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N Ohio St. Safety Improvements – Community Engagement Summary 
 
Project Background  
 

 
Over the past several years, community members have identified concerns at the intersection of 
N. Ohio Street and 12th Road N through previous public engagement opportunities for other 

nearby project. They shared concerns that speeding on N Ohio St and limited visibility due to 
the I-66 overpass create an unsafe environment for pedestrian and bicyclist environment 
passing through the intersection. Additionally, citizens have expressed concern that motorists 

routinely fail to yield to pedestrians and bicyclists within the crosswalk. As this crossing is 
popular for families with trail and park users, members of the community requested upgrades 
to the intersection that will promote safer travel for all users. 

 
Project Goals 

 
The purpose of this project is to address safety concerns and create a more comfortable 
environment for people using this intersection, particularly people walking and biking. The 
project proposes to achieve this through providing shorter, safer crossings; developing a more 

direct, accessible trail connection; removing conflicts between driveways and intersection users; 
and minimizing impervious area. 
 

Public Engagement:  

 
An online engagement form was shared with the community in May 2021. Participants were 

asked to review information about the project background and goals, existing conditions, 
provide feedback on the concept design and answer questions about their experiences using 
the intersection. The online engagement opportunity closed on June 6, 2021. In total, there 
were 111 respondents to the online engagement form. 

 
Additionally, a virtual community meeting was held on June 2, 2021, and featured a short 
presentation and a question and answer session. A copy of the meeting’s presentation and 

recording of the meeting can be found on the project website, 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/ohio-street-safety-improvements/ 
 

 
What We Heard:  
 
Overall, feedback indicated support for the proposed improvements shown in the concept plan. 
Participants in the engagement process identified the existing conditions that create safety 
concerns for those walking/rolling and biking through the project area. Under the proposed 

concept conditions, a majority of respondents indicated they would feel a higher level of safety 
while walking/rolling or biking through the area. Additionally, written comments were received 
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as part of the questionnaire. The key takeaways from the written comments are summarized 
below. 

 
Survey Responses 
 

• Existing Conditions  
o 29.6% of respondents feel “Very Safe” or “Safe” walking/rolling in the project 

area. 45.9% feel “Unsafe” or “Very Unsafe” 
o 19.4% of respondents feel “Very Safe” or “Safe” biking in the project area. 

36.56% feel “Unsafe” or “Very Unsafe” 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Safety - Existing Conditions 

 
 

 
• Proposed Conditions from Concept 

o 75.8% of respondents would feel “Much Safer” or “Safer” walking/rolling in the 
project area. 6.6% would feel “Less Unsafe” or “Much less Unsafe” 

o 50.6% of respondents would feel “Much Safer” or “Safer” biking in the project 
area. 12.36% would feel “Less Unsafe” or “Much less Unsafe” 
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Figure 2: Safety - Proposed Conditions 
 

Written Comments 

 
Through the online engagement form, 61 written comments were received related to the 

proposed changes. Common themes associated with the written comments included: 
 

• Proposed concept does not adequately address the east side of N. Ohio St and the 
connection to the W&OD trail. As proposed, a series of 90-degree turns would require 
skilled maneuverability for people biking and create conflict points between those 

walking and biking on the sidewalk. 
• Additional traffic calming measures, such as advanced warning signage or Rapid 

Rectangular Flashing Beacons (RRFBs), would further increase safety in the proposed 

concept.  

• Sight distance issues currently exist throughout the project area. The most common 
concern was for regarding motorist traveling south on N. Ohio St as they cross the 
bridge over I-66. This makes it hard to see pedestrians in the crosswalk at the 12th Rd N 

intersection.  
 

Next Steps  
With public support for the overall project, staff will work to addresses the concerns that were 
shared throughout the engagement process into the next stages of the design. A final concept 
plan for the project will be shared with members of the public when once it is developed.  

 

More Information 
 
 • Review the project page: https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/ohio-street-safety-
improvements/ 
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• Staff contact: Kyle Kling, Capital Projects Management Coordinator kkling@arlingtonva.us 
(703) 228-6989 


