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September 3, 2020 Notice to 5G Small Wireless Facility (SWF) Applicants  

Subject: Availability of County-owned Streetlight Poles in the Public Right of Way (PROW) 
adjacent to specific residential zones & Conformance to Existing Engineering Standards 

Arlington’s Department of Environmental Services staff has conducted a review of the permits 
issued since the program was approved for 5G installations in the PROW by the County Board in 
July 2019. As of the end of FY 2021 (June 2021), the County has issued 134 permits on third 
party owned poles (mainly Verizon and Dominion Energy poles) and 21 permits on County-
owned streetlight poles, with an additional 107 applications under review.   

A review and inspection of the actual installations on several County-owned pole replacements 
to date has revealed significantly reduced sidewalk and roadway clearances that do not 
conform to ADA or County standards and specifications.  These reduced clearances, particularly 
in residential zoning districts, have resulted in poles that are not in compliance with relevant 
roadway clearances and pole base encroachments into existing sidewalks that create 
pedestrian passages, often in violation of minimum ADA accessibility standards.  

As of the date of this notice, County-owned streetlights in the PROW adjacent to, and within 
the following residential zoning districts: (R-6, R-8, R-10, R-10T, and R-20) will be taken out of 
the inventory of poles available for SWF permits.  Permits already applied for will be processed 
but no new applications for County-owned streetlight poles in these areas will be accepted. The 
County will still approve permits for SWF installations on third party owned poles in these 
areas. The County will continue to monitor SWF installations in these areas and may refine the 
inventory of available poles as appropriate to balance the goals of this program with the need 
to preserve the public right-of-way and pedestrian safety.  

All future permit applications and permits under review for SWF’s that are on County-owned 
streetlight poles will be required to comply with existing standards reflected on the attached 
new typical section for pole installations in the PROW. A link to the County’s typical section and 
applicable standards is provided: https://transportation.arlingtonva.us/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2021/08/Small-Cell-Wireless-Facility-SWF-Pole-Drawings.pdf     
 
To view a map of streetlights and application status/availability, visit: 
https://gispermits.arlingtonva.us/swf/.  

Thank you for your understanding and your continued work to advance 5G service in Arlington. 
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