
Crystal City Bike Network  
2nd Community Meeting – Updated recommended bike network 
June 15 2021, 7:00pm-8:30pm 
Attendee Questions and Comments 
Project webpage: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/crystal-city-bike-network/  

Community questions and comments are listed below in order of submission, and attributed to the user 
name entered at login to the meeting. Staff responses provided via the text window are present in italics.  

All other staff responses were provided in the live Q&A session. To view a recording of the meeting, 
please click here. 

 

Identity Content 
 Anonymous (Unverified)  has the mtg started yet? 
 Nathan Graham 
(nsgraham@arlingtonva.us)  yes - can you hear us?(has the mtg started yet?) 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 
 On the portion of Crystal Drive northbound north of 18th Street, can you describe 
the plan to keep shuttle busses from parking in the bike lanes? 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 What is a separated bike lane? Is that just a painted bike lane where drivers can 
block the lane to do PUDO/deliveries? How is it different from a buffered bike 
lane? Why are you not adding protection in the buffer space? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 
 What was the reason for not including protected lanes on both sides of 15th? 
Isn't that project a full rebuild of the curb to curb? 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 

 It would be nice to see protected bike lanes on 15th St especially after the Route 
1 underpass where increase vehicle activity may increase collision between cyclist 
and drivers.  

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 
 Confirming that the Bell Street Multi-Use Trail is considered "interim" since it 
travels through potential Sector Plan defined "found" redevelopment sites. 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Why is it sufficient to have any part of Crystal Drive have paint-only bike lanes? As 
the busiest road in this area, why are you implementing a design that doesn't 
meet Vision Zero design standards? 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Will you install significantly better wayfinding signs than the current conditions? It 
is extremely hard to find alternative, parallel routes when your bike lane 
protection disappears. 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 

 Will the multi-use path off of S Bell St be constructed around the same time as 
the protected bike lanes on S Clark St? It would make sense to have bike 
infrastructure that connects two block come up around the same time.  

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 
 Please describe the connection to th eFMR Trail.  Are you expecting cyclists to 
cross Rt 1 or are they going to be forced to use the switchback? 

 Anonymous (Unverified)  Crystal Drive northbound north of 18th St.  Might 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 
 Can you go through each spot where you're recommending a buffered or 
seperated bike lane and explain why it is not being recommended as protected? 

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/types/crystal-city-bike-network/
https://youtu.be/mkJDhNqiT8Y


 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 Can you go into additional detail as to how the existing 23rd Street can't 
accommodate the two-way configuration? Might it be worthwhile to include in a 
County Capital project given uncertainty of delivery of 23rd Street Realignment 
and thus have a complete network? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 Yes thats correct (Rob Mandle (Unverified) asked "Can you go into additional 
detail as to how the existing 23rd Street can't accommodate the two-way 
configuration? Might it be worthwhile to include in a County Capital project given 
uncertainty of delivery of 23rd Street Realignment and thus have a complete 
network?") 

 Darren  (Unverified) 

 In this presentation, you ignored multiple options, issues, and proposals we 
worked really hard on for the SUSMO plan. You also have not stated any intent to 
coordinate with us. Why bother with any more participation in this process? 

 Anthony (Unverified) 
 While these developments are in progress, what is the most effective way to 
report bike lane infractions, etc. that take place along Crystal Drive? 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 
 Not just shuttle buses blocking the bike lane.  On weekends area next to the 
water park might as well say “reserved for parking of wedding parties” 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Shuttle and other commercial drivers will park or stand wherever they have free 
road space. Why are you not installing bollards in a standard bike lane? 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 

 Can you describe the plan for continued engagement of Arlington's advisory 
groups as you "continue coordination with landowners and developers" during 
and after the County Board? 

 What about the segment 
from 15th to 12th Street on 
Crystal Drive? (Unverified)  What about the segment from 15th to 12th Street? 
 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Thanks for taking all of my questions. I didn't mean to hog your time vs. other 
people's questions. I appreciate it. 

 Nathan Graham 
(nsgraham@arlingtonva.us) 

 They're good questions! (Gordon Chaffin (Unverified) asked "Thanks for taking all 
of my questions. I didn't mean to hog your time vs. other people's questions. I 
appreciate it.") 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 

 Will the multi-use path off of S Bell St be constructed around the same time as 
the protected bike lanes on S Clark St? It would make sense to have bike 
infrastructure that connects two block come up around the same time.  

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 
 Please describe the connection to th eFMR Trail.  Are you expecting cyclists to 
cross Rt 1 or are they going to be forced to use the switchback? 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 
 Can you go through each spot where you're recommending a buffered or 
seperated bike lane and explain why it is not being recommended as protected? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 Can you go into additional detail as to how the existing 23rd Street can't 
accommodate the two-way configuration? Might it be worthwhile to include in a 
County Capital project given uncertainty of delivery of 23rd Street Realignment 
and thus have a complete network? 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 

 Is there any sort of long-term plan to indicate to the development community 
where additional facilities may need to be provided through development?  
Redevelopment appears to be the only where we're going to get a low-stress 
facility anywhere between 15th and 18th. 

 Anonymous (Unverified)  Please describe the segment between 15th and 12th Street on Crystal Drive. 



 Darren  (Unverified) 

 In this presentation, you ignored multiple options, issues, and proposals we 
worked really hard on for the SUSMO plan. You also have not stated any intent to 
coordinate with us. Why bother with any more participation in this process? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 
 I mean the connection across 23rd north south along the clark street corridor. 
(not east-west) 

 Nathan Graham 
(nsgraham@arlingtonva.us) 

 Kevin got it!(Rob Mandle (Unverified) asked "I mean the connection across 23rd 
north south along the clark street corridor. (not east-west)") 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 Can you go into additional detail as to how the existing 23rd Street can't 
accommodate the two-way configuration? Might it be worthwhile to include in a 
County Capital project given uncertainty of delivery of 23rd Street Realignment 
and thus have a complete network? 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Can you summarize which of these changes are affected by the VDOT Route 1 
project?  

 Anonymous (Unverified) 
 While these developments are in progress, what is the most effective way to 
report bike lane infractions, etc. that take place along Crystal Drive?  

 Anonymous (Unverified) 
 Not just shuttle buses blocking the bike lane.  On weekends area next to the 
water park might as well say “reserved for parking of wedding parties” 

 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 Shuttle and other commercial drivers will park or stand wherever they have free 
road space. Why are you not installing bollards in a standard bike lane? 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 

 Can you describe the plan for continued engagement of Arlington's advisory 
groups as you "continue coordination with landowners and developers" during 
and after the County Board? 

 Carol Fuller (Unverified)  Please describe the segment from 15th to 12th Street on Crystal Drive 
 Gordon Chaffin 
(Unverified) 

 From what Dan said about maitenance, will Arlington procure a narrow vehicle 
for PBL snow and leaf removal as DDOT/DCDPW have? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 You all are probably doing this, but would it be possible to layer how this interim 
bike plan intersects with the multimodal bike network being proposed in the 
Pentagon City Plan? Would be good to ensure these two initiates sync up. 

 Van Hine (Unverified) 

 Did I understand correctly that some of Clark-Bell will be NB contraflow and some 
will be NB/SB cycletrack?  Can you review what type will be where - and how 
cyclists will cross all of these intersection safely?  Thanks 

 What about the segment 
from 15th to 12th Street on 
Crystal Drive? (Unverified)  What about the segment from 15th to 12th Street? 

 Anonymous (Unverified) 

 Is there any sort of long-term plan to indicate to the development community 
where additional facilities may need to be provided through development?  
Redevelopment appears to be the only where we're going to get a low-stress 
facility anywhere between 15th and 18th. 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 

 Nate - no need to address this on the call but your slide only shows engagement 
with landowners and developers at the County Board phase.  that seems to 
suggest they will have an inside track on tweaking the plan to fit their needs.  Your 
slide makes no mention of the public or advisory groups in that phase. 

 Nathan Graham 
(nsgraham@arlingtonva.us) 

 Happy to add it, and apologies for not being specific and saying so in the 
slide.(Dana Bres (Unverified) asked "Nate - no need to address this on the call but 
your slide only shows engagement with landowners and developers at the County 
Board phase.  that seems to suggest they will have an inside track on tweaking the 



plan to fit their needs.  Your slide makes no mention of the public or advisory 
groups in that phase.") 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 

 Can you reference the project page for short bridge park that has any degree of 
currency?  The project page points to the 2024 funding year and has the last date 
of something accomplished of a public meeting in Winter 2017 

 Nathan Graham 
(nsgraham@arlingtonva.us) 

 Literally just happened last week. I'll share with you directly, but will answer here 
as well.(Dana Bres (Unverified) asked "Can you reference the project page for short 
bridge park that has any degree of currency?  The project page points to the 2024 
funding year and has the last date of something accomplished of a public meeting 
in Winter 2017") 

 Steve W (Unverified) 

 Sorry I had to join late, so pls ignore if this has been addressed. Is there any 
consideration to improve the Crystal Drive and Mt. Vernon trail entrance 
'interchange' just north of 18th Street? 

 Rob Mandle (Unverified) 

 You all are probably doing this, but would it be possible to layer how this interim 
bike plan intersects with the multimodal bike network being proposed in the 
Pentagon City Plan? Would be good to ensure these two initiates sync up. 

 Dana Bres (Unverified) 

 Can you reference the project page for short bridge park that has any degree of 
currency?  The project page points to the 2024 funding year and has the last date 
of something accomplished of a public meeting in Winter 2017 

 Gillian Burgess (Unverified) 

What's the threshold for adding protection to a bike lane? Do you follow NACTO 
standards (as required under the Bike Element of the MTP)? Do you react to 
complaints? Do you wait until there's a crash? 

 Dana Bres (Unverified)  Thanks.  Just update the project page cause it is three years dormant. 
 Rob Mandle (Unverified)  Thanks everyone! Appreciate all of your hard work.  
 Steve W (Unverified)  THANK YOU! That's good news on the interchange! 

 Gillian Burgess (Unverified) 
 Thanks, Dan, You mentioned that you sometimes add protection to a buffered 
bike lane. I was asking when you would do that. 

 Gillian Burgess (Unverified) 
 For example, you could easily add bollards to those bike lanes that are not beside 
parking spaces. 

 F (Unverified)  Thanks! 
 Van Hine (Unverified)  THANKS - what are plans for CB between 20th and 18th? 

 


	Crystal City Bike Network
	2nd Community Meeting – Updated recommended bike network
	June 15 2021, 7:00pm-8:30pm
	Attendee Questions and Comments


