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Almost half of 
female students in 
grades 8, 10, and 12 
experienced sexual 
harassment at school, 
and 8% of high school 
seniors report that 
they have been  
forced or coerced  
to have sex.

SEXUAL ASSAULT AND HARASSMENT

CONTEXT
Arlington’s Project PEACE has tackled the issue of sexual 
assault and harassment over the last 10 years. This is a 
county-wide coordinated community response (CCR) 
initiative to prevent, identify, and respond to domestic 
violence (DV) and sexual violence (SV). The CCR model 
is a best practice and brings together all agencies that 
respond to or support victims of DV and SV. In 2015, 
Project PEACE expanded its scope to include youth, 
recognizing that early prevention and education have 
lasting impacts on adult relationships. These efforts are 
headed by the youth-led Healthy Relationships Task Force 
(HRT). Students talk to peers about healthy relationships 
and build awareness around assault and violence in 
dating relationships. Along with adult members, they 
similarly educate parents and caregivers. Healthy dating 
and sexual assault prevention are also included in the 
Arlington Public Schools (APS) health curriculum. 

In Arlington, Doorways for Women and Families manages 
the county’s hotline for DV and SV and is the primary 
crisis responder. Doorways also provides safe housing, 
ongoing counseling, and support for victims of DV, SV, 
sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking.

In spring 2017, APCYF included questions about sexual 
harassment and assault for the first time on the Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS). Previous YRBS asked 
only about youth being forced to have sex while the 
current questions include coercion as an aspect of force. 
New questions also asked about sexual harassment 
and unwanted sexual contact. Even with the widened 
definition of force, youth reporting rape has declined. 

FINDINGS
Forty percent of 8th graders report that another 
student made unwelcome sexual comments, jokes, or 
gestures that made them feel uncomfortable on school 
property and 46% of females in grades 8, 10, and 12 
experienced that same sexual harassment.1 More than 
10% of students in 8th, 10th, and 12th grade report 
unwanted sexual contact; of those, the majority of 8th 
and 10th graders said this contact occurred at school 
during school hours.1 High school seniors report it also 
occurs at friends’ homes. This requires more inquiry 
and we hope to continue monitoring this issue through 
future student surveys.

1 in 3 students in 8th, 10th and 12th 
grade reported experiencing sexual 
harassment at school.1

Nearly every girl I know has experienced some form 
of harassment or assault, and the majority of them 
don’t even define their experiences with those words, 
seeing them as something nearly normal.

Grace Jones, Wakefield Senior
Co-Chair, Healthy Relationships Task Force of Project PEACE
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