to improve 
our community’s tree canopy. 

Recommendations 
To improve the ecological health and aesthetic value of the site, 
urban forestry recommends the following: 

1. Continued monitoring of trees off-site, and monitoring of large canopy trees for future 
structural issues. 

2. Invasive plant control of non-native invasive species (to improve tree health), as well as the 
native poison ivy vine (for visitor comfort).  

Summary 
Mt Salvation Church is on a site with significant mature native trees, and a small wooded edge. Old aged 
trees provide the majority of the tree canopy on site, primarily in the cemetery. With continued proper 
maintenance and monitoring, this property will continue to improve the neighborhood and its own 
value. 

  

Figure 4: Offsite black locusts 
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Appendix I: Tree inventory table 
No.: Number corresponding to the attached map 
Common Name: English name for the tree 
Species: Scientific Latin name for the tree 
Health: Health of the tree, ranging from dead (0), through Poor (0-40), Fair (40-65), Good (65-75), and 
Excellent (75-100) 
Size: Diameter in inches 
High Value: Tree of note for its size or species 
Invasive: Species detrimental to Arlington’s native ecology, as noted on the Arlington County Invasive 
Plant List 
Evergreen: Tree with evergreen needles or leaves 
Native: Tree native to Northern Virginia 
 

No. Common Name Species Condition Size 
High 
Value Invasive  Native 

1 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 55 26     X  
2 Bird Cherry Prunus avium 55 5   X    
3 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 55 7     X  
4 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 50 11     X  
5 Willow Oak Quercus phellos 60 5      X 
6 Bitternut Hickory Carya cordiformes 75 4      X 
7 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 60 12      X 
8 Willow Oak Quercus phellos 60 6      X 
9 Bitternut Hickory Carya cordiformes 65 6      X 

10 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 60 15 X    X 
11 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 60 5     X  
12 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 65 5     X  
13 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 60 5     X  
14 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 45 26 X   X  
15 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 40 42 X   X  
16 Pignut Hickory Carya glabra 75 18 X   X  
17 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 60 4     X  
18 Bitternut Hickory Carya cordiformes 70 3     X  
19 Black Cherry Prunus serotina 45 6     X  
20 Black Cherry Prunus serotina 60 12     X  
21 Black Cherry Prunus serotina 55 12     X  
22 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 3     X  
23 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 4     X  
24 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 4     X  
25 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 4     X  
26 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 5     X  
27 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 4     X  
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No. Common Name Species Condition Size 
High 

Value Invasive  Native 
28 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 70 4     X  
29 White Oak Quercus alba 65 35 X   X  
30 Pignut Hickory Carya glabra 75 22 X   X  
31 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 65 58 X   X  
32 Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa 40 6     X  
33 Chestnut Oak Quercus montana 60 50 X   X  
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Appendix II: Tree inventory Map 

 


