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The Definition: Who is considered homeless
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act?

The Process: How do we apply the M-V 
definition to real-life situations .

The Procedures: How do we do things in APS? 

Project Extra Step: services and programs

SESSION OUTLINE



MCKINNEY-VENTO

REAUTHORIZATION

 The education subtitle of the McKinney-Vento Act was 
reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
in December 2015

 McKinney-Vento amendments went into effect on 
October 1, 2016.
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK

 McKinney-Vento eligibility is determined on a case-by-
case basis by examining the living arrangement of each 
student.

 Some instances will be clear-cut; others will require 
further discussion and then a judgment call.

 If the living arrangement does not meet all three 
criteria (fixed, regular, and adequate), it likely will be 
considered a homeless situation.

 The examples of homeless situations listed in
the definition address common situations of 
homelessness; the list is not exhaustive.
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THE DEFINITION

 Individuals who lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, including

▪ Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason

▪ Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping 
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations

▪ Living in emergency or transitional
shelters



7

THE DEFINITION

▪Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 
private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 
regular sleeping accommodation for human beings

▪ Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings

▪Migratory children living in the circumstances described 
above

▪Unaccompanied youth living in the circumstances 
described above **
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FIXED, REGULAR, AND ADEQUATE

Working definitions:

▪ Fixed: Stationary, permanent, and not subject to change

▪Regular: Used on a predictable, routine, or consistent 
basis (e.g. nightly); consider the relative permanence of 
the living arrangement

▪Adequate: Sufficient for meeting both the physical and 
psychological needs typically met in home environments
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 Legislative wording: “Sharing the
housing of other persons due to
loss of housing, economic hardship, or a
similar reason”

 Questions:

▪ Why did the parties move in together?  Crisis or by mutual choice 
as a plan for mutual benefit?

▪ How permanent is the living arrangement intended to be?

▪ Where would the party live if not doubling up?

▪ Is the living arrangement fixed, regular, and
adequate?

DOUBLED-UP
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DOUBLED-UP

Common questions:

▪Is there a limit on how long a
doubled-up child should be considered
homeless?

Common practice: Revisit homeless 
situations at the beginning of each school 
year
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UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS YOUTH

An unaccompanied youth’s living 
arrangement must meet the Act’s 
definition of homeless for 
him/her to qualify for McKinney-
Vento services

The McKinney-Vento Act defines 
unaccompanied as “not in the 
physical custody of a parent or 
guardian”
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UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS YOUTH

There is no lower age limit for unaccompanied 
youth; the upper age limit (as with all McKinney-
Vento eligible students) is your state’s upper age 
limit for public education. (usually 21, 22 for 
IDEA)

A youth can be eligible regardless of whether 
he/she was asked to leave the home or chose to 
leave; remember that sometimes the full nature 
of what has brought about separation may not 
be revealed
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“WHAT IF WE DISAGREE?”

 If there is a disagreement about whether the student 
meets the McKinney-Vento definition of a homeless 
child or youth (between the parent/youth and the 
school), the school district ’s dispute resolution process 
should be followed. Each school district follows state 
processes.
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“WHAT IF WE DISAGREE?”

Under the dispute resolution process:
▪The school district must provide written notice of its 

position and inform the parent / guardian / 
unaccompanied youth of the right to appeal the 
district’s decision.

▪The parent / guardian / unaccompanied youth should be 
referred to the local liaison for assistance with the 
appeal process.

▪The student must be enrolled immediately in the 
requested school; enrollment must continue until the 
dispute is resolved.

▪The student must be provided with all services to which 
McKinney-Vento eligible students are entitled (e.g. 
transportation, Title I services, free meals) .
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 Immediate Enrollment: Documents such as health 
records and birth certificates need not be immediately 
available for enrollment.

 Free and Reduced Lunch

 Parents are transported back to shelter after dropping 
off student if needed.

 Summer school fees are waived.

 Free Extended Day is offered. Slots are prioritized.

 Tutoring services are offered for individual students 
after school and in the area shelter.

PROJECT EXTRA STEP SERVICES
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 Encore Stage camp is offered during school breaks to 
children living in the area shelters free of charge. 

 Students receive a 75% discount on all Arlington 
Recreation classes.

 Students are eligible to receive non-perishable foods 
from AFAC by backpack on weekends. 

 Students in the shelters receive winter coats and school 
supplies.

 Fees for field trips/extracurricular fees are supported. 

 Free cosmetology services that include haircut and 
shampoo are provided to students and their families at 
the Career Center.

PROJECT EXTRA STEP SERVICES
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 Transportation to and from school district run 
preschool programs must be provided if it is provided 
for other students in preschool program. If a bus is not 
available, SmarTrip cards will be issued.

 Transportation to and from school of origin must be 
provided throughout the school year even if the 
student becomes permanently housed. This applies to 
preschool students as well.

 School of origin will include feeder schools including 
preschools.

PROJECT EXTRA STEP SERVICES



18

ESSA amends several things related to the 
education of children and youth in foster care:

▪Removes “awaiting foster care placement” from the 
McKinney-Vento definition of homeless effective 
12/10/16. 

▪Provides educational supports to all foster children and 
youth under Title I.

▪Provisions that apply to McKinney-Vento students also 
apply to Foster Care Students.

ESSA CHANGES RELATED TO

FOSTER CARE
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 Tracking foster care students throughout their academic career

 Creating a foster care protocol and implementing during school year

 Manages Appeal Processes

 Acts as representative to DHS Foster Care Liaison (Sherri Brothers.

 Keeps active fi le of Best Interest Meetings and participates in 
meetings as needed

 Consults with Foster Care Liaison on atypical transportation requests

 Acts as a representative and active member in  community groups 
involved with foster care  children and sits on relevant committees.

 Notifies school social workers of foster care students in their schools 
by email 

 Works with DHS to rectify discrepancies

 Acts as a transportation consultant to DHS Foster Care Liaison 

APS FOSTER CARE LIAISON

RESPONSIBILITIES
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 DHS foster care liaison is responsible for arranging and 
participating in Best Interest Determination meetings.

 DHS foster care liaison is responsible for maintaining 
and sending accurate lists of foster care students to 
APS foster care liaison and administrative assistants.

 DHS foster care liaison is responsible for setting up and 
paying for transportation of foster care students when 
needed.

 DHS foster care liaison is responsible for working with 
APS foster care liaison on appeals.

 DHS in conjunction with APS foster care liaison is 
responsible for updating processes as needed.

DHS FOSTER CARE LIAISON

RESPONSIBILITIES



21

 School social workers refer students to outside 
resources as needed.

School social workers may assist in attending 
Best Interest Determination meetings.

 School social workers can contact APS Foster 
Care Liaison on specific student concerns.

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK

RESPONSIBILITIES
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School social workers are to notify their school 
administrators of their school’s foster care 
students. 

Social workers are to notify other school 
personnel (teachers) on a need to know basis.

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK

RESPONSIBILITIES
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Homeless and Foster Care students included in 
graduation calculations.

Academic achievement measures and indicators 
are required for Homeless and Foster Care 
students.

 Individual student report cards will include 
information on academic achievement and 
progress for Foster Care and Homeless students.

ESSA REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL

COUNSELORS
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Meet with Parent

Complete McKinney-Vento Referral and 
Eligibility Forms 

Let parent know of all resources

Complete relevant forms if parent requests 
Backpack Buddies or Transportation

Send Scan copy of Referral and Eligibility forms 
to Barbara.Fisher@apsva.us

Send originals to Sair Molina at Syphax

PROCEDURES FOR SOCIAL WORKERS

mailto:Barbara.Fisher@apsva.us


25

You will receive an email from Sair Molina 
indicating the student has been approved or 
disapproved.

Once approved Sair will automatically have student 
enrolled in free breakfast and lunch.

Student’s information will be shared with Extended 
Day and personnel at Career Center Cosmetology 
Department (Confidential)

Notify your administrator and registrar of homeless 
student status. (Confidential). All other sharing is 
on a strict as need to know basis only.

PROCEDURES
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Follow-up within 30 days with student if 
important documents have not been provided at 
registration: immunization or health records, 
birth certificates, etc. 

Notify student and parent of rights under 
McKinney-Vento.

Refer to brochure for Arlington County resources

Refer to Project Extra Step/McKinney-Vento 
Manual in SW Binder on Canvas for all detailed 
procedures and all paperwork.

PROCEDURES
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Everything related to a student’s identify as 
being homeless is to be kept confidential unless 
otherwise noted.

The three shelters that house families in 
Arlington are: Doorways for Families and 
Children, Bridges to Independence, Doorways 
Safe House.

All referrals to shelters need to be made by the 
individual to the DHS Community Assistance 
Bureau (CAB) at (703) 228-1300

THINGS TO REMEMBER
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Case managers at the shelters take care of 
students transportation forms and school 
enrollment. 

Doorways programs provide winter coats, school 
supplies and backpacks including a $75 voucher 
for school supplies. Bridges to Independence 
currently does not always have these resources.

Unaccompanied Youth can utilize (Second Story 
and single mothers Bromeo House). All need 
referrals through DHS.

THINGS TO KNOW
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Call Barbara Fisher or Dr. Laura Newton for 
specific questions on individual cases or 
concerns noted by parents or others.

As the law can be amended or systems or forms 
change, you will be notified of these changes.

OTHERWISE


