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The number of Child 
Protective Services 
Investigations has 
remained relatively 
stable over the last 
decade despite a 
large increase in the 
number of children 
under 18.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

CONTEXT
Arlington’s Child Protective Services (CPS) Unit 
has increased the number of trainings provided 
to the community on how to identify and report 
suspected incidents of child abuse. In 2018, 550 
individuals received this training. Of those trained, 
527 were mandated reporters, meaning they are 
legally obligated to report child abuse if they have a 
reasonable suspicion that it has occurred. 

Arlington Public Schools (APS) implemented a child 
protection instructional lesson in elementary schools 
during the 2017-18 school year. Students receive at least 
one lesson per year using an evidence-based curriculum 
provided through Second Step. Arlington’s Child Care unit 
has also been training caregivers in the Period of Purple 
Crying, an evidence-based shaken baby syndrome training. 

Finally, Arlington offers prevention and intervention 
programs such as (1) Behavior Intervention Services 
(BIS), (2) Project Family, and (3) Strengthening 
Families. These programs give parents and caregivers 
tools to provide structure and boundaries in a safe and 
appropriate manner. 

In 2018, 2,818 calls were received by the 
Child Protective Services (CPS) Hotline.

If the allegation meets the criteria to take action, 
it may be validated and sta� will 

be assigned to investigate. 

380 of the allegations received met criteria.

42 were Founded
42 were Unfounded

25 were Pending 

FOUNDED TYPE
Physical Abuse: 21 (50%)

Physical Neglect: 12 (29%)
Sexual Abuse: 8 (19%)
Mental Abuse: 1 (2%)

CPS sta� then gather facts about the allegation. 
More serious cases such as sexual abuse, serious physical 
abuse, and child fatality always lead to an Investigation. 

109 were opened as an Investigation
271 were opened as a Family Assessment

Founded cases of abuse or neglect are those con�rmed 
by an Investigation. Family Assessments provide 

assessments and services to the child and 
family to ensure the child’s safety and prevent 

future abuse or neglect. 

FINDINGS
The population in Arlington of children younger than 18 
has increased 28% since 2010. However, the number of 
Investigations of abuse and neglect has remained relatively 
stable. This is due in large part to the many faceted efforts 
Arlington has undertaken to prevent the mistreatment of 
children. However, even with stability in child abuse and 
neglect findings, 42 children were found to have been 
harmed in 2018, which is 42 children too many.

https://family.arlingtonva.us/child-protective-services/
http://www.secondstep.org/child-protection
http://www.purplecrying.info/
http://www.purplecrying.info/
https://family.arlingtonva.us/childrens-behavioral-healthcare/
https://family.arlingtonva.us/project-family/
https://family.arlingtonva.us/strengthening-families/
https://family.arlingtonva.us/strengthening-families/



